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INAUgUrAtIoN of the  
rt rev Dr gleNN NAUNtoN DAvIS

holY lItUrgY At St MArY & St JohN the 
BeloveD ChUrCh, WAggA WAggA

HG Bishop Daniel together with  
V Rev Fr Shenouda Mansour attended 
the Inauguration of The Rt Rev Dr 
Glenn Naunton Davis as Archbishop 

of Sydney & Metropolitan of NSW 
- Friday 23rd of August 2013  -  At 
the Cathedral Church of St Andrew, 
Sydney.

HG Bishop Daniel with the 
Congregation of St Mary & St John 
The Beloved Church in Wagga 

Wagga, NSW after the Holy Mass on 
Sunday 11th of August 2013

by tHe australIaN CoPtIC 
moVemeNt

Hundreds of Egyptian Australians 
and members of the Australian public 
attended a rally in Martin Place, Sydney 
on Sunday, 24 August 2013 to protest 
against violent, coordinated attacks by the 
Muslim Brotherhood on Coptic Churches 
and other religious institutions including 
schools, monasteries and orphanages, the 
destruction of hospitals, police stations 
and other public buildings and the looting 
and damage caused to an ancient Egyptian 
Museum.

The protest was organised by the Australian 
Coptic Movement Association (ACM) 
in conjunction a number of Australian-
Egyptian organisations, listed below:

•	 Australian Mediterranean Christian 
Assoc.,

•	 Coptic Orphans
•	 International Conscience For Human 

Rights Assoc.,
•	 People’s Voice Assoc.,
•	 The Australian Coptic Assoc.,
•	 The Australian Egyptian Council Forum,
•	 The Australian Egyptian Federation,
•	 The Australian Egyptian Friendship 

Assoc.,
•	 The Coptic Centre For Culture and Arts,
•	 The Egyptians Social Democratic Party,

(continued on page 8...)

SYDNeY rAllY expoSINg MUSlIM BrotherhooD AttrACtS WIDeSpreAD MeDIA AtteNtIoN
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Aug. 18, 2013

Greetings to all.

These days in the history of Egypt are 
indeed	 difficult.	 The	 events	 taking	
place are by all measures are very 
sad, combining terrorism, crime, 
bloodshed and aggression. 

Certain people are speaking in the 
name of religion saying things that 
are not acceptable mentally, logically 
or practically. I feel inside that this 
has injured the national unity that 
we have always declared. After this 
crisis ends, society should truly 
search for the reasons as to how 
these circumstances came about in 
the	first	place	and	how	people	with	
such an extremist mentality came 
into existence. 

I know that Egypt is known for its 
moderatism in all things. Our lives as  
Egyptians, whether Muslim or Coptic, 
at the level of the individual or family, 
are known for their moderatism in 
all things. How did such extremism 
come into existence? 

As for attacks on our churches, what 
did the church do to get involved in 
a struggle such as this? What did the 
church do that it was attacked with 
such aggression? What? If an attack 
on a home or public institution is 
a crime, what about an attack on a 

house of God? How should that be 
judged? How can we accept this? 
How can our brothers, the other 
citizens in this nation accept this? 
How?

In truth, there is a saying that came 
to my mind today from an Indian 
poet that says love is like incense. 
Its beautiful smell will not emerge 
unless	 it	 is	 thrown	 into	 the	 fire.	 In-
spite of all that we are seeing and 
experiencing in these unacceptable 
events, that even if the hand of evil 
is torching, killing and destroying, I 
have full faith that the hand of God 
is stronger and mightier, and it is the 
hand that rebuilds. 

I want to tell you that we are 
commanded by our Lord Jesus 
Christ in our Christianity to love our 
enemies, to bless those who curse us 
and to do good to those who hate 
us. This is what we have. So despite 
this crisis, these mindless acts, this 
excessive destruction, in all faith, I 
would like to direct my words to all 
Egyptians, those Copts that have 
suffered a lot from what is happening 
and our moderate brothers in this 
nation that do not accept such acts, 
that	firstly	 I	offer	my	condolences	to	
all those who lost their lives in the 
past two days. My heart is with all 
those who are injured. 

I truly feel inside that all the events 
that are taking place in the land of 

our country, Egypt, are not Egyptian 
in character. Yet our country is 
guarded by the hand of God. I am 
not just saying this as a matter of 
debate or discourse, but that is what 
history is witnessing. Yet our country 
is guarded by the hand of God. Truly 
our country, Egypt, is guarded by the 
hand of God. 

I know very well that God is Almighty. 
What is happening in Egypt, God 
is allowing to happen. It is not a 
product of human thought or action. 
God allows it. However, all evil has an 
end and these crimes have an end. 

Our history in Egypt is full of 
examples of such bitter tragedies. 
Yet, Christians have accepted them 
and moved on and prayed for those 
that perpetrated them that God 
may give them wisdom and better 
judgement.

I am following all that is happening 
in the land of Egypt, whether the 
destruction of churches, stores, 
schools or nunneries. These are not 
humane actions. There is nothing 
humane about these actions. These 
people have lost their humanity. 

I want to take the chance to tell the 
police department, the armed forces, 
the media and our moderate brothers 
in the nation that you have withstood 
a lot in recent days, and now it is very 
important that you maintain your role 

of strength during this crisis in our 
nation.

I want to tell everyone that the eye 
of God is on the land of Egypt and 
all that happens in it. And those that 
have committed such acts that are 
not acceptable mentally, logically or 
morally, these shall be punished by 
God. God’s punishment is severe.  I 
tell all people that you will live at 
maximum a hundred or so years and 
may God prolong your life. But you 
will stand before God’s judgement 
one day. In front of God you shall 
be judged according to the deeds 
your hands have committed. God’s 
judgement is swift, not just towards 
you as an individual, but to all those 
who followed in your deeds, be it a 
family or a generation of followers, 
God the Almighty will have his 
vengeance. Vengeance will not come 
via the hands of a human being. It is 
a Divine vengeance. Who can stand 
before the Lord?

by H.H. PoPe SHenoudA III

When we give thanks to the Lord, we 
are glorifying God, acknowledging 
His loving- kindness to us. Come, 
taste and live the life of Thanksgiving 
to God for His glorious works and 
love to us!
 
He who lives the life of thanksgiving 
is a noble person, acknowledges and 
does not forget a favor. He NEVER 
forgets any good offered to him, and 
expresses his thanks. Thanksgiving 
is in his heart on his tongue for God 
and men.  The Lord Jesus blessed 
the Samaritan, who was the only 
one of the ten lepers who were 
cleansed, he “fell down on his face at 
his feet, giving Him thanks.” So Jesus 
answered and said, “Were there 
not ten cleansed. But where are the 
nine? Were there not any found who 
returned to give glory to God except 
this foreigner?” (Luke 17:17). 

Therefore, when you give thanks, you 
are glorifying God, acknowledging 
His loving- kindness to you. “Give 
thanks always for all things” (Eph. 
5:20) Giving thanks to God has no 
specific	 occasions	 but	 it	 must	 be	
“Always”. As long as it is continuous, 
it covers the whole life and therefore 
the expression “Life of Thanksgiving” 
applies to it. The same teaching was 
explained	 in	 the	 first	 epistle	 to	 the	
Thessalonians, “Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing in everything give 
thanks” (1 Thess. 5:17-18). For this 
reason the Prayer of Thanksgiving 
precedes all other prayers in our 
Church.

Thanksgiving for All Things
The church begins with the prayer 
of thanksgiving even at funerals. The 
apostle says “And whatever you do in 
word or deed, do all in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

“ (Col. 3:17). We thank You in every 
occasion, in every condition and for 
all things. So, it is not only giving 
thanks always but also for all things 
because God continually makes 
good to us. The apostle said, “And 
we know that all things work together 
for good to those who love God “ 
(Rom.8:28), either in the apparent 
good or in matters that seem not for 
good, but in fact it is good and we do 
not know! 

For	this	we	call	God	the	“Beneficent”,	
He does not do except good, and 
the person who believes in God’s 
quality, gladly accepts everything 
which gives thanks to God. Joseph’s 
brothers sold him as a slave; their 
action was in itself evil, treachery, 
and lack of love, cruelty and envy. 
But God changed that evil into good 
and Joseph “Was made a father to 
Pharaoh, and Lord of his people”. 
... He told his brothers, “You meant 
evil against me; but God meant it for 
good ... to save many people alive” 
(Gen. 50-20).

The children of God are always joyful, 
they thank Him for all things. They 
thank Him from all their hearts, not 
only by words, but also by offering 
a	sacrifice	of	praise,	peace	offerings	
or vows. As the prophet David says, 
“I will take up the cup of salvation 
and call upon the name of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now 
in the presence of all people” (Ps. 
116:13,14). Levels of Thanksgiving 
The least is giving thanks for the 
miracles, gifts, great pleasures and 
the plentiful good things, …. There 
is a higher level of thanksgiving; to 
give thanks over little things…. If we 
gave thanks over a few things God 
will make us rulers over many things. 
Perhaps, among the advantages of 
thanksgiving are the continuity of the 
blessings and its increase, as one of 

the Church Fathers said,

“Not a gift without increase, except 
that without thanksgiving”...

There is also thanksgiving over what 
is hidden and unseen. Thanksgiving 
for the wars and troubles which 
were possible to come to us but 
did not because of God’s keeping 
and care….. We give thanks for 
the hidden matters.. .. In all this, 
thanksgiving is mixed with love. 
Constant thanksgiving does not 
need	 a	 specific	 reason	 but	 it	 is	
enough that we are in God’s care, 
and we are His children, and such 
feeling is connected with the life of 
submission.

Thanksgiving Over Tribulation

The highest level of thanksgiving is to 
give thanks to God over tribulations. 
We thank God over the tribulations 
from which He saved us…. But, what 
is greater than this is also thank 
Him over the prevailing tribulations 
which we bear and live in. By faith we 
believe it is for our good. To endure 
and bear tribulations, is a virtue. To 
be content with the tribulation and 
accept it is a greater virtue. And what 
is more important is to give thanks 
over the tribulation with complete 
surrender and joy. If we thank God 
for the gifts only, then our love is 
for the gifts not for God the giver 
Himself. But if we give thanks to God 
in tribulation we prove that we love 
God Himself and not for His gifts. We 
do not only love Him for the nice gifts 
He gives us, health, wealth, success, 
peace and comforts of life, but God 
must be our goal, either He gave us 
good things or tribulations.

We should not allow such events to 
take away our peace from us or our 
joy in the Lord. No matter what the 

outer circumstances may be, we 
rejoice in the Lord always and do 
not lose our peace with God and 
man. It is written that the fruits of 
the Spirit are “Love, peace, joy...” 
(Gal. 5:22), and our peace, comfort 
and joy will affect others and by 
our good example we lead others 
to God. Also, tribulation needs 
thanksgiving because it strengthens 
the spiritual life. It gives us depth in 
prayer and depth in our relationship 
with God...a severe tribulation leads 
man to repentance. More than a 
hundred sermons or reading many 
spiritual books. In tribulations, we 
see the hand of the Lord working,.. 
and His care and protection. In the 
tribulation, we see the hand of God, 
His wonders and His power. It gives-
us experience we could not attain 
without it. Also, it sifts the Church and 
separates the tares; from the wheat. 
For all these reasons, we give thanks 
to God over tribulation and consider 
it a blessing. Of course the person 
who thanks over tribulation shall give 
thanks for all other things. He lives 
the constant life of thanksgiving and 
never murmurs or complains.
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hoW Do We leAD the lIfe of the MArtYrS DUrINg thIS Age ?
by HG bIsHoP DaNIel

My	 beloved,	 the	 flock	 of	 our	 Lord	
Jesus Christ in the Diocese of 
Sydney:  I pray the Lord Jesus Christ 
to bless you, your families and your 
homes.

The era of martyrdom has not ended:  
We remember our Christian innocent 
brethren who were  killed for the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
we pray the LORD to receive their 
souls in His Heavenly Kingdom.

How do we lead the life of the 
Martyrs during this Age?

To lead the blessed life of our Church 
Martyrs in this present day and age, 
there are several disciplines and 
behavioral patterns, which we need 
to follow, of which we will mention 
but a few. We pray our LORD through 
the intercession of His Mother the 
Virgin Mary, through the prayers of 
all the martyrs and saints and the 
prayers of H.H. Pope Tawadros II  that 
we may be able to lead such a holy 
life.

We need to offer the genuine 
worship which we received from 

our saintly forefathers through the 
sacred tradition as described by St. 

John (4:23)

“But the hour is coming, and now 
is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for the Father is seeking such to 
worship Him.”

We	need	to	lead	a	life	of	reflective	
prayer, and not betray our faith 

against the challenges which face 
us, rather endure all sufferings for 

the sake of our Lord.

Leading	 a	 life	 of	 reflective	 prayer	
strengthens our faith.  A strong 
faith gives strength of endurance of 
sufferings, and the endurance of any 
form of sufferings in Christ’s name is 
in itself a form of martyrdom;  it is the 
perfume which we lovingly pour at 
Jesus’ feet.
“Yet for Your sake we are killed all day 
long; We are accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter.” Psalm 44:22

We need not to fear the worldly 
authority when we witness for the 

Truth against the wrong:

The best example for this is St. 
John the Baptist whose Feast 
coincided with the Coptic New Year 
for Martyrs.  Those martyrs“ who 
through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, and gained 
what was promised; who shut the 
mouths of lions, quenched the fury 
of	the	flames,	and	escaped	the	edge	

of the sword; whose weakness was 
turned to strength; and who became 
powerful in battle and routed foreign 
armies….were tortured and refused 
to be released, so that they might 
gain a better resurrection. 36Some 
faced	 jeers	 and	 flogging,	 while	 still	
others were chained and put in 
prison. They were stoned; they were 
sawed in two; they were put to death 
by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, 
persecuted and mistreated— 38the 
world was not worthy of them” 
[Heb.11:33-38]

We pray our Lord Jesus Christ to 
strengthen us and enable us to:

•	 offer Him the genuine worship 
which we received from our saintly 
forefathers

•	 lead	a	life	of	reflective	prayer	and	
never to betray our faith regardless 
of the challenges and sufferings 
we may face

•	 give us strength to endure our 
sufferings with thanks for the sake 
of his Holy Name throughout our 
life on this earth

•	 bless us with gift of planning our 
time to allow time for reading the 
Bible and follow its teachings

•	 give us the wisdom and the 
courage to speak the truth fearless 
of threat or adversity, knowing that 
our life on this earth is only short.

•	 Bless us with the gift of 
evangelising the Gospel, through 
being the good role model.

May our Lord Jesus Christ keep 
the life of the father of fathers His 
Holiness Pope Tawadros II, Pope of 
Alexandria and Patriarch of the See 
of St Mark for many years to come 
caring for His church and building 
the kingdom of heaven on earth.

May the Lord Jesus Christ bless you 
all.

Glory and honour be to our LORD for 
ever and ever - Amen 

We, The Bishops and Representatives 
of the Eastern Churches in NSW- 
Australia who are gathered today, 
Friday 23rd of August 2013 in the 
Office	 of	 the	 Coptic	 Orthodox	
Church Diocese of Sydney, are 
following closely the unfortunate 
incidents occurring in the Middle 
East. We have been witnessing the 
wide spread targeted attacks on 
churches and Christians over the 
past few years, and which sadly have 
escalated to levels unknown till now.

We express our total rejection of all 
kinds of violence and we are deeply 
concerned by the spread of armed 
groups and dark malicious forces 
which are brutally attacking public 
entities and churches; terrorizing 
the civilians and destroying our 
original home lands. These attacks 
by the extremists and fanatics are 
unprecedented. We condemn these 
actions which stand against the 
basic notions of freedom of religion, 

morals, and human rights.

We support our people in our 
Mother lands in their aspirations for 
a prosperous and peaceful future for 
their countries.

Our sincere condolences are 
extended to the families of the 
victims and martyrs who gave their 
lives for their belief. We pray God the 
Almighty for the repose of the souls 
of the victims and to grant speedy 
recovery to all those who were injured 
and	afflicted	by	these	sad	events.	We	
have	full	 faith	and	confidence	in	the	
Divine providence that will guide 
these nations in this delicate time of 
their	history	to	a	brighter	future	filled	
with justice, peace and democracy. 

We value the stands of the friendly 
and loyal countries that understand 
the nature of these events and offer 
support. 

We call upon the International 
Media to provide a comprehensive 
fair account of all events with truth, 
accuracy and honesty.

We ask our fellow Australians, as 
well as the Australian government to 
stand with our nations of origin; to 
speak out against these atrocities and 
do all what is in their means to stop 
these acts of violence immediately. 

As	an	official	seat	holder	of	the	United	
Nations Security Council, Australia 
has a unique historic opportunity 
and responsibility to stand up for and 
promote what our Nation believes in: 
democracy, freedom of religion, and 
human rights. 

We will continue to support our 
people in their endeavour for 
love and forgiveness, though it 
bewilders them to watch the free 
and democratic Nations of this 
world which welcomed them as new 

citizens, shying away from taking a 

clear and appropriate stand against 

the acts of the fanatics and extremists.

As a sign of solidarity we invite all our 

faithful, as well as our fellow citizens 

with	our	public	officials	to	join	us	for	a	

prayer vigil on Thursday 29th August 

2013 at 7:00 pm at St Anthony and St 

Paul Coptic Church at 29 Bolton Rd, 

Guildford.

We pray our merciful God to alleviate 

the pain and the suffering of the 

afflicted	 and	 their	 families,	 asking	

Him through the intercession of 

the Virgin Mary to guide us and 

enlighten us to bring peace and joy 

where chaos and pain prevail, mainly 

to the Middle East Region.  

Signed by Bishop and representatives 

of 14 Eastern Churches

† 
Heads of the Eastern Christian Churches In Australia and New Zealand

Statement Concerning the Recent Sad Events in the Middle East 
(Friday, August 23rd, 2013)

“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.”  (Matthew 5:11)
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Saint Mark's Coptic orthodox College

On Friday 23rd August St Mark’s Coptic 
Orthodox	 College	 held	 its	 Official	
Opening of the Sport and Arts Centre 
in the presence of His Grace Bishop 
Daniel, The Honourable Senator Mrs 
Stephens, The Honourable Federal 
Member for the Seat of Hughes, Mr 
Kelly, the Honourable State Member 
for the Seat of Menai, Mrs Gibbons, 
the Mayor of Liverpool, Mr Mannoun, 
the Director of St Mary and St Mina’s 
College, the Very Reverend Fr Mikhail 
Mikhail, Mr Faiz Hanania, College 
Board Members, other special guests, 
parents, staff and students.
It was a wonderful event with a 
number of our students performing 
prior to the unveiling of the plaque. 
Justina Hanna (9) played a beautiful 
classical	piece	flawlessly	on	the	violin	
highlighting her impeccable skills, 
the Senior Trio comprising of Peter 
Gorgey (12), Matthew Garas (12) 
and Rhea Varghese (12) performed 
their own composition supported by 
Waleed Philibos (10) and displayed 
their	brilliant	 talents.	The	finale	was	a	

percussion performance from the Folk 
Group. 

His Grace Bishop Daniel addressed 
the audience and spoke about the 
plight of our fellow brothers and sisters 
in Egypt and how our hearts go out 
to them in their special time of need 
and thanked the Federal Government 
for their generosity in providing 
the funding for this well-resourced 
building. The Honourable Senator Mrs 
Stephens spoke about the importance 
of this day for our community in having 
facilities of such quality and how this 
day resonated with her, as it was the 
day of her father’s passing, some years 
ago. Mr Kelly also spoke about how 
fortunate we are as a society to have 
a Sport and Arts Centre compared to 
our predecessors from over a century 
ago. They would have thought that 
facilities like this would have been 
only a distant dream, but our students 
will	certainly	benefit	from	its	use.	

It was a day where St Mark’s College 
and the broader Coptic Orthodox 
Community were proud of what it has 
achieved in the College’s short history. 
The Head of College Mr Rekouniotis 
outlined the cost of the project 
at $2.744 million and the Federal 
Government contributed $2.044, with 
the remaining shortfall of $700,000 in 
borrowings.

All that has been achieved at St Mark’s 
Coptic Orthodox College has been 
through the blessings of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through the intercession 
of our Patron Saint, St Mark and the 
hard work and support of everyone 
within our community. May the Lord 
continue to encourage us, to work for 
Him.

	  

The Official Opening of the Sport and Arts Centre
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 (Immediate Start) 
 
 
The College is seeking to fill a Maintenance Position on a Part-Time basis. This position is 
best suited for a retired tradesman or accredited handyman. The person must be self-
motivated and have the initiative to create and maintain a safe College environment. Grounds 
and buildings must be up kept with minor repairs or ongoing painting. 
  
 

Applicants must be supportive of a Coptic Orthodox Christian Education. 
 

Applications close on Friday 6th September, 2013 and must be addressed to:  
 
 

The Head of College 
Email:    headofcollege@stmarks.nsw.edu.au 
 
Closing Date:  Friday 6th September, 2013  
 

 
لمنن إإختررتهھ يیارربب ليیسكنن في دديیارركك إإلي ااالبدد. "" ططووبي   

ذذكرريي االميیالدد االسمائي ااألوولل للززووجة االفاضلهھ  
ووااألمم االغاليیة وواالجددةة االحبيیبة تيیتهھ  

 
هھھھيیالنهھ حمايیة ميیخائيیلل إإبررااهھھھيیمم  

 
ووحشتيینا يیاماما٬، ال اااليیامم ووال االسنيینن تنسيینا محبتكك. كنتت مثاآل رراائعا للتضحيیة 

تت مع االبساططة وواالفررحح وواالتسليیمم وواالقلبب االططيیبب ووإإنكارر االذذااوواالمحبة وواالووددااعة 
االكاملل للرربب يیسووعع. ووكانن ررحيیلكك يیوومم عيیدد االشهھددااء فنلتت 

برركة عيیددهھھھمم ووفررحة لقائهھمم٬، ططووباكك يیا حبيیبتنا االغاليیة  – 
أأذذكرريینا اامامم عررشش االنعمة حتي نلقاكك.   

 
ووتقيیمم ااألسررةة االقددااسس ااأللهھي لررووحهھا االططاهھھھررةة يیوومم ااألحدد 

بكنيیسة االقدديیسس االعظظيیمم ماررجررجسس  2013/  9 / 15االموواافقق 
بكنسنجتوونن.   

ززووجكك : عقيیدد نجيیبب ااسكنددرر   
أأووالددكك : دد. سامي إإسكنددرر ووززووجتهھ نجاةة٬، وومم. فيیووال ززووجة 

االمررحوومم االددكتوورر بشرريي فررحح٬، مم. سميیرر نجيیبب ووززووجتهھ 
االمحاسبة سهھامم٬، وواالمحاسبة مررفتت ووززووجهھا مم. ذذكرريیا فررحح.   

تشارردد حنا بنقابة أأحفاددكك : االصيیددليیة أأنن ووززووجهھا رريی
االمهھنددسيینن٬، ووااالنسة مارريیا إإسكنددرر٬، وودد. سامي فررحح٬، وومم. 

ووززووجتهھ مم. ليیدديیا٬، وومم. ميینا سميیرر٬، وواالمحاسبة  جووررجج فررحح
رراافي فررحح٬، وومم. سيیموونن فررحح.   

أأووالدد أأحفاددكك : تيیمي٬، وومارريیانن٬، ووجلوورريیهھ٬، وودداانيیلهھ.   
 

 

“Blessed is the one whom you choose to dwell in Your Courts 
forever.”  

ONE YEAR MEMORIAL. 
FOR THE VIRTUOUS WIFE, DEAR MOTHER, BELOVED 

GRANDMOTHER, AND ADORED GREAT- GRANDMOTHER. 
 

MRS HELANA HEMAYA MIKHAEEL IBRAHIM 
 

You lived in virtue, love and humility in the 
joy and simplicity of complete submission 
to The Lord Jesus. You departed this 
world with angelic peacefulness, during 
the season of the feast of Martyrs and 
have been blessed by the joy of meeting 
them. We miss you TETA.  
The one year Memorial Holy Liturgy will 
be prayed on Sunday 15/ 09/ 2013, at St. 
George Coptic Orthodox Church, 
Kensington, Sydney. 
 
Your loving husband Nagib Iskander 
Ibrahim. 
The families of Dr. Samy Iskander, the late 
Dr. Boshra Farah, and Mr Zakaria Farah.  

Sarah Joseph 
DOB  04/01/1994
DOD  04/09/2011

Our angel Sarah left us two years 
ago, although it will always feel 
like yesterday.

We saw our angel suffer and 
drift away as we held her hand 
and comforted her the best we 
could. She knew even until her 
last breath how adored and 
loved she was by everyone, but 
specially by her mother. Sarah 
was suffering and God knew that her time had come to take her 
to a better place to ease the pain. It broke our hearts and tore 
us into pieces but united we are in never forgetting Sarah and 
the joy she brought into our lives, even if it was for a short time. 

Remembering Sarah is easy, we do this every day but missing 
her is the heartache that never goes away. 

We know Sarah is in a much better place, free from her suffering, 
however	it	never	stops	our	tears	from	flowing	or	our	hearts	from	
aching in sadness. 

Dearest Sarah we know deep down that you are resting in peace 
with our Lord.

Dearest Sarah, please know that you are with us every day, the 
love we have for you will be till  the end of our days.
Until	we	meet	again	dear	Sarah		xoxox
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by fatHer atHaNasIus 
IskaNDer

St. Mary’s Coptic Orthodox Church
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada

Wedding receptions among our 
Coptic congregations are becoming 
out of control. The cost of the 
average reception would probably 
pay for the down payment of a small 
house or even for a small car! Gone 
are the days when people gathered 
in the church hall and each auntie 
brought a few dishes and people ate 
and were merry. 

Engagement receptions are quickly 
catching up, with elaborate banquets 
in expensive restaurants. Even more 
disturbing is the newly emerging 
habit of having a reception for those 
attending the wedding shower!

The expense is compounded by the 
desire to invite too many people. I 
try to counsel about simpler smaller 
receptions and the objection does 
not come from the wedding couple 
but from the parents who want to 
show off even if that puts their newly 
wed children in debt. One parent 
told me: Someone else has to do 
what	 you	 are	 preaching	 first,	 and	
then I will do it, but I am not going 
to	be	the	first	to	do	it.	People	will	call	
me cheap!

The other thing is alcohol. An open 

bar in a reception banquet is not only 
sinful, it is obscene. What about wine 
on the tables? While it is not a sin for 
someone who is of legal age to have 
a glass of wine, yet I have witnessed 
with my own eyes children under the 
drinking age helping themselves to 
the wine while their parents do not lift 
a	finger	to	prevent	this,	which	is	not	
only abdication of their responsibility 
as parents but also breaking the laws 
of the land we live in.

What I advise is the use of sparkling 
juice (which can be as expensive as 
wine) and which can be sipped by 
grown ups as well as children, and 
no one gets drunk. I served that in 
my son’s wedding and Anba Reweis 
who attended the wedding agreed 
to drink it after reading the label on 
the bottle! 

Now we come to dancing! While 
dancing is not a sin if the couple 
dancing are married, yet in weddings, 
as soon as married couples start to 
dance, teenage boys and girls soon 
join the crowd without a word of 
protest from their parents.

The problem with wine on the table 
and dancing is that grown ups 
become an offence to those “little 
ones that believe” And in case the 
reader is not aware of the judgement 
for this, please read Matthew 18:6

Kissing in public: this strange western 
habit of people clinging their knives 
against wine glasses and requesting 
that the bride and groom kiss each 
other passionately, is -in my view- as 
objectionable	as	the	first	two.	I	base	
this on the Orthodox understanding 
of the sanctity of the marital 
relationship between a husband 
and his wife. A relationship that God 
hallowed and the church honoured 
by making it a sacrament. This holy 
relationship should not be for public 
display.

I started preaching this 7 years ago. 
I even gave a whole sermon about 
it. To my surprise, a couple from 
among our young people (one 
of them a Canadian convert from 
Protestantism) decided to follow 
my advise to the letter. There was 
sparkling juice, no dancing and 
no kissing in public in spite of the 
noises from the audience. It was 
an uphill battle because it was 
the parents that objected to their 
children’s desire to have a 
decent wedding reception.

Recently, we had a second 
couple who followed 
suite, again, after a long 
battle with the parents. 
A battle in which I 
supported the children 
over the parents, 
reminding the children 

that they are bound to obey their 
parents but only “in the Lord” (Eph 
6:1) They had an open bar but only 
soft drinks and juices were offered. 
There was no dancing and no kissing 
in public.

A third bridegroom to be told me 
that one of his friends told him that 
this recent wedding reception was 
"boring", and he responded: my 
wedding reception will be as boring! 
I congratulated him. We have four 
more weddings coming up and it 
seems that common sense is winning. 

the ChrIStIAN ethICS of WeDDINg reCeptIoNS

progrAMMe for the vISIt of hg BIShop AghAthoN 
(BIShop of the DIoCeSe of SAo pAUlo, BrAZIl)

16th August – 10th September 2013
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PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT OF 
HIS GRACE BISHOP AGHATHON 

BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF (SAO PAULO) BRAZIL   
16TH OF August – 10TH OF September 2013 

      

      
DAY DATE AM SERVICE PM SERVICE 
FRI 16/8/2013 6:25 Arrival of HG Bishop Aghathon by United Airlines  UA 863   
SAT 17/8/2013    7:30 Vespers @ St. Mary  & St Mina Cathedral – Bexley 
SUN 18/8/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ St Mary & St Sidhom Bishay Church – Dural    
MON 19/8/2013      
TUES 20/8/2013   7:30 Vespers @ St Mary & St Mercurius (Abu Sefein Church – Rhodes 
WED 21/8/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ the Apostles & St Abanoub Church – Blacktown 7:30 Vespers @ St Antonious & St Paul Church - Guildford 

THURS 22/8/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ St Mary & St Mercurius Church – Rhodes.   
FRI 23/8/2013      
SAT 24/8/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ St Mark Church - Arncliffe   Visiting Wagga Wagga 
SUN 25/8/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ St Mary & St John the Beloved Church – Wagga    
MON 26/8/2013      
TUES 27/8/2013 9:00 Holy Mass at St Shenouda the Archimandrite Monastery – Putty     
WED 28/8/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ St. Mary & St Mina Cathedral – Bexley    

THURS 29/8/2013  Visiting the Gold Coast  Gold Coast 
FRI 30/8/2013  Gold Coast  Gold Coast 
SAT 31/8/2013  Gold Coast  Vespers @ St George Church – Kensington  
SUN 1/9/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ Archangel Michael & St Bishoy Church – Mount Druitt    
MON 2/9/2013       
TUES 3/9/2013     
WED 4/9/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ Abba Abraam Church – Long Point    

THURS 5/9/2013    Vespers @ St Mary, St Bakhomious & St Shenouda Church - Kirrawee 
FRI 6/9/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ St Mary & St Joseph Church- Peakhurst    
SAT 7/9/2013   7:30 Vespers @ St Mary & St Marina Church - Llandilo  
SUN 8/9/2013 9:00 H. Mass @ St Antonious & St Paul Church – Guildford    
MON 9/9/2013     
TUES 10/9/2013  Departure of HG Bishop Agathon   
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saint mary and saint sydhom bishay Coptic orthodox Church, Dural oPeN DaY
Sunday September 8th, 2013

Children of all churches and their parents are invited to enjoy the Holy Mass and the beautiful natural scenery of 
our 5 acre site in Dural to celebrate  

tHe teNtH aNNIVersarY of tHe CHurCH

FREE ENTERTAINMENT:
2	HOURS	FEATURE	CREATURES	REPTILE	SHOW,	2	JUMPING	CASTLES	(FOR	YOUNG&	OLDER	CHILDREN),	

5 MINI-JEEPS, FACE PAINTING  and much more. All professionally supervised.
In addition to a GREAT VARIETY OF FOODS.

Venue: 444 Galston Road, Dural, NSW, 2158. (PLENTY OF PARKING SPACE)
PROGRAM: Mass: 8.30-11.30, Children's Choir: 11.30-11.45, Entertainment: 11.45- 3.45

WEATHER	FORECAST:	FAVOURABLE!!	GOD	BLESS	THE	DAY!
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The Catholic Patriarch in Egypt 
 

the CAtholIC 
pAtrIArCh IN egYpt

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19 August 2013 

  

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,  
 
 
On behalf of the Christian Conference of Asia, let me express our shock and deep distress on 
the news of the tragic situation in Egypt. Though we are well aware that Christians have 
suffered discrimination and violence in Egypt for a long time, we are grieved and very 
concerned about the recent systematic attacks on dozens of Coptic and other churches, along 
with homes and businesses owned by the Christian minority. The world community has 
condemned the targeting of Christians who make up only 10 per cent of Egypt’s population 
of 90 million. 
 
 
We hold you in our prayers and plead with God for strength and faith in these trying 
times. We pray for Egypt where history and religion have walked hand in hand, and has 
given the world glimpses of its ancient civilization and cultural heritage. We pray for the 
ancient monasteries, churches and public institutions that are under threat of destruction. 
 
 
We pray for each and every one of you, for protection under His wings, a shield and the 
‘rock of ages.’  For God has promised that He will “….Put you in a cleft of the rock, and will 
cover you with my hand.”  Exodus 33:22 
   
 
 
In prayer and solidarity, 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Henriette Hutabarat Lebang 
General Secretary, CCA 
  
 
 
cc:  General Committee, Member Churches and Councils 
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(...contiued from cover)

•	 The Free Egyptians Party,
•	 Upper	 Egyptians	 Australian	

Community.
•	 Al	Dostor	Party	AUS.

The event commenced with the 
National anthems of both Australia 
and Egypt followed by a 1 minute 
silence to commemorate those who 
have lost their lives in the recent 
uprising.

ACM’s spokesperson Peter Tadros 
gave a detailed account of former 
president Morsi’s record and 
reiterated the view that the ousting 
of MB president Morsi was a 
“revolution” not a coup.

The following members of Parliament 
addressed attendees at the rally:

1- Mr Laurie Ferguson MP (ALP 
Federal Member for Werriwa)
2- Mr Scott Morrison MP (NLP Federal 
Member for Cook, Shadow Minister 
for Productivity & Population, 
Shadow Minister for Immigration & 
Citizenship)

3- Hon. Rev. Fred Nile MLC (Leader of 
the Christian Democratic Party)
4- Hon. David Clarke MLC 
(Parliamentary Secretary for Justice – 
Liberal Party NSW)

Notably, Mr Morrison MP pledged 
that under a Liberal Government, 
more places would be opened for 
Egypt’s persecuted Copts to seek 
asylum in Australia.

Other speakers included Sheikh 
Dr Mostafa Rashid who reiterated 
earlier calls by the Hon. Fred Nile 
for the Muslim Brotherhood to be 
listed as terror organisation. Dr 
Safwat el Banna also delivered an 
impassioned speech.  Dr Eman 
Sharobeem (NSW Community 
Relations Commissioner) strongly 
condemned the coordinated attacks 
on Coptic Christians in Egypt in her 
speech.

Protestors then marched through 
the streets of Sydney to Town Hall, 
calling for Western Governments and 
the media to condemn the Muslim 
Brotherhood’s violent attacks.

The following demands were made 
at the event:
•	 All free and democratic countries 

that value the human rights of all 
people, to stand by and support 
Egypt in its efforts to eliminate 
terrorism and maintain peace and 
safety for all Egyptians;

•	 Western countries to stand 
by	 Egypt	 in	 fighting	 terror	
organisations such as the Muslim 
Brotherhood, Al Qaida and other 
affiliated	groups;	and

•	 The free media and press to be 
objective and balanced and to 
refrain from condoning terror 
and crimes in their reporting on 
incidents occurring in Egypt.

We thank all members of parliament 
and other special guests who 
attended this event, particularly those 
who marched with the protestors all 
the way to Town Hall

The event was covered by most 
Australian media outlets as well 
Reuters and many Egyptian media 
outlets both locally and in Egypt.

SYDNeY rAllY expoSINg MUSlIM BrotherhooD 
AttrACtS WIDeSpreAD MeDIA AtteNtIoN


