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Papal Message - Feast of the Nativity
H.H. Pope Tawadros II

In the Name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, One 
God, Amen.

I congratulate all of you for this 
glorious Feast of the Nativity 
and the new year of 2014. I wish 
upon all of you the blessings 
that come with the birth of 
the One Who was born in the 
manger; blessings of goodness, 
joy, peace and love for everyone 
in Egypt, and in all our churches 
throughout the world, all who 
celebrate the New Year by the 
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The incarnation of God is an 
event that combined the earth 
with heaven. God, through His 
love for mankind, was incarnated 
and came to mankind. As we 
learn from the verse that is often 
referred to as "the little gospel", 
(John 3:16) states: "For God so 
loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish 
but have everlasting life."

This meeting of heaven and 
earth was a meeting from God, 
Who gave us His love, by coming 
down from above to mankind. 
This was also a meeting from 
man who showed his eagerness 
of going up to God. This meeting 
happened in the fullness of time, 
as stated in the Holy Bible, and, 
in the womb of our mother the 
Holy Virgin St. Mary where He 
was incarnate by His love.

In the creation of man, God 
showed His love to everyone. In 
His incarnation, He confi rmed 
this love. In His crucifi xion 
and resurrection, the Lord 
concluded this great love toward 
man. In fact, in the story of the 
Nativity, we have plenty of 
contemplations. We read about 

the heavenly star, and we read 
about the earthly manger.

We read about people who 
came from far countries, and 
we read about people who were 
close to the place of the event. 
We read about young people 
such as the shepherds and our 
mother the Virgin Mary. We also 
read about elder people such 
as St. Joseph the carpenter, St. 
Simon the elder and St. Anna 
the prophetess. We read about 
all kinds of people.

But the world at the time of our 
Lord Jesus Christ was classifi ed 
into two main groups, Jews 
and gentiles. And there was a 
separation between heaven and 
earth. Heaven is full of angels 
and heavenly creatures, and the 
earth is full of people who were 
divided into Jews and gentiles. 
In the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, those three groups came 
together.

First, the shepherds who were 
awake arrived. Those shepherds 
were very simple people, and 
were from the simplest sector 
of the Jewish society. Their 
work and eff orts were in the 
wilderness with the fl ock that 
they used to shepherd, and out 
of those sheep, the sacrifi ces 
were selected to be off ered.

The shepherds were always 
traveling and did not have 
a place to dwell. Even their 
witness were invalid in courts. 
But the Lord had chosen them 
for their honesty and simplicity. 
God wanted to honor them, so 
He revealed to them His birth by 
the angel who appeared to them 
saying: "I bring you good tidings 
of great joy which will be to all 
people."

The awakening shepherds were 
Jews. As if God had chosen 
the shepherds to represent the 
Jews. The reset of the world 
were considered pagan gentiles. 
As such, God had chosen the 
worshipping magi on behalf of 
the gentiles. They came from 
far countries in the east. They 
endured the long travel. The 
roads were not like what we 

have now. They were scientists 
in astronomy, and in predicting 
events that may happen.

They traveled for long periods, 
coming from far countries to 
search and worship the birth 
of the King of the Jews. We all 
know the story, but the most 
important points were that they 
reached their goal and they 
were considered high class in 
their society. They arrived to 
Jerusalem, to the place of the 
manger where the Baby Jesus 
Christ was, and off ered their 
gifts.

By their gifts, they expressed 
their eagerness to witness the 
born, King of the Jews. Therefore, 
the earthly world came to the 
manger to the Lord Jesus in 
two groups, in addition to the 
third group which was from the 
heavenly world represented by 
the multitude of singing angels.

The angels were singing the 
famous song: "Glory to God in 
the highest, And on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men." Everyone 
was presented in the manger 
and around the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The earthly world was 
presented by the two groups of 
the Jews and the magi, and the 
heavenly world presented by the 
angels.

What we are most interested 
in and what I would like to put 
before your eyes is the fact that 
the magi who came from the 
far countries presented gifts to 
Him: gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. Most of us know that 
gold is a symbol of being a King; 
frankincense is a symbol of His 
priesthood; and the myrrh is 
a symbol for His suff ering and 
crucifi xion.

These gifts signify those 
characteristics of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. The question here, 
why did they choose those gifts 
specifi cally? We all know that 
the gift is off ered according 
to the taste of the giver and 
according to the condition and 
position of the receiver. So why 
did they choose those gifts? I 
would like to tell you that those 

gifts which were off ered by the 
magi symbolize the life of man.

The life of man throughout its 
entirety is characterized by 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
I mean every one of us through 
life has days of gold, days of 
frankincense and days of myrrh. 
The days of gold are the days of 
success, good health, victory, 
wealth, and days of comfort, 
as well as all days of joy either 
at work, business, various 
successes, or study. Each are 
considered the gift of gold.

The gift of frankincense presents 
the days of work, study, labor, 
hard eff ort and services, and 
other days that take large space 
in the life of man. The days of 
myrrh, as the life of man should 
have time of myrrh according 
to this philosophy of the gifts, 
presented by the days of grief 
tribulations, need, suff ering, 
illness, and all the days in 
which man aches from negative 
emotions and anxiety.

All those are represented by the 
gift of myrrh. But all those gifts 
represent the mix of man’s life. 
Each of our lives fall into the 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
That is why if there are days 
of myrrh, there will be days of 
frankincense and gold. In the 
life of man, as the Bible says, all 
things work together for good to 
those who love God. All the days 
with all their kinds work together 
for good to those who love God.

The birth of our Lord Jesus Christ 
gives us hope, courage and new 
life in a new vision for our daily 
life. I congratulate all of you, 
all clergy, congregations, and 
families. I would like to especially 
congratulate our youth and 
children. I congratulate every 
church with her board, servants 
and deacons. I ask the Lord to 
give you grace and to fi ll your life 
with the joy of Nativity every day. 
May our life be for the glory of 
His name, and glory be to God, 
forever, and ever. Amen.

Signed

Tawadros II
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PEACE ON EARTH

My dear children, the priests, 
servants and the congregation 
of the Christ-loving Diocese of 
Sydney and its Affiliated Regions.
I wish you a blessed New Year 
filled with peace and love which 
can only be attained through the 
formation of a deep committed 
relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ the King of Peace, and the 
God of love.
My children, in the years past 
humanity has seen many 
tribulations and in many places 
in the world we find wars instead 
of the preaching of the gospel of 
joyful peace.
We see fierce wars between 
many countries and man kills his 
fellow man with all cruelly and 
disregard to age, circumstances 
or position. We see elderly people, 
children, pregnant women killed 
senselessly as was prophecies 
by scripture in “Genesis 4:8 “and 
it has come to pass, when they 
were in the field, that Cain rose 
up against Abel his brother and 
killed him “What have you done? 
The voice of your brother's blood 
cries out to Me from the ground”. 
These killings that are against 
humanity and any moral values 
were because the sons of men 
have conflict in opinion or dogma. 
These killings have caused great 
angst and sadness around the 
world and we see many people 
around the world weeping like 
a fountain of many tears. Peace 
was ripped away from many 
families all around the world.
From the absence of mercy of 
man to fellow man and to himself, 
and seeking vain and false 
hope in things after death, man 
created more cruel and vicious 
ways to kill his fellow man. We 
see suicide bombers, killing and 
damaging around them with 
no discerning or differentiation, 
and the strange thing is, these 
suicide bombers are aimed at 
the innocent children who have 
committed no offense. The 

human made bombs destroyed 
properties and themselves in the 
process, and peace was ripped 
away from many families and 
many places.
And from the cruelly of man to 
another, the people rose with 
strong arms and with violence 
and cruelty absent of mercy and 
compassion, they expelled and 
threw outside his brother from 
his house. Kicked him outside of 
his house, of his town, or his city 
and country. Kicked him outside 
of his heritage and his history, for 
they had hope that they would 
convert and coerce his fellow 
man to embrace their believes
Those who were expelled and 
thrown outside had a faith as 
steady as rock. They chose to 
move and lose all they have 
rather than forsake their faith in 
Christ the Lord, who had nothing 
in this world and didn’t find an 
appropriate place to be born. 
The Man who was expelled 
from the place of his fathers and 
forefathers lived in new places 
like a foreigner, an immigrant, an 
asylum seeker, and a refugee. 
He has no chance to learn or 
be educated, perhaps because 
of the different language of 
the country he has escaped 
to. Perhaps because of lack of 
money, leaving children and youth 
without education and therefore 
without a future. They slowly 
lost their identity and ripped the 
peace away from many, even 
from towns and cities.
Man in his hatred destroyed the 
holy places of his fellow brother 
for no reason, but because he 
does not agree with him on his 
religious beliefs. They destroyed 
churches, monasteries and other 
holy places that have existed for 
thousands of years and carry 
history and heritage in most parts 
of the world. Levelling the history 
and heritage of the fathers with 
dust. They thought they could 
destroy the history and the 
heritage of their fellow brother 
forever by destroying their holy 
places of worship. They do not 
know that history and heritage 
are engraved in the mind and 
heart of people and cannot be 
erased. Neither time, nor cruel or 
tyranny of man can erase history, 
it is unbound by place or time. 
For the love of power, man – who 
think they will last forever- is 
planning to destroy all who stand 
in his way of power, we saw 

demonstrations of oppressed 
peoples, which calls for justice 
and equality. As it is written in 
Genesis (5:8) Then the Lord saw 
that the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth, and that every 
intent of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually” They 
have quenched and suppressed 
the demonstrations by violence, 
no matter the human cost or how 
many children have lost their 
future.
In their bigotry and intolerance, 
we saw man, oppress his fellow 
man, who is not of the same 
sex or race, but it has gone as 
far as murder in some cases, 
not just injustice. Killing people, 
and mass killings have occurred 
mankind’s heart still weeps for 
them with tears of blood.
In his search of what is good 
for him and in his favor, Man 
has given his support to Man to 
kill his fellow man. Man’s price 
became cheaper than the dust 
of the earth and its products, 
especially the black gold.
In his love of money, the man 
abducting his fellow man from 
his family, and asked for the 
perishable earthly money, the 
price of his fellow man kidnapped 
was cheaper than dust. And we 
know that “the love of money is 
the root of all evil” but that “you 
were bought at a price. Therefore 
honor God with your bodies” 
(1 Corinthians 6:20) In his love 
for lust of the flesh, man asks 
his fellow man for what we did 
not hear of before, Asks for what 
no mind can comprehend, nor 
moral values can accept and 
what is outside humanitarian 
norms! Human, killing his fellow 
man, who did not respond to his 
lust demands of his body. And 
whom did he kill? 
Killing mothers and future 
mothers, killing them without 
mercy for the sake of lust.
Amid all this turmoil that I 
mentioned, the call remains:                   
“Peace on earth “. For the true 
Christian Man, lives in peace, 
amid all these great tribulations 
and trials, because he is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. The Lord Jesus 
Christ said: “These things I have 
spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer, I have overcome the 
world.” “The Christ our God who 
grants every peace above all and 
beyond measure”

The Peace of the Christian man 
is because he is fixed in and on 
God, in Christ. Saul’s persecution 
of David never altered or robbed 
him of his peace, because he 
was in God. He was bearing 
God in mind throughout his 
life. All bitter experiences and 
tribulations that befell Job the 
righteous did not manage to rob 
him of his peace but he remained 
steadfast because he was in 
the Lord, and said the famous 
saying: “The Lord gave, and the 
Lord has taken away; Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.”
Man did not know, that the Lord 
will bless his people with peace, 
because He is the King of Peace. 
Peace is a gift and a blessing 
from God, for individuals and 
peoples who fear God, and 
struggling in the life of holiness 
and righteousness, without 
which man will not see peace, 
rather, will not even see God.  
 
In this New Year, In the Nativity 
and birth of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Saviour of the world, I beseech 
you my dear beloved that you will 
be always in the Lord, in all your 
actions, and in all your work, and 
in every aspect of your life. That 
you might cling onto the peace 
of God, no matter how great 
tribulations arise around you, and 
whatever injustice you suffer at 
human hands.
Eternally in the peace of God, 
and the peace of God be with 
you always. And Pray for your 
brothers in captivity, refuge, 
displaced and suffering.
Through the intercession of the 
Mother of God, St. Mary, and 
the intercessions of all the saints, 
we ask of God , that He keeps 
for us and preserve the life of 
His Holiness Pope Tawadros II of 
Alexandria , Pope of Alexandria 
and Patriarch of the See of 
Saint Mark, and to strengthen 
and guide the governments of 
the world to bring peace again 
to the world,  the wounded and 
afflicted countries , and to turn 
every sadness into heartily joy 
and complete rejoicing, for to our 
God is all the glory and honour 
now and forever. Amen.
The Servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ

Bishop Daniel 
With the Grace of  God, 
Bishop of  Diocese of  Sydney and its 
Affiliated Regions 
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THE MEETING OF ST MARY & ELIZABETH, AND ST 
MARY’S MAGNIFICAT

Today is the 3rd Sunday of 
Kiahk, and each week of Kiahk, 
we progress through the events 
of this joyous time – from the 
announcement to Zachariah 
about the birth of John in the 
fi rst week, to the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the last 
week of Kiakh. 
Last week, the gospel reading 
was about the angel Gabriel 
announcing the good news to St 
Mary about the birth of Christ, 
and in the gospel reading of 
today, we have the wonderful 
meeting between St Mary and 
Elizabeth. 
In this story, we have the 
meeting of the 2 mothers, and 
also the 2 unborn sons. It is also 
very signifi cant because it is 
the meeting between the 2 fi nal 
salvation fi gures – St Mary who 
was to give birth to the Saviour 
of the world, and Elizabeth – 
who was to give birth to the 
forerunner of the Saviour.

1. THE BABY JOHN LEAPS IN 
HIS MOTHER’S WOMB WITH 
JOY…
- When St Mary heard the 
news about Elizabeth, she left 
her home in order to serve her. 
But her visit to Elizabeth also 
had another purpose, and that 
was, so the divine Child in her 
womb can bless and sanctify 
the child in Elizabeth’s womb, 
and make him His forerunner.
- For as the Lord said: 
“Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you, and before 
you came forth from the womb, I 
sanctifi ed you.” (Jer 1:5).
- In verse 41 we read that 
John leapt in his mother’s womb 
with joy. And this action is a 
miraculous sign of faith. Even 
though he is still in the womb, 
St John is acknowledging the 
coming of Christ, and through 
his action of joy, he prophecies 
as the forerunner of the saviour.
- We can think of St John’s 
reaction to the presence of 
Christ, who was still in St Mary’s 
womb, as the beginning of his 
ministry work as the forerunner 
of Jesus.
- And so, at the moment 
when John leaped for joy at 
the coming of Christ, the Lord 
made him a prophet for the fi rst 
time.  He also leaped for joy, in 

order to make an announcement 
about his future preaching about 
salvation.
- Although St John was 
not yet born, his movement 
prophesized for the fi rst time 
about the coming of Christ, 
and he confesses Christ with 
movements of joy. And so, 
before his eyes could see what 
the world looks like, St John’s 
spirit recognised the Lord of the 
whole world. 

2. ELIZABETH’S PROPHETIC 
RESPONSE

- We read about Elizabeth 
in Luke 1:6, that she was 
“righteous before God, walking 
in all the commandments of the 
Lord, blameless.” 
- After the Lord sanctifi ed 
her son, then Elizabeth was fi lled 
with the Holy Spirit, and made a 
prophecy concerning the Lord.
- Elizabeth was the fi rst 
woman to confess the incarnated 
Jesus, by calling St Mary “The 
mother of my Lord”. Elizabeth 
also calls St Mary blessed for 
believing what God said to her 
(v45), and she expresses how 
unworthy she is to have the 
mother of God visit her.
- The attitude of Elizabeth 
and St John gives us an example 
of how there is always joy among 
believers, when they share the 
good news about Jesus, and 
who is worthy to receive and 
hear such blessing and honour?

3. “BLESSED IS THE FRUIT OF 
YOUR WOMB!” (verse 42)

- Although Christ was 
the fruit of St Mary’s womb 
physically, the Lord is also the 
fruit of everyone who is faithful 
to Him.
- Because St Mary believed 
the message of the Lord, she 
obtained the fruit of faith. As St 
Augustine said: “Before Mary 
conceived Christ in the womb, 
she conceived Him in her heart 
through faith.” 
- And so, blessed also 
are you who have heard and 
believed. For a soul that believes 
is a soul that has both conceived 
and bears the Word of God in 
his heart, and declares his good 
works.

- So let the soul of St Mary 
be in each one of you, so that it 
magnifi es (meaning glorifi es) the 
Lord.  Let the spirit of St Mary be 
in each of you, so that it rejoices 
in God. 
- She is the one mother of 
Christ according to the fl esh, yet 
Christ is the fruit of all according 
to faith. Every soul can receive 
the Word of God, as long as it 
is undefi led and protected with 
purity with humility.

4. ST MARY’S SONG OF PRAISE 
(CALLED THE ‘MAGNIFICAT’)

St Ephraim the Syrian says: “The 
visit of Mary with Elizabeth is the 
coming together of the mothers 
of the two fi nal salvation fi gures, 
but the Magnifi cat provides the 
theological signifi cance of this 
meeting, as Mary proclaims her 
place in salvation history, and 
declares the new kingdom.”

- Her song is full of 
quotations from the Old 
Testament. And this shows that 
St Mary knew God through the 
holy books. She had a deep 
reverence and love for God in her 
heart, because she knew what 
He had done for her people in 
the past, and she was confi dent 
of His promise.
- Her heart was saturated 
with the Word of God. Her 
love for God was not based 
on emotion, but it was based 
on a solid knowledge and 
experience about His mercy, His 
faithfulness to her ancestors, 
and His faithfulness concerning 
His promise to Abraham.
- St Mary’s prophetic song 
of praise is a declaration of her 
faith and submission to God’s 
will, and she rejoices in the 
honour of serving God.   Her 
song is a song of worship for her 
Son, because her spirit rejoiced 
in Him as her Saviour.
- This Saviour is the Seed 
of Abraham, who is now in St 
Mary’s womb. He is the fulfi lment 
of the covenant God promised, 
and through Him, God will give 
birth to the church – which is 
Abraham’s eternal seed.
St Mary’s song was…
- a song of joy
- a song of scriptures and 
prophecy

- a song of the past – as it 
was similar to Hanna’s song (1 
Samuel 2)
- a song that is relevant at 
all times – since God is the same 
yesterday, today and tomorrow
- a song for eternity – 
because God’s Word is eternal
Her song declares:

- God is holy: “Holy is His 
name” (v49)
- God is merciful (v50). 
Through Jesus, God extended 
his mercy to us in the act of 
salvation, his son’s death on the 
cross
- God is powerful (v51-52). 
In Jesus, the proud and mighty 
are put down, while those who 
are looked down on in the world, 
like the poor and humble, are 
exalted.

- God is good (v53). All 
of His teachings show His 
goodness and love, and that 
God is kind even to the evil and 
unthankful person.
- God is faithful (v55).  God 
is always faithful to His word and 
to His chosen people. In Jesus, 
God sent the redeemer He had 
promised to Abraham and to 
the church, which is Abraham’s 
seed.
- The fruit of St Mary’s 
womb was our beloved Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the Saviour 
of the world. And He gives us 
salvation in the following ways: 
He…
• Substituted his sinless 
life for our sinful one (2 Cor 5:21)
• Assures us of eternal life 
(John 10 :28-29)
• Vanquishes (meaning 
destroys) Satan’s control on our 
lives (2 Timothy 2:26)
• Initiates (meaning 
welcomes) us into the family of 
God (Galatians 4:4-6)
• Overthrows the power of 
sin (Romans 6:1-10)
• Reconciles us to God (2 
Cor 5:19)
Glory be to God.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox 
Diocese of Sydney & Affi  liated 
Regions
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D i o c e s e  N e w s
immigratioN miNister visits st mark’s coptic church

The Hon Minister Mr Scott 
Morrison, Minister for immigration 
& Border Protection visited 
St Marks Coptic church on 7 
December 2014 accompanied 
by Mr David Coleman (Federal 
Member of Parliament for the 
seat of Banks).
His Grace Bishop Daniel was 
praying the mass and welcomed 
both the Minister and Mr 
Coleman. 
Mr John Nour welcomed the 
visitors upon arrival and had 

presented a speech that gave 
an overview of the situation & 
threats in the Middle East and 
the situation with the Coptic 
community. Mr Nour said “’ 
today we are faced with many 
unexpected challenges to the 
Christians in the Middle East and 
we need to work together against 
those threats & need to support 
those in need of help”’
Minister Morrison thanked HG 
Bishop Daniel, the Coptic priests 
and the Congregation for inviting 

him to attend the mass. He said 
“this is my third visit to St Mark’s 
church, that I enjoy visiting and 
taking the blessings of the Coptic 
mass”.
The minister spoke about the 
help and support his government 
are willing to offer the Coptic 
community and those under the 
humanitarian programme.
Mr Morison said “’ we need to 
pray for those in Syria and Iraq 
who are suffering and homeless”  
he said “ I’m very happy to assist 

those who are in need and 
suffered prosecution and have 
a genuine case”. He thanked 
the congregation and the Coptic 
community for their support 
to him and his government 
and promised to visit St Marks 
Church again during 2015.
HG Bishop Daniel and the 
Blessed fathers of St Marks had 
a lunch after the mass finished in 
the church hall to thank the Hon 
Minister and other guests  who 
attended the mass .

In these days before Christmas, 
a delegation from the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference and 
the Conference of Bishops and 
Representatives of the Middle 
Eastern Apostolic Churches 
in Australia and New Zealand, 
comprised of seven Bishops, 
has returned from a pastoral visit 
to refugees in Lebanon (Beirut) 
and internally displaced people 
in Northern Erbil, Kurdistan, 
from Monday 15 until Friday 19 
December 2014.
The aim of this mission was 
to stand in solidarity and 
encouragement in faith with the 
thousands of besieged Christians 
and other ethnic minorities in 
these embattled regions of cradle 
Christian origin. 
For example, since June 2014, 

more than 125,000 Christians 
from Mosul and the Plain of 
Nineveh in Northern Iraq have fled 
the atrocities brutally imposed on 
them by I.S militants. They were 
given the impossible choices to 
leave, pay a huge levy, convert to 
Islam or face death.
This has led to an unprecedented 
mass exodus of Christians from 
their ancient home lands in 
recent times. In attempting to 
escape death, their Churches, 
ancient monasteries and homes 
have been destroyed or looted 
by the militants. They could take 
nothing with them. There is doubt 
that they can return.
The Australian delegation has 
encountered these victims 
and others of terrorism, 
ethnic cleansing, and forced 

displacement in the refugee 
camps of Beirut and of the 
Kurdistan region of Iraq. 
Their visits were universally 
welcomed by a traumatised 
people, many of whom feel 
abandoned by the Western 
World and especially Western 
Churches.
In the visiting of these settlements, 
the Australian Bishops delegation 
listened to their testimonies of 
fear and terror, prayed with them 
and offered Christmas gifts and 
humanitarian assistance.
As an ongoing practical gesture of 
solidarity, the Australian Bishops 
will assist up to 1,000 refugee 
and displaced families with their 
most urgent needs from this 
Christmas to Easter 2015. The 
local bishops and priests from 

the region and Caritas Lebanon 
will assist in the distribution of 
this financial assistance. The 
Australian Bishops delegation 
has called on all Australians 
during the Christmas and New 
Year celebrations to keep this 
situation for displaced Christians 
in the Middle East in their 
thoughts, prayers and generosity. 
After all, it was from this area of the 
world that 2,000 years ago Jesus 
Christ was born as the hope and 
joy of all of us. And today, we turn 
to Him, as the constant source of 
consolation and happiness to all 
people, especially the poor and 
the marginalised, especially in 
the Middle East.
For all media enquiries, please 
contact the Maronite Eparchy of 
Australia on 02 8831 0000.

Bishops’ DeLegatioN returNs From pastoraL visit to 
reFugees iN LeBaNoN (Beirut) aND iNterNaLLY DispLaceD 

peopLe iN NortherN iraQ (erBiL, kurDistaN)
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On Tuesday 2nd of December, 
2014,  I had the blessing of 
receiving our beloved HG Bishop 
Boulos, General Bishop in Africa 
and the Bishop for Mission 
Aff airs, at Sydney international 
airport with the Reverend 

Fathers, Fr. Augustinos Nada 
and Fr. Mark Basily and a group 
of our youth. 
A warm welcome to HG for 
blessing us with his visit. We wish 
him a blessed and comfortable 
stay in Sydney.

visit oF hg Bishop pouLos to 
the Diocese oF sYDNeY

the ocg Breaks BreaD with the 
reLigious sector

The Offi  ce of the Children’s 
Guardian’s Child Safe team 
recently delivered a free child 
safe organisation’s workshop to 
members of the NSW Ecumenical 
Council of Churches and some 
smaller eastern churches.
The tailored training helps 
organisations to understand 
the importance of child safe 
principles and how to create a 
child safe culture. The workshop 
also covered complaints 
management techniques, 
situational prevention and 

eff ective risk management.
The religious sector’s obligations 
under the WWCC phase-in 
schedule is also a strong focus 
at these sessions as religious 
leaders including ministers, 
priests, rabbis, muftis, other 
religious leaders or spiritual 
offi  cers must have obtained their 
WWC or APP number by the 
31 March 2014. Other religious 
services positions involved in 
youth groups and youth camps 
to name a few must apply for a 
WWCC by the 31 March 2015.

From Left to right, Mr Anastasios Kalogerakis from the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of  Australia, Father Shenouda 
Mansour from the NSW Ecumenical Council, Ms Wies Schuiringa from the NSW Ecumenical Council and Quakers 
Religious Society of  Friends, Ms Anita Verghese from the Indian Orthodox Church, Ms Myriam Bahari from the 
Children’s Guardian’s Community Engagement team, Reverend Gloria Ling  from the Chinese Methodist Church and 
Father Yousef  Fanous from the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of  Sydney.

Nsw ecumeNicaL couNciL

On Tuesday 9 December, 
2014, the head of Churches of 
Australia members gathered for 
a meeting at the Lutheran Church 
Head Offi  ce. The purpose of the 
meeting was the focus on the 
struggle as Christian members, 
the need of standing together in 
unity and solidarity against the 
genocide and the evacuation of 
Christians in the Middle East. 
Members of Head of Churches 

attended are as follow: 
1-  Bishop Nigerian, Bishop of 
Armenia in Australia and New 
Zealand. 
2-  Bishop Ziah, Bishop of 
Australia & New Zealand and 
Lebanon, for the Assyrian 
Church.
3-  Bishop Daniel, Bishop of 
Sydney Diocese and Affi  liated 
its Regions. Also one of the 
delegates from the Oriental 

Orthodox Family. 
4-  Bishop Maleky, Archbishop 
of Syrian Orthodox in Australia 
and New Zealand.
5-  Bishop Mark, Bishop of the 
Lutheran Church. 
6-  V.Rev. Shenouda Mansour, 
General Secretary of the NSW 
Ecumenical Council. 
7-  Bishop Robert, Bishop of 
NSW Dioceses of the Anglican 
Church. 

8-  Rev Myung, president of 
Uniting church in Australia.
9-  Bisho Renga, Bishop of the 
Maronite Church in Australia. 
10- Archbishop Dimitry, 
Archbishop of the Greek 
Orthodox Church in Australia. 
11- Salvation Army - Uniting 
Church. 
12- Rev. John, Uniting Church - 
President of NSW Ecumenical 
Work
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We, the National Council of 
Churches in Australia (NCCA) 
and NSW Ecumenical Council 
(NSWEC) are deeply saddened 
by the trauma, suff ering and 
loss of life resulting from the 
Martin Place siege of December 
15-16, 2014, in Sydney. 
Our prayers are with the families of 
those whose loved ones have been 
killed, injured and/or traumatised. 
May this be a time when the 
Australian community, people 
of all faiths, unite around our 
common care for all life. 
We trust that the acts of one 
individual will not lead to 
discrimination against Australian 
Muslims. 
We are committed to the paths of 
peace. May the bonds of acceptance, 
mutual respect and harmony in 
our community, across all faiths 
and none, be strengthened as we 
pull together and realise afresh 
the value of human life. Australia 
celebrates the great diversity of 
ethnic communities and religious 
freedom. It celebrates democracy 
and freedom. Each one of us can 
live out those values in all we do.

We especially express our 
friendship and solidarity with 
all Muslims who are part of the 
Australian community. We know 
that you, with the rest of the 
Australian community, abhor acts 
of violence in the name of religion 
and that most Australian Muslims 
strive for peace and harmony with 
all others.
Let this sad event unite us in the 
conviction that life is precious and 
we can do much together, across 
all faiths, to bring abundant life to 
all. 
At this time we welcome statements 
condemning violence and we 
welcome statements of support 
for the Australian people and 
governments. We welcome every 
effort that members of Muslim 
communities continue to make as 
integral members of Australian 
society. We wish to support all 
people striving to live in peace. 
 
Kind Regards
 

FrShenouda 
Mansour

MARTIN PLACE SEIGE – A STATEMENT FOR PEACE

MEDIA RELEASE 
17 December 2014 
 
On Behalf of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Sydney Diocese; its churches, 
institutions, priests and members young and old, we are deeply moved and 
saddened by the events that progressed from the 15th to the 16th of December 
2014 in Martin Place, Sydney.  
 
We extend our most heartfelt condolences to the families of the victims Katrina 
Dawson and Tori Johnson, our prayers with them and with all others 
traumatised by this evil act of barbarism. 
 
Our people also have been victims of terrorism in years past in our lands of 
origin and it’s with grave concern that we witness that this arm of evil, has 
reached into this great country of ours. However, our confidence in the 
intelligence and professionalism of our security forces is great. 
 
We commend the police force for the courageous and selfless act of heroism in 
defending innocent people from the acts of the misguided and hateful individual 
who held the siege. 
 
It’s with a heavy heart that we wish all a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New 
Year, for it is the message of Christmas that empowers mankind, that God who 
loves us without distinguishing race, culture or gender has visited this earth in 
the flesh, with one prominent message that He loves us and seeks that we love 
one another as He loves us (John 13:34). 
 
We pray for peace, for love for unity for all of us as Australians.   
 
  

1Peter 3:14  But even if you should suffer for righteousness' 
sake, you are blessed. "AND DO NOT BE AFRAID OF 

THEIR THREATS, NOR BE TROUBLED." 
 
 
Bishop Daniel 
Bishop of the Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions 
Email: sydneycopticdiocesemedia@gmail.com 
Tel:  (02) 9829 1600 
Fax:  (02) 9829 3000 

Statement from the Diocese of Sydney 

Security Representatives Committee

Wednesday 17, December 2014

“He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His  
wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield 

and buckler.

You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, Nor of the arrow that 
fl ies by day.” Psalms 91:4-5

We pray and ask God to keep us all safe in the palm of His Hands.

With the recent event, The Diocese of Sydney & Affi liated Regions has 
been in constant contact with the NSWPF and counter terrorism.

We would like to assure everyone, upon the advice from NSW Police 
Force, that the Lin dt Café incident is an isolated incident and that the 
Coptic Orthodox Community has no increase threats and there’s no 
need to be alarmed.

Please ensure that we go on about our daily life as usual and being 
vigilant... If there is any immediate danger or concern, please call 000, 
and if you have any information that might help the Police, please call 
the National Security Hotline on 1800 1234 00 or Crime Stoppers on 
1800 333 000.

Non urgent enquiries can be emailed to security@coptic.org.au

Please Keep Australia and everyone in your prayers.

Diocese of Sydney 

Security Representatives Committee
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hg Bishop BouLos atteNDs st pauL’s missioN aNNuaL christmas partY

“Do not forget to entertain strangers, 
for by so doing some have unwittingly 
entertained angels.” Hebrews 13:2
By Andrew Hanna
It was approximately 15 years 
ago that His Grace Bishop 
Boulos (Paul) had a vision about 
starting St Paul’s Mission and 
so inspired Mr. Richard Hanna 
who went on to establish this 
service. It was in the year 2000, 
that Richard established this 
service and named it St Paul’s 
Mission; being named after HG 
Bishop Boulos (Paul)!  From very 
humble beginnings the service 
has now fl ourished and serves 
over 160 homeless people on a 
weekly basis in the CBD. In fact 
every Wednesday night St Paul’s 
Mission serves the homeless 
across 5 diff erent locations in 
Sydney’s CBD: Wynyard Park, 
Woolloomooloo, Martin Place, 
‘Wood Chips’ and Ward Park.
On Wednesday the 10th of 

December 2014, however, St 
Paul’s Mission did not go and 
serve in the CBD, but rather 
it brought our brothers and 
Sisters in Christ to St Mary’s 
and St Mina’s Coptic Orthodox 
Cathedral Bexley to serve them 
there! As Christmas is a very 
special time, St Paul’s mission 
holds an annual Christmas 
function for Sydney’s homeless 
by hosting a wonderful Christmas 
party. This event was attended 
by HG Bishop Boulos, Fr Yousef, 
Fr Augustinos alongside the 
youth servants. 
 
The evening commenced 
as buses came in fi lled with 
multitudes of homeless people 
from diff erent areas of the CBD 
being warmly welcomed by an 
entourage of volunteers who 
were ready to be their hosts 
for this special night. While 
our guests were enjoying the 
wonderfully prepared dinner, 

they were kept entertained by 
short video presentations and 
also the youth conversing and 
keeping them company. Our 
guests were also uplifted by the 
singing sensations of some of 
the talented youth who engaged 
the homeless with an amazing 
and interactive performance, 
which our guests and servants 
participated enthusiastically in 
singing along to.
During the course of the evening, 
the atmosphere was livened up 
by His Grace Bishop Boulos, 
who treated each and every one 
of our homeless brothers and 
sisters, and the servants with 
great fatherly love. HG Bishop 
Boulos, gave the homeless 
a wonderful talk about the 
signifi cance of Christmas and 
managed to touch their hearts. 
The night then concluded with 
a group photo and each person 
received a nicely prepared 
Christmas show bag; fi lled 

with a handful of useful gits to 
remind them of this wonderful 
event. Also, after the event, HG 
Bishop Boulos stayed back with 
the servants and gave them an 
inspiring talk. 

The homeless were really 
appreciative of all the eff orts of 
the volunteers who hosted the 
Christmas Party, along with the 
talk given by HG Bishop Boulos, 
and also the eff orts of Father 
Yousef and Father Augustinos 
who also attended the function, 
and Richard Hanna the director 
of St Paul’s Mission - you all 
helped make this Christmas 
Party a wonderful and successful 
night! We strongly encourage 
the youth of Sydney to attend 
St Paul’s Mission, we meet at 
7:00pm every Wednesday night 
at St Mary’s and St Mina’s 
Cathedral Bexley. Thank you to 
each and everyone who helped! 
Merry Christmas! 
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Tonight the eve of the 24th of 
Hatour 1731 A.M. (3rd December 
2014) I celebrated the Raising of 
Evening Incense in the Church of 
Saint Mary and Saint Merkorious 
(Abu Sefein), Rhodes to celebrate 
their Patronal feast day - The 
feast of the Martyrdom of the 
trophy-bearer and gloriously 
victorious martyr St. Philopateer 

Merkorious. I also 
gave a spiritual 
sermon on the life of 
this great saint. May 
the Lord keep us 
through the prayers 
of Saint Philopateer 
Merkorious. Happy 
Feast

Servants Retreat
Theme - DISCIPLESHIP
In the name of the Father, the 
Son & the Holy Spirit, One God 
Amen. 
Through the Prayers and 
Guidance of HH Pope Tawadros 
II and his partner in the Apostolic 
ministry HG Bishop Daniel, 
the Servants of the South 
Western Churches gathered on 
the blessed 27th Hatour 1730 
AM, Saturday 6th December 
2014, for a day retreat titled: 
DISCIPLESHIP
The event took place at St Joseph 
Retreat Centre, Baulkham Hills 
in a serene and quite place, 
perfect for contemplation and to 
get together and have a fruitful 
time.
The day began with the Holy 
Liturgy, celebrated by HG 
Bishop Daniel, the Clergy as 
well as Deacons and Servants 
of the South-West Cluster which 
includes the following churches: 
• St Abraam Church, 
Macquarie Fields
• St Antonious &  St Paul 
Church, Guildford

• St Barbara & Abu 
Nofer the Hermit Church, 
Campbelltown
• St Demiana & St 
Athanasious Church, 
Punchbowl
• St George and Prince 
Tadros Church, Liverpool
His Grace, in his humility, 
allowed the church fathers to 
each give a timed contemplation 
on the Gospel of the day, Fr 
Suriel taught us the Love and 
humility of HH Pope Shenouda 
III regarding Christ didn’t come 
to be served but to Serve and 
Fr Joseph taught us about St 
James and his self-sacrifi ce to 
the Lord, (the Sinixairium of the 
day)

After the Holy Liturgy, there was 
a fantastic Agape meal, full of 
wonderful scrumptious food 
prepared by the servants, for 
the servants. This was the fi rst 
lesson of the day on how to be 
a Disciple and the servants did 
a pretty good job, judging from 
how happy everyone was after 
the meal and how many recipes 
were exchanged!
We then all gathered in the 
conference hall after everyone 
was registered and were led 
in some singing of praises 
to the Lord reminding us of 
the message of the day – 
DISCIPLESHIP.
It was then time to get to know 
each other a little better by 
playing an ice breaker game 
and the aim was simple – fi nd 
someone you don’t know and 
get to know them; the most 
successful needed to have 
gathered interesting facts about 
5 people. 
After we all got to know each 
other, or fi nd lost family members 

through the game, we sat 
down to begin the proceedings 
for the day. It started with a 
presentation titled: A Look into 
Discipleship which featured 
quotes from the Holy Bible, clips 
of HH Pope Shenouda and Fr 
Mauritious El Anba Bishoy. It 
was presented in an amazing, 
engaging manner that had the 
whole group touched and proud 
of such talent.
Afterwards, HG Bishop Daniel 
delivered the fi rst talk regarding 
diff erent aspects attributed to 
Discipleship. HG covered 8 
areas and characteristics which 
successful and blessed servants 
need to accept and practice 
regularly.

• The defi nition of 
Discipleship in its original sense
• Submission of oneself to 
God and to surrender to His will
• Spreading the Doctrine of 
our Lord Jesus Christ
• Being disciples to our 
Fathers of confession, Christian 
Leaders and Church fathers. No 
matter what rank or position one 
holds.
• Having faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 
• Accepting everyone and 
trying to bring them to Christ
• Enduring and sharing in 
the suff erings of others
His Grace went on further 
to explain what the aim of 
Discipleship should be and 
that is the Kingdom of God, 
as stated in Luke 9:1-2 “Then 
He called His twelve disciples 
together and gave them power 
and authority over all demons, 
and to cure diseases. He sent 
them to preach the kingdom of 
God and to heal the sick”. 

Then examples of good disciples 
were given and compared to less 
desirable personalities. Joshua, 
St Athanasius, St Maximus and 
St Domadious, St Theodor, St 
Wissa, St Habib Girguis the 
Archdeacon, St Michael El 
Behery & St Paul the Simple, 
among many others. On the 
other hand some bad disciples 
mentioned: Gehazi (Discple 
of Elisha), Judas Iscariot, 
Diotrephes (Disciple of St John 
the Beloved).
Our Lord called twelve Disciples 
and taught them everything 
and gave them power and so 
in return, as Christians we are 
all Disciples to God Almighty. 
To quote HG, “The cycle of 
discipleship must continue from 
generation to generation” and in 
return God will always be there 
for us, to aide us and to allow us 
to abide in Him and Him in us. 
The day then continued with 
workshops led by our beloved 
Fathers.
It was a wonderful opportunity 
to exchange ideas and report 
back to the whole group. 
Those servants with children 
were encouraged to use the 
Childcare facility that was on 
off er. The kids also experienced 
the theme of discipleship. The 
ladies that entertained and 
played with the children caused 
the kids not wanting the day to 
fi nish.
The day concluded with a wrap 
up, cake cutting and a lot of 
photography
We also celebrated HG success 
in being awarded a Doctorate 
in the Studies of “The Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Sudan” 
Until next time, we hope to see 
you all there.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SERVANTS CONFERENCE

St. Anba Abram .................................. Fadi Awad: 0425 251 750 
St. George & Prince Tadros................ Mina Morgan: 0402 882 778 
Anba Nofier & St. Barbara ................. Michael Soliman: 0405 807 157 
St. Demiana & St. Athanasious .......... Dr. George Rafla: 0423 031 984 
St. Anthony & St. Paul ........................  Cecile Nicola: 0400 244 244 

ST JOSEPH CENTRE, 64 MacKillop Dr. BAULKHAM HILLS

 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart,  and you will find rest for your souls. Matt 11:29

SAT 6
DECEMBER

DiscipLeship DaY retreat

aBuseFeiN's Feast
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HG Bishop Daniel of the 
Diocese of Sydney prayed 
the Holy Liturgy together with 
HG Bishop Anba Daniel of St 

Shenouda Monastery in St Mary 
& Archangel Michael Church in 
St Shenouda Monastery – Putty. 

The Five Newly ordained Priests 
for the Diocese of Sydney 
attended and prayed with their 
Graces together with a big 

number of Deacons.  It was very 
blessed and day.

hoLY LiturgY with the Five NewLeY orDaiNeD priests

hg at st aBaNouB church
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Day Date AM Service PM Service

Friday 09/01/2015
6:00PM

7:30PM

Arrival – Singapore Airlines- by SQ241 arriving at 
18:00

Thanksgiving Prayer 
At Mary & St Mina Cathedral - BEXLEY

Saturday 10/01/2015 7:30 Vespers St Mary, St Bakhomious & St Shenouda 
Church KIRAWEE

Sunday 11/01/2015 9:00 Holy Liturgy St Antonious & St 
Paul Church - GUILDFORD 7:30 Youth Meeting St Mary & St Abou Sefein Church - 

RHODES

Monday 12/01/2015
6:00 – 7:30pm

7:30 – 9:00pm

Priests’ Meeting St Mark’s Church – ARNCLIFFE

Meeting with all Diocese Servants St Mark’s Church 
– ARNCLIFFE

Tuesday 13/01/2015 9:00 St Shenouda Monastery – 
PUTTY St Shenouda Monastery – PUTTY

Wednesday 14/01/2015 9:00
Holy Liturgy 

St George Church - 
KENSINGTON

7:30 Youth Meeting
The Apostles & St Abanoub Church - BLACKTOWN

Thursday 15/01/2015 11:00 Private Appointments 7:30 Vespers St Demiana & St Athansious Church - 
PUNCHBOWL

Friday 16/01/2015 9:00
Holy Liturgy

St Abraam & Fr Mikhail El 
Beheiry Church - PEAKHURST

7:30 Youth Meeting St May & St Mina Cathedral – BEXLEY

Saturday 17/01/2015
Holy Liturgy 

Anba Abraam Church – LONG 
POINT

7:30 Vespers Archangel Michael & St Bishoy Church – Mt 
Druitt

Sunday 18/01/205 Holy Liturgy 
St Mark’s Church - ARNCLIFFE Departure to Melbourne

his grace Bishop moussa
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ذكري الصدیق تدوم إلي األبد. ذكري االربعین للمتنیح 
أالب الفاضل /  حبشي سیدین       

زوج السیدة تریزة ووالد كل من ثروت وسلوي ویسري وجد كل من كاترین وماثیو وكرستین  وولدھم أندرو. 
وقد أقامة االسرة قداس ذكري األربعین علي روحھ الطاھرة یوم ۳ دیسمبر ۲۰۱٤ أثناء القداس اآللھي بكنیسة السیدة العذراء والشھید 

أبو سیفین برودس سیدني. ھنیئاً لك الفردوس مع السید المسیح والقدیسین والمالئكة والشھداء.

In loving memory of our beloved husband, father, grandfather and great grandfather.

 Habashi Seden 
13/11/1932 - 24/11/2014 May the Lord repose his soul in the paradise of joy. 40 day Commemoration - 3/1/15 : 9am 

Abu Sefein Rhodes 

"I am the resurrection 
and the life. He who 

believes in Me, though 
he may die, he shall 

live. And whoever lives 
and believes in Me shall 

never die"
 John 11: 25-26

Mrs Therese Seden
Mr Sarwat and Mr Yosry 

Seden
Mr Andrew and Mrs Salwa 

Masterson
Matthew and Kristen

Mr Marcleno and Mrs Katherine 
Shenoda

Anastasia and Genevieve

On the 5th of December 2014 
Ashraf Mina was Awarded 
The Degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy at the University of 
Sydney Department: Medicine, 
Thesis title: Improving and 
Implementing Diagnostic Tools 
in Pathology with a Focus on 
Haemostasis and Association 

with Select Endocrine Disorders
 
His Family: Samantha Mina, 
Anthony Mina, Anna-Simone 
Mina, Georgia Mina  Mary Rizk 
and Anis Mina
Soheir and Kamel and David 
Graice 
We Congratulate Him on his 

success.. which is only through 
Gods Grace
Walking in Success
Psalm 1:1-3 “Blessed is the man 
who walks not in the counsel of 
the wicked, nor stands in the 
way of sinners, nor sits in the 
seat of scoff ers; but his delight 
is in the law of the Lord, and on 

his law he meditates day and 
night. He is like a tree planted 
by streams of water that yields 
its fruit in its season, and its leaf 
does not wither. In all that he 
does, he prospers.”
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suNDaY schooL serveNts 
retreat
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"I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day..." 
2Tim 4:7-8' 

 
Dr. Magda Moufied Farag and her family, Dr. Adel Zaki, Phelopatir 
and Dr. Christina Anthony, sadly announce the departure of their 
beloved,  

Dr. Magdy Moufied Farag 
who passed away in Cairo on 20/12/2014. The departed is also the 
brother of Dr. Mona Moufied, wife of Dr. Hazem, Maha Moufied, 
wife of engineer Habib, Marcel Moufied, and Mervette Moufied, wife 
of Medhat Riad. He is the nephew of Dr. Janet Khair Farag in the 
U.S., and cousin of Dr. Ashraf and Dr. Amgad William in London. 

He is the uncle of Fady and Dr. Hady Habib and Caroline and Dr. Christine Hazem in Cairo.  
May the Lord God repose his soul in the heavenly Paradise 
 

الدكتورة   /   ماجدة   مفید   فرج   وأفراد   العائلة،   دكتور   /   عادل   زكي   ،   دكتورة   كرستینا   أن�وني   وفلوباتیر   أن�وني   ینعون   ببال��   ال���زن   
 واألسي   

  الدكتور   /   مجدي   مفید   فرج                                    
 بالقاھرة.      ٢٠١٤دیسمبر      ٢٠الذي   رقد   علي   رجاء   القیامة   یوم   

والفقید شقیق الدكتورة/ مني مفید فرج زوجة الدكتور/ حازم. ومھا زوجة المھندس/ حبیب، ومارسیل، ومرفت زوج�ة االس�ت�ا�/ 
مدحت ریاض بالقاھرة. وأبن أخو الدكتورة/ جانیت فرج بأمریكا، وابن عم الدكتور/ أشر� ولیم والدكتور/ امجد ولیم بأنجل�ت�را ، 

 وخال   كل   من   الدكتور   /   ھادي   حبیب   وفادي   حبیب   والدكتورة   كرستین   حازم   وكارولین   حازم   بالقاھرة.   
 الرب   قادر   أن   ینیح   نفسھ   البارة   في   فردوس   النعیم.   

 واالسرة   تشكر   جمیع   المعزین   ال   آراھم   هللا   مكروھا   في   عزیز   لدیھم.   

ST. EPHRAIM THE 
SYRIAN ON THE 

NATIVITY
Pure is the present night, in 
which the Pure One appeared, 
Who came to purify us! Let our 
hearing be pure, and the sight of 
our eyes chaste, and the feeling 
of the heart holy, and the speech 
of the mouth sincere!

The present night is the night of 
reconciliation; therefore, let no 
one be wroth against his brother 
and off end him!

This night gave peace to the 
whole world, and so, let no one 
threaten. This is the night of the 
Most Meek One; let no one be 
cruel!

This is the night of the Humble 
One; let no one be proud!

Now is the day of joy; let us 
not take revenge for off ences! 
Now is the day of good will; let 
us not be harsh. On this day of 

tranquility, let us not become 
agitated by anger!

Today God came unto sinners; 
let not the righteous exalt himself 
over sinners!

Today the Most Rich One 
became poor for our sake; let 
the rich man invite the poor to 
his table!

Today we received a gift which 
we did not ask for; let us bestow 
alms to those who cry out to us 
and beg!

The present day has opened the 
door of heaven to our prayers; 
let us also open our door to 
those who ask of us forgiveness!

Today the Godhead placed upon 
Himself the seal of humanity, 
and humanity has been adorned 
with the seal of the Godhead!
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