
 “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever lives 

and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 
(John : 11)

Christ is Risen ndeed He is Risen

Issue 70
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St MArY & St GeorGe CoptiC orthoDox ChUrCh eStAbliSheD iN toWNSVille
On Friday 12th of April 2013, HG 
Bishop Daniel, Bishop of the Coptic 
Orthodox diocese of Sydney & 
Affiliated Regions together with Very 
Reverend Father Augustinos Nada, 
Priest of St Mark’s Church – Arncliffe 
NSW and Dr. Rafik Soliman visited 
Townsville taking a 3 hour flight North 
from Sydney. They immediately went 
to meet His Grace Bishop Bill Ray, 
Bishop of the Diocese of North QLD 
for the Anglican Church in Australia 
and after negotiation he agreed to 
sell the church to the Coptic Orthodox 
Church at a price of AU$200,000.00 
instead of AU$275,000.00. The land 

is approximately 2105 square meters. 
HG Bishop Daniel called HH Pope 
Tawadros II on the same day to take 
His Holiness’ blessings. His Holiness 
was pleased with the great news and 
blessed the purchase of the new 
church. The congregation was filled 
with joy as they will now be able to 
pray the Holy Liturgy and partake of 
the Holy Communion regularly. The 
service in this church will cover 40 
people from Townsville, 21 people 
from Cairns, several permanent 
families and many students who 
study at James Cook University.

(continued on page 6...)

ProGram for tHe VIsIt of

 HG bIsHoP DaNIal 

abbot of saINt Paul 
moNastery, reD sea, eGyPt
(5th June 2013  - 13 June 2013)
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ProGram for tHe VIsIt of

 HG bIsHoP besaDa 

bIsHoP of aKHmIm
(7 May - 20 May 2013 

& 31 May - 17 June 2013)
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hG biShop DANiel MeetS With NSW preMier bArrY o’ FArrell
by JoHN Nour

His Grace Bishop Daniel met the 
Premier for New South Wales Mr 
Barry O’Farrell for the first time on 
10 April 2013 at Parliament House, 
Sydney. Attending the meeting with 
Bishop Daniel were Father Mark 
Basily from St Mark’s Coptic Church, 
Arncliffe, and Mr John Nour. 
Also present were the Hon Victor 
Dominillo (Minister for Citizenship 
and Communities and Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs) and Mr Mark 
Coure (Member of NSW Parliament 
for Oatley).

The Premier expressed his 
condolences to Bishop Daniel for 
the killing of five Coptic people in 
Cairo and expressed his support for 
the Coptic community in Australia 
and in Egypt. Mr O’Farrell said 
‘the attacks on the Coptic people 
in Egypt and the Church are 
unacceptable’. His Grace Bishop 
Daniel explained to the Premier 
how the attacks on St Mark’s Coptic 
Cathedral in Abasyia happened.

Hundreds of Christians were 
under siege inside Cairo’s Coptic 
Cathedral as security forces and 

local residents, some armed with 
handguns, launched an attack on 
the cathedral.

John Nour then explained to the 
Premier that the fighting erupted 
after a funeral for five Copts who 
were killed during violent clashes 
in a north Egyptian town. A Muslim 
man also died in the clashes, which 
happened after offensive graffiti was 
painted over an Islamic institute. The 
security forces outside the cathedral 
launched volley after volley of tear 
gas into the compound. Some of 
the thousands of onlookers cheered 
as the tear gas headed towards 
Christians sitting on the walls 
overlooking the main street.

Father Mark Basily spoke about 
youth activities in the diocese 

of Sydney and how the NSW 
Government could assist with 
funding some of those programs 
and activities. Minister Victor 
Dominello expressed his desire to 
help and offered some ideas and 
options to consider. Father Mark 
spoke about existing programs for 
the youth and expansion of those 
programs.

Both Premier O’ Farrell and Bishop 
Daniel agreed to meet again soon 
and that the Diocese of Sydney and 
the NSW Government should have 
an ongoing relationship. Premier 
O’Farrell accepted an invitation 
by Bishop Daniel to visit St Mark’s 
Coptic Church, Arncliffe, and said 
‘it will be an honour to visit a Coptic 
Church as I have never visited one 
before’.
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hh pope tAWADroS ii 
reCeiVeS CoNDoleNCeS

the JoY oF the reSUrreCtioN
by HH PoPe sHeNouDa III

The angels proclaimed the news of 
Christ’s resurrection to the women 
saying, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but 
He is risen” (Luke 24: 5-6) The news of 
the risen Christ brought tremendous 
joy to the disciples, but terrified the 
Jewish leaders.
 
As much as the day of the crucifixion 
was painful emotionally, it was a day 
of salvation. However, people did 
not see Christ opening the doors of 
paradise, they only saw the suffering, 
insults and nails. As much as the 
disciples were disturbed and sad 
on Friday, they were very joyful on 
Sunday. The promise of the Lord to 
them was fulfilled when He said, “But 
I will see you again and your hearts 
will rejoice, and no one will take your 
joy away from you” (John 16:22). 

Through His resurrection, they 
rejoiced that the resurrection is 
possible and realistic. He was the 
evidence. That is why St. John 
describes Him, “whom we have 
seen with our eyes and touched 
with our hands” (1Jn 1: 1). St. Peter 
also bears witness that “we have 
eaten and drank with Him after His 
resurrection from the dead.” (Acts 
10: 41). Through the resurrection, the 
fear of the disciples was turned into 

courage and indifference to all the 
powers that were fighting them. All 
their enemies could do is threaten to 
kill them, but what can the threat of 
death do to one who believes in the 
resurrection and has seen it! 

In the resurrection, the disciples felt 
that they were under the wings of 
a powerful God. The One in whom 
they believe holds the keys to life 
and death. He is the resurrection and 
the life. He is the source of life, not 
only on earth. but eternal life also. 

The disciples rejoiced because 
God fulfilled His promise to them, 
when they saw the promise of His 
resurrection fulfilled, they were 
reassured of the outcome of all the 
other promises, like “I go to prepare 
a place for you... and I will come 
again and take you, so that where 
I am, there you will be also” Jn. 14: 
2-3). They believed His promise that 
He is with us until the end of days 
(Matt. 28:20). Thus, all His promises 
gave them power, comfort and joy. 

Through the resurrection, the cross 
became a glorious crown, instead of 
a symbol of suffering. That is why St. 
Paul says, “I rejoice ‘in weaknesses 
and insults and persecutions for 
Christ’s sake” (2 Cor. 12: 10). He also 
says, “we suffer with Him, so we can 
be glorified with Him also” (Rom. 

8:17). 

The resurrection of Christ gave 
believers hope for an afterlife and 
for an eternal fellowship with Christ. 
This hope enabled them to put all 
their treasures in heaven and live 
as strangers in this world. St. Paul 
described life in heaven as “what 
no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 
entered the mind of man, what God 
has prepared for those who love 
Him” (I Cor. 2:9). The resurrection, 
then, is not an end in itself, but a 
means to the 
end which is everlasting life with 
God. 

The disciples rejoiced for the 
heavenly body that comes with the 
resurrection. Christ will raise our 
bodies also as He Himself rose. 
Human nature will be glorified in 
the resurrection from death. St. Paul 
says that “the body which is sown in 
corruption will rise in incorruption, 
and that which is sown in weakness 
will be raised in power” (I Cor. 15:42-
44). He also said that the Lord will 
change the body of humility into 
the image of His glorious body 
(Philippians 3 :21). 

The disciples rejoiced because, in 
the resurrection, Christ revisited 
them. Christ spent a period of 
forty days with them, healing their 

wounds and doubts and forgiving 
their weaknesses. It was a period 
to prepare them for the upcoming 
mission. 

The resurrection gave the Christian 
mission faith and confidence. 
Confidence in the risen Christ whose 
disciples lived with Him for forty 
days after the resurrection, showing 
Himself to them with many proofs 
and talking to them about matters of 
the kingdom of God. The disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord 
and their joy became a way of life for 
them and Christians after them.

source: Daily News egypt

Several ministers, political 
figures and the secretary 
general of the World 
Council of Churches offer 
condolences for Egypt’s 
recent sectarian violence.

Pope Tawadros II of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church 
met with several members of 
the government on Sunday 
to receive condolences for 
the recent wave of sectarian 
violence in Al-Khasous and 
at St. Mark’s Coptic Orthodox 
Cathedral. According to 
state-run Al-Ahram, the pope 
met seven ministers from 
several different ministries, 
including the ministers of 
housing, youth, and sports 
as well as the governors of 
Cairo and Giza.

Tawadros met the former 
army Chief of Staff Sami 
Annan and the secretary 
general of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC). 
The minister of sports 
reportedly told the pope 
that the ministry was looking 
at organising sporting 
events to collect funds on 
behalf of the victims of 
the violence. According 
to Aswat Masriya, Annan 
expressed his condolences 
for the recent violence and 
expressed hope that “Egypt 
would overcome this difficult 
period”. Tawadros also met 
with the head of the Al-Wafd 

Party, El-Sayed El-Badawi.

According to a statement 
released by Al-Wafd, 
El-Badawi offered his 
condolences to the pope, 
and stressed that Egyptians 
“have lived together for 
thousands of years on 
the banks of the river and 
worship the same Lord”, 
adding that Egyptians share 
national unity. “We all need 
to restore the spirit that 
prevailed during the 25 
January Revolution, where 
Christians were protecting 
Muslims during Friday 
prayers as Muslims were 
protecting Christians during 
Sunday mass,” El-Badawi 
said. Grand Mufti of Al-
Azhar Shawky Ibrahim Abdel 
Karim was also present at 
the meeting. According to 
Al-Ahram, Pope Tawadros II 
also met with WCC Secretary 
General Olav Fykse Tviet.

Both parties spoke about 
the rights of Christians in 
various communities. Fykse 
Tviet called for stability 
and security in the country, 
adding that the government 
must provide protection 
for all Egyptians. The two 
are said to have spoken 
on several topics, one of 
which being the conditions 
surrounding Copts in Egypt 
and their migration to other 
countries.

source: Daily News egypt 

Pope Tawadros II will visit the Vatican on 11th 
of May and meet with Roman Catholic Pope 
Francis. It will be the Coptic pope’s first overseas 
trip since his papacy began in November.

Pope Tawadros will leave Cairo on May 9th, 
according to state-owned Al-Ahram, and 
plans to visit some Coptic Orthodox parishes 
in Europe during his trip. The invitation was 
extended by Apostolic Nuncio to Egypt 
Archbishop Jean-Paul Gobel.

The meeting between the two popes will occur 
40 years after Pope Shenouda III visited the 
Vatican in 1973 and met with Catholic Pope Paul 
VI. At the time the visit was the first of its kind 
in more than 1,500 years. The Coptic Orthodox 
Church, along with others, disagreed over the 
nature of Jesus in the Council of Chalcedon in 
451, creating a lasting schism.

Popes Shenouda and Paul signed a historic 
common declaration during the 1973 visit. The 
document highlights the important dogmatic 
commonalities between the two churches.

“We humbly recognise 
that our Churches are 
not able to give more 
witness to this new life in 
Christ because of existing 
divisions which have 
behind them centuries of 
difficult history,” reads the 
document. “In spite of [differences], however, 
we are rediscovering ourselves as Churches 
with a common inheritance.”

The declaration also announced the formation 
of a joint commission of representatives from 
both churches to conduct studies in church 
tradition, history, and theology.

Relations between the Coptic and Catholic 
churches improved after that visit. During his 
visit to Cairo in 2000, Pope John Paul II met 
with Pope Shenouda III.

Both popes have only recently become the 
heads of their respective churches, as Pope 
Tawadros is five months into his papacy and 
Pope Francis became the 266th Pope of the 
Catholic Church last month.

pope tAWADroS ii to ViSit the VAtiCAN

MetropolitANS boUloS YAziGi AND Mor YoUhANNA 
ibrAhiM KiDNAppeD oUtSiDe Aleppo

source: orthodox Church Info

Armed men have kidnapped the Greek 
Orthodox Metropolitan of Aleppo and 
Iskanderun, Metropolitan Boulos Yazigi and 
the Syriac Orthodox Metropolitan of Aleppo, 
Metropolitan Youhanna Ibrahm near the city of 
Aleppo.

An-Nahar has learned that the Greek 
Orthodox Patriarchate, which recieved news of 
the kidnapping of the two metropolitans this 
evening, will not issue any statement before 
tomorrow, pending their receiving complete 
and precise information about the kidnapping.

According to details relayed to an-Nahar 

by specific sources, 
Metropolitan Yazigi was 
on the Turkish side of his 
archdiocese, which extends 
from Aleppo to Antakya and 
Metropolitan Ibrahim and gone to accompany 
him. Along the road on their return to Aleppo, 
an armed group stopped them before they 
could arrive to the city, killing Ibrahim’s driver 
and kidnapping the two metropolitans.

The Orthodox metropolitan’s office relates 
that the two metropolitans were not injured. 
Metropolitan Boulos Yaziji is the brother of the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Antioch and All 
the East John X Yazigi.
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the FeASt oF the reSUrreCtioN oF oUr lorD JeSUS ChriSt
by HG bIsHoP DaNIel

Dear the blessed Sons & Daughters 
in Christ; the priests and the 
congregation of the diocese of 
Sydney and its Affiliated Regions, I 
wish all of you all the blessings of the 
Feast of the Resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

By the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
we would like to share together in 
the Message of the Resurrection 
this year some points for the 
benefit of our spiritual life and for 
strengthening our faith. We will try 
to contemplate on the words of the 
Angel to Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary in Matthew 28:6, (NKJV), 
6 He is not here; for He is risen, as He 
said. Come; see the place where the 
Lord lay.”

When did our Lord Jesus Christ say 
to his Disciples that He would rise 
from the dead?
The Lord Jesus Christ mentioned His 
blessed Resurrection many times as 
follows:

1 - Our Lord Jesus Christ reminded 
the Scribes and the Pharisees about 
His Resurrection when he spoke to 
them about Jonah the prophet as a 
sign, who came out from the great 
fish as we read in Matthew 12:38-
40, (NKJV), Then some of the scribes 
and Pharisees answered, saying, 
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from 
You.” But He answered and said 
to them, “An evil and adulterous 
generation seeks after a sign, and 

no sign will be given to it except the 
sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For 
as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the 
earth. The Resurrection then is a sign 
to strengthen our faith and becomes 
the means of Joy and happiness, can 
we imagine how happy Jonah was 
when he came out from the great fish 
& how strong his faith was in God, 
more importantly how this incident 
was a source of repentance to the 
people of Nineveh. 

2 - After the confession of St. Peter 
that Jesus is the Son of God, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ commanded His 
disciples not to tell anyone that He 
is the Christ and for the first time 
He mentioned His Resurrection 
to His disciples as we read in 
Matthew 16:20-21,(NKJV) Then He 
commanded His disciples that they 
should tell no one that He was Jesus 
the Christ. From that time Jesus 
began to show to His disciples that 
He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer 
many things from the elders and 
chief priests and scribes, and be 
killed, and be raised the third day. 
The Resurrection then turns our faith 
into hope; it is the means of giving us 
the life of Hope in our suffering here 
in this Earth.

3 - After Jesus said The Parable of 
the Workers in the Vineyard, He 
openly also declared His blessed 
Resurrection as we read in Matthew 
20:17-19, (NKJV)17 Now Jesus, 

going up to Jerusalem, took the 
twelve disciples aside on the road 
and said to them,18 “Behold, we 
are going up to Jerusalem, and the 
Son of Man will be betrayed to the 
chief priests and to the scribes; and 
they will condemn Him to death, 19 
and deliver Him to the Gentiles to 
mock and to scourge and to crucify. 
And the third day He will rise again.”. 
Resurrection then turns our hope 
into strength, as it gives us the means 
of conquering death, Yes we will die 
one day, however we will raise again.

4 - After Jesus Conducted the First 
Eucharist, He went with His disciples 
to the Olive Mountain and mentioned 
this time not only His Resurrection 
but also the place which He will meet 
them after His Resurrection as we 
read in Matthew 26:31-32, (NKJV),31 
Then Jesus said to them, “All of you 
will be made to stumble because of 
Me this night, for it is written: ‘I will 
strike the Shepherd, And the sheep 
of the flock will be scattered.’32 But 
after I have been raised, I will go 
before you to Galilee.”, Resurrection 
therefore is the means of reuniting us 
again with our beloved Lord, as we 
pray in the Gregorian Liturgy “and 
the middle wall you have broken 
down, and the old enmity you have 
abolished”.

5 - After the transfiguration of our 
Lord, He mentioned plainly His 
blessed Resurrection as we read 
in  Matthew 17:9 , (NKJV)  Now as 
they came down from the mountain, 
Jesus commanded them, saying, 

“Tell the vision to no one until the Son 
of Man is risen from the dead.”. The 
Resurrection then is the beginning 
of our Eternal life with Christ our 
beloved Lord. It is the means via 
which we have been granted the 
free gift of becoming the sons & 
daughters of Christ, and joint heirs in 
the Kingdom of heaven.

We pray to the Resurrected Lord to 
grant peace to the whole world and 
to bless our mother land Egypt and 
our blessed land Australia through 
the intersessions of St Mary the 
mother of our Lord and the prayers 
of the all the saints and the prayers of 
the father of the fathers His Holiness 
Pope Tawadros II , God grant him 
many years to come . Amen.

The Grace of the Lord be with us all. 
Pray for me my dearly beloved

A MeSSAGe FroM St SheNoUDA MoNASterY
NeW CoMplex proJeCt At the MoNASterY. “GooD NeWS”.

“obtaining the Da”:

I am delighted to announce 
to you the good News 
of getting the DA: the 
approval of our Project on 
the Land of the Monastery 
(from Singleton Council). 
This Project will consist of 
a Large Cathedral that will 
accommodate nearly 500 
Worshipers and a Services-
Building that include: Dining 
hall, big Kitchen, Bookshop, 
Lounges, Offices, etc, etc.

This essential Project will be a 
great addition to our blessed 
Churches in Australia and will 
serve the many generations 
to come.

This Project had been blessed 
and approved by late Baba 
Shenouda 111.  (May God 
repose his pure Soul).
We need all your Support, 
Contributions and Donations 
so to Construct such a big 
Project.

To get the blessing in sharing 
with this Project, you can 
send your Donations direct 

to the Monastery Account: 
“The Coptic Orthodox St 
Shenouda Monastery Trust 
Building Fund”  Westpac 
Bank: 
BSB: 032274. 
Account No: 26 4341. 
It is Tax Deductible.

This big Project needs 
consistent income to ensure 
available Funds. So to enable 
you to do that, you can do 
it through “The Bank Direct 
Debit System”. The Bank will 
withdraw direct from your 
Account to the Monastery 
Account, the amount you 
want to donate weekly or 
monthly.

To obtain the Forms for 
the “Direct Debits” you 
can download it from 

the Monastery Website: 
stshenoudamonastery.org.
au 

After filling these Forms, you 
can send/post it straight to 
the Monastery (PO Box 292, 
Windsor, NSW, 2756 or email 
it to: fr.wissa@live.com.au.

May our Gracious Lord Jesus 
Christ reward you 100 Folds. 
Amen.

Bishop Anba Daniel. 
22/4/2013.

	  

St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College 
 

Easter Message 
	  
The Students, Staff and Parents of St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College 
would like to extend their best wishes to everyone over this holy period 
of Lent leading up to Easter. May the Lord’s pain and suffering on the 
cross be our eternal salvation. This is a time for reflection and renewal. 
 

 
 
May the Lord’s resurrection bring us hope, harmony, love and peace. All 
our prayers are with our fellow brothers and sisters in Egypt. God bless 
His Holiness Pope Tawadros II and give Him strength in these special 

times. 
 

 
 

The Community of St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College wish you a happy 
and joyous Easter with family and friends. 

 
ΧΡΙCΤΟC ΑΝΕCΤΗ! 

 

AΛΗΘΩC ΑΝΕCΤΗ! 
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AUStrAliA (C.p.N.A)

	  

The Australian Coptic Movement Association Ltd 
ABN: 17 147 783 186  

PO Box 30, ST CLAIR NSW 2759
P: 0418 331 213 

E: info@auscma.com
W: www.auscma.com 

The Australian Coptic Movement Association Ltd is 
a registered not-for-profit organisation with full tax 

concessions

20 April 2013

The Copts have come a long way since first settling in Australia. 
Since the mid 1960’s, individuals within the Coptic community have 
made a significant contribution to Australian society in a multitude of 
areas ranging from business and finance, medicine and health, the 
arts, community service and welfare, construction and engineering, 
education and a range of other industries. 

The Australian Coptic Movement Association, in addition to its 
human rights advocacy of the Coptic plight in Egypt, aims to 
recognise and promote the contribution our community makes to 
society. It is only through our hard work and achievements that we 
will become influential in promoting our ideas and values, which 
include the end of Coptic persecution in Egypt and the flourishing 
of the Copts in Australia. 

The Australian Coptic Movement Association believes in 
professional relationships and throughout our ongoing operations 
we have utilised both the compensated and volunteered services 
of professionals in our community, ranging from graphic designers 
and lawyers to pharmacists and event planners. 

The objectives of the C.P.N.A will be to: 

1. Provide a database to Coptic based not for profits who are seeking 
the compensated and volunteered services of professionals in 
our community. 

2. Allow professionals within our community to share ideas, network 
and promote their expertise, services and skills to each other so 
that we can further our success as a community. 

3. Create a banner of interlinked individuals and organisations to 
influence an array of initiatives which will allow us to achieve our 
goals. 

4. Assist our younger, up-and-coming intelligent boys and girls with 
career advice, support and assistance to help them make the 
right choice when entering the corporate/professional world. 

5. Assist each other with employment where suitable and where 
possible, so that we in respect are implementing Christian values 
in our everyday life by supporting each other.

For further information or enquiries, please contact 
info@auscma.com 
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by JoHN Nour

His Grace Bishop Daniel 
(Bishop of Sydney and 
Affiliated Regions) met on 
10 April 2013 with Egypt’s 
Consul General Mr Ayman 
Kamel and Mr Ahmed Farid 
(Assistant Consul General) 
at the Egyptian consulate in 
Surry Hills , Sydney,  NSW. 

Bishop Daniel was accompanied by 
Rev. Hamdy Awad (Merrylands East 
Presbyterian Church), Father Mark 
Basily and Mr John Nour (St Mark’s 
Coptic Church, Arncliffe). Bishop 
Daniel delivered to the Consul 
General a strongly worded two-
page letter condemning what had 
happened in Khosos outside Cairo, 
with three copies addressed to 
President Morsi of Egypt, to Egypt’s 
Interior Minister and to the head of 
El Azhar in Cairo.  Those letters were 
to be sent in the diplomatic bag 
by the Consulate office. Mr Ayman 
Kamel assured the delegation that 
the letters would be delivered to the 
addressees and that he would give 
us feedback. 

Bishop Daniel stated that the 
Egyptian government 
had failed to prevent the 
sectarian street-fighting 
that had escalated into the 
attack on the church’s main 
cathedral after a funeral 
service over the weekend, 
leaving at least six Christians 
dead. ‘This is the first time 

the main Coptic Orthodox 
Cathedral has been attacked 
in Egypt’s history,’ Bishop 
Daniel said.  
‘We need to protect Egypt’s 
image. The country is 
suffering from a general state 
of instability and lawlessness 
which we have witnessed in 
the newspaper photos and 
on television screens, and 

this, together with the government’s 
inaction, is humiliating for Egypt and 
for the image of the state in general,’ 
John Nour said.

Rev. Hamdy Awad, representing 
the Presbyterian Church in Sydney, 
said that the Christians of Egypt 
are united on this issue as we are 
all suffering from persecution and 
sectarian attacks. Rev. Hamdy said, 
‘They burned an Anglican church 
because of those unjustified attacks.’

Mr Ayman Kamel offered his 
condolences and support to the 
Coptic community in Australia and 
other Christian communities. He 
said, ‘We are not happy to learn of 
those sectarian attacks and you can’t 
imagine how sad I am when I receive 
the sad news. I promise you that we 

at the Egyptian consulate 
office will follow up on your 
concerns and will take them 
to the proper authorities in 
Egypt.’

The delegation spent 90 
minutes at the Egyptian 
Consulate office.

hG biShop DANiel MeetS With eGYpt’S CoNSUl GeNerAl

(...coninued from page 2)

On Friday night, by the grace of 
God, HG Bishop Daniel together 
with the congregation, named the 
Church in Townsville ‘St Mary & St 
George Coptic Orthodox Church - 
Townsville’.

On Saturday 13th of April 2013 HG 
Bishop Daniel and Very Reverend Fr 
Augustinos Nada together with all 
the congregation prayed the Holy 
Liturgy in Townsville. HG ordained 
2 Deacons and the congregation 
partook of the Holy Communion in 
joy. Thanks to our Almighty God.

The Church Bank Accounts: 

1 - Account Name: ST MARY & ST 
GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX 
EDUCATIONAL CENTRE IN 
TOWNSVILLE QLD 
Account Number:  064000 1342 
7321

2 - Account Name: ST MARY & ST 
GEORGE COPTIC ORTHODOX 
EDUCATIONAL  CENTRE IN 
TOWNSVILLE QLD – SUNDAY 
BUILDING FUND ACCOUNT
Account Number: 06400 1342 7348

St MArY & St GeorGe CoptiC orthoDox ChUrCh 
eStAbliSheD iN toWNSVille

We, in the State of New South Wales, 
Australia, represent all Egyptian 
Christians and their Churches in 
this State. These Churches are 
shepherding the Egyptian Christian 
Communities in NSW.

Our Christian Egyptian Community 
is most successful and is enjoying a 
pristine reputation and is occupying a 
prominent position and an exemplary 
reputation in Australia. Our Egyptian 
Christians are model citizens of 
Australia and are carrying the flag of 
their Egyptian origins with pride.

Because of our great achievements 
and our united front, we are enjoying 
a prominent status in Australia.

Regrettably and with heavy hearts we 
are following up the current grave 
and regrettable incidents taking 
place against the Christians and their 
Christian Churches in our dearest 
Egypt.

We are continually beseeching 
Almighty God and praying to Him 
for the stability, security, peace and 
prosperity of our dear beloved Egypt 
and all Egyptians.

It is regretted that the revolution of 
25th of January was hijacked and was 
prevented from achieving its expected 
yield of eradication of corruption 
and anarchy and establishing, for 
all Egyptian, a state of confidence, 
security and stability. 

It is gravely disappointing to observe 
the deterioration of the safe existence 
and stable life for the Christians in 
Egypt, especially the safety of their 
Churches and establishments there.

From this prominent position in 
Australia and with our permanent 
attachment and love to Egypt and 
from our position of responsibility 
we are calling on you most excellent 
President Morsi to investigate the 
latest barbaric attacks on our people 
and Churches in Egypt. We are 
confident that your Excellency knows 
these incidents.

We are anxious to receive a comforting 
response from your Excellency to 
alleviate our fears for our Egyptian 
Christian brothers and sisters.

Same day invasion of the Grand 
Cathedral in Abbasseya Cairo, with 
the Police and security forces siding 
with the attackers, indicated to us that 
the Security Forces are endowing the 
criminals with official blessings.
We are equally saddened and 
disappointed of the attacks taking 
place, by the same mob, against 
the Azhar. To us the Azhar is a great 
Egyptian symbol, not only to the 

Moslem community, but also to the 
Christian.

The deliberate and planned attack 
against the Christian Churches at the 
provincial city of “El – Khosous” is a 
renewed episode of the atrocities 
waged against Egypt Christians 
during the last 2 years, where 
churches in Dahshour, Omraneya, El 
Wasta, El Amireya, El Marynat………
etc.

Here is an important question presents 
itself “(Who and where are the 
criminal perpetuators behind these 
despicable attacks and attackers? 
Who is bankrolling them? Would the 
Police and the States’ failure to identify 
and pursue such criminals could be 
interpreted by lack of desire or lack of 
ability to stop such evil atrocities? Has 
Justice completely disappeared from 
our beloved Egypt?

Another question presents itself. 
Why were the security forces able 
and empowered to stop the mob 
from attacking the HQ of the Muslim 
Brotherhood at EL MOKATTAM? But 
were prevented from using same 
ability to protect the Christian Coptic 
Cathedral?

At El MOKATTAM the Security Forces 
prevented any of the mob from 
coming near the Brotherhood HQ 
within 1000 metres (One Kilometre).

Another urgent question comes to 
mind? If the government in Egypt is 
not protecting us, to whom will we go 
and to whom will we raise our protests 
and complaints?

It is regretted that the peaceful, 
unarmed Coptic human shield 
attempting to protect the Cathedral, 
was attacked by tear gas thrown at 
them by the Egypt Security Forces???

Mr President

Where and to whom should we 
present our plea and complaint 
against such continued atrocities? 

Please be assured of our respect 
to you and your high office. We are 
continuing to pray for Egypt and for 
your excellency.

HG Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox 
Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated 
Regions

Father Youssef Ikladious
Pastor of the Coptic Catholic Church 
in Sydney

Father Hamdy Awad 
Pastor of Presbyterian Church in 
Sydney

+
CouNCIl of eGyPtIaN CHurCHes IN syDNey - australIa

statemeNt re: reCeNt eVeNts of el KHosous – KalIobIa & 
tHe attaCKs oN tHe GraND CatHeDral IN 

abbasseya, CaIro
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Please seND DoNatIoNs 
to: 

acc Name: 
St Mary & St Anthony’s 

Monastery 
bsb: 064 000 

account Number: 12900826
CBA  

swift Code: CTBAAU2S
Please note: This is tax 

deductable. 

For receipts and other 
enquiries, please email 

admin@copticmonasteryqld.org
Visit 

www.copticmonasteryqld.org 
for more info

Date Time AM Time PM
Wednesday 5/6/2013 9:00 H. Mass at St. George & Prince Tadros Church - Liverpool 1:00 Visiting the St. Shenouda Monestary - Putty
Thursday 6/6/2013 9:00 Visiting the St. Shenouda Monestary - Putty 7:30 Vesper at St. Mary, St. Bakhomios & St. Shenouda Church - Kirrawee
Friday 7/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at Archangel Michael & St. Bishoy Church - Mount Druitt 7:00 Youth Meeting at St. Demiana & St. Athanasious Church - Punchbowl
Saturday 8/6/2013 9:00 H.Mass at St. Mary & St. Marina Church - Penrith   7:00 Vesper at St.George Church - Kensington
Sunday 9/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Mary & St Mina Cathedral - Bexley 7:00 Servants Meeting at St Mary & St Abou Sefein Church - Rhodes
Monday 10/6/2013 9:00
Tuesday 11/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Mark's Church - Arncliffe Vesper at St. Antonious & St. Paul Church - Guildford
Wednesday 12/6/2013 9:00 H. Mass at The Apostles & St. Abanoub Church - Blacktown
Thursday 13/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St. Mary & St. Sedhom Bishay Church - Dural

Priest Conference at St. Abram Church - Long Point

proGrAM For the ViSit oF
 h.G. biShop DANiAl, Abbot oF SAiNt pAUl MoNASterY, reD SeA, eGYpt

(5th June 2013  - 13 June 2013)

proGrAM For the ViSit oF
 hiS GrACe biShop beSADA, biShop oF AKhMiM

(7 May - 20 May 2013 & 31 May - 17 June 2013)

So it was, as soon as the days of 
his service were completed, that he 

departed to his own house. (Luke 1:23)
40th Commemoration for the Monk, 

	  

Father 
Elia El-Baramosy

Saturday 18 May, Saint Mark’s Coptic 
Church, Arncliffe

Father Elia El-Baramosy is the brother 
of Mrs. Laila Nawar and the uncle of 

George Nawar and Simona Said.
The Family invites you to attend the 

Holy Mass and Agapi after in the 
Church Hall. 

Date Time
Tuesday 7/5/2013 6:10 Arrival by Etihad Airways
Wednesday 8/5/2013
Thursday 9/5/2013
Friday 10/5/2013
Saturday 11/5/2013
Sunday 12/5/2013 9:00  Holy Mass at St Mary & St Mina Cathedral - Bexley
Monday 13/5/2013
Tuesday 14/5/2013 19:30  Vespers at St Mary & St Abou Sefein Church - Rhodes
Wednesday 15/5/2013 
Thursday 16/5/2013
Friday 17/5/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St.George Church - Kensington 
Saturday 18/5/2013 Vespers  at The Apostles & St. Abanoub Church - Blacktown
Sunday 19/5/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at The Apostles & St. Abanoub Church - Blacktown
Monday 20/5/2013

Friday 31/5/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St. George & Prince Tadros Church - Liverpool 
Saturday1/6/2013 19:30 Vespers at St. Mary & St. Marina Church - Penrith 
Sunday 2/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Mark's Church - Arncliffe
Monday 3/6/2013 Visiting the Monastery
Tuesdat 4/6/2013
Wednesday 5/6/2013
Thursday 6/6/2013
Friday 7/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Demiana & St Athansious Church - Punchbowl
Saturday 8/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St. Mary, St. Bakhomious & St. Shenouda Church - Kirrawee  
Sunday 9/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Antonious & St Paul Church - Guildford
Monday 10/6/2013
Tuesday 11/6/2013
Wednesday 12/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Mary & St Mina Cathedral - Bexley
Thursday 13/6/2013
Friday 14/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Mary & St Joseph Church - Peakhurst
Saturday 15/6/2013
Sunday 16/6/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at Abu Sefein Church - Rhodes

TRAVEL TO MELBOUNRE

 
 
 
 

The Hon Julie Bishop MP 
Deputy Leader of the Opposition 

Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Shadow Minister for Trade

 

 
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600 

Ph: 02 6277 2102 Fax: 02 6277 8497 

8 April 2013

Egypt violence towards Coptic Christians

The Coalition calls for an immediate end to the violence towards the Coptic Christian 
community in Egypt.

The government of Egypt must ensure police apprehend those responsible for recent 
deadly attacks on Copts and that adequate security is provided to the Coptic 
community.

It is greatly concerning that sectarian clashes are taking place in the near vicinity of 
the Coptic cathedral in Cairo.

The government should take all possible steps to end this violence and prevent 
further escalation of attacks on Christians inside Egypt.

- Ends -

Media contact: Murray Hansen 0417 886 155
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PRESS RELEASE 

THE HON. TONY ABBOTT MHR, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR WARRINGAH 

 
ANTI-COPTIC VIOLENCE IN EGYPT 

 
The Coalition is concerned that Egypt's Copts continue to face great stress. 
 
In the latest incident, on 7 April, a funeral at Cairo’s St Mark’s Coptic cathedral for four Copts killed in 
sectarian violence came under attack resulting in a further death and many injuries. 
 
Tragically, the collapse of the Mubarak regime has led to increased violence against Egypt's Coptic 
community.  Since then, Copts around the world, including the tens of thousands in Australia, have been 
increasingly anxious about the difficult situation faced by members of their faith in Egypt. 
 
As I said at a major prayer vigil in Sydney in October 2011, a democracy must be judged not by how 
effectively it implements the will of the majority but how effectively it protects of the rights of the minority. 
 
The Australian government should impress on the Egyptian authorities, including through a statement, its 
concerns about the situation of Egypt's Coptic community and urge the country's leaders to establish a fully 
democratic political system which protects the rights of minorities. 
 
For the Coalition, nothing less is acceptable. 
 
 
11 April 2013 
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by HeGomeN PIsHoy Kamel

What does it mean to live the 
Resurrection with Christ? Questions 
and answers on the Resurrection, 
its scriptural significance, and its 
practical relevance in our lives.
 

Why Did He rise on the third 
Day?

Christ already died for the salvation 
of mankind. After He finished 
His message of salvation, it was 
appropriate for Him to rise quickly. 
He rose after three days because it is 
inappropriate for His holiness to see 
corruption. His remaining in the tomb 
three days confirmed the truth of His 
death. His resurrection confirmed His 
Divinity fulfilling these prophecies: 
“Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” (John 2:19) “For 
as Jonah was three days and three 
nights in the belly of the great fish, 
so will the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the 
earth.” (Mat 12:40) His resurrection 
confirmed the pleasure of the Father 
for the sacrifice of the cross.

His resurrection gave mankind hope 
for eternal life. As the soldiers follow 
their leader in war, the same do 
Christians follow the Head of faith 
and its perfection, the Lord Jesus. So 
as He lived estranged in the world, 
we live. And as He rose, we rise with 
Him. Just as it happens to the head, 
it happens to the members so that 
He might be the firstborn among 
many brethren. For the sake of this 
hope we struggle, tire, suffer and are 
persecuted in this world. The martyrs 
delivered their bodies to hunger, 
thirst, cold, fire, sword and all kinds 
of torture for the sake of hope of the 
glorious resurrection.

How Did He rise?

At His death, His soul became 
separated from His body. As for 
His Divinity, It did not become 
separated at all. Neither from His 
body nor from His soul. Because of 
this, no corruption befell the body. 
Then the soul went to Hades “and 
He descended into Hades through 
the Cross.” He descended with 

the image of a victorious king and 
delivered all of the fathers the saints 
who reposed on the hope of the 
coming of the Lord Jesus. For this, 
the saints rejoiced and the victory 
of the Lord of glory over death was 
fulfilled. Then the soul came to the 
tomb and became united with the 
body, so He gained a brilliance and 
glory... and the Lord of glory came 
out of the tomb while the doors were 
shut “the stone on the tomb”... just as 
He entered the womb of His mother 
while the doors were shut.

Just as Joseph came out of the 
prison so that he might be a deliverer 
to all of Egypt, Christ came out of the 
tomb as a victorious king, a Savior 
for the whole world. Just as Daniel 
the prophet came out of the lion’s 
den without any harm touching him, 
with the resurrection of the Lord from 
the tomb the saying was fulfilled, “O 
Death where is your sting? O Hades, 
where is your victory?”

resurrection With Christ

Whoever desires to enjoy the 
splendor of the Lord’s resurrection 
must have passed the experience 
of death with Christ. “For if we have 
been united together in the likeness 
of His death, certainly we also shall 
be in the likeness of His resurrection. 
Now if we died with Christ, we 
believe that we shall also live with 
him.” (Rom 6:5-6) “Likewise you also, 
reckon yourselves to be dead indeed 
to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. Therefore do not let sin 
reign in your mortal body, that you 
should obey it in its lusts.” (Rom 6:11-
12) “How shall we who died to sin live 
any longer in it?” (Rom 6:2)

resurrection, repentance and 
baptism

Repentance: Death from sin and 
resurrection with Christ. Baptism: 
Burial and resurrection with Christ.

“Therefore we were buried with Him 
through baptism into death, that just 
as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even so 
we also should walk in newness of 
life.” (Rom 6:4) St. John Chrysostom 

says: “Indeed, the Lord 
confirmed the truth of the 
resurrection after forty days 
by different appearances 
and numerous forms, in 
order to prove to us that 
we are engaged in the 
resurrection for a new 
life in the likeness of His 
resurrection... in newness 
of life.”

How Do We enter 
into the Power of the 

resurrection?

Indeed, the body of the 
Lord in His resurrection 
became a spiritual heaven, 
not submitting to the world even 
though it lives in the world. Therefore 
it is appropriate: That our lives be 
heavenly even though we live in the 
world since if we live according to the 
flesh we will die, but if by the Spirit we 
put to death the deeds of the body, 
we will live. (Rom 8:13) The deeds of 
the flesh that we should avoid are “...
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, 
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, 
dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, 
drunkenness, revelries...” (Galatians 
5:19- 21)

T h e r e f o r e 
we should 
b e c o m e 
s e p a r a t e d 
from the world 
even though 
we live in the 
world. Due 
to this, the 
Apostle says, 
“the time is 
short, so that 
from now on 
even those 
who have 
wives should 
be as though 
they had 
none, those 
who weep as 

though they did not weep, those 
who rejoice as though they did not 
rejoice, those who buy as though 
they did not possess and those who 
use this world as not misusing it.” (1 
Corinthians 7:29-31)

Lastly “If then you were raised with 
Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ is, sitting at the 
right hand of God... For you died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is our life appears, 
then you also will appear with Him in 
glory.” (Col 3:1-4)

With ChriSt iN the reSUrreCtioN

COPTS of Australia would like to thank you all 
for the help and support that is changing the 
lives of hundreds of Christian families locally 
and in  Egypt. One of the many projects that 
COPTS  supports is the Happy Heart Centre 
which supports mentally disabled young 
people, the centre was established in May 
2005 in El Mansoura city and cared for by 
a group of servants from St. Mary church in 
Toriel, Mansoura.  Caring for mentally disabled 
children is very challenging, especially in 
countries where people are struggling to 

survive from day to day. Some of these kids 
had been exploited and abused.  They simply 
don’t have any protection, the centre provide 
care in a Christian way.  Due to the increase 
demand on the centre, there is an urgent 
need to expand and accommodate these 
kids in a proper place, the centre currently 
is renting 2 flats. God has moved some kind 
hearts and the centre now has a vacant block 
of land, however, they are in desperate need 
for funds to start building so they can have 
their own equipped place.  

If you would like  more information on this 
project, please contact Mr Sherif Beshara on 
0405130038.

If you want to take the blessings of being part 
of this project or any of the other projects. 
Please contact Mr Heshmat Grace on 
0413276514 or 95892293 

Copts is only able to support these programs 
through your prayers and financial support.

Donation above $2 are tax deductible

C.o.p.t.S
“Love one another ... as I have loved you”

HAPPY HEART CENTRE EL MANSOuRA
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Exodus Youth Worx?
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au          facebook.com/exodusyouthworx

“They (Exodus) are doing Pioneering work.”
- HG Bishop Paula, May 2012

9 April 2013
Dear friends,

Exodus Youth Worx (EYW) is a Christian based 
youth organisation providing support services to 
youth aged 18- 35 in Sydney. Many of these young 
people identify with Coptic Orthodox heritage.

Emergency housing, employment assistance, 
drug/alcohol support counselling, skills training, 
creative art, media and sport activities and regular 
Christian workshops are just some of the services 
that Exodus has been providing over the past 10 
years.

Exodus has miraculously survived from month 
to month with limited funds. However, we regret 
that we cannot guarantee the continuation of 
Exodus into the future. The reality is that rental 
costs, program costs and the payment of wages 
to our skeleton staff cannot be insured beyond a 
monthly basis. Our overheads are in the vicinity of 
$6,000 per week.

For this very reason, the Exodus board is seeking 
more sustainable financial solutions. Exodus Youth 
Worx would greatly appreciate your help to outlay 

a deposit to purchase a property.

We ask you to consider one of the below tax 
deductible options to help keep us alive:

HelP us to PurCHase a ProPerty
(Exodus currently rents three premises for drop in 
support, crisis accommodation, youth activities, 
administration at a weekly cost of $1,730)
We are seeking 30 sponsors @ $5,000 each

steP It uP
We are seeking 200 donors @ $10 per week. Other 
amounts are of course welcome.
To ensure these funds are allocated correctly, 
please transfer by direct credit. To donate to 
the property fund, please using the transfer 
description: “PR(First Name, Surname)”. To donate 
regularly, please using the transfer description: 
“REG(First Name, Surname)”. All receipts will be 
sent to you at the end of the financial year.
bank: St George Bank
acct name: Exodus Youth Worx 
bsb: 112-879
acct no: 465-556-041

If you wish to learn more about the property 
project please contact Lydia Awad on 0401 000 
071 or by e-mail: lydia.awad@gmail.com

Many thanks for your keeping us afloat!

Debbie armanious
Director
Exodus Youth Worx
Mobile 0402 304 762
Email deb@exodusyouthworx.org.au

Exodus is a Christian based youth community, 
which aspires to reconnect people to Christ and 
His teachings. In doing so it offers fellowship 
through various activities that provide youth with a 
supportive, positive and constructive network and 
environment. It offers services that support and 
encourage emotional, physical, mental, social and 
spiritual growth.

by Dr maKram GIrGIs
m.D., PH.D. 

“In the world you will have tribulation; 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world.” (John 16:33).

Last month I wrote Part 1 about the 
“Tragedies and Suffering of Egypt’s 
Copts” and I was hoping to express 
(in Part 2) my views on restoration 
of full citizenship rights to Copts in 
Egypt.  As if the Copts did not have 
enough tragedies and sufferings, 
I just saw on CTV the tragic events 
that took place in Cairo at our most 
sacred Cathedral.  I felt that: “If I was 
not Coptic, I would dearly love to be 
Coptic.”

Last month I wrote about the 
tragedies and sufferings of Egypt’s 
Copts; from the ugly time of Sadat 
to the present time, just before the 
El Khossous incident.  I watched 
proudly, but with a broken heart the 
poor families who were mourning 
the tragic, wicked, unprovoked death 
of their beloved men at El Khossous.  
As if that was not enough suffering, 
while carrying the coffins just outside 
the Cathedral, evil people (including 
the corrupt police) began shooting 
and throwing poisonous gas at the 
mourners.  To make matters worse, a 
young man (far from the Cathedral) 
was stabbed to death and another 
burnt and died later.  One hundred 
and eighty people were injured 
around the Cathedral; the whole 
world was in a state of shock.

The Egyptians, both Christians and 
Muslims, could not believe that the 
sacred Coptic Cathedral, the symbol 
of Christianity for 2000 years, was 
viciously attacked in such a manner, 
for the first time in history.  In the 
last article, I indicated how President 
Gamal Abdel Nasser helped His 
Holiness Pope Kyrillos build this 
great Cathedral.

Sadly however, after the death of 
Nasser, Sadat said, “I am a Muslim 
man and the President of a Muslim 
country.”  Since then our great 
country Egypt has gone downhill 

(culminating in Morsi), resulting in 
continuous persecution of the Copts 
and the tragic incident at our great 
Cathedral.  Our Pope Shenouda said, 
“Rabina Mawgood, Ma humal Kulo le 
elkhair; miserata tintahi.”

The Egyptian Muslims have realised 
how evil the Muslim Brotherhood 
is and they are now uniting with 
their Coptic brothers under a true 
Egyptian Nation with the banner, 
“Cross and Crescent”.  Our great 
Pope Shenouda indeed predicted 
this and, in his wisdom, has pleaded 
with all of us to be patient and behave 

in a Christian manner.

I am hoping that things will settle 
down in our dear Egypt and the 
criminals will be brought to justice.  
Coptic Christians all around the 
world are now holding banners and 
protesting against the massacre 
of innocent Copts in Egypt.  I hope 
to write (in Part 3) the article that 
I intended to write last month; 
expressing my views and those of 
many brave Copts on restoration 
of full citizenship rights of Copts in 
Egypt.

trAGeDieS AND SUFFeriNG oF eGYptS CoptS
(pArt tWo)
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by fr. alexaNDer sCHmemaNN

My belief in Christ does not come from the 
opportunity given to me to participate, since 
earliest childhood, in the paschal celebration. 
Rather, Pascha is made possible, that unique night 
fills with light and joy and such victorious power 
in the greeting “Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!” 
because my faith itself was born from experience 
of the living Christ. 

How and when was it born? I don’t know, I don’t 
remember. I only know that every time I open the 
gospel and read about Christ, read his words, read 
his teaching, I consciously repeat, with all my heart 
and being, what was said by those who were sent 
to arrest Christ but who returned to the Pharisees 
without him: “No man ever spoke like this man” 
(Jn. 7:46). Therefore what I know first of all is that 
Christ’s teaching is alive, and that nothing on 
earth can be compared with it. And this teaching 
is about him, about eternal life, about victory over 
death, about a love that conquers and overcomes 
death. I know as well that in a life where everything 
seems so difficult and tiresome, the one constant 
that never changes and never leaves is this inner 
awareness that Christ is with me. “I will not leave 
you as orphans, I will come to You” (Jn. 14:18). And 
he does come and give the feeling of his presence 
through prayer, through a thrill of soul, through a 
joy so incomprehensible, yet so very alive, through 
his mysterious, but again so certain, presence in 
church during services and in sacraments. 

This living experience is always growing, this 
knowledge, this aware- ness which becomes so 

obvious that Christ is here and that his word has 
been ful- filled: whoever loves Me, “I will love him 
and manifest myself to him Jn. 14:21). And whether 
I am in a crowd or alone, this certitude of his 
presence, this power of his word, this joy of faith in 
him remains with me. This is the only answer and 

the only proof.

“Why do you seek the living among the dead? Why 
do you mourn the incorrupt amid corruption?” All 
Christianity, therefore, is the experience of faith 
repeated again and again as if for the first time, 
through its incarnation in rites, words, music, and 
colors. To the unbeliever, it may indeed seem 
like a mirage; he hears only words, he sees only 
incomprehensible ceremonies, and he understands 
them only outwardly. But for believers, all of this 
radiates from within, and not as proof of his faith, 
but as its result, as its life in the world, in the soul, in 
history. Therefore the darkness and sadness of Holy 
Friday is for us something real, alive, contemporary; 
we can cry at the cross and experience everything 
that took place in that triumph of evil, treachery, 
cowardice, and betrayal; we can contemplate 
the life-bearing tomb on Holy Saturday with 
excitement and hope. And therefore, every year 
we can celebrate Easter, Pascha, the Resurrection. 
For Easter is not the remembrance of an event in 
the past. It is the real encounter in happiness and 
joy, with him whom our hearts long ago knew and 
encountered as the life and light of all light.

Easter night testifies that Christ is alive and with us, 
and that we are alive with him. The entire celebration 
is an invitation to look at the world and life, and to 
behold the dawning of the mystical day of the King- 
dom of light. “Today the scent of Spring begins,” 
sings the church, “and the new creation exults...” It 
exults in faith, in love and in hope.

Christ is Risen! Glorify Him!

ChriSt iS riSeN!

by st JoHN CHrysostom

If anyone is devout and a lover of God, let them 
enjoy this beautiful and radiant festival. If anyone is 
a grateful servant, let them, rejoicing, enter into the 
joy of his Lord.

If anyone has wearied themselves in fasting, let 
them now receive recompense.

If anyone has labored from the first hour, let them 
today receive the just reward. If anyone has come 
at the third hour, with thanksgiving let them feast.

If anyone has arrived at the sixth hour, let them 
have no misgivings; for they shall suffer no loss. If 
anyone has delayed until the ninth hour, let them 
draw near without hesitation.

If anyone has arrived even at the eleventh hour, 
let them not fear on account of tardiness. For the 
Master is gracious and receives the last even as the 
first; he gives rest to him that comes at the eleventh 
hour, just as to him who has labored from the first.

He has mercy upon the last and cares for the first; 
to the one he gives, and to the other he is gracious. 
He both honors the work and praises the intention.

Enter all of you, therefore, into the joy of our Lord, 
and, whether first or last, receive your reward.

O rich and poor, one with another, dance for joy! O 
you ascetics and you negligent, celebrate the day!

You that have fasted and you that have disregarded 
the fast, rejoice today!

The table is rich-laden; feast royally, all of you! The 
calf is fatted; let no one go forth hungry!

Let all partake of the feast of faith. Let all receive the 
riches of goodness. Let no one lament their poverty, 
for the universal kingdom has been revealed.

Let no one mourn their transgressions, for pardon 

has dawned from the grave. Let no one fear death, 
for the Saviour’s death has set us free.

He that was taken by death has annihilated it! He 
descended into Hades and took Hades captive!

He embittered it when it tasted his flesh! And 
anticipating this Isaiah exclaimed: “Hades was 
embittered when it encountered thee in the lower 
regions.”

It was embittered, for it was abolished! It was 
embittered, for it was mocked!

It was embittered, for it was purged! It was 
embittered, for it was despoiled!

It was embittered, for it was bound in chains!

It took a body and came upon God! It took earth 
and encountered heaven!

It took what it saw but crumbled before what it 
had not seen! (over)O death, where is thy sting? O 
Hades, where is thy victory?

Christ is risen, and you are overthrown! Christ is 
risen, and the demons are fallen!

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice! Christ is risen, 
and life reigns!

Christ is risen, and not one dead remains in a tomb!

For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become 
the first-fruits of them that slept. To him be glory 
and might unto ages of ages. Amen.
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