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Bishop Daniel
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of 

Sydney & Affi  liated Regions

My beloved Reverend Fathers 
the Priests, Deacons, servants 
and congregation of the Diocese 
of Sydney and its Affi  liated 
Regions. Grace, blessing and 
peace, from God the Father, our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy 
Spirit. 

I give thanks to the Holy Trinity 
that the year 2016 has concluded 
peacefully, off ering supplications 
to Him to bless us and glorify us 
during 2017 under the patronage 
of His Holiness Pope Tawadros 
II, Pope and Archbishop of the 
great City of Alexandria. May the 
Lord keep him for us for many 
years to come. 

In last year’s message, we 
addressed part of the praise 
of the multitude of heavenly 
hosts that brought good tidings 
of Joy about the birth of our 
Lord, namely “Glory be to God 
in the Highest”. Today in my 
message for 2017, we will further 
contemplate on this wonderful 
praise “Glory to God in the 
highest, And on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men!“ Luke 
2:13-14. 
First, let us look at the defi nition 
of ‘goodwill’. Goodwill is defi ned 
as “a kindly feeling of approval 
and support.” The multitude 
of the heavenly hosts in their 
praising said: ”goodwill toward 
men", because they had a 
kindly feeling of approval and 
support towards mankind.  This 
has manifested in many ways 
and forms, the following is one 
example;
- In the Old Testament 
the heavenly hosts helped and 
supported the King of Israel 
when he had a war against the 
King of Syria through the prayers 
of Elisha the prophet. As we 
read in 2 Kings 6:16-17, “So he 
answered, “Do not fear, for those 
who are with us are more than 

those who are with them.” And 
Elisha prayed, and said, “Lord, I 
pray, open his eyes that he may 
see.” Then the Lord opened the 
eyes of the young man, and he 
saw. And behold, the mountain 
was full of horses and chariots 
of fi re all around Elisha.
St. Maximus the Confessor 
contemplates on the above 
passage saying “Holiness merits 
more defenders from heaven 
than the foes that immorality 
leads onto the fi eld. ‘There are 
more with us than there are 
with them’. Behold the merit 
of blessedness! The prophet 
makes his announcement 
about the multitude while the 
servant is still uncertain of his 
own salvation. How much more 
do spiritual eyes perceive than 
those of the fl esh! One sees the 
number of the armed men, while 
the other perceives the sign of 
their protection. How great is 
the divine mercy! A blessing is 
delivered to people, but it is not 
seen. They receive help while 
they are in danger, but they do 
not know it. For this is the mercy 
of the Saviour. He intervenes for 
salvation and in doing so he does 
not allow himself to be seen. He 
is sensed by the benefi ts that he 
bestows, but not with the eyes.”

Following this contemplation 
we can share together some 
important lessons for the coming 
year:

- Firstly, it is so important 
that in every war we experience 
during our lives, we need to 
remember that men of God, like 
Elisha the prophet will pray to 
God on our behalf. This is called 
the intercession of the saints, 
which is part of our church’s 
doctrine. We mention the Saints 
in our Holy Liturgies and in the 
Midnight Praises, we also ask 
the saints to pray on our behalf 
to God for the forgiveness of 
our sins. We believe in the 
intercession of all the saints, 
especially St. Mary, the Mother 
of God. 

 So in the beginning of the 
New Year, take St. Mary, the 
heavenly host and one of the 
saints as your intercessor. 

-Secondly, sometimes our eyes 

cannot see that the heavenly 
hosts are surrounding us. This 
needs the prayers of the saints 
so that the Lord can open our 
eyes to them.  This is what 
happened with the disciple of 
Elisha, when his master prayed 
to the Lord to open his eyes; he 
saw “the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fi re all 
around Elisha.”
St. Maximus further 
contemplates saying “ For they 
should know that adversaries 

are conquered by merits rather 
than by strength, and they are 
overcome not so much by power 
as by holiness, as holy Elisha 
was overcoming his enemies 
by prayer and not by arms. For 
when he was telling his servant 
to banish his fear, that those 
defending them were more than 
those opposing them, not even 
then was the servant’s fear able 
to be dispelled. Then Elisha 
prayed to the Lord, saying: 
“Lord, open his eyes so that 
he can see!” And his eyes were 
opened and he saw, and there 
was a whole mountain fi lled with 
horsemen.” So the prophet’s 
prayer opened the servant’s 
eyes. It is no surprise that a 
prayer opened his eyes to see 
an army, since prayer opened 
heaven so that an army came”.

The lesson we can learn from 
this is that we need to know 
that we are not alone in our 
war. The heavenly hosts are 
with us and they are very 
powerful.

Thirdly, the work of the heavenly 
hosts is to praise God as outlined 
in this verse “and suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly hosts praising 
God” (Luke 2:13). 

We need to learn to praise 
God our creator. We need to 
organise time to praise God 
with the Agpia in our homes 
with our families, with the 
Psalmodia in the church as 
part of the Midnight Praises, 
and with the Liturgy in church 
when we gather together 
to partake of the Holy 
Communion.

Finally, my dear brothers and 
sisters, we will look at the 
reaction of men towards the 
goodwill of the heavenly hosts. 
Not all men value the goodwill of 
the heavenly hosts but we need 
to be amongst those that do. 
Those that do not value these 
praises are amongst the wicked, 
and as believers we need to 
know the works of evil men will 
continue for many days and be 
repeated many times. However, 
those who fear God, and value 
the praise of the heavenly host 
will be blessed. We read this 
in Ecclesiastes 8:12 “though 
a sinner does evil a hundred 
times, and his days are 
prolonged, yet I surely know 
that it will be well with those 
who fear God, who fear before 
Him”.

So, in the New Year, the lesson 
we can learn from this, is that 
we need to fear God in all our 
deeds, and during our entire 
life.

May the Lord keep you all in His 
Love, may He keep and protect 
you in His name to the last 
breath. 

I wish all of you a Happy New 
Year

Keep me in your prayers.

The Servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ

NEW YEAR 2017 MESSAGE
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ST PAUL’S MISSION EXTRAVAGANT CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR THE 
HOMELESS OF SYDNEY

“He who has a generous eye will 
be blessed, For he gives of his 
bread to the poor.”  Proverbs 
22:9
By Andrew Hanna
By the grace of God, St Paul’s 
Mission has hosted yet another 
successful Christmas party for 
the homeless of Sydney. For 
the past 10 years now, St Paul’s 
Mission has a wonderful tradition 
of hosting an annual Christmas 
Party in the Church premises, 
which has become a very 
popular and cherished event for 
the homeless of Sydney! The 
event truly brings out the best 
in both the volunteers and our 
beloved guests as we are all 
made to feel that we are one big 

family celebrating this wonderful 
occasion together in the Love of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.
This wonderful event was 
held on Wednesday the 14th 
of December 2016 at St 
Pope Kyrillos VI and St Habib 
Girgis Church Monterey and 
was attended by around 100 
homeless people along with a 
multitude of volunteers.
 
The Christmas party had plenty 
to off er our beloved guests, 
which included:
•         An amazing banquet of 
food, drinks, dessert, and hot 
drinks. 
•         Uplifting live performances 
by The Coptic Diocese Choir 

Sydney and also Nora, one of 
the very talented youth; who 
performed a lovely assortment 
of Christmas Carols.
•         A free clothes display 
which was set up on the Church 
grounds, which our guests had 
access to throughout the whole 
night
•         A wonderful talk given by 
Fr Yousef in the Church about 
the signifi cance of Christmas
•         An opportunity for a 
question and answer session
•         A nicely prepared 
Christmas Hamper, donated 
by St Makarious Charity, very 
generously fi lled with a handful 
of useful gits to remind them of 
this wonderful event.

 
The homeless were really 
appreciative of the talk given by 
Father Yousef Fanous along with 
all the eff orts of the volunteers 
who hosted the Christmas 
Party  - you all helped make this 
Christmas Party a wonderful and 
successful night! We strongly 
encourage the youth of Sydney 
to attend St Paul’s Mission, 
we meet at 7:00pm every 
Wednesday night at St Pope 
Kyrillos VI and St Habib Girgis 
Church, 119 Barton St Monterey. 
Thank you to each and every one 
who helped. Merry Christmas!!
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Refugee Employment Program 
NSW Government is proud to be Australia's largest employer and we believe 
that part of our strength comes from our ability to embrace and appreciate 
different perspectives, cultures and experiences. 
Because we understand the value of diversity, NSW Government has committed 
to employing 100 refugees across several different Departments and agencies in 
the NSW Public Sector. We know that refugees bring new skills and experiences, 
fill important labour shortages in the economy, are highly entrepreneurial, and 
contribute to the social and human capital of the communities where they settle. 
NSW Government’s Refugee Employment Program seeks to recruit people who 
are just as passionate about their career, as they are about delivering services 
for the people of NSW. If that’s you and you are a refugee on a Class XB visa and 
arrived in Australia on or after 1st December 2015, we’d like to hear from you. 

Complete our expression of interest form 
Our expression of interest form will ask you about your skills, experience, the 
type of employment you are interested in and for your contact details. 
Access the expression of interest form 

Information for hiring managers 
For more information about the NSW Government's Refugee Employment 
Program please contact cgrr@dpc.nsw.gov.au. 

Search our full range of current job opportunities 
If you don't meet the criteria for our Refugee Employment Program but you are 
interested in advancing your career with us, search our full range of job 
opportunities. 
	

A course run by St Luke's Iconography College

Course modules include:
• The art style of the Coptic 

Icon
• The painting style of the 

icon
• A historical account of 
the icon from the time of the 

Iron Age
• The meanings behind the 

icon
• The meanings and 
placement of the cross in the 

icon
• The meanings of colours 

in the icon
• The meanings of shapes 

in the icon
• The meanings of items 

pictured with the saints

Every Saturday starts Saturday 21/02/2015 at St Demiana & St 
Athanasius Coptic Church. 

119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl. 
From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Course is free of charge, however students are to supply their own 
materials.

For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 104 740 or Mrs 
Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140

The Art Of Iconography

                                                                                              
St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 

EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 
(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and Emile Girgis (Director and 

Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 
 

“And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying; This is my beloved Son, in whom I well pleased” 
(Mat3:17) 

While we are commemorating the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and His Divine 
appearance; the Directors of our charitable organisation would like to send their warmest wishes 
to our Patriarch:- 

H.H. Pope Abba Tawadros II 
And to his partner in the Apostolic service our beloved bishop 

H.G. Abba Daniel 
Wishing them, as well as the whole Coptic people all over the world, joyful feasts full of the 
Christ peace. During these festivities we urge you not to forget the Lord’s brethren in the war 
torn zones in Africa. 
Accordingly, we would like to provide you with the names and mobile phones numbers of our 
beloved volunteers who are holding Tax Deductible Receipts as follows: - 

   Name   Church    Mobile 
i)     Romani Sami Fakhouri St. Antoni & Abba Paula  0422856359 
ii)     Yousif Botrous Yousif  Archangel Michael & St. Pishoi 0403089264 
iii)      Mona Girgis   St. George Church Liverpool  0401582774 
iv)      Salwa Ghali   Holy Apostles and St. Abanoub 0431445669 
v)      Magda Michael  St. Mary & Abu-Safien   0423591184 
vi)      Girgis Phillip   Brisbane Churches   0426954527 
vii)      Fatin Shakir   Pope KyrolousVI &St. Habib Girgis 0431523592 
viii) Nabil Wadee Bisada  Melbourne Churches   0422188447  

Your cheerful donation can also be forwarded to our bank account with details as follows: - 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc: -   493911231 
Financial Institution: - St. George Bank 
Account Name: - St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
“He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord; and He will pay back what He has given.” (Proverb 19:17) 

“All Donations are Tax deductable” 
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THE HON BILL SHORTEN MP 
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

SHADOW MINISTER FOR INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS AND 
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDERS 

MEMBER FOR MARIBYRNONG 
  

SENATOR THE HON PENNY WONG 
LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION IN THE SENATE 
SHADOW MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
LABOR SENATOR FOR SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

 
 
 
  

EGYPTIAN COPTIC CHURCH BOMBING 
 	
Labor utterly condemns the latest barbaric attack on Egypt’s Coptic Christian 
Community. 
  
At least 25 people were killed and 49 injured when a bomb exploded 
during Sunday mass at St Peter's Church. 
  
St Peter's Church is located beside St Mark's Cathedral, the seat of Egypt's 
Orthodox Christian church and home of its spiritual leader, Pope Tawadros II. 
  
Copts make up approximately 10 per cent of Egypt's population, but have been 
suffering increasing persecution and violence in recent years, forcing an estimated 
100,000 Coptic people to leave Egypt. 
  
An attack on any place of religion is an attack on freedom of religion everywhere and 
Labor expresses our support and sympathy for the 100,000 Australians of the Coptic 
faith. 
  
MONDAY, 12 DECEMBER 2016 
  
MEDIA CONTACT: LEADER’S OFFICE MEDIA UNIT – 02 6277 4053 

Dear Bishop Daniel
 
On behalf of the NSW Jewish Board of Deputies, 
which represents the Jewish community of New 
South Wales, we extend our deepest sympathies and 
condolences in the wake of the terrible attack on the 
Church of St Peter and St Paul in Egypt.
We unreservedly condemn all acts of terrorism 
perpetrated against the Coptic community and stand 
in solidarity with you in resisting the extremist forces 
which target Coptic Christians.
Our thoughts are with the families of the bereaved and 
we pray for the speedy recovery of the injured.
 
If you would like to include our message at tonight’s 
prayer service, we would be honoured. Please be 
assured of our community's support during this 
diffi  cult time.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 
Jeremy Spinak, President;  and Vic Alhadeff , Chief 
Executive Offi  cer
NSW Jewish Board of Deputies
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The Diocese of Syndey and Affiliated Regions will conduct a spiritual and historical honorarium as a tribute for the Martyrs of St Peter & St Paul’s \
Coptic Orthodox church (El Botrosia) in Cairo, who were killed as a result of the terrorist attack on Sunday 11th December 2016.

With the blessing of HH Pope Tawadrous II and with the special invitation of HG Bishop Daniel, we will have the honour of meeting with
the families and parents of two of the Martyrs as guests of honour, representing all the families of the martyrs who died as a result of the attack.

Thr blessed tribute will be held in the Diocese of Sydney during the period of 5-19th FebruarThr blessed tribute will be held in the Diocese of Sydney during the period of 5-19th February. The first of these tributes will be held for the Churches 
in East of Sydney on 5th February. The second at Brisbane, Queensland on 12th February and the third for the Churches in Western Sydney on 19th February

Holy Masses will be prayed during these tributes in the churches that will be named in a future program.

All proceeds to your borthers and sisters in Christ, will be recieved by HH Pope Tawadrous, who will pass them on to the needy families in Egypt

Join us in welcoming the parents and families representing the martyrs. 

For more information contact Rev FrFor more information contact Rev Fr Tadros Samaan 0414615639/John Nour 0418607391 (Diocese Public Relations Secretary)

IN HONOUR OF THE CHURCH OF MARTYRS and the MARTYRS
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112-879
465 556 041
Exodus Youth Worx

Engaged with over 45,000 youth
Helped 50% with intense case work
Trained 40 iWorx trainees
Found homes for 203 youth
Welcomed more than 100
volunteers

WHO WE ARE
Since opening in 2003, Exodus Youth Worx has
grown from a small gathering of youth at a park to a
recognised youth agency helping young people and
families who are facing many challenges such as
homelessness, drug and alcohol dependency,
neglect and other forms of abuse. 

HOW TO HELP

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au

BSB:
ACC NO:

ACC NAME:

During these years we have:

Eastern Churches of Australia Metropolitans and Bishops off ering condolences to HG Bishop Daniel and the Coptic Church in the event 
of the bomb explotion that killler more than 25 people in St Peter and St Paul ( E l Botrosia)AAChurch at Abassia Cairo.

EASTERN CHURCHES PRAYER VIGIL
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