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On the occasion of Eid El Fetr a 
delegation representing the Coptic 
Church made up of His Grace 
Bishop Daniel, Rev. Hegumen  
Fr. Tadros Simon and Dr. William 
Boctor visited His Eminence the 
Mufti of Australia. 

The meeting was also attended by 
His Excellency Mr. Ayman Kamel 
the Consul General of Egypt in 
Sydney. 

Dr. Ibrahim is a very 
knowledgeable and excellent 
advocate of Moderate Islam who 
has expressed, in many previous 
occasions, his appreciation of 
the Copts as integral part of the 
Egyptian community.

The Muslim community may be the 
most diverse religious grouping in 
Australia. His eminence the Mufti 
also chairs the Australian National 
Imams Council and is the spiritual 
leader for the over 470,000 Muslim 
Australians according to the 2011 
census by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics.

H.G. Bishop Daniel expressed 
to Dr. Ibrahim and the Muslim 
community his love and wishes of 
the Coptic community for many 
happy returns to all Egyptians.

Commenting on the issue of the 
latest attack on a Coptic Church 
in Egypt, H.E. Dr Ibrahim clearly 
stated that the attack of the 

His Holiness Pope Tawadros II 
requested an amendment to the 
constitution’s third article – which 
deals with “Christian and Jewish 
Egyptians” – in a meeting with 
constitution committee head Amr 
Moussa late on Wednesday, state 
news agency MENA reported.

Article Three of the temporarily-
suspended constitution, currently 
pending amendments, says that 
the “canon principles of Egyptian 
Christians and Jews are the main 
source of legislation for their 
personal status laws, religious 
affairs, and the selection of their 
spiritual leaders.” 

The Pope asked Moussa that 
“Egyptian Christians and Jews” 
be replaced with “non-Muslims,”.

Critics of the 2012 constitution 
charge that Article Three leaves 
the door open to discrimination 
against other minorities, such as 
Egyptian Shias and Bahai’s.

The Church has repeatedly made 
public that it wishes to preserve 
the language of Article Two of the 
1971 constitution, which states 
“Islam is the religion of the state 
and… the principles of Islamic 
Sharia are the principal source of 
legislation.

Moreover, Church representatives 
in the 2012 constituent assembly 
have opposed Article 219, which 
serves as a more detailed version 
of Article Two.

PoPe Tawadros II demands 
amendmenTs To consTITuTIon

(continued on page 2 ..) Amr Moussa, longtime Egyptian diplomat and former presidential contender in a meeting with H.H. Pope Tawadros II, the 118th 
Pope of the Coptic Church of Egypt. (Photo: Al-Ahram)

coPTIc church delegaTIon vIsITs
hIs emInence The mufTI of ausTralIa

(continued on page 8 ..)

egYPT Burns
Tragedies and Suffering of Egypt’s Copts

by: Dr makram Girgis
PART  3

When I wrote Part 
1 early this year I 

mentioned the tragedies 
after 1971 about the oc-
casional brutal incidences 
(such as El Kosch, Quidi-
sin church and the Maspe-
ro massacre). I was naively 
hoping that in Part 2, I will 
be more positive but un-
fortunately the incidence 
of the attack on our sa-
cred Cathedral took place. 

 88 CHurCHes burNeD 
DOWN 

After the incidence on 
our Cathedral I could not 
imagine that the evil Mos-
lem Brotherhood could 
do more to our churches 
because all the Egyptians 
and people throughout 
the world condemned 
that mean act. But no. Im-

mediately after the Army 
got rid of the dirty Broth-
erhood who were gather-
ing (for 2 months) around 
Rabaa  El Adawea Mosque 
in August, the angry mob 
went on a burning ram-
page. Mercilessly, they 
burnt 88 Coptic churches 
and several houses. 

His Holiness Pope Ta-
wadros said: “If they burn 
the churches, we will pray 
in the mosques. If they 
burn the mosques (as they 
did with Rabaa Adawea 
mosque), we will pray in 
the streets. Thus, His ho-
liness disappointed the 
Hooligans who were hop-
ing the create division be-
tween peaceful Copts and 
moderate Moslems. Actu-
ally, to disappoint them 
even more, many priests 
continue to pray in burnt 
churches. In one of them 
these churches a wedding 

took place. 
                                                               
DIlJa VIllaGe
(PrOVINCe Of al mynia)

The Copts constitute at 
least 25%  of this village 
which has been an impor-
tant centre of the terror-
ists (the Moslem brothers). 

(continued on page 8 ..)
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The FeasT oF Nayrouz

PoPe Tawadros II demands amendmenTs To consTITuTIon

by H.H. PoPe SHenouda III

The Feast of the nayrouz means 
the feast of commemorating the 
martyrs and we do not commemorate 
the martyrs once a year, but it is as 
if we commemorate them every 
day. If those amongst you read the 
Synaxarium you will find that every 
day it says, “In this day the Church 
commemorates…” and inevitably 
they contain a number of martyrs. 

The Feasts for the martyrs is not just a 
feast unique to the Coptic orthodox 
Church   only, but all the churches 
have some form of commemoration 
for the martyrs. This is because the 
martyrs have in the church a special 
position which is greater than all the 
saints of the church. It is greater than 
all the patriarchs in the service and all 
the monks in the contemplative life. 
The martyrs occupy the number one 
position but the question is why? 

The martyrs in their martyrdom 
demonstrated the deepest form of 
love towards God. our Lord Jesus 
Christ said, “Greater love has no one 
than this, than to lay down one’s life 
for his friends” Jn15:13. The martyrs 
loved God more than their personal 
lives, and they laid down that life for 
Him. In their martyrdom they not only 
displayed the depth of their love to 
God, but it also contains the depth of 
their courage. 

It was with the depth of courage that 
they witnessed to Christ publicly even 
though the consequences of that 
witness may have lead to their death. 
This is why St. John the Baptist for 
example, whom the Lord described as, 
“among those born of women there 
was not risen one greater than John 
the Baptist” Mt11:11, was a witness 
and a martyr at the same time. It is 
very likely that the term ‘martyr’ came 
from the term ‘to witness’, to witness 
to the faith, even if this ultimately lead 
to the person’s death for the sake of 
that witness. 

We notice that our fathers the apostles 
who received the faith from our Lord 
Jesus Christ and spread it in the 
world, almost all ended their lives with 
martyrdom. This is with the exception 
of St. John the beloved who ended 
up being severely tortured more than 
those who were martyred.

The martyrs therefore have the depth 
of love for God whom they loved 
more than their lives. They also have 
the depth of faith. The faith which 
they held onto until death and this 
faith was not stopped by any threats 

or sufferings. They fulfilled the true 
depth of our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
command, “you shall be witnesses to 
Me” act 1:8. 

Furthermore they were an incredible 
example to all the generations in 
witnessing to the faith and being 
steadfast despite all the torture and 
persecutions. They are the ones who 
preserved the faith for us with their 
blood until it was given to us intact. 
This is why we consider the martyrs 
to be the seeds of faith, and the 
foundation of faith in the church. 

Martyrdom began from the beginning 
of Christianity and has remained with 
her throughout her journey through 
time. It started from the beginning of 
Christianity for as our Lord said, “In 
the world you will have tribulation” 
Jn 16:33. Many are those who tried 
to run away from this tribulation 
but the martyrs did not run away 
from tribulation, rather they bore it 
and persevered through it. He said 
to them, “the time is coming that 
whoever kills you will think that he 
offers God service” Jn 16:2. He also 
said to them, “I send you out as sheep 
in the midst of wolves” Mt 10:19. 
When our Lord Christ called people 
to Christianity, He did not call them 
to a path strewn with rose petals, but 
He told them you will be taking a path 
containing tribulation and the threat 
of death. 

despite this they bore, and were 
patient, and steadfast all their lives. 
There even came a time when death 
was desired by people. It was not just 
the overcoming of the fear of death 
but it had become a desire for them 
to depart this world and be with 
Christ. as St. Paul says, “having a 
desire to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better” Phi 1:23. To the 
extent that once 30000 Copts went 
out of damanhour towards alexandria 
seeking martyrdom and they sang 
hymns and praised God on the way. 
death had become a desire to them. 

When the day of St. Fam the Soldier 
had arrived he wore his finest clothes, 
and when they asked him about why 
he had done this he said that today 
was the day of his wedding feast and 
that he was going to the wedding 
feast. St. antony, the father all of all 
the monks also sought martyrdom, 
despite monasticism being an escape 
from the world it was never an escape 
from martyrdom. He came out of 
the wilderness to alexandria seeking 
martyrdom. He would on many 
occasions strengthen the believers 
publicly in front of the people, but 

God did not permit for him to be 
martyred for God had preserved him 
for another purpose.

From those martyrs who loved 
martyrdom there is also the great St. 
Ignatius the Bishop of antioch and 
who the antiochian patriarchs are 
named after to this day. They take 
the name Mar Ignatius as well as 
another name. This saint was being 
taken to Rome to be martyred, and 
the believers in Rome wanted to save 
him from death, and kidnap him from 
his captors and prevent him from 
being brought before the emperor. 
St. Ignatius sent them a remarkable 
letter which can be found in the 
writings of the apostolic fathers, as 
he is considered an apostolic father. 
In it he tells them quite plainly that 
he feared that their love for him was 
going to cause him harm. Having 
laboured all this way in his life to this 
point are they going to cause him to 
begin the journey again? They are 
going to throw him to the lions and 
that if the lions did not eat him, he 
will provoke them into eating him. It 
is a wonderful letter in the writings of 
the apostolic fathers. This saint was 
ultimately thrown to the lions that 
devoured him, but in that night he 
appeared in the spirit to the believers 
and strengthened them. 

The people by martyrdom use to feel 
the approaching joy of meeting Christ, 
and meeting those in heaven, and this 
was for them far more important than 
the joys of this earth. So in addition 
to their faith in Christ and Christianity 
they believed in heaven and the 
angels, etc… 

They use to consider death the 
quickest way to paradise. The strike 
of the sword took a minute or part 
of a minute. This was insignificant 
compared to finding themselves in 
the arms of Christ all of a sudden. 
even the mothers would encourage 
their children with this understanding 
as they faced martyrdom. Martyrdom 
enlisted all types of people from 
the community: children, youth 
and elders, women and men. For 
example, St. demiana was martyred 
and the forty other virgins with her. 
She rebuked her father initially when 
he fled from martyrdom; he then 
returned and gained the crown of 
martyrdom. Her father was a ruler 
over the area of Zaafaran. 

The most severe persecution for 
Christians came during the reign 
of emperor diocletian. This is why 
from the beginning of the reign of 
this emperor we started the Coptic 

calendar. I told you that they looked 
upon martyrdom as the quickest and 
most secure way to entering paradise, 
but that depended on them being 
martyred straight away. However 
there were those who were not that 
fortunate and were tortured for long 
periods. often it took someone to 
intervene and try to influence the 
officials to martyr the person. 

I told you that the severest 
persecution was during the time of 
emperor diocletian but that does not 
mean that the persecution has ended. 
When we talk about St. Peter the seal 
of the martyrs it does not mean that 
martyrdom has ended. When we talk 
about ‘the seal of martyrs’ it may 
mean that he was the last Pope to 
be martyred by the Roman empire. 
It could also be a reference to him 
being the last Pope in whose papacy 
the communal martyrdom ended, 
because martyrdom can take place 
to individuals or it could take place 
to entire cities. For example the city 
of Isna, is called the city of martyrs 
because the entire city was martyred. 
also like the Theban Legion which 
involved the martyrdom of over 6000 
individuals. 

It was through these martyrdom and 
steadfastness that they embarrassed 
the state. It was either for the state to 
win over the Copts and for them to 
become her support, by stopping the 
persecution, or it losses them without 
gain. The state eventually ended 
the persecution and the emperor 
Constantine in the edict of Milan 
of 313ad granted the freedom of 
religion and the Copts were no longer 
killed because of their Christianity. 

We want to know how the Church 
prepared her children for martyrdom. 
It prepared them with a deep steadfast 
faith and it would tell them of what 
use to happen in the days of the early 

(.. continued from page 1)

article 219 states: “The principles of 
Islamic Sharia include its commonly 
accepted interpretations, its 
fundamental and jurisprudential rules 
and its widely considered sources, as 
stated by the schools of Sunna and 
Gamaa.” 

Critics of article 219 charge that its 
language paves the way for a Sunni 
theocratic state.

The meeting between Moussa and 
Pope Tawadros II took place at St 
Mark’s Coptic orthodox Cathedral 
in abbasiya, Cairo, following 

celebrations of the nayrouz, the 
Coptic new Year. other Church figures 
were also in attendance.

during the meeting, Moussa said 
that the amended constitution will be 
“one-hundred percent civil,” adding 
that he hopes all articles will pass 
with a sizeable majority by committee 
members.

article Three was introduced to 
egypt’s currently-suspended 2012 
constitution by an Islamist-dominated 
constituent assembly under former 
president Mohamed Morsi’s rule.

The 2012 constitution was suspended 

following Morsi’s ouster in July. a 
10-member committee of legal 
experts was then formed to amend 
the constitution, and the 50-member 
committee headed by Moussa is tasked 
with approving these amendments. 
The Committee of 50 is expected to 
produce the constitution’s final draft 
within 60 days.

The constitution will be put to a 
national referendum within 30 days of 
the final draft’s submission.
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The Cross In our LIfe
By HG BISHOP DANIEL

 
“But God forbid that I should glory except in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6:14)

This week we celebrated the Feast of the Cross, and so, 
we shall discuss together, some of the characteristics of 
the Cross, and why the Cross is important in our life?

1. The Cross is a biblical commandment and our 
beloved Lord gave it great importance:

From the time the Lord started His ministry, He spoke 
about the importance of the Cross. He said: “He who 
does not take up his cross and follow after Me is not 
worthy of Me” (Matthew 10:38). And also, “Whoever 
does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be 
My disciple” (Luke 14:27).

But what does it mean to take up your cross? 

• It means that you love Him above everything else in 
the world. 

• It means you are ready to offer any sacrifice for the 
sake of the Lord 

• It means that when you are crucified with the Lord, 
you are being saved through the purification of the 
Cross…

The Lord carried His cross and walked to His destination 
point. The journey was not easy, but full of pain. And 
because the cross was heavy, the Lord fell down, but 
along the way, He was comforted and helped by people 
like Veronica. 

• This shows us that we also must carry the cross of 
the Lord and walk with it to our destination – which 
is eternal life... 

• The way will not be easy, and we will experience 
suffering and hardships and pain…

• Sometimes the burden will be so great that we may 
fall down...

• But the Lord will also provide for us His servants 
along the way, who will help us and encourage us.

The Lord was then nailed to the cross – by His hands 
and feet. 

• At the time of the beloved Lord’s crucifixion, He 
carried all the sins of the world – from Adam, to the 
end of the world. 

• And the Lord took all these sins, and nailed them to 
the cross.

• And so our beloved Lord’s crucifixion on the cross 
became our purification and salvation. 

• The Lord also suffered through His crown of thorns, 
and His pierced side. 

• And so, when the Lord opened up His arms to be 
nailed on the cross, He was showing us how much 
He loved us – yes, even to death.

2. The Cross of our Lord Jesus is our identity as 
Christians, and we are declaring our belief in the Holy 
Trinity.

That is why it is very important for us to always do the 
sign of the cross before beginning anything. It is proof 
that we belong to the Lord, and every time we make the 
sign of the cross, we are thanking God for making us His 
children.

3. When we make the sign of the cross, we declare 
our belief in the Lord’s Incarnation and Redemption.

• That is why 
we make 
the sign of 
the cross 
from the top, 
downwards, 
and from left 
to right. 

• The top 
– bottom 
rep resen t s 
that we 
believe God 
descended 
from heaven 
to earth… 

• And the 
left to right 
represents that we believe God transferred His 
people from the darkness to light, or from death to 
life... 

Also, the Lord gave us a commandment to proclaim His 
death until He comes (1 Corinthians 11:26), and this is 
something we do every time we do the sign of the cross. 

4. We make the sign of the cross because it gives us 
power.

When we make the sign of the cross, we are filled with 
power, because through the cross, the Lord defeated 
death and Satan, and gave us eternal life.
 
And that’s why the children of God use the sign of the 
cross as a sign of victory and the power of God. (eg St 
Anthony, St George…)

5. And so, when we do the sign of the cross, Satan 
trembles and runs away!
 
From the beginning, Satan tried very hard to separate us 
from God. But all his efforts resulted in nothing, through 
the blood of our Lord on the cross. 

And that’s why, whenever Satan sees the cross, he 
trembles and flees, because he remembers his great 
defeat.

6. Every time we make the sign of the cross, we 
receive a blessing.

Before the Lord’s crucifixion, the whole world was under 
the penalty of death. But on the Cross, the Lord carried 
all of our sins, to give us the blessing of being reconciled 
with God.

7. Every time we do the sign of the Cross, we are 
looking forward to the Lord’s glorious Second Coming.

Glory be to the Lord, for ever.  Amen

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney & 
Affiliated Regions

church and our fathers the apostles 
including the great miracles that took 
place. It also prepared them with the 
books of those who defended the faith 
or the apologetics. They would also 
encourage them by telling them that 
the time is near, and the Lord is coming 
soon. They would often write in their 
letters the term ‘maran atha’ meaning 
‘The Lord is coming’. The term ‘maran’ 
in the Syrian language means ‘the lord’ 
and ‘atha’ means ‘coming’. They would 
also say that the Lord is near. 

They also encouraged them in 
strengthening their spiritual lives, so the 
life of chastity spread, not just for the 
sake of a love for the life of chastity, but 
at the least so as not to bear children 
to worry over in the time of persecution 
and death. This is why St. Paul when 
he talks about his life of chastity says, 
“But I want you to be without care.” 1 
Cor 7:31. When he talks about being 
without care, he means without care in 
the time of persecution as to what will 
happen to their children. 

Furthermore the Church took care of the 
families of those martyred and provided 
for them. The Church also took care 
of the relics of the martyrs. St. Youlios 
began to write the stories of the martyrs 
and preserve the relics of the martyrs. 

The time of persecution use to be a time 
of strengthened faith and not weakness. 
Spirituality becomes deeper during the 
time of persecution, the fast becomes 
deeper, the prayer becomes deeper, 
and the relationship with God becomes 
deeper. 

The final point I would like to bring to 
your attention, is what do we benefit 
from the Feast of the Nayrouz? Its 
spiritual lessons is not just that we have 
a fascination for the faith, courage, 
steadfastness of the martyrs and we 
become proud that we are the children 
of the martyrs.

There was once a monk who wished to 
be martyred. He was advised not to leave 
the monastery but despite the advice 
not to go down this route he refused 
and he stubbornly went out. He entered 
the wilderness and there he found a 
group of Bedouin camped who spotted 
him and brought him to the camp, and 
these Bedouin were cannibals, and 
they planned to do horrible things to 
him before they chopped him up and 
ate him. The man began to shake, and 
became very scared. He remembered 
the advice of his spiritual father and how 
he told him to stay away from this path. 
He started praying that God would save 
him from these people. If it weren’t 
for a large group of armed merchants 
arriving on the scene he would not have 
lived. The Bedouin escaped, but by the 
time the Bedouin escaped his nerves 
had escaped and he was found by the 
merchants a nervous wreck. Therefore 
do not think that martyrdom is an easy 
thing.

We are also in the beginning of a new 
Coptic Year, in this new year we pray 
for a good beginning, and we advice 
that you should take at least one virtue 
and train your self in it. Take the virtue 
of long-suffering for example. Train 
yourself to accept bad word from others 
against you or the insult of others and 
so on. 

Glory be to God forever Amen.

H.H. Pope Shenouda III 

A Sermon on-13 September 2006 
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A Message from St Shenouda Monastery - Sydney Australia

We welcome you to come and share 
in the ordination of Brothers Mi-
chael (Wagdi Soliman) and Paula 
(Magdi Ikladyous) into Monastic 
life at 9am on Saturday 5 October 
2013 at St Shenouda Monastery in 
Sydney. They have successfully com-
pleted their Monastic candidacy in 

Saints Mark & Samuel the Confes-
sor Monastery in South Africa. Af-
ter the ordination, they will return 
to their South African Monastery, 
which, God willing, shall be canon-
ized in the near future by the Coptic 
Holy Synod. 
We wish them all the success, 

through God’s grace, and congratu-
late H G Bishop Antonius Markos 
– the Monastery Abbot, Fr Takla El 
Samuely- Responsible Monk Priest, 
the African Clergy, and the Coptic 
Orthodox Congregations in Africa 
and around the globe.

From: St Augustine
One rightly understand that by the 
cross is signified what the Apostle 
says, “What is the breadth and length 
and height and depth” (Eph. 3:18). 

For indeed it is the broad in its cross 
bar on which the hands of the one 
hanging are extended, and it signifies 
good works in the breadth of love.

It is long from the cross beam even 
to the ground where the back and the 
feet are fixed, and it signifies persever-
ance in the length of time even to the 
end. 

It is high in the top where the cross 
beam is passed in the upward direc-
tion; and it signifies the heavenward 

goal to which all works are referred. 
For all things that are done well and 
with perseverance in breadth and 
length ought to be done because of 
the height of the divine rewards.

It is deep in that part by which it is 
fixed in the ground, for, indeed, there 
it is hidden and cannot be seen, but 
all parts of it that are apparent and 
prominent arise from it, as all of our 
good things without exception pro-
ceed from the depth of the grace of 
God, which cannot be comprehended 
and judged. 

But even if the cross of Christ should 
signify only what the Apostle says, 
“But they who are Jesus Christ’s have 
crucified their flesh with its passion 

and lusts” (Gal 5:24), how great and 
good it is! And yet only the good 
spirit lusting against the flesh causes 
this (Gal 5:17), although the enemy, 
that is, the evil spirit, caused the cross 
of Christ.

Finally, what is, as all know, the sign 
of Christ except the cross of Christ? 
And unless this sign should be applied 
either to the foreheads of those be-
lieving or to the very water by which 
they are regenerated, or to the oil with 
which they are anointed with the 
chrism, or to the sacrifice with which 
they are nourished, none of these 
things are done to the proper rite. For 
in the celebration of his sacraments 
every good is signified to us by the 
Cross of Christ.

The CroSS oF ChriST
By: Jamie Bruesehoff 

You are doing something re-
ally, really important. I know 
it's not easy. I see you with 

your arms overflowing, and I know 
you came to church already tired. 
Parenting is tiring. Really tiring.

I watch you bounce and sway try-
ing to keep the baby quiet, juggling 
the infant car seat and the dia-
per bag as you find a seat. I see you 
wince as your child cries. I see you 
anxiously pull things out of your 
bag of tricks to try to quiet them. 

And I see you with your toddler and 
your preschooler. I watch you cringe 
when your little girl asks an innocent 
question in a voice that might not 
be an inside voice let alone a church 
whisper. I hear the exasperation in 
your voice as you beg your child to 
just sit, to be quiet as you feel eve-
ryone's eyes on you. Not everyone is 
looking, but I know it feels that way. 

I know you're wondering, is this 
worth it? Why do I bother? I know 
you often leave church more exhaust-
ed than fulfilled. But what you are 
doing is so important.

When you are here, the church is 
filled with a joyful noise. When you 
are here, the Body of Christ is more 
fully present. When you are here, we 
are reminded that this worship thing 
we do isn't about 
bible study or 
personal, quiet 
contemplat ion 
but coming to-
gether to worship 
as a community 
where all are 
welcome, where 
we share in the 
Word and Sac-
rament together. 
When you are 
here, I have hope 
that these pews 
won't be empty 
in 10 years when 
your kids are old 

enough to sit quietly and behave in 
worship. I know that they are learning 
how and why we worship now, before 
it's too late. They are learning that 
worship is important.

I see them learning. In the midst of 
the cries, whines, and giggles, in the 
midst of the crinkling of pretzel bags 
and the growing pile of crumbs, I see 
a little girl who insists on going two 
pews up to share peace with someone 
she's never met. I hear a little boy 
slurping (quite loudly) every last drop 
of his communion wine out of the cup, 
determined not to miss a drop of Jesus.  

I watch a child excitedly color a 
cross and point to the one in the front 
of the sanctuary. I hear the echos of 
"Amens" just a few seconds after the 
rest of the community says it together. 
I watch a boy just learning to read try 
to sound out the words in the worship 
book or count his way to Hymn 672. 
Even on weeks when I can't see my 
own children learning because, well, 
it's one of those mornings, I can see 
your children learning.

I know how hard it is to do what 
you're doing, but I want you to know 
it matters. It matters to me. It matters 
to my children to not be alone in the 
pew. It matters to the congregation to 
know that families care about faith, to 
see young people... and even on those 
weeks when you can't see the little 
moments, it matters to your children.

Dear Parents With Young  
Children in Church
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CoptiC New Year 1730 CelebratioNs 
at st. Mark ChurCh

by: Jenny Mikhail 

The Annual El-Nayrouz 
Festival at St. Mark's 
Church, Arncliffe was 
held over the weekend of 
Saturday 14th September 
and Sunday 15th Septem-
ber 2013 for Primary and 
High School Students. 
The fun-filled weekend 
started with prayers and 
lessons on the lives of 
martyrs and the Coptic 

calendar. The celebration 
continued outdoors with 
many rides, farm animals, 
photos with the Saints and 
lots of food enjoyed by all 
the Children and their 
families.

We pray that everyone 
has a blessed year ahead. 
Happy Coptic New Year, 
El Nayrouz!
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M ina and George Hanna, 
partners in the Kog-
arah-based practice 

GMH Legal, are laughing 
together over a cup of coffee.  
Fresh from a meeting to set up 
a large managed investment 
scheme that will pump interna-
tional investment money into 
Australian construction, they 
are happy and voluble. It’s the 
kind of work they find them-
selves doing a lot of. 

Demand is high; there are 
many large businesses in 
southern Sydney that require 
services not traditionally pro-
vided by smaller, suburban-
sized firms.

“A lot of firms can’t do a lot 
of financial services law. They 
can’t do ICAC matters, can’t do 
anything that gets too heavy in 
terms of large-scale litigation 
work, and suburban businesses 
need that,” says Mina Hanna. 

The southern Sydney region 
is increasingly home to many 

large businesses that want 
high-end legal services: GMH 
has a popular pizza franchise as 
well as one of Australia’s largest 
wholesale basmati rice import-
ers and several large family-run 
construction companies on its 
books. 

“Businesses out in the sub-
urbs don’t want to commute to 
the city to see a lawyer. They 
want local-firm feel and service 
levels with large-firm experi-
ence,” says George Hanna. 

Born and bred in Kogarah, 
the Hanna brothers have a lot 
in common aside from ambi-
tion and good humour.  Not 
only did they attend the same 
school (Sydney Tech) and 
graduate with commerce/law 
degrees (from the University 
of Sydney), they’ve also come 
from careers with larger firms 
before launching into private 
practice: George with Eakin 
McCaffery Cox Solicitors and 
Makinson & D’Apice Lawyers; 

and Mina with Clayton Utz, 
Mallesons and the Magic Circle 
firms Freshfields and Slaughter 
and May in the UK. 

It was May 2010 when 
George Hanna set up GMH as 
a sole trader. The decision itself 
came quickly: “My biggest con-
cern was about remuneration 
and if it was going to pay off 
and three years down the track 
…  I’ve found it pays off consid-
erably more than what senior 
associates would be earning in 
the Sydney CBD.”

For Mina Hanna the move 
came later and was personal as 
well as professional. 

“It really is about life balance, 
the big end of town demands 
a lot from you, I was a senior 
associate in a city firm, but as 
you get to that top end, you’re 
basically giving up your life to 
do what the firm wants you to 
do. There’s no real reward at 
the end of the day working in 
those big firms.”

Practically, it also means 
working close to home. Both 
brothers live within 10-minutes’ 
drive of the office, and Mina has 
the flexibility to drop his son off 
at school, something that would 
have been near-impossible in 
the pressure-cooker environ-
ment of a big city-based firm.

A matter of practical 
reinvention

Early on, however, both 
brothers realised they’d need 
to reinvent what it means to 
be a suburban practice if they 
wanted to compete with the 
larger firms in the city. 

Changing to a fixed-cost pric-
ing model rather than hourly 
rates helped them to do this, as 

Partners in GMH Legal, 
George Hanna (left) and his 
brother Mina are passionate 
advocates for making the 
move from large-scale city firm 
to suburban practice.
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Where the grass is greener 
Setting up practice in suburbia

Far from being a step down, two high-achieving lawyers have found 
that a move back to their roots in Kogarah has been rewarding, both 
personally and professionally. Meredith Tucker reports.

By: Meredith Tucker

Mina and George 
Hanna, partners in 
the Kogarah-based 

practice GMH Legal, are laugh-
ing together over a cup of coffee.
Fresh from a meeting to 
set up a large managed in-
vestment scheme that will 
pump international invest-
ment money into Australian 
construction, they are happy 
and voluble. It’s the kind of 
work they find themselves 
doing a lot of.
Demand is high; there are many 
large businesses in southern Syd-
ney that require services not tra-
ditionally provided by smaller, 
suburbansized firms.
“A lot of firms can’t do a lot of 
financial services law. They can’t 
do ICAC matters, can’t do any-
thing that gets too heavy in terms 
of large-scale litigation work, and 
suburban businesses need that,” 
says Mina Hanna.
The southern Sydney region is 
increasingly home to many large 
businesses that want high-end 
legal services: GMH has a popu-
lar pizza franchise as well as one 
of Australia’s largest wholesale 
basmati rice importers and sever-
al large family-run construction 
companies on its books.
“Businesses out in the suburbs 
don’t want to commute to the 
city to see a lawyer. They want 
local-firm feel and service levels 
with large-firm experience,” says 

George Hanna. 
Born and bred in Kogarah, the 
Hanna brothers have a lot in 
common aside from ambition 
and good humour. Not only 
did they attend the same school 
(Sydney Tech) and graduate with 

commerce/law degrees (from the 
University of Sydney), they’ve 
also come from careers with larg-
er firms before launching into 
private practice: George with 
Eakin McCaffery Cox Solicitors 
and Makinson & D’Apice Law-
yers; and Mina with Clayton Utz, 
Mallesons and the Magic Circle 
firms Freshfields and Slaughter 
and May in the UK.
It was May 2010 when George 
Hanna set up GMH as a sole 
trader. The decision itself came 
quickly: “My biggest concern was 
about remuneration and if it was 
going to pay off and three years 
down the track … I’ve found it 
pays off considerably more than 
what senior associates would be 
earning in the Sydney CBD.”
For Mina Hanna the move came 
later and was personal as well as 
professional.
“It really is about life balance, the 
big end of town demands a lot 
from you, I was a senior associate 

in a city firm, but as you get to 
that top end, you’re basically giv-
ing up your life to do what the 
firm wants you to do. There’s no 
real reward at the end of the day 
working in those big firms.”
Practically, it also means work-

ing close to home. Both 
brothers live within 
10-minutes’ drive of the 
office, and Mina has the 
flexibility to drop his 
son off at school, some-
thing that would have 
been near-impossible in 

the pressure-cooker environment 
of a big city-based firm.

A matter of practical
reinvention
Early on, however, both brothers 
realised they’d need to reinvent 
what it means to be a suburban 
practice if they wanted to com-
pete with the larger firms in the 
city.
Changing to a fixed-cost pric-
ing model rather than hourly 
rates helped them to do this, as 
well as making more sense to the 
‘mums and dads’ walking in off 
the street.
“Working in the big firms, we 
learnt about what the big firms 
are doing wrong in the way 
they’re dealing with their clients 
and one of those things was the 
way they price their legal work. 
It’s a model that just doesn’t 
make sense to a lot of people,” 
says George Hanna.
Ultimately though, for those 

seeking to make the shift, it’s re-
ally knowledge and planning that 
counts. 
“We know this area like the back 
of our hands, we know what kind 
of people live here, we know the 
businesses, and big businesses in 
the area. So it was easy for us, 
in a way, to go in and bring our 
knowledge to bear to start attack-
ing that,” Mina Hanna explains.
George Hanna has also found 
himself becoming a jackof-all-
trades, developing the firm’s web-
site and marketing collateral.
“It was essential to develop skills 
in IT, finance, accounting, mar-
keting … You’ve got to remember 
you’re not just a lawyer anymore, 
you need to become a business 
person.”
On a physical level, the office in 
Kogarah is a surprise for clients. 
“It simply doesn’t look like a 
typical legal office,” says George 
Hanna.
“It is open-plan, there’s contem-
porary art on the walls, neither 
of us have our own offices [both 
are partners] which allows more 
freedom for staff and clients to 
interact. Everybody knows eve-
rybody else; our clients are on 
first-name basis with all our so-
licitors.”
George Hanna is also keen to 
stress that the firm does a lot of 
work for charities and communi-
ty groups in the St George area.
“We were actually known for our 
charity work in the community 
before anything else – I believe 

it’s our background, we’re Cop-
tic Orthodox Christians and that 
makes us really aware of how im-
portant it is to give back to the 
community,” he says.
GMH’s respected role in the 
Kogarah community was recent-
ly recognised with the St George 
Local Business Award for pro-
fessional services. George Hanna 
was also a finalist in the Business 
Person of the Year Awards. 
The firm has also just been 
awarded the right to be on the 
legal panel for the 2015 Pacific 
Games in Papua New Guinea 
and has international offices in 
Kuwait and Egypt with plans to 
open new ones in China and the 
UAE.
It’s clear that for the Hanna 
brothers setting up and working 
in a suburban practice hasn’t been 
a shift down in gear so much as a 
shift to a better model of car.
Or as George Hanna puts it: 
“We’re working on the fringes 
trying to problem-solve for cli-
ents; coming up with innovative 
solutions actually requires an in-
novative and fresh approach to 
thinking about law.”

From: “Law Society Journal”  - 
September 2013

Where the grass is greener
Partners in GMH Legal,
George Hanna (left) and his
brother Mina are passionate
advocates for making the
move from large-scale city firm
to suburban practice.

“As you get to that top end,
you’re basically giving up your 
life to do what the firm wants 
you to do.”
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By: Anthony hAnnA,

the Australian Coptic Movement 
Association 

It is a safe assumption to say that 
Australia’s estimated 80,000 – 100,000 
Copts align with the centre right of 
Australian Politics. Favoured political 
parties backed by the Copts would 
mainly consist of the Liberal/national 
Coalition, Christian Democratic Party 
and Australian Christians Party.

Why we look to the right?

In my opinion, three of the key issues 
raised by the Coptic community 
leading up to the elections were:

1. Australia’s Foreign Policy

2. Same-Sex Marriage and Family 
Values

3. Economic policies (Small Business)

So let’s have a look at it in detail.
 

1. Australia’s Foreign Policy
the last three years has been a roller 

coaster ride for the Coptic community 
with respect to ongoing events in 
the Middle East and in particular, 
the Coptic motherland of Egypt. 
Australia’s Coptic diaspora still retain 
a strong link to their former country 
and many still have strong family, 
cultural and religious ties. the Papal 
seat of the Coptic orthodox Church 
has been in Egypt since St Mark 
introduced Christianity to Egypt in the 
first century.

Since the last Australian Federal 
Election in 2010, we have witnessed:

• the January 25 revolution and 
overthrow of long-time President 
hosni Mubarrak.

• the Maspero Massacre which saw 
the deaths of 27 Copts during a 
peaceful demonstration outside 
Cairo’s Maspero Building.

• the election of the formerly 
outlawed Muslim Brotherhood’s 
Freedom and Justice Party under 
the reign of Mohammad Morsi in 
2012.

• Large scale protests across the 
country by Egyptian citizens in 
the ‘tamarod’ campaign which led 
to the overthrow of Mohammad 
Morsi and the Muslim Brotherhood 
leadership in early July 2013.

• Attacks on more than 84 Christian 
establishments, institutions and 
Christian owned property in what 
was perceived as being a form of 
revenge attacks by Brotherhood 
supporters for the Coptic support 
of Egypt’s military in cracking 
down on the Muslim Brotherhood 
sit-ins.

In Australia, the Coptic community 
closely watched the Labor 
Government’s response to these events 
and it just so happened that most 
of the time, they were unimpressed. 
Recent comments by Foreign Minister 
Bob Carr in labeling the military 
crackdown on the Brotherhood a 
‘Military Coup’ did not go down too 
well. Failure by the Government to 

initiate a strong response condemning 
the Muslim Brotherhood for their part 
in nationwide violence sought outright 
condemnation by the community 
through a number of means, including 
bombarding local MP’s with petitions, 
emails and phone calls as well as public 
rallies being held in major capital 
cities across the country to publicly 
demonstrate their anger at the Labor 
Government.

In addition, the Government’s 
recent sway to follow the U.S lead in 
a potential strike on Syria has many 
Copts concerned about just what the 
Government’s position and perception 
is of ‘terrorism’. Many Copts recognise 
the ‘two sided guilt’ in Syria however 
strongly hold that the rebels and Free 
Syria Army will be overrun by fanatical 
Islamists groups such as Al Qaeda, 
Jabhat al-nusra and other groups 
with potential ties to the Muslim 
Brotherhood and Salafists in Egypt. 
Much similarly to the overthrow 
of Mubarrak in 2011, Copts, quite 
accurately, recognised the ‘better of 
two evils’ and were cautious of regime 
change. Assad or Islamists – this is 
how they perceive it.

tony Abbott’s Liberal Government 
will be just as scrutinised if it follows 
the path of the Rudd/Gilliard 
Government. Careful wording in 
statements relating to overseas 
events will need to ensure that at no 
point is the Muslim Brotherhood ever 
perceived as the victim. Denounce 
the Muslim Brotherhood and label it a 
terrorist organisation, and the Liberal 
Party will be tattooed on the skin of 
every Copt in Australia.

2. Social Values
the Coptic community possess an 

ethno-religious identity. not only 
do they share a common ethnic 
background, but a common faith. the 
hot topic pressing social values since 
the last election has been the question 
of amending the Marriage Act to 
r e c o g n i s e 
s a m e - s e x 
marriage in 
Australia.

the Coptic 
perception is 
simple – same-sex marriage violates 
their religious beliefs and I can assure 
you that many will reference Biblical 
teachings as to why Christianity in 
itself perceives same sex marriage as 
a ‘no no’.

It may be argued that there recently 
has been a slight division in the Coptic 
community with respect to Gay 
marriage based on the respective age 
groups. Copts that first migrated to 
Australia during the 1960’s and 70’s 
as well as recently arrived migrants 
attain a hard line stance on the issue 
and strongly oppose it. A very small 
sub-section of their children and the 
youth generation on the other hand 
may possess the view that ‘whilst I 
oppose it, I have much larger issues 
to worry about’. that’s not to say that 
Generation y and Z don’t share the 
same religious element as their parents 

with respect to the issue, 
it’s just that they may see it 
as the cost of living in a free 
and democratic society – 
the concept of individuality 
and each having the right 
to do as they wish.  this 
however can be perceived 
as opinion based.

In recent years, the shift by 
many political candidates 
in this election has seen the Copts 
strongly determine their vote on the 
issue of same-sex marriage. tony 
Abbott’s likely endeavor to move 
the matter to a ‘conscious vote’ if 
elected was probably a wise decision 
to retain the Coptic support because 
the blame simply gets shifted to the 
local candidates. In this year’s federal 
election, 3 Coptic candidates who ran 
for the Christian Democratic Party 
determined their preferences with 
consideration on the issue. In the 
seat of Fowler, Matt Attia gave his 
preferences to Labor’s Chris hayes 
for Mr hayes’ refusal to endorse the 
concept (in addition to the fact that 
the Liberal 
C a n d i d a t e 
was not well 
liked by 
his own party 
which was well 
reflected in the 
polls).  Father/
D a u g h t e r 
combination John and Sarah 
Ramsay, representing the seats of 
Werriwa and Macarthur in nSW, also 
determined their preferences to the 
Democratic Labor Party and Liberal 
Party respectively for their refusal to 
support same-sex marriage. Similarly 
in the seat of McMahon. the CDP 
candidate backed Labor incumbent 
Chris Bowen for not only his position 
on same-sex marriage but in addition 
to his long standing support of the 
Coptic Community.

Some closer to home examples of 
where the Copts 
have reiterated 
their support for 
politicians whom 
stand against same 
sex marriage, 
no matter their 

political backdrop, was in the nSW 
seat of Greenway where Michelle 
Rowland publicly acknowledged 
to the local parish congregation in 
Blacktown that she would not support 
the Marriage Act amendment bill.

Who knows just how long the Copts 
will be able to stand their ground and 
twist the political arms on the issue.

 3. Economic Outlook
Australia’s Coptic Community is 

educated, intelligent, hardworking 
and most of all, entrepreneurial. 
Small business was never going to 
be overlooked by the Copts when it 
came to polling day. GP’s and Medical 
Practices, Pharmacies, Allied health, 
Retail, Construction Companies and 
Accounting and Law Firms are just 
some of the more common businesses 
run by Copts in the community.

It has generally been well received 
that a Liberal Government is friendly 
to small business. Whether it be tax 
cuts, easing employer restrictions 
or the introduction of government 
incentives, Copts were never going to 
forget their hip pocket come election 
day (mind you sometimes I feel that 
they are willing to go broke than 
endorse same-sex marriage).

one key example of where business 
policies have influenced the Coptic 
vote would have been the recent 
reforms to the PBS and bringing 
forward of price disclosures back in 
August 2013. Put simply and without 
going into too much detail, industry 

specialists and 
representatives have 
made it quite blunt 
in stating that an 
average pharmacy 
which dispenses 
30,000 scripts a year 
would see approx. 
$60,000 – $90,000 

cut out from their bottom line. that’s 
right, that 2013 model Mercedes 
E250 C207 is now out of reach. More 
importantly, the risk to jobs (and the 
Coptic pharmacists and staff whom 
they employ) is in the limelight. Whilst 
it can be argued that most Pharmacists 
saw this happening one day, the need 
to point the finger is always crucial and 
it just so happened that these reforms 
were under a Labor Government.

overall, the Copts are optimistic to a 
new era of Liberal rule. however their 
influence on matters such as Foreign 
Policy, Social Issues and Small Business 
can only be guaranteed by one means 
– participate in the system.

We have the resources and 
community support to partake in the 
political environment and ensure that 
the community’s demands are always 
brought to the forefront. Put bluntly, 
more Copts need to enter politics. 
our community may be spread over 
several electorate seats, but our views 
and belief in traditional family values, 
the economy and a range of other 
matters are well aligned with ordinary 
Australians. In Western Sydney, the 
number of Middle Eastern Christians 
and our community ties with the 
Armenian, Serbian, Assyrian and 
other orthodox branches for example 
make any Coptic candidate a strong 
contender.

Join the branches and make your 
voice heard. not only to the benefit 
of Australia’s strengthening Coptic 
community but for the benefit of the 
Australia we have called home and 
grown to love.

Federal Elections 2013 – The Coptic Vote

The Coptic perception is sim-
ple: same-sex marriage violates 

their religious beliefs
“

”

.. an average pharmacy which 
dispenses 30,000 scripts 
a year would see approx. 
$60,000 – $90,000 cut out 
from their bottom line. 

“
”
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(.. continued from page 1)

CoptiC ChurCh Delegation 
visits his eminenCe 

the mufti of australia

churches is the result of 
ignorance and poor education. 
He cited many verses from 
the Holy Koran that proves 
this. His Eminence even 
explained some verses that 
are misinterpreted by some 
who are not well educated.   
 
Education is very crucial in this 
respect and communication 
among the Muslim and Coptic 
youth is important to understand 
these issues and eventually 
work together against the myth 
that leads to such attacks. 

Dr. Ibrahim insisted to have 
dinner together, knowing that 
H.G. Bishop Daniel is fasting 

he ordered food that suits the 
occasion. It was very impressive 
to see his Muslim guests and 
office staff to share with us 
Falafel instead of the usual 
Egyptian fancy meals in this 
occasion. This gave a more 
heartily union to the meeting. 
The gathering conveyed a true 
Egyptian gathering.

Rev. Fr. Tadros Simon the Vicar 
of the Diocese of Sydney and 
affiliated regions explained 
to the guests the concept of 
“fasting food”. Rev. Fr. Tadros 
answered the questions of the 
Muslims present. This virtually 
gave the feeling that we are 
basically one community with 
many things in common.

Again, soon after Raba El 
Adawea, they not only burnt 
the four churches in this vil-
lage but attacked twenty 
houses of the Copts. They 
threatened to rape the girls 
and actually dragged a half 
naked Coptic woman in the 
street. Many families in fear, 
fled the village, so the terror-
ists stole their properties and 
damaged the houses.  Even-
tually the Army and police at-
tacked at dawn and captured 
fifty five terrorists. Apparently, 
this area has been a ‘snake 
pit’ since 1965 when they 
were intending to damage 
bridges and kill President 
Nasser.

KARDASA Village
 This is another ‘snake pit’; 

and the army and police sur-
rounded it a few days after 
Dilja. At this stage (20/9/13) 
I do not know whether they 
damaged any churches or 
killed Copts. Unfortunately 
however,  they shot a senior 
police officer yesterday im-
mediately after he surround-
ed the terrorists. Again this 
has been, like Dilja a very im-
portant centre for the Mos-
lem Brotherhood for a very 
long time. Now, in Egypt, 
people don’t like to call them 
MOSLEM BROTHERS; they 
like to call them:THE TER-
RORISTS.

  HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
I sincerely hope that I do not 
need to write a “PART 4”in 
this series, as now, both the 
army and police have com-
plete control of our beauti-
ful country EGYPT (OM EL 
DINIA; and as the wonderful 
major general ABDEL Fattah 
EL Sissy said:”it is going to 
be AD El DINIA”. There is no 
doubt in my mind that Egypt 
will regain its status as one of 
the greatest country of the 
world if EL Sissy becomes 
the president as the majority 
of Egyptians want that de-
spite his reluctance to nomi-
nate himself.  

egYpt Burns
Tragedies and Suffering of Egypt’s Copts

(.. continued from page 1)

Announcement to all Head Deacons
HG Bishop Daniel, Bishop of Sydney and Affiliated Region has requested a 
Meeting with all Head Deacons Saturday 12 October 2013, at 8:00PM at St 
Mary and St Abou Sefin Church-Rhodes.
The meeting will focus on various items that were discussed in the first meeting 
in order to stream line deacon services though out the Sydney parish.
We invite all head deacons in each church to attend this meeting.
We also request the head deacon to contact Hany Ghaly 0412911776 to confirm 
attendance.

Bishop Daniel,
Coptic Orthodox Church, 
Sydney

Your Grace,

I write as the General Secretary of the NSW Ecumenical Council to 
express the support of the Council for your Prayer Vigil this evening at 
Guildford. We know that the leaders of the Eastern Christian Churches 
and many of the members of those churches here in Sydney will be 
gathering today for prayer.

Unfortunately I will not be able to be present with you at this time, but 
wish that my personal greetings might be conveyed to those who will 
gather to pray.  We support your concern for the suffering people of the 
countries of the Middle East, and particularly for our sisters and brothers 
in Egypt. 

Your Christian friends in the member churches of the NSW Ecumenical 
Council share your concerns and pray with you for a peaceful resolution 
of the conflict in Egypt and other lands of the Middle East. Like you we 
express our rejection of all forms of violence and decry the efforts of 
extremists to attack churches and other places of worship.

We also share your prayers for those who are suffering as a result of the 
conflict and urge those who can bring peace to re-double their efforts so 
that the wish of so many for an end to violence may be achieved.

Please accept our heartfelt prayers at this time of great concern.

In the love of Christ, who can overcome all the world’s suffering,

Yours sincerely, 

Doug Hewitt

Doug Hewitt
General Secretary    29 August 2013

PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT OF HG BISHOP ZOSIMA 
BISHOP OF THE DIOCESE OF ATFIH EL SAFF AND ITS AFFFILIATED REGIONS 

HLWAN – EGYPT
6th September – 8th October 2013

	  

Day Date Time Service
Sun 29/9 9:00 am Holy Mass @ St Mark Church -Arncliffe
Mon 30/9 Visitation @ St Shenouda the Archimandrite 

Monastery - PuttyTue 1/10
Wed 2/10 9:00 am Holy Mass @ Archangel Michael & St Bishoy Church – Mount 

Druitt
Thu 3/10 7:00pm

To 
Midnight

Youth Meeting Arabic
Tasbha & Holy Mass @ The Apostles  & St Abanoub Church - 
Blacktown

Fri 4/10 Holy Mass @ St Mary & St Mercurius Abou Sefein Church - 
Rhodes

Sat 5/10 Holy Mass & Spiritual Day @ St Mary & St Mercurius Abou 
Sefein Church - Rhodes

Sun 6/10 7:30pm Bible Study @ St Mary & St Kozman & St Demian Church – 
Castle Hill 

 
 

 
Through the Prayers of His Holiness Pope Tawadros II and his partner in the Apos-
tolic Ministry His Grace Bishop Daniel, Bishop of Sydney and Affiliated Regions, on 
Saturday 14 September 2013, the Holy Liturgy was celebrated in the first building es-
tablished in the Monastery of St Mary and St Anthony in Kooralbyn, Queensland. The 
occasion was a very joyous one attended by many members of the congregation from 
churches across the state of Queensland. 

Fr Moussa El Antoni and the Reverend Fathers of Queensland, the monastery commit-
tee, the servants and congregation of all the churches of Queensland would like to thank 
from the depth of their hearts our beloved Bishop, His Grace Bishop Daniel, Bishop of 
Sydney and Affiliated Regions, and His Grace Bishop Daniel of St Shenouda’s Monas-
tery for blessing the monastery on this joyous event. 

Through the grace of God, there will be a Holy Liturgy prayed at the St Mary and St 
Anthony Monastery every fourth Saturday of each month from 9am-11am.  May the 
prayers of St Mary, St Anthony, our Patriarch HH Pope Tawadros II and our Bishop 

HG Bishop Daniel be with us all.

St Mary and St Anthony Monastery, Queensland

Would you like to help edit El-Manara Newspaper?
Opportunity to serve and use your talents.

If you can spare a few hours every 4 weeks in any of the 
below skills, please contact editor@elmanara.org.au.

• Collecting articles
• Desktop publishing              

(Adobe InDesign, MS Publisher)

• English/Arabic language editing
• Graphic design/editing
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What impact is the ongoing unrest in Egypt 
having on the local Australian community?

The unrest is due to the revolution against political 
Islam. This will eventually affect all the countries 

that have Muslim nationals. Some see this as a revo-
lution against managing the country by Sharia Laws. 
Political Islam is a name given to Muslim doctrine that 
states that Sharia laws best suits human. Laws stated by 
Allah are much better than human laws. In Australia 
Hezbultahrir was used to state that Democracy is the 
enemy of Islam. 

Muslim Brothers was established in 1928 in Egypt 
as a preaching organization. With time they adopted 
confidentiality and assassinated the Egyptian Prime 
minister in 1944 when announced war against Hitler 
their ally. The ultimate goal was to revive the Islamic 
Empire “Caliphate” that was destroyed by the British 
and French in 1923. 

The struggle of Political Islam against the Egyptian 
government was transferred to an international nature 
by the dictators in the Middle East. In 1954 Muslim 
brothers plotted the assassination of Naser. The tough 
approach of Naser and later other Middle East dictators 
let the MB’s flee to the Gulf and the Western coun-
tries. This gave them healthy environment to be more 
effective and gather more followers supported by Gulf 
wealth and Western freedom and media. More impor-
tant is that they got excellent media experience and fo-
cused to get control on the Western Media. The globali-
zation resulted in separation of some groups. 

The 1970’s till the 1990’s gave birth to more extremists 
gangs. This attracted world attention on them as moder-
ate. Gave them some force to dictate on the World. In-
ternational governments started to study their activities 
and to communicate with the less aggressive groups to 
control the more aggressive fractions.

Eventually, many Gulf countries felt the danger and 
stopped supporting them. However, the government 
could not take the sympathy of their nationals away. The 
invasion of Iraq gave Political Islam a justification that 
the battle is with the 
International System 
rather than with the 
local governments.

In 1990 the invasion of 
Sadam Hussien to Ku-
wait resulted in gathering 
the World forces in Saudi 
Arabia to protect the Gulf area that supply over half 
the world Oil, from the Tyranny of Saddam Hussien. El 
Qaeda then was approaching to topple the Saudi regime 
when the West was involved in the protection of the 
Oil. The presence of International forces in the Mid-
dle East became a major hurdle to establish the Islamic 
Caliphate. 
Now the secrete activity has to come up to the surface 
and show their power to the strongest Western nation. 
They attacked the American embassies in 1992 in Afri-
ca, Marines in 1993 in Lebanon and New York in 1993 
and 2001, American Force in 2006 in Somalia. The first 
defeat of the West led by USA after WWII was 2006 
in Somalia. 

What are Egyptian Australians doing to support 
family, friends and others in Egypt?

Qatar, the owner of Aljazeera, is almost the single 
Gulf state that is still supporting the Muslim 

Brothers. Its extensive wealth and very small popula-
tion dictated to spend a lot on Media. In 2001 Hillary 
Clinton stated that the US are losing the information 
war as “Al Jazeera has been the leader in that Al Jazeera 

is now literally changing people’s minds and attitudes. 
And like it or hate it, it is really effective,” she said. This 
is the first great success of Political Islam against the 
Western Civilization. 

Families and Friends in Egypt cannot make their 
voice clear to the Developed countries. Egyptian Aus-
tralians are trying to convey the voice of the victims in 
Egypt to the Australians who are mis-informed by the 
local media. 
Australian families and Friends are collecting dona-

tions to repair the damaged of 100’s of homes, 1000’s of 
business and 82 churches. 

How is the younger generation reaching out to 
other Egyptian Australians from different reli-
gious backgrounds?

The ratio of Muslim Brothers among the Islam-
ic community in Sydney is much higher than 

among the Egyptians. So the revolution against the 
Muslim Brothers is less popular among youth in Aus-
tralian Egyptians than among the Egyptians of the 
same age sector.

Another factor is that the number of Egyptian Mus-
lims is less than 10% of the Muslims in Australia. Hence, 
the loyalty of the majority of Muslims in Australia is not 
towards Egypt but towards international Political Islam. 

Anything else you’d like to share on the subject 
matter?

How to let the Australian youth to understand 
that the battle in Egypt is crucial to the safety 

and well being of the world. The consequences of the 
battle may lead to suicide bombing and exploding cars 
in Egypt; however, the battle’s atrocities will definitely 
cleanse Egyptians’ minds of Political Islam. Egypt being 
the core of Islamic countries will have a major global 
cleansing effect.

Now the International Media is going under the con-
trol of Qatar. Qatar support is the first battle won by 
Political Islam to control the world. Examples of the 

effect of Aljazeera as the source of 
information to the Western Media:

1. The Sitting in in Rabaa 
was surrounded by Barracks with 
openings to shoot from. Casualties 
among sitting-in of this sort are jus-
tified. This was not the theme of the 
Australia TV.

2. Burning of 82 Churches in few days was an event 
that worth reporting. This was not the case in Aus-
tralian TV.

3. Torturing hundreds and pulling out their nails 
was shown only on the local TV channels. Killing 
hundreds and throwing their bodies in the garbage 
or keeping them in the basement with plastic bags 
and ice, was not mentioned by the Australian TV. 
They eventually burned the mosque in which was 
the sit-in to hide the coffins they kept in its base-
ment.

4. The threat of suicide Bombing and exploding cars 
in every district was bluntly said in front of Cam-
eras. This was not shown on the Australian TV.

Hope of the Christian Egyptian Australians
The Christian Egyptians are optimistic and feel that the 
damages and victims are dear price for the freedom of 
Egypt and will lead to a modern Egypt that will show a 
lot of its inherited talents. However, if Egypt loses this 
will struggle, it will be a great boast to the propagation 
of backward aggressive mode of thinking that will con-
trol the world through terror and democracy together. 

St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College is under the auspices of the Coptic Ortho-
dox Church and is a fully comprehensive co-educational school from Kinder-
garten to Year 12, located at Wattle Grove in southwest Sydney. The College 
was established in 1996 and is well known for its high academic standards and 
Christian ethos. Currently, the College is accepting applications for a full-time 
Clerical Officer. The applicant must have excellent general office skills and be a 
practising Christian who would be sympathetic of the Coptic Orthodox faith, 
traditions, ethos and culture.

Duties will include: 
• General front desk tasks: taking messages, general typing and preparing 

awards
• Receptionist work
• Filing 
• Maintaining appropriate student records
• Providing student enrolment information
• Providing First Aid care to injured children
• General errands 
• Collecting and distributing mail

Skills and Knowledge Required 
• Experience in using MAZE or similar operation system, knowledge of 

Microsoft Word and Excel.
• The ability to readily acquire knowledge and understanding of College 

specific functions, policies and procedures.
• Excellent interposal skills, being able to positively interact with all mem-

bers of the College Community and those external individuals / agents 
who work with the College

• Well –developed communication skills, particularly in respect to inter-
views, telephone discussions, and letter writing.

• An ability to gain co-operation and assistance from the College’s teaching 
and non – teaching staff in order to achieve well defined objectives for the 
clerical and operational management of the school.

Applicants are to email their CV with two (2) referees (one from a reverend 
Father) to the Head of College  (headofcollege@stmarks.nsw.edu.au) by 

Monday 30th September, 2013.

PO Box 747 Moorebank 1875

St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College

Clerical Officer
Full – Time

Q & A for an Australian Media Inquiry

This is the first great 
success of Political Islam 
against the Western 
Civilization.

“
”

Shared Accommodation
Furnished room at Penshurst close to all facilities if 
interested please call Bahgat Hilmi on 0404063006

Free Ongoing English Conversation, reading, and writing Classes for all 
Citizens, Refugees and Visitors will be held in as mentioned below:

1. Every Tuesday and Wednesday From 11am - 4pm in Fr Pishoy Kamel 
Resource Cenre in St. Mary & St. Mina Cathedral; Bexley

2. Every Thursday and Friday From 11am - 4pm in Sunday school’s ha...ll in St. 
Mary & St. Mercurius Abu Sefein; Rhodes

3. Every Sunday from 01.00 pm – 6.00 pm in Sunday school’s hall in St. Mary & 
St. Mercurius Abu Sefein; Rhodes

4. Also we assist individuals who had their Permanent Resident Certificates to be 
well prepared to set for Citizenship exam. We have all Citizenship books and 
DVD’s ready for every applicants upon request.

For enquiries or more details please call: Samir Ayad Labib on:

0487 003 123 OR: 0449 953 365 

EVERYONE IS MOST WELCOME

 يوجد سكن بالمشاركة
 توجد غرفة مفروشة فى منطقة بنهرست

 قريبة على الموصالت و السوق 
 الرجاء االتصال بهجت حلمى

  4343404440موبايل  
 

Shared Accommodation 

Furnished room at Penshurst close to all facilities if interested please call Bahgat Hilmi on 
0404063006 
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St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College is under the 
auspices of the Coptic Orthodox Church and is a 
fully comprehensive co-educational school from 
Kindergarten to Year 12, located at Wattle Grove 
in southwest Sydney. The College was established 
in 1996 and is well known for its high academic 
standards and Christian ethos. Currently the 
College is accepting applications for a part-time 
Officer of Development and Marketing. The ap-
plicant must have excellent communication skills, 
a degree or experience in marketing/develop-
ment, and be a practising Christian who would 
be sympathetic of the Coptic Orthodox Faith, 
traditions, ethos and culture.
 
Role Description:
This is a newly created role, which will focus on 
community engagement and income-generating 
initiatives to support the strategic objectives of 
St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College. The Officer 
of Development and Marketing is a member of 
the College’s administrative team reporting to 
the Head of College.  S/he will be responsible 
for leading the School’s Advancement Program 
as adopted by the College Board.  The Officer 
will also be responsible for developing and 
maintaining active and productive relationships 
with the Alumni, College, local and the broader 
Coptic Community members, business and pub-
lic donors, as well as the College Executive. 

Specific areas of responsibility/duties include: 
Fundraising
• Designs, implements and manages fund-

raising and sponsorship activities includ-
ing Scholarships, Bursaries, Autumn Fair, 
Alumni and P & F Dinners, Pyramid of 
St Marks (POSM) and capital campaigns, 
special projects, and other school-related 
events.

• Design presentations and attend meetings 
with prospective donors, alone or with staff.

• Manages strategies and activities for donor 
cultivation, solicitation, and relations.

• Maintains contact with and develops grant 
proposals and funding submissions.

• Develops and implements parent and 
class-based fundraising programs with the 
Parents and Friends’ Association.

• Event management and associated fund-
raising

 
College Board Relations
• Works with the College Board, Director 

and the Head of College to develop strate-
gies to initiate and meet fundraising goals.

• Develops fundraising training for College 
and other community volunteers.

• Has responsibility for Fundraising, Grant 
Development Applications & campaigns.

Development and Marketing Office Infra-
structure
• Creates clerical systems to support and as-

sist Development projects and operations.
• Supervises donor and gift record-keeping.
• Consults with the Financial Manager on 

record-keeping and accounting practices.
• Co-ordinates development research activi-

ties.
• Oversees the management of databases and 

all records, files, and gift processing.
• Manages the pledge reminder and acknowl-

edgement programs.

Alumni Relations
• Manages and maintains the alumni 

database.
• Organizes and supports an alumni associa-

tion.
• Organizes alumni events, collects news 

and information about the members of the 
Alumni for publication, and keeps accurate 
records of the College’s Alumni.

Parent and Friends’ Relations
• Works with the Parents and Friends’ As-

sociation to identify and train a core group 
of volunteers to assist in the Autumn Fair, 
Annual Dinner, special events and other 
fundraising programs as needed.

Public Relations, Marketing, and Advertising
• Developing marketing initiatives and mate-

rial
• Works closely with the Deputy Head of 

College, Director of Co-Curricular Ac-
tivities and Head of College to develop a 
public relations, marketing and an advertis-
ing plans.

• Designs and oversees production of all 
major publications, including the Pharos 
newsletter, the Annual Report, the School’s 
website, and working with designers and-
printers to promote the school’s fund and 
friend raising goals and activities.

• Creates and implements a communication 
and promotional plan for the Capital and 
Development Campaign.

• Develops and implements strategies to pro-
mote St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College’s 
mission to both the immediate College 
Community, local and the broader Coptic 
and general communities

• Provide articles to market and familiarize 
the community of the existence and benefits 
of St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College 
through the media; like KIMI Radio, El-
Manara, Spring of Love, local newspapers 
and radio, and student performances or 
exhibitions.

Remuneration: 
• Based on performance

Qualifications: 
• At least 2 years professional fundraising ex-

perience, preferably within the Coptic Or-
thodox environment.

• Experience in designing and managing de-
velopment and Alumni relations programs.

• Experience with developing and maintain-
ing productive working relationships with a 
College Community; the Executive, Parents 
and Friends’ Association, Faculty Heads and 
Alumni. As well as, external relationships 
with business, government representatives 
and departments.

• Excellent verbal and written communication 
skills.

• Ability to work as a leader and as part of an 
Executive College Team.

• Familiarity with the Coptic Orthodox Faith, 
traditions, ethos and Culture.

Please submit your resume including three (3) 
references, one of which from a reverend Father 
or parish priest with a cover letter to the Head 

of College  (headofcollege@stmarks.nsw.edu.au) 
by Monday 30th September, 2013.

PO Box 747 Moorebank 1875

St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College

Officer of   
Development and Marketing

Part Time - Readverstised Position

 

 

 

The committee Invite you to attend the celebration of opening 
Coptic Orthodox cemetery section at Pine Grove Memorial 
park
Kington St, Minchinbury  on 28th, September 2013
 at 12.00 Noon.
Your attendance will be appreciated
NB refreshment will be provided by Pine Grove Management

Australian Sudanese Community
ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972

 

 
Special Course on

Theology of Mission
By

H. G. Bishop Antonious Markos
Bishop of African Affairs

“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how 
shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they 

hear without a preacher?” Romans 10: 14

The Theological College is pleased to announce this special course on 
Theology of Mission for the period from 7 – 15 October 2013 over four 
nights only:

Mondays: 7 and 14 October 2013   from 7pm to 9pm

Tuesdays: 8 and 15 October 2013   from 7pm to 9pm

The lectures will be held at the College Building, 72 Wollongong Rd., 
Arncliffe (adjacent to St. Mark’s Cathedral).

This course will deal with the role of the church in reaching out to those 
from outside the church. This course begins with an outline of the Bibli-
cal and ecclesiastical basis for outreach. The characteristics of missionary 
work are set out. These are presented with case studies from the mission-
ary work of the Coptic Church in Africa and the lands of migration.

PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT OF HG BISHOP TAdROS
BISHOP OF THE dIOCESE OF PORT SAId – EGYPT

30th September – 11th October 2013

	  

Day Date Time Service
Mon 30/9 6:55pm Arrival to Sydney From Melbourne

Qantas airways Flight QF0454 - Terminal 1
Tue 1/10 7:30pm Vespers at St Mary & St Abou Sefein Church-

Rhodes
Wed 2/10 9:00am Holy Mass at St. Mary & 

St. Mina Cathedral – Bexley
Thu 3/10 9:00am

8:30 pm

Holy Mass @ Anba Abram church long point

Vespers at St Mary, St BaKhomious & St Shen-
ouda  Church – Kirawee

Fri 4/10 7:30pm Vesper St George Church, Kensington
Sat 5/10
Sun 6/10 9:00am Holy Mass @ St. Marks’ 

Church- Arncliffe
Mon 7/10

Tue 8/10

Wed 9/10 Holy Mass at Archangel Michael  & St Bishoy  
Church - Mt.Durit

Thu 10/10 Holy Mass@ St. Anthony and
St. Paul Church -  Guildford

Fri 11/10 2:50pm Departure from Sydney
UA 840
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 المجلس االستشارى األســترالى المصرى

The Australian Egyptian Council Forum  
has the pleasure of inviting  

 
 the Egyptian Community Leaders and Members  

To a Public Forum  
Promoting Community Harmony   

 
with H.E. Ambassador  

Mohamed El-Orabi,  
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs  

and President of the Congress Party in Egypt  
 

Time & Venue  

 8th October 2013 
7:30—9:30 pm 

Kingsgrove Community Hall 
30 Morgan Street, Kingsgrove 

● Free Entry 
● Light refreshment provided 

 
 The Forum acknowledges the support of Dr Stepan Kerkyasharian AO  
Chair  of the Community Relations Commission for Multicultural NSW-  
and HE Ayman Kamel, the Consul General of Egypt in Sydney. 

SEXO     
YOUTH

WORX

EXODUS 
GRAPHICS

Exodus Youth Worx is now offering an 
onsite professional graphic design sevice 

All proceeds from the graphic design work go back into 
Exodus Youth Worx to support services for the youth

Branding & Rebranding solutions

and much more!

Logo Design Business card design
Letterheads Flyers

matthew@exodusyouthworx.org.au
0431 392 142 9529 3929

Call o
r e

m
ail f

or a
  

FREE Q
uote

Next Performance
Saturday, November 16, 2013

5:30 p.m.

The Epping Club
45-47 Rawson Street 

Epping NSW 2121

To Get Tickets
Call : 02-9787-9777

or visit

www.CopticOrphans.org
$75 Adult 

 $40 Children under 12

Coptic Orphans Presents...

Fundraising Dinner &Talent Show 

El-Nayouz
Sydney Parliament House



Prayer Vigil


