
editor@elmanara.org.auPublished by the Diocese of Sydney & its Affi  liated Regions

AN INITIATIVE OF THE MEDIA COMMITTEE - DIOCESE OF SYDNEY & AFFILIATED REGIONS

COPTS’ NEWS
“I have been crucifi ed with Christ. It is no longer I who lives but Christ lives in me.” (Galatians 2:20).

Find this issue online at www.elmanara.org.au
NEXT ISSUE: 

2nd August 2015

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS:
26th July 2015

E 28th Baounah 1731

5th July 2015

Volume 1, Issue 186

Volume 2, Issue 97

L-MANARA

EGYPT'S TOP PROSECUTOR KILLED IN EXPLOSION

Another happy day with the birth of the 
60th priest for Sydney Fr. Cyril

Egypt's top prosecutor was 
assassinated Monday morning, 
dying in an explosion near his 
home in Cairo, state-run media 

reported.

The blast targeted the convoy 
of Prosecutor General Hisham 

Barakat and destroyed several 
cars in the eastern neighborhood 
of Heliopolis. Six other people 
were reported injured.

Initial media reports had called 
Barakat's injuries grave, but 
Health Ministry spokesman 

Read on page 7
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lands oF immiGRation seminaR 
maY 2015

The Seminar for the English 
speaking lands of immigration 
was held in St Paul’s retreat 
center in the Red Sea between 
the dates of Wednesday the 
20th to Saturday the 23rd of 
May 2015. Under the auspices 
of His Holiness Pope Tawadros 
II, blessed by his Guidance 
and attendance. As well as the 
attendance of 20 of our fathers 
the bishops and 65 of our 
fathers the priests and servants 
representing the following 
regions, US, Canada, Australia, 
UK, Brazil and Bolivia. The 
seminar aimed at constructing 
a future vision for the service in 
the Land of Immigration.

During the seminar, HH Pope 
Tawadros, as well as all the 
attendance celebrated the feast 
of the Assension. 

HH Pope Tawadros II opened the 
seminar with a lecture outlining 
the Past Experience, the Present 
reality and Future vision. 

The following topics and 
workshop were conduced 
during the seminar addressing 
the following:
1. The challenges of service 
in the Land of immigration:
a. Feasts' dates issue
b. General Medical 
Committee - To advise and help 
with cases sent from the Mother 
Church for treatment
c. Churches acclimating to 
the land of immigration

2. The service of Evangelism 
outside the United States
3. Theology schools, 
seminaries, Coptic schools, and 
Curricula
4. Churches: Buildings, 

Boards, Legal issues, Bylaws 
and needed Policies
5. Communicating our 
Message, Mission and Identity
6. Monasteries of the Land 
of Immigration ‐ Consecration
7. Relationship with the 
Mother Church ‐ connecting the 
youth and educating them about 
the Church of Alexandria
8. Relationships with 
diff erent denominations and 
the Society of the Land of 
Immigration
9. The service of Evangelism 
inside the United States
10. Priest of the Land of 
Immigration: Scope of service, 
essential qualities, factors 
facilitating and others hindering 
his service, clothes, etc.

The essential recommendations 
that were reached during the 
seminar are as follows:
1. The encouragement and 
distribution of the Al-Keraza 
Magazine, the offi  cial Coptic 
Orthodox Church of Alexandria 
news bulletin produced in Egypt.
2. The utilization of the 
Coptic World site and its various 
services, such as authentication 
of Coptic books, issue of Priest’s 
ID’s etc…
3. The decree of the use of 
the Liturgy translation produced 
by the Diocese’s of Loss Angeles 

and Sothern United states across 
all English speaking regions in 
the Land of Immigration.
4. Encouragement of local 
parishes, organizations and 
individuals to support fi nancially, 
morally and technically all offi  cial 
theological colleges in Egypt 
and aboard. 
5. Preparing Priest 
specifi cally for the service in the 
Land of Immigration.
6. Establishing Evangelism 
courses in churches
7. Establishing a media 
offi  ce in each region to issue 
offi  cial media releases. 
8. Establishing a board of 
Theological Colleagues in the 
Lands of Immigration.
9. These theological 
colleges to be accredited 
by international theological 
colleges. 
10. Establishing Bylaws 
and Policies for the operation 
of our churches in the land of 
immigration to ensure legal 
compliance. 
11. Establishing policy for 
operation of Boards of Churches.
12. Establishment of a 
universal Coptic Library.
13. Collecting and 
electronically indexing all Coptic 
manuscripts.
14. Publishing books in the 
format FAQ with their answers 

relating to the Coptic Orthodox 
faith and dogma in English.
15. All offi  cial publications, 
letterheads and signboards to 
contain the following offi  cial 
name of the church “Coptic 
Orthodox Church of Alexandria”.

HH Pope Tawadros II Highlighted 
the availability of a newly 
published syllabus on the Keraza 
website, every lesson has an 
attached servants resource.

It was decided to conduct the 
seminar for the English Speaking 
Land of Immigration regions 
every three years with the Grace 
of God.

HH Pope Tawadros II concluded 
the seminar with the following 
recommendation: “ The one 
thousand mile journey starts 
with one step and this seminar 
is the fi rst step, every attendee 
is responsible for all what was 
discussed and for its publication 
in his church and its surroundings 
“Therefore, to him who knows to 
do good and does not do it, to 
him it is sin.” James 4:17.

The Lord is able to utilize this 
seminar to the glory of his Holy 
name and the growth of His Holy 
Church.
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Gospel ReadinG: luke 6:27-38
Jesus teaches us to love ouR enemies

In the gospel reading of today, 
our beloved Lord is giving us a 
very important lesson about how 
we should love our enemies.

To love our friends is something 
human and is natural, but to 
love our enemies is something 
divine, and can only be done by 
Christians. 

No other religion in the world 
has this divine commandment, 
and no other people in the world 
can obey this commandment 
except Christians, because as 
Christians, we get our strength 
and our love from God, who IS 
love, and who teaches us to 
love, through His great example.

+++

In this gospel reading, the Lord 
gives us 3 virtues, which are 
important in the life of every 
Christian…

1. Love your enemies, and 
you will be sons of the Most 
High (v35)
2. Be merciful, just as your 
Father also is merciful (v36)
3. Give, and it will be given 
to you (v38)

1. LOVING OUR ENEMIES…

What our beloved Lord is 
teaching us here, He proved and 
taught us by His example. 

• When He was on the 
cross, He asked His Father 
to forgive those who were 
persecuting Him, and He even 
gave them an excuse, saying, 
“They don’t understand what 
they are doing.” 

• If only we can be the 

same as our Lord, and give an 
excuse for those who offend 
us by saying, “Lord, they don’t 
understand what they are 
doing.”

Also, St Stephen the first martyr, 
when he was being persecuted 
and stoned by the Jews, he 
did not ask for revenge, but he 
looked up towards heaven and 
prayed for them, asking the Lord 
not to hold this sin against them.
And so, it was appropriate that 
the first Christian martyr (who 
was an example for all those 
martyrs who followed him), was 
not only a preacher of the Lord’s 
suffering, but was also imitating 
His wonderful example of love 
and forgiveness.
We must be kind to those who 
hurt us. Not only should we love 
our enemies, but we should do 
good to them. We should be 
ready at any time to offer them 
a good service, and loving 
acts, without feelings of hatred 
or revenge. Do they curse us, 
speak badly of us, and wish us 
harm? Do they despitefully use 
us? Then let us bless them, and 
pray for them, and speak well of 
them as much as we can, as the 
Lord has instructed us in verse 
35: “love your enemies, and do 
them good”. 
 “But if you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those who 
love them. And if you do good to 
those who do good to you, what 
credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same”
The Lord Himself set for us a 
perfect example, for He is the 
perfection of love and good 
deeds. Through His wonderful 
example, He showed us how 
to love and do good to those 
who hate us. And so, in order 
to recommend to us this very 
difficult task, the Lord presents 
it as a very generous thing…
The Lord tells us that if we love 
and do good things to those who 
do good to us, then we achieve 
nothing, because we are simply 
returning their kindness, and 
this is normal. No effort is paid, 
and we have done nothing to 
glorify the name of Christ. Even 

sinners, who don’t know Christ, 
do the same.
“But love your enemies, do good, 
and lend, hoping for nothing in 
return; and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of 
the Most High”

2. BEING MERCIFUL…

The next virtue the Lord taught 
us about was compassion. 

• This divine virtue is very 
pleasing to God, because by 
being merciful, we are imitating 
our beloved Lord who said to us: 
“Be merciful as your heavenly 
father is merciful.”

The Lord is telling us to be 
merciful as God is merciful, even 
to the evil and the unthankful, 
and to be perfect as God is 
perfect. We must struggle hard 
for this perfection, and so the 
Lord will be happy with us and 
our struggle will be acceptable to 
Him. St Paul, in Colossians 3:14, 
describes charitable deeds as 
being “The bond of perfection.” 
These beautiful words and 
promises should encourage us 
to be merciful and charitable to 
others, even to those who hurt 
us, in the same way that God is 
merciful to others – even to us 
when we are evil and unthankful. 
But because of His love, He 
overlooks our faults and only 
sees us as being His beautiful 
children, as He calls us in the 
Song of Solomon: “Open for me 
My love, My dove, My perfect 
one”.

• The practice of mercy 
has 2 characteristics, which 
the Lord summarises for us in 
verse 37: “Forgive and you shall 
be forgiven; give, and it shall be 
given to you.” 

And these characteristics are 
connected with the 3rd virtue the 
Lord teaches us today, which is 
alms-giving…

3. ALMS-GIVING…

• There are 2 kinds of alms-
giving: giving and forgiving. And 
these 2 work like the 2 wings of 
prayer. 

• A bird cannot fly with one 
wing, just like you cannot have 
one virtue without the other. 
Giving and forgiving are the 2 
wings of prayer which ascends 
to God: forgive those who offend 
you, and give to those who are 
in need.

• Always keep the needy 
people in mind, and you will not 
lose what you give. 

• Trust God and He will 
repay you many-fold. Give 
generously to the poor, with a 
happy heart, and they will pray 
for you. “For with the same 
measure that you use, it will be 
measured back to you.” (v38)

• If we show charity and 
mercy to others, then God will 
give us the same, and so He 
says: “Give, and it will be given 
to you”. God, in His kindness and 
providence, will recompense it 
to you. They that sow plentifully 
shall reap plentifully. Those 
who God recompenses, He 
recompenses abundantly. 
• We must expect that we 
will be dealt with in the same 
way that we deal with others, 
and for this reason the Lord tells 
us: “For with the same measure 
that you use, it will be measured 
back to you”.  And the Lord will 
reward each one according to 
his deeds and works.

Let us trust in our Father who is in 
heaven, He loved us to the extent 
that,” He gave His only begotten 
son that whoever believe in 
Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life”(Jn.3:16). 

Glory be to Lord forever, Amen.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 
of Sydney & Affiliated Regions
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AstrONOMIcAL PHeNOMeNON WItNesseD ON tHe ALtAr Of ArcHANGeL MIcHAeL IN 
A HIstOrIc cHurcH IN AL sHArQIYA

Kafr Al Deir historic church in 
Al Sharqiya witnessed a major 
ceremonial celebration in which 
the astronomical phenomenon 
of the sun’s rays beaming 
perpendicular to the altar of 
Archangel Michael during 
his festival. In the past, this 
phenomenon was revealed by 
coincidence after being invisible 
for more than a thousand years 
for unknown reasons.

Sun rays shone perpendicular 
on the altar of Archangel 
Michael from 10:15 a.m. for a 
period of 60 minutes. The rays 
entered through a small pane in 
the dome above the altar during 
a liturgy attended by Copts from 
other Governorates, clergy and 
priests from various churches, 
as well as delegations from the 

Ministries of Antiquities, Culture 
and the Institute for Astronomical 
Research.

The ornate church received 
celebrants and screens were 

set up in the church’s entrance 
so visitors can observe the 
phenomenon. In addition, a 
committee of youth was formed 
to facilitate the visit for guests, 
set up a booth, organize parking 
and set up guiding signs at the 
entrance of the village and Minya 
Al Qamh for those traveling on 
the roads.

It is worth mentioning that 
the church experiences this 
phenomenon three times a 
year: the fi rst takes place when 
sun rays are perpendicular on 
the altar of Saint George on 
May 1, the second when rays 
are perpendicular on the altar 
of Archangel Michael and the 
third on August 23 during the 
Feast of the Holy Virgin. All three 
altars are in the same church 

in three chambers next to each 
other in a straight line.  This 
reveals the craftsmanship of 
Ancient Egyptians in Astronomy, 
as they were infatuated with 
the idea of having the sun 
perpendicular on the temples. 
They took advantage of their 
advancement in astronomy and 
mathematics to fi gure out those 
calculations with great ease. 
This science was then utilized to 
honor the holies as it happens 
in the temples of Karnak, Abu 
Simbel, Hatchebsut and Qarun 
Palace, etc. The architect who 
built the church was a scientist 
in astronomy and employed this 
science to have the sun rays 
perpendicular on their altars 
during the festival of each in a 
geometric way, although they 
are in the same place.

60th priest for Sydney Fr. Cyril
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Acu breAkfAst

ON kIssING tHe PrIest’s HAND
A few of our new inquirers have 
asked about the practice of 
kissing the priest’s hand. For 
people outside of the Orthodox 
Tradition (and even for some of 
the Faithful), this is one of those 
foreign, counter-cultural and 
awkward practices that can be 
difficult to grasp. The following 
article may shed some light on 
this ancient practice.
Why in the world do we kiss the 
hand of the Priest?

The real question is, “Why don’t 
we kiss more people’s hands?” 
Kissing the hand of the priest 
is not an exceptional thing, but 
rather is the remnant of what 
was once a perfectly normal 
custom: showing reverence to 
our elders by kissing their right 
hands. There are certainly many 
people alive today in Greece 
who remember that the kissing 
of the hand was the normal 
and expected way to show 
reverence not only to the clergy 

but to parents, grandparents, 
godparents, and others in 
authority over us or holding a 
revered position in our lives. The 
disappearance of this custom 
is part of the disintegration of 
traditional Christian society, 
which was based on hierarchy, 
humility, and respect. And 
based, of course, on love, which 
does not exist without respect.

When we kiss the hand of the 
bishop or priest, we are not 
showing respect to the person 
of the priest but to his sacred 
office. The priest as a man is a 
sinner, but the priest as priest 
represents Christ; he is an 
icon of Christ. Also, though his 
hand is unworthy, yet it touches 
the Most Holy Things – the 
Precious Body and Blood of the 
Lord. Furthermore, despite his 
unworthiness, in Holy Ordination 
he has received the Grace of 
God to impart spiritual gifts and 
blessings. Why would we deprive 

ourselves of the blessings of our 
Lord Himself, by not seeking the 
priest’s blessing?

So when would we ask for a 

blessing? We typically seek this 
blessing whenever we greet 
and bid farewell to our spiritual 
fathers. Also, we kiss their 

right hands when we receive 
the prayer of absolution at 
confession or at other prayers. 
We do not, however, kiss the 
priest’s hand when receiving 

Holy Communion, lest we risk an 
accident with the Holy Chalice.

HG Bishop Daniel and Mr John 
Nour from the Diocese public 
affair committee, attended a 

morning 
breakfast interfaith meeting, 
organised by the ACU at the 

Parliament House in Canberra  
23 June 

2015. HG Bishop Daniel offer a 
prayer for the peace of the world 
on the day.
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His Grace Bishop Angaelos is 
General Bishop of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church in the United 
Kingdom, the ancient Church of 
Egypt founded by Saint Mark the 
Apostle around 55AD, and the 
largest Christian denomination 
in the Middle East.
Bishop Angaelos was born 
in Egypt and emigrated to 
Australia during his childhood 
with his family. After obtaining 
his degree, he continued on 
to postgraduate studies in law 
while working in the same fi eld. 
In 1990 he returned to Egypt to 
the monastery of St Bishoy in 
Wadi-El-Natroun where he was 
consecrated a monk by the late 
Pope Shenouda III and served as 
his private secretary until 1995 
when he was delegated to serve 
a parish in the United Kingdom. 
With a pastoral ministry spanning 
two decades, His Grace travels 
extensively around the world to 
speak at youth conferences and 
conventions.
Since being consecrated a 
General Bishop in 1999, Bishop 
Angaelos has been ecumenically 
active at local, national and 
international levels, while also 
working extensively in the area 
of inter-religious relations. He 
works tirelessly to build bridges 
and promote dialogue and 
unity between Churches, faiths 
and communities in the United 
Kingdom and has established 
and maintains contact with 

governmental, inter-religious 
and ecumenical bodies through 
which this work is enabled. Under 
the leadership of His Grace 
the Coptic Orthodox Church is 
now a member of all the offi  cial 
ecumenical instruments in the 
United Kingdom and Republic 
of Ireland.
Specialising in initiatives relating 
to advocacy, human rights, 
international religious freedom 
and development work, he 
is a member of, and chairs, 
numerous local, national and 
international bodies dealing 
with these matters. His Grace 
is founder and convener of the 
Asylum Advocacy Group which 
works closely in partnership 
with the All Party Parliamentary 
Group on International Religious 
Freedom or Belief. In 2015 Bishop 
Angaelos will be conferred with 
the honour of Offi  cer of the 
Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire by Her Majesty 
The Queen, for ‘Services to 
International Religious Freedom’.
As director of the Media and 
Communications Offi  ce in the 
United Kingdom and Europe, 
Bishop Angaelos frequently 
issues statements and 
comments relating to current 
religious and minority issues 
with his particular focus on 
dialogue, confl ict-resolution, and 
reconciliation. His comments 
and views are frequently sought 
on matters of human rights, 

civil liberties and international 
religious freedom, particularly in 
relation to the situation in Egypt, 
the Middle East, and North 
Africa.
His Grace is currently:
• Moderator of Churches 
Together in Britain and Ireland
• Chair of the Council of the 
Oriental Orthodox Churches 
in the United Kingdom and the 
Republic of Ireland
• Co-chair of the Anglican-
Oriental Orthodox Regional 
Forum
• Member of the Anglican-
Oriental Orthodox International 
Commission
• Co-founder and Co-chair of 
the Catholic-Oriental Orthodox 
Regional Forum
• Co-founder and Co-chair of the 
Lausanne-Orthodox Initiative
• Director of Churches Together 
in England
• Trustee of Churches Together 
in Britain and Ireland
• Moderator of the Churches’ 
Inter-Religious Network for 
Churches Together in Britain 
and Ireland (CIRN)
• Chair of Christians Aware
• Ecumenical participant of the 
Church of England General 
Synod
• Member of the Anglican-
Oriental Orthodox International 
Theological Commission
• Member of the Global Council 
of the United Bible Society
• Member of the Coptic 

Delegation to the World Council 
of Churches
• Scholar-Consultant on the 
Christian-Muslim Forum
His Grace is patron of:
• Christian Solidarity Worldwide
• Christians Aware
• The Ecumenical Society of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary
• The Apostolic Order of St 
Hadrian of Canterbury
• The SAT 7 Trust UK
• British Egyptian Public Aff airs 
Committee
• Embrace The Middle East
• Awareness Foundation
Offi  ce and Appointments
Executive Assistant to
HG Bishop Angaelos
E-mail: Admin@CopticCentre.
com
Tel: +44 (0)20 7993 9001
Website: www.CopticCentre.
com
Advocacy Offi  ce
E - m a i l : A d v o c a c y @
CopticCentre.com
Media and Communications 
Offi  ce
E-mail: Media@CopticCentre.
com
Tel: +44 (0)20 7193 7076
Website: www.CopticMediaUK.
com
Twitter: @CopticMediaUK
Development Offi  ce
E-mail: Diakonia@CopticCentre.
com

cOPtIc OrtHODOX cHurcH uk
MeDIA AND cOMMuNIcAtIONs OffIce

cOPtIc OrtHODOX cHurcH (eurOPe)
MeDIA AND cOMMuNIcAtIONs OffIce

HIs GrAce bIsHOP ANGAeLOs, GeNerAL bIsHOP Of tHe cOPtIc 
OrtHODOX cHurcH

IN tHe uNIteD kINGDOM

bIOGrAPHY

“Where I am, there My servant will be also.” (John 12:26)
The 1st commemoration of the departure to heaven of :

Mr Attia Mikhail
Husband to Mrs Marsel Attia; father to Reverend Father Matthew Attia and wife Mervat 

Attia, and Mr Rami Attia and wife Helen Attia; grandfather to Annasimone, Monica, 
Elizabeth, Samuel and Thomas.  The liturgy will be celebrated at St. George Church, 

Kensington on Saturday, 11th July 2015, at 8:30am.
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Hossam Abdel-Ghaff ar had 
insisted on state TV that none of 
the injuries was life-threatening.

Police said they had no details 
yet on the cause of the explosion.

Just before second anniversary 
of anti-Morsy protests
Barakat's death came a day 
before the second anniversary 
of the mass protests against 
former Egyptian President 
Mohamed Morsy.

The military removed Morsy 

from offi  ce in July 2013. Since 
then, security services in the 
country have imposed a deadly 
cracked down on members of 
Morsy's Muslim Brotherhood, 
which the Egyptian government 

calls a terrorist organization.

Several groups have claimed 
responsibility for attacks that 
have killed hundreds of police 
and soldiers over the past two 
years.

The Sinai-based, ISIS-affi  liated 
State of Sinai -- formerly known 

as Ansar Bait El-Maqdis -- has 
claimed responsibility for the 
deadliest of these attacks.

'His life is always threatened'
The Muslim Brotherhood has 

denied government allegations 
that it has been responsible for 
the violence. But in May, the 
group endorsed a call by clerics 
to fi ght the July 2013 coup that 
overthrew Morsy by all means 
possible, including retribution 
against army offi  cers, police 
offi  cers, judges, journalists and 
politicians whom the Muslim 

Brotherhood accuses of being 
complicit in the killing of innocent 
civilians.

Over the past several months, 
militants have targeted judges. 
In May, three judges were shot 
dead in North Sinai.

"All Egypt's judges have been 
targeted since the trials of 
terrorist groups and their 
members began," Abdalla Fathy, 
the head of Egypt's judges' club, 
told CNN in May. "But there are 
specifi c people that confronted 
the Muslim Brotherhood regime, 
and these were the ones initially 
targeted."

The prosecutor general's offi  ce 
is responsible for referring 
all criminal cases, including 
controversial terrorism and 
political cases, to court.

"His life is always threatened," 
the prosecutor general's offi  ce 
told CNN when asked about 
threats just before his death was 
announced.

EGYPT'S TOP PROSECUTOR KILLED IN EXPLOSION

In the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, amen.

On this day we celebrate the Ascension 
of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus 
Christ from earth to heaven in his 
glorifi ed body. You have heard about 
the event of the Ascension from the 
Evangelist Luke and from the Acts 
of the Apostles, which Luke also 
wrote. In Luke, the event is tied to the 
Resurrection, while in the Acts of the 
Apostles it comes forty days after the 
feast of the Resurrection!
In Luke, Christ appears to the 
disciples risen from the dead after a 
discussion of how is body is of fl esh 
and blood, but this body that is risen 

from the dead is separated from them. 
He leaves the earth after fulfi lling his 
dispensation of salvation. He goes to 
heaven, upwards, and the disciples 
return to Jerusalem, as the Gospel 
says, with great joy. After that, they 
began to meet in the temple, praising 
and glorifying the Lord.
What is the purpose of this feast and 
what is its meaning? Why all this salvifi c 
dispensation? The Lord achieved in 
himself what he wants us to achieve 
in ourselves. The Fathers say that 
Christ’s ascension to heaven is also 
our ascension to heaven. In his letter 
to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul 
clearly says that our true homeland 
is in heaven with Jesus Christ, who 

“cHrIst’s AsceNsION tO HeAVeN Is ALsO Our 
AsceNsION tO HeAVeN”

أقامت أسرة المتنيح أديب أسحق بطرس الذكري الثامنة لنياحته في الحياة 
االبدية  خالل القداس األلهي، يوم 14/ 6/ 2015،  ليذكرنا في صلواته. 

زوجتك ليلي، وأبنائك القس أبونا بيشوي، الفريد، ماريو، وغادة. 
The 8th commemoration for the departure of Adeeb Isaac Botros to the 

everlasting life was held on the 14th of June during the Holy Liturgy. May he 

remember us in his prayer. 

Your wife Leila and your children FR Bishoy, Alfred, Ghada, and Mario. 
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C o p t i c  D i o c e s e  o f  S y d n e y

Sunday19 July 2015

Adult: $85          Child: (3-12 year) $50

AT

From
    5:30pm - 9:30pm

Annual Gala Dinner

Doltone House 
 223 Belgrave Esp., Sylvania Waters

Contact: Michael Lawandi  Mob: 0403 161 037 or 
                  John Marcus Mob: 0449 954 985 
                email : Coptic.pac@gmail.com.au

Join us for a fun and blessed night

Three course dinner & entertainment 

ST pop Kyrillos VI & St Habib Girgis 
Church's 2nd Anniversary Dinner.

Kingsgrove Community Hall
30 Morgan Street,

Kingsgrove, NSW, 2208

Sunday 26 July 2015

3:30pm - 7:00pm

3 course meal 
Price for adult $50.00 price for kids $35.00
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Ark Healthcare Bankstown    
1A Hixson Street, Bankstown, NSW 2200 

Tel: 02 9791 9609   Email: bankstown@arkhc.com 
ABN: 99 125 505 697 

Saint	  Maurice	  Aged	  Care	  Ltd	  

Beds	  are	  filling	  
fast	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Saint	  Maurice	   Aged	   Care	   Ltd	   and	  Ark	  Health	   Care	   Bankstown	   are	   excited	   to	   announce	   a	   partnership	   to	  
provide	  professional	  care	  services	  to	  the	  frail	  aged	  of	  the	  Coptic	  Christian	  Community	  in	  a	  residential	  care	  
facility	  situated	  in	  Bankstown.	  

Ark	  Health	  Care	  creates	  a	  homely	  environment	  whilst	  catering	  for	  the	  individual	  needs	  of	  all	  our	  residents.	  	  
We	   provide	   a	   comprehensive	   culturally	   specific	   lifestyle	   program,	   working	   with	   each	   resident	   to	   find	  
activities	  and	  interests	  that	  suit	  them,	  and	  a	  priest	  will	  be	  providing	  regular	  services	  and	  pastoral	  care	  to	  
our	  residents.	  

If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  acquiring	  a	  position	  at	  Ark	  Health	  Care,	  please	  book	  a	  personal	  tour	  by	  calling	  (02)	  
9791	  9609	  between	  the	  hours	  of	  9am-‐5pm,	  Monday	  to	  Friday,	  or	  email	  bankstown@arkhc.com.	  	  	  

Prior	  to	  admission	  for	  respite	  or	  permanent	  care	  you	  will	  need	  to	  arrange	  an	  assessment	  by	  the	  Aged	  Care	  
Assessment	  Team	  (ACAT).	  Once	  this	  assessment	  has	  been	  completed	  you	  will	  receive	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  Aged	  
Care	   Client	   Record	   (ACCR)	  which	   advises	   you	  what	   level	   of	   care	   is	   required.	   You	  will	   need	   the	  ACCR	   to	  
complete	  the	  Ark	  Health	  Care	  ‘Application	  for	  Admission’	  form	  for	  respite	  care	  or	  for	  a	  permanent	  place	  at	  
one	  of	  our	  facilities.	  

For	  a	  permanent	  place	  at	  an	  Ark	  Health	  Care	  Bankstown	  you	  will	  also	  require	  a	  Request	  for	  a	  Combined	  
Assets	  and	  Income	  Assessment	  Form	  (SA457)	  from	  the	  Department	  of	  Human	  Services.	  Alternatively,	  you	  
can	  download	  this	  form	  using	  the	  following	  link:	  
http://www.humanservices.gov.au/spw/customer/forms/resources/sa457-‐1502en.pdf	  	  

	  

	  

Ark Healthcare Bankstown    
1A Hixson Street, Bankstown, NSW 2200 

Tel: 02 9791 9609   Email: bankstown@arkhc.com 
ABN: 99 125 505 697 

Saint	  Maurice	  Aged	  Care	  Ltd	  

Positions	  
Vacant	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

.If	  you	  are	  a	  professional,	  caring	  person	  with	  
compassion	  for	  people	  and	  enthusiasm	  to	  deliver	  
exceptional	  care,	  we	  want	  to	  hear	  from	  you!	  

Saint	  Maurice	  Aged	  Care	   Ltd	   and	  Ark	  Health	   Care	   Bankstown	   are	   excited	   to	   announce	   a	  
partnership	  to	  provide	  care	  and	  services	  to	  the	  frail	  aged	  of	  the	  Coptic	  Christian	  Community	  
in	  a	  residential	  care	  facility	  situated	  in	  Bankstown.	  

We	  are	  seeking	  committed	  people	  from	  the	  Coptic	  Christian	  Community	  to	  fill	  the	  following	  
positions:	  

1. Registered	  Nurses	  
2. Personal	  carers	  –	  Certificate	  III	  or	  IV	  in	  Aged	  Care	  	  
3. Hospitality	  staff	  -‐	  	  experience	  in	  Kitchen	  hand	  duties	  	  and	  Cleaning	  

	  

To	   enquire	   about	   these	   positions	   please	   call	   (02)	   9791	   9609	   between	   the	   hours	   of	   9am-‐
5pm,	  Monday	  to	  Friday,	  or	  email	  bankstown@arkhc.com.	  	  	  

All	  applications	  must	  include:	  

• Application	  For	  Employment	  Form.	  
• Cover	  letter	  
• Resume	  
• Certificates	  
• Police	  Check	  (AFP)	  

Don’t	  forget	  to	  mention	  that	  you	  have	  been	  referred	  by	  the	  Coptic	  Community.	  	  	  

Theological college 

 P O P E  S H E N O U D A  I I I  C O P T I C  O R T H O D O X  

W W W. C O P TI C T H EO L O G Y. C OM      

72 Wollongong Rd. Arncliffe, adjacent to St. Mark’s Cathedral  
 Distance studies students will have access to their studding material and exams 

through the College’s online website: www.mycoptictheology.com 
 
 

TUESDAY: HAPPILY EVER AFTER  
Lecturers: Dr. Margaret Tadros and Mrs. Samia Michail  
Lectures commence on 17th March From 7:00 to 9:00 pm 

This course aims to prepare engaged couples for marriage.  
The course will be held in a group of 10 couples with sessions run by  

highly qualified psychologists and counsellors 
 

WEDNESDAY: RITUAL THEOLOGY  
Lecturer: Fr. Tadros El-Bakhoumi 
Lectures commence on 22nd April  

From 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
This subject lights the way before those who wish to have a deeper 

appreciation of the rituals of the Coptic Orthodox Church. 
 

THURSDAY: CHURCH HISTORY I  
Lecturer: Mrs. Nadine Samir 

Lectures commence on 12th March From 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
This subject illustrates the political, religious and cultural 

environment in which Christianity was established and what Christianity offered the 
world in terms of values and ways of life in its first three centuries. 

 
SATURDAY: NEW TESTAMENT I 
Lecturer: Mr. Saad Sefein 
Lectures commence on 14th March From 2:00 to 4: 00 pm 
This subject is a general introduction to the New Testament, 
its social, historical and political background. Emphasis will 
be on the four gospels and the distinctive features in each 
gospel. 
 
     FOR MORE INFO VISIT:    

T I M E T A B L E  F O R  A U T U M N  2 0 1 5  

 

 

 

Distance studies students will have access to their studding material and exams 
through the College’s online website: www.mycoptictheology.com

The course will be held in a group of 10 couples with sessions run by 

This subject lights the way before those who wish to have a deeper 
appreciation of the rituals of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

W W W. C O P TI C T H EO L O G Y. C OM     

world in terms of values and ways of life in its first three centuries.

SATURDAY: NEW TESTAMENT I
Lecturer: Mr. Saad Sefein
Lectures commence on 14th March From 2:00 to 4: 00 pm
This subject is a general introduction to the New Testament, 
its social, historical and political background. Emphasis will 
be on the four gospels and the distinctive features in each 
gospel.

     

 

A course run by St Luke's Iconography College

Course modules include:
• The art style of the Coptic 

Icon
• The painting style of the 

icon
• A historical account of 
the icon from the time of the 

Iron Age
• The meanings behind the 

icon
• The meanings and 
placement of the cross in the 

icon
• The meanings of colours 

in the icon
• The meanings of shapes 

in the icon
• The meanings of items 

pictured with the saints

Every Saturday starts Saturday 21/02/2015 at St Demiana & St 
Athanasius Coptic Church. 

119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl. 
From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Course is free of charge, however students are to supply their own 
materials.

For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 104 740 or Mrs 
Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140

The Art Of Iconography
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Dear All,

Parents who intend enrolling a 
child for Kindergarten – Year 
12 in 2016 should contact the 
college for enrolment details on 
9825 6768. Alternatively you’re 
welcome to check our website 
for the Application Form.

We encourage you to act now 
to secure a place for your 
child for 2016 and forward the 
completed Application Form 
with documentation required so 
that we are better able to plan 
for the best transition to school 
for your child.

The College will contact you 
following your documentation 
being received to arrange for an 
interview with parents and your 

child.

We are here to assist you and 
to support both you and your 
child.  Completing your form and 
attending the interview will off er 
us a better insight about your 
needs and requirements.

I look forward to the opportunity 
to meet and discuss with you 
what St Mark’s College has 
to off er your child and to also 
show you around our wonderful 
school to view its facilities and 
classes so you are better able 
to gauge this warm, caring yet 
academically inclined learning 
and teaching environment.

Anthony Tsoutsa
Head of College (Acting)
10 June 2016

Best Performing Independent School in Southwest Sydney since 2002

	  

cOcOs – LOOkING fOr A NeW bAse

Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some 
have unwittingly entertained 
angels. Heb 13:2

We are reaching out to our 
network and community for 
assistance in fi nding a temporary 
place to base our service. We 
are looking for somewhere with 
a semi-commercial kitchen to 
prepare our weekly meal every 
Tuesday that has storage space 
for our stock and equipment. 

We serve at Parramatta and 
City, and current kitchen is 
based at Guildford. If you need 
more information, or you know 
someone that may be able to 
assist please contact us on  info@
cocos.org.au or 0408110442.

Scan QR code for our latest 

video.

For Direct Deposits:

Bank: St George Bank
BSB: 112-879
Account No: 152760826 F o r 
cheques:

Make cheque out to ‘Coptic 
Orthodox Community Outreach 
Service’
Mail to: COCOS
PO Box 362, CAMPSIE NSW 
2194

Donations $2 and above are tax 
deductible. ABN: 35 131 816 531
Please contact us on for more 
information.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/COCOOS/
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PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT OF HIS GRACE BISHOP PAULA  
BISHOP OF TANTA

Wednesday 1st July-Monday 20th July 2015

Day Date AM Service PM Service
Sunday 5/07/2015 8:00AM Young Coptic Families (YCF) Retreat

Monday 6/07/2015
12:00PM

-
7:00PM

General  Clerical Council
St Demiana & St Athansious Church – Punchbowl

Tuesday 7/07/2015
11:00Am

-
7:00PM

Clerical Council
St Demiana & St Athansious Church – 

Punchbowl

Wednesday 8/07/2015 11:00AM
Clerical Council

St Demiana & St Athansious Church – 
Punchbowl

Thursday 9/07/2015
11:00AM

-
7:00PM

Clerical Council
St Demiana & St Athansious Church – 

Punchbowl
Friday 10/07/2015 9:30AM Holy Mass St George Church – Kensington

Saturday 11/07/2015 9:00AM Holy Mass St Paul & Anba Rewis Church - 
Collaroy 7:00 PM Vespers St Mary, St Bakhomious &

St Shenouda  Church-Kirrawee

Sunday 12/07/2015 9:00 AM Holy Mass St Mark’s Church- Arncliff e Feast of 
the Apostles 

Monday 13/07/2015 9:00AM
Holy Mass & Priests’ Meeting with HG Bishop 

Marcos
 St Mary & St Abu Sefein Church – Rhodes

Wednesday 15/07/2015 9:00AM Holy Mass St Shenouda Monastery Putty

Friday 17/07/2015 9:00 AM Holy Mass St Antonious & St Paul Church - 
Guildford

Saturday 18/07/2015 7.30PM Vespers Archangel Michael & St Bishoy 
Church - Mt Druitt

Sunday 19/07/2015 9:00 AM Holy Mass  St Mary & St Mina Cathedral  Bexley 5:30 PM Diocese Annual  Dinner  Doltone House 
223 Belgrave Esp., Sylvania Waters, NSW 2224

Monday 20/07/2015 6:00PM Travel to Cairo on SQ242

Day Date AM Service PM Service

Wednesday 8/7/2015 5:55 PM
Arrival by Etihad EY454

Thanksgiving Prayer
St Mary & St Mina Cathedral - Bexley

Friday 10/7/2015 9:00 AM Holy Mass St Antonious & St Paul Church Guildford 
Saturday 11/7/2015 9:00AM Holy Mass Anba Abraam Church  Long point 

Sunday 12/7/2015 8:30AM The Feast of the Apostles Holy Mass 
The Apostle & St Abanoub Church Blacktown 3:00 PM Visitation

Monday 13/7/2015 9:00AM Holy Mass & Priests’  Meeting  With HG Bishop 
Paula St Mary & St Abou Sefein Church Rhodes

Tuesday 14/7/2015 8:30AM Holy Mass
St Mary & St Mina Cathedral – Bexley 7:30 PM Vespers Archangel Michael and St Bishoy Church – 

Mt Druitt
Wednesday 15/7/2015 9:00AM Holy Mass St George Church  - Kensington 

Friday 17/7/2015 9:00 AM Holy Mass Anba Abraam & Father Mikhail El Beheiry  
Church   - Peakhurst

Saturday 18/7/2015 9:00 AM Holy Mass – Feast of St Shenouda
St Shenouda Monastery – Putty 

Sunday 19/7/2015 9:00AM Holy Mass  St Mark’s  Church  - Arncliff e 5:30PM Diocese Annual  Dinner  Doltone House 
223 Belgrave Esp., Sylvania Waters, NSW 2224

Monday 20/7/2015 7:00PM Departure to Egypt by EY 6867

PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT OF HIS GRACE BISHOP 
MARCOS BISHOP OF SHOUBRA EL-KHEMA Tuesday 

7th of July – Monday 20th of July 2015
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The DEPUTY-SPEAKER (Mr 
Thomas George): Order! On behalf 
of the newly elected member for 
Mount Druitt, I acknowledge the 
presence in the gallery of the former 
member for Mount Druitt, the Hon. 
Richard Amery; the former member 
for Londonderry, Allan Shearan; Mr 
Youssef Hassan Shawki, Consul-
General of the Arab Republic of 
Egypt; and Father Gabriel Yassa 
from the Coptic Church, Mount 
Druitt Parish. I also welcome to 
the Legislative Assembly local 
government representatives, family, 
friends and supporters of the newly 
elected member for Mount Druitt.
Mr EDMOND ATALLA (Mount Druitt) 
[10.45 a.m.] (Inaugural Speech): Mr 
Deputy-Speaker, parliamentary 
colleagues, distinguished guests, 
His Excellency Youssef Hassan 
Shawki, Consul-General of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, family 
and friends, I would like to start 
by acknowledging the traditional 
owners of the land on which we 
are gathered, the Gadigal people, 
and pay my respects to them and 
their elders, past and present. I also 
acknowledge the Darug people of 
the land I represent and pay my 
respects to them and their elders, 
past and present. I stand before 
you today to address the Fifty-sixth 
Parliament of New South Wales as 
the member for Mount Druitt. I am 
deeply privileged to be given this 
opportunity. I would like to thank the 
wonderful people of Mount Druitt 
electorate for bestowing this great 
honour upon me.
Like many other migration stories, 
my family's story is one of courage 
and determination. Our journey 
began more than 45 years ago 
when my parents made the brave 
decision to migrate to Australia, a 
country where we did not have any 
family or friends. I was born in Sudan 
of Egyptian parentage. In 1969 
my father, who was a young and 
adventurous accountant seeking a 
fresh start and new opportunities 
for his children, decided to respond 
to an advertisement in the local 
newspaper from a fi rm that was 
seeking accountants in Australia. 
I was only eight years old at the 
time. Together with my parents 
and my two younger siblings, we 
travelled to what seemed to be the 
end of the earth. Our destination 
was Melbourne, as this was where 
my father's new job was based. We 
arrived on Anzac Day and my family 
immediately experienced the true 
meaning of climate change. Coming 
from a country of extreme heat, the 
cold weather in Melbourne caused 
the entire family to fall ill within a 
few days. My mother, who sadly 
passed away fi ve years ago from 

cancer, insisted that we return to 
Sudan immediately. My father, on 
the other hand, suggested that we 
give Sydney a go because—and I 
quote—"I noticed that the sun was 
shining when we were transiting to 
Melbourne." Just a short fi ve days 
later we arrived in Sydney, on 30 April 
1969. Being complete strangers in 
a foreign land, our family relied on 
the advice of our taxidriver from the 
airport to help us fi nd temporary 
accommodation. Redfern was our 
fi rst stop. However, within a few 
weeks we moved to Marrickville, 
as it was where my father secured 
employment as an accountant. I 
was enrolled at Marrickville Primary 
School and, like many other 
students who were predominantly 
from a Greek background, I could 
not speak one word of English.
How we communicated with 
each other was a miracle—but 
kids being kids, we found a way. 
Within a few weeks, I mastered 
the Greek language and went 
home convincing my parents that I 
was speaking English. I guess my 
friends also went home speaking 
Arabic. Soon afterwards, my family 
discovered the newly established 
Coptic Orthodox Church in Redfern. 
The church was in its early inception 
and had a small congregation of 
about 100 members. We began to 
make new friends and assimilate in 
our new home. Please allow me to 
digress for a moment. From these 
humble beginnings, I am pleased 
to say that the Coptic Church in 
Sydney today has 29 parishes, three 
schools and approximately 70,000 
members. I acknowledge the fi rst 
Coptic Bishop to Sydney, His Grace 
Bishop Daniel, head of the Coptic 
Orthodox Diocese of Sydney 
and Affi  liated Regions, who is 
represented here by Father Gabriel 
Yassa from the Mount Druitt parish. 
I would also like to acknowledge 
Fr Shenouda Mansour, General 
Secretary of the NSW Ecumenical 
Council, and thank the Coptic 
community leaders and members 
for being here today.
Following our short stay in 
Marrickville, we moved to Prospect 
in Western Sydney in 1970. This 
decision was motivated by housing 
aff ordability and my parents' desire 
to embrace the great Australian 
dream of purchasing their own 
home. I am proud to say that Western 
Sydney is where my family placed 
their roots, and have remained ever 
since. So it should come as no 
surprise that, following my marriage 
in 1987, I moved to the Mount Druitt 
electorate, where I purchased my 
fi rst home and raised my family. I 
fi rst became interested in politics 
in the late 1980s when I had the 

opportunity to witness fi rsthand 
the hardship experienced by some 
people in the community. This 
defi ning moment occurred in 1987 
whilst I was employed as a junior 
engineer at Holroyd City Council. 
I assisted an elderly gentleman 
who could not aff ord to replace 
his set of dentures after they fell 
down a council stormwater drain. 
Thankfully, I was able to retrieve 
them; however, his inability to aff ord 
another pair struck a chord with me. 
I became acutely aware that people 
within our community—many of 
whom we often call friends and 
neighbours—struggle fi nancially on 
a daily basis.
It was at this point I resolved to help 
ensure that all people would have 
better access to what I believe are 
the basic necessities in life. I wanted 
to be a voice for the voiceless in 
our community, and fi ght for equal 
access to health, education and 
basic services. I strongly believe 
every person should be treated 
equally, with respect and dignity, 
regardless of their postcode or 
where they come from. So in my 
pursuit to make a diff erence and 
with a strong determination to be 
part of the political process, I joined 
the great Australian Labor Party 
some 23 years ago. I was attracted 
to the party's principles of social 
justice, including equal access to 
health and education, employment 
opportunities, and greater equality 
of wealth and power. I was fortunate 
to be elected as a local councillor 
to Blacktown City Council in 2004 
and as deputy mayor in 2006-
07. Over the past 11 years I have 
worked tirelessly to stand up for 
our community and make a positive 
contribution to our great city. 
My fellow councillors and I have 
recorded many achievements, and I 
make special mention of reopening 
Mount Druitt swimming pool, 
saving more than 800 homes from 
compulsory acquisition, stopping 
the privatisation of council's 
childcare centres, preventing the 
sale of many of our small parks and 
reserves, and restoring the 50 per 
cent pensioner rebate on rates in 
the upcoming budget. All of these 
triumphs have greatly benefi ted 
many residents and helped to 
improve their standard of living.
The Mount Druitt electorate 
encompasses 15 suburbs, with a 
population of more than 83,000 
people. The area was named by 
Major George Druitt after he was 
granted 2,000 acres by New South 
Wales Governor Lachlan Macquarie. 
A local landmark cottage known 
as "The Manse", which is situated 
in The Avenue, Mount Druitt, was 
built as part of Druitt's property. It 

was later sold to Robert Kennedy, 
who, upon his death, bequeathed 
it to the Presbyterian Church. In 
2000 the property was acquired by 
Blacktown City Council and I am 
pleased that, as a newly elected 
councillor, I was able to advocate 
and achieve the full restoration of 
this historic building. It is now the 
headquarters of the Mount Druitt 
Historical Society and open to the 
public. The building is listed on 
both the local and State heritage 
registers.
Since the inception of the seat 
of Mount Druitt in 1971, we have 
had three great Labor stalwarts 
representing our community—Jim 
Southee, Tony Johnson and, as 
many of you will agree, the greatest 
representative of all, my good 
friend and mentor the Hon. Richard 
Amery. To Richard, on behalf of the 
residents of Mount Druitt, I thank 
you for the distinguished service 
you have provided over the past 32 
years. I wish you and Marie all the 
very best as you embark on a new 
chapter in your lives. I also sincerely 
hope you will continue to have an 
involvement in our community. 
There is no doubt that I have some 
very big shoes to fi ll and I will work 
extremely hard to address the 
needs of our constituents as the 
fourth Labor representative of this 
electorate.
My campaign slogan was "Standing 
up for us", and that is exactly what 
I intend to do during my time in 
public offi  ce. I will be a strong 
advocate for the electorate and 
will fi ght to secure the services 
and facilities that our area richly 
deserves. I am committed to having 
our community's voice heard in this 
great Parliament of ours, and I will 
lobby for changes to help improve 
the daily lives of our constituents. 
These changes include restoring 
local health services, improving 
local roads and transport services, 
increasing maintenance on public 
housing, addressing homelessness, 
retaining essential public services 
such as electricity in public hands, 
and reinstating funding to TAFE. I 
strongly believe education should 
be recognised as an investment 
in our nation's future and not as a 
burden on our budget.
I am pleased to say that the 
constituents of Mount Druitt are 
hardworking and honest people 
who are simply trying to get 
ahead in life. Despite the ongoing 
misrepresentation of the electorate 
by some media, Mount Druitt boasts 
a strong sense of community and 
unity. It is time we put a stop to the 
stereotypes and the stigmatism 
often associated with the electorate, 
and start highlighting and promoting 

PArLIAMeNtArY DebAtes INAuGurAL sPeecH
sPeecH bY eDMOND AtALLA MP           MeMber fOr MOuNt DruItt

14tH MAY 2015
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the positive aspects of our area. 
Mount Druitt is home to Blacktown 
International Sportspark. Initially 
constructed for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympic Games, this multi-sports 
venue is now utilised by many 
professional sporting organisations. 
They include Sydney Blue Sox, 
Western Sydney Wanderers Football 
Club, New South Wales Speed Blitz 
Blues and Sydney Thunder, and the 
Greater Western Sydney Giants. 
The precinct attracts more than 
500,000 visitors a year and offers 
world-class sporting facilities. The 
electorate also has a number of other 
quality community and recreational 
facilities such as the $8 million 
state-of-the-art Mount Druitt Hub, 
Emerton Leisure Centre, Mount 
Druitt Swimming Pool, Western 
Sydney International Dragway, and 
Nurragingy Reserve—a popular 
regional parkland. On the business 
front, it is anticipated that the soon 
to be developed Sydney Business 
Park will deliver some 17,000 direct 
jobs to Western Sydney. Located 
only a short distance away, the 
256-hectare site will integrate 
industrial, commercial and bulky 
goods and service the Mount 
Druitt electorate. Labor has a 
proud tradition of delivering for the 
electorate of Mount Druitt. As the 
newly elected member, I will aim to 
continue this long and distinguished 
tradition.
In 1955 New South Wales Labor 
Premier Joseph Cahill introduced 
electric train services to Mount 
Druitt. This initiative put Mount 
Druitt on the map and connected 
it to other parts of Sydney. The 
availability of public transport also 
expanded job opportunities for 
constituents who could now travel 
more easily to their workplace. In 
the early to mid-1970s, the Whitlam 
Government directed large amounts 
of funding to Western Sydney, 
which resulted in sewerage being 
introduced to countless suburbs. 
The Whitlam Government was also 
responsible for the construction of 
Westmead Hospital. On a personal 
level, I was a beneficiary of the 
Whitlam Government’s decision to 
abolish university fees in 1974. This 
enabled me to obtain a Bachelor 
of Engineering degree from the 
University of Wollongong and 
pursue a career in civil engineering 
for more than 25 years. The Wran 
Labor Government, which was 
elected in 1976, delivered Mount 
Druitt TAFE and expanded the 
railway tracks between Blacktown 
and St Marys railway stations from 
two to four lines. Most significantly, 
it also delivered Mount Druitt 
Hospital. This was a direct result 
of constituents experiencing 
difficulties in accessing medical 
services at either Blacktown or 
Nepean hospitals. Sadly, over 
the past few years services at the 
hospital have been progressively 
downgraded. The cardiac ward 

was closed in the last term of 
government, forcing constituents to 
travel further to receive treatment 
for often life-threatening conditions. 
The health service was also 
renamed Blacktown Mount Druitt 
Hospital in a strategic move to 
reduce the importance of Mount 
Druitt as a stand-alone hospital. 
Successive Labor Governments 
and continued Labor representation 
have resulted in the construction of a 
number of new schools throughout 
the electorate, including the 
establishment of Chifley College, 
the first senior-only high school; 
upgraded facilities and a new hall 
at Colyton Primary School; new 
libraries at Rooty Hill High School 
and Eastern Creek Primary School; 
the expansion of Mount Druitt TAFE; 
the construction of a new palliative 
care ward at Mount Druitt Hospital; 
lifts at Mount Druitt railway station; a 
bushwalkers rescue centre at Rooty 
Hill; a $12 million courthouse at 
Mount Druitt; and a commuter car 
park at Mount Druitt railway station. 
In spite of all those achievements, 
more needs to be done for our 
growing electorate.
I will be actively lobbying for vital 
infrastructure works that are urgently 
required, including easy access lifts 
at Rooty Hill railway station and the 
duplication of the Francis Street 
overpass. I will also be very vocal 
in my efforts to restore full services 
at Mount Druitt Hospital; abolish 
the Smart and Skilled reforms to 
TAFE colleges, which resulted in 
many tertiary students abandoning 
their studies; and increase funding 
for the maintenance of public 
housing, which in the past two 
years alone has been cut by more 
than $107 million. It is time that the 
constituents of Mount Druitt receive 
the basic facilities and services that 
others in Greater Sydney take for 
granted.
I take this opportunity to 
acknowledge and thank a number 
people who have helped me to 
stand in this place today as the new 
member for Mount Druitt: former 
New South Wales Premier, the Hon. 
Kristina Keneally, for taking the time 
to officially launch my campaign; 
Federal member for Chifley, Ed 
Husic, MP, for his continuous 
support and encouragement—I 
look forward to working with him in 
representing this great electorate; 
former Opposition Leader John 
Robertson, MP, for his ongoing 
contributions to the party; Michael 
Daley, MP; Guy Zangari, MP; the 
Hon. Sophie Cotsis, MLC; the Hon. 
Shaoquett Moselmane, MLC, and 
Opposition Whip; Noreen Hay, MP, 
for their invaluable guidance and 
advice.
I thank the Mayor of Blacktown City 
Council, Councillor Stephen Bali, 
for leading our city and delivering 
the largest infrastructure works 
program in the council’s history—
may we continue to represent our 

community and our residents to the 
best of our abilities. I thank Councillor 
Tony Bleasdale, a wonderful friend 
and supporter throughout my time 
in public office, and his wife, Nina, 
for being here today. Councillor 
Charlie Lowles is a great champion 
of social justice, and I have learned 
so much from you. I am grateful for 
your leadership, friendship, loyalty 
and unwavering support. I also 
thank Councillor Susai Benjamin, 
Blacktown City Council General 
Manager, Kerry Robinson, and 
the directors and managers from 
Blacktown City Council who are 
here this morning.
I acknowledge the support I have 
received from NSW Labor, in 
particular Jamie Clements, Kaila 
Murrain and Dave Latham. I make 
special mention of Dom Ofner for 
being such a fantastic campaign 
organiser and thank him for his 
continuous support and guidance. 
I thank also former Consul-General 
to Chicago and former Federal 
member for Chifley, the Hon. Roger 
Price, and his wife, Robyn, for their 
assistance on polling day. I thank 
former member for Londonderry, 
Mr Allan Shearan, for his friendship 
and support, and the three branch 
campaign directors, Brad Bunting, 
Phil Desveaux and Peter Clapham, 
for their outstanding organisational 
skills and contribution to my 
campaign. I express my gratitude 
for the continued support of 
various union representatives, 
including my union, Professional 
Engineers Australia, New South 
Wales Director, Paul Davis; Unions 
NSW Community Organiser, Alison 
Rahill; Australian Workers Union, 
New South Wales State Secretary, 
Russ Collison; Rail Tram and 
Bus Union State Secretary, Alex 
Claassens; United Services Union 
State Secretary, Graeme Kelly; and 
Communications, Electrical and 
Plumbing Industries Union State 
Secretary, Jim Metcher.
I thank the State Electorate Council 
[SEC] Executive, Gayle Barbagallo 
and Tom Kenny, along with the 
many volunteers who worked 
tirelessly and contributed in many 
ways during my campaign. More 
than 200 people volunteered to help 
me in the run-up to the election, but 
time does not permit me to name 
them all. I offer my heartfelt and 
sincerest thanks for your invaluable 
contributions.
I thank also Derek Margerison, 
Anthony Pereira, Sophie Young, 
Fraida Pisani, Rosa Sharp, Mila 
Martin, Edith Johnson, Sam 
Barbagallo, Kate Barbagallo, Ben 
Price, Roy Amery, Richard Hoskins, 
Ted Kaciewicz, Arnold Metcher, 
Julie and Robert Muir, Lyn Muir, 
Alfred Said, Nicole Seniloli, Selepa 
and Pesa Taualai, Jela Villagas, 
and Shirley and Ian Watt for going 
beyond the call of duty. I also 
extend my appreciation to various 
local organisations, in particular 

the Egyptian, Sudanese and 
Filipino communities. I thank the 
Sub Continent Friends of Labor, 
represented today by Dr Moninder 
Singh and Ejaz Khan. I thank my 
hardworking parliamentary staff, 
Sarah Hatch and Phil Desveaux, for 
all the great work they do in serving 
the people of the Mount Druitt 
area. Last but not least I thank my 
wonderful family—all my relatives 
who assisted with campaign 
activities. My 83-year-old dad, 
Mamdouh, in spite of his poor health, 
campaigned continuously on my 
behalf. Furthermore, I publicly thank 
my parents for their extraordinarily 
brave decision to move to Australia. 
Their desire to build a better life for 
their young family ultimately enabled 
my siblings and I to embrace the 
opportunities afforded to us in this 
great country of ours.
I am immensely proud of my siblings’ 
achievements. My brother, Adel, is 
a commander in the NSW Police 
Force whilst my sister, Lillian, and 
her husband, Dr George Ibrahim, 
own and operate a medical centre 
in the Mount Druitt electorate. When 
my parents embarked on their 
remarkable migration journey, I am 
sure they never imagined that I would 
one day be standing here before 
you as an elected representative in 
the New South Wales Parliament. 
My daughter, Tina, and son-in-law, 
John, I thank you for your continued 
encouragement and support. I look 
forward to becoming a grandfather 
for the first time when you welcome 
your child in August. My youngest 
daughter, Natalie, was only one 
year old when I was first elected 
to council. I thank you for your 
patience and understanding of my 
commitment to our community. I 
am confident that you are learning 
the value and importance of helping 
others. My mother-in-law, Mary, 
has lived with my family for many 
years. She is always looking after 
me and ensuring that I have eaten. 
My stomach and I thank you. Finally, 
I thank my beautiful wife, Dimyana, 
for all her love and support in my 
pursuit of public office. Dimyana 
has made many sacrifices over 
the years and I am extremely lucky 
that she has been beside me every 
step of the way. As they say, behind 
every man is a great woman; and let 
me tell you, she is the greatest.
Once again, thank you all for your 
support in this incredible journey. 
It is truly a great honour and 
privilege to have been elected as 
the new member for Mount Druitt. 
As part of Luke Foley’s team, I look 
forward to working with my Labor 
colleagues in delivering services 
and infrastructure for Mount Druitt. 
I will be a strong advocate for the 
electorate because it is my home. 
I am committed to representing 
our residents and ensuring our 
community’s voice is heard loud and 
clear in the Fifty-sixth Parliament of 
New South Wales. Thank you.


