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“THE MAN WHO WAS BORN 
BLIND” (JOHN 9: 1-41 )

Today we are in the 6th week of 
the Great Lent, and the gospel 
reading of today is speaking to 
us about the miracle Jesus did 
in giving sight to the man who 
was born blind. Just like in the 
story of the Samaritan woman 
and the man who was paralysed 
for 38 years, this story is special 
for us because it shows us the 
great love and concern Jesus 
has for all people, especially 
those who are weak and needy. 
Jesus came into the world to 
give light to those who are sitting 
in darkness. He takes notice of 
everyone's situation, even when 
other people don't notice, and 
He is aware of our prayers and 
desires, and in His time, He 
responds. 

In this story, we see the 
compassion of our beloved Lord 
Jesus Christ, towards this poor 
blind man. It says that "Jesus 
saw him", which means that 
Jesus took notice of him and his 
situation, even when others did 
not take any notice of him. Jesus 
saw him and was concerned 
about him. And even though the 
blind man could not see Jesus, 
Jesus saw him and knew his 
prayers and his needs. The care 
that Jesus showed this man, and 
many other people who were in 
need, should also encourage us 
to be caring people and to help 
those in need.

In this story, 3 important 
interactions took place:

1. the fi rst was the 
conversation that Jesus had 
with His disciples when He fi rst 
saw the blind man
2. the second is the miracle 
that Jesus did when He cured 
the blind man 

3. And the third is the 
conversation that Jesus had 

with the blind man after he was 
cured.

1. But fi rst, let us look at the 
conversation Jesus had with His 
disciples when they fi rst saw the 
blind man:

⁜ The disciples immediately 
asked Jesus “Who sinned? This 
man or his parents?”. Here we 
see the diff erence between 
Jesus and the disciples: Jesus 
looked at the poor man with 
compassion. The disciples also 
looked at the poor man, but did 
not even move Jesus to heal him. 
Instead, they asked questions. 
Their question reminds us that 
many times people are more 
interested to know the faults 
of others instead of looking at 
themselves. To judge ourselves 
is our duty, but to judge another 
is our sin.

⁜ Let us consider the 
response Jesus gave: we notice 
that He is always quick to teach 
His disciples. He said: “Neither 
has this man sinned, nor his 
parents, but that the works of 
God may be made manifest in 
him.”   Here Jesus is teaching 
them: that sometimes the 
intention of illness is to glorify 
God and reveal His works. This is 
because, through healing, God 
reveals Himself and declares His 
glory. This reminds us of how 
God permitted the fall of man 
and the blindness that followed 
after that, in order for the works 
of God to be revealed in opening 
the eyes of the blind.

2. The second point is the 
miracle that Jesus did when He 
cured the blind man. 

i) The method that our beloved 
Lord Jesus Christ used in healing 
this blind man is signifi cant. 
He could have healed him with 
just one word, but the Lord is 
showing us that everything He 
does, He does for a reason.

⁜ The 1st thing we notice 
is that the Lord put clay to the 
blind man’s eyes, but why? It is 
a known fact that if you put clay 

on a surface, such as the skin, 
it will dry up and close the skin. 
So why did the Lord use this 
method? Perhaps He did this 
because He wants us to feel our 
own dryness and blindness and 
sin before He gives us sight and 
healing. St Paul in his conversion 
was “struck blind” for 3 days and 
then the scales fell from his eyes. 
And then after his conversion, 
St Paul tells us that in order 
for us to get spiritual wisdom, 
“Let a man become a fool that 
he may be wise” (1 Corinthians 
3:18). Therefore, in the same way 
that clay dries and closes up 
the surface, we must be aware 
of our blindness and burden of 
sin in order for us to be healed, 
through repentance, to see the 
light.

⁜ Putting the clay or the 
eye-salve on the blind man’s 
eyes, symbolises the healing and 
opening of the eyes of the mind 
and the heart to the word of the 
Lord. It is only when we come 
to know our beloved Lord Jesus 
Christ that our eyes are opened, 
and this is the purpose of the 
Gospel – to open our eyes to the 
truth. The eye-salve that helps 
us to see, has been personally 
made by our Lord – it is made 
up of His holy, redeeming blood 
and water that came forth from 
His pierced side. So we must 
come to the Lord Jesus in order 
that He may put on us His eye-
salve so that we may be able to 
see. 

ii) The Lord then tells the blind 
man to “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam”. The Lord here used 2 
important phrases:

⁜ Number 1: He told the 
man to “Go” : symbolically, the 
Lord is telling each one of us 
to ‘Go’, search the scriptures, 
pray, attend spiritual meetings, 
seek the advice of your spiritual 
fathers, in order that you may 
overcome spiritual blindness 
and come close to God.  

⁜ Number 2: He told the 
man to “wash”: in other words, 
be cleansed and be purifi ed. 

The washing symbolises the 
waters of baptism through which 
we are buried and risen up with 
Christ. And it also represents the 
spiritual cleansing that happens 
with tears of repentance. And 
for this reason, repentance is 
called the “second baptism”. 
The washing and re-generation 
also symbolises the blood of 
the Lord, through which we are 
saved and have eternal life.

⁜ But there is also another 
reason why the Lord asked the 
blind man to go and wash in the 
pool, and that is because the 
Lord was testing his obedience. 
The Lord made the miracle 
on the Sabbath Day, which 
according to Jewish law was 
forbidden, so the Lord wanted to 
test if the blind man would listen 
to Him and risk being punished 
by the elders in the Synagogue. 
And of course, the man obeyed 
the Lord. This shows us that 
whoever comes into contact 
with the Lord and experiences 
His love, must live and abide by 
His commandments. 

⁜ In this verse, it is 
interesting to note that St John 
mentions the signifi cance of the 
name of the pool, which is called 
‘Siloam’, meaning ‘Sent’. Jesus 
Christ is often called the “Sent 
of God” or the “Messenger of 
God” (Malachi 3:1). So what this 
means is that when Jesus sent 
the blind man to wash in the 
pool, He was in fact sending the 
blind man to Himself, because 
Jesus is all in all, and the healing 
and salvation of all our souls. 
Therefore, Jesus directs us to 
Himself saying, asking us to go 
wash in the fountain of life. 

⁜ And after the blind man 
went and washed, he came 
back seeing. When he washed 
the clay from his eyes, all the 
other dirt was removed as well, 
and so he was able to see. This 
is just like when we are washed 
with tears of repentance, all our 
sins disappear, and we come 
out illuminated and enlightened 
and refreshed, and able to see 
the glory of God once more.
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This poor blind man went to 
the pool weak, and came back 
strong. He went in sadness, 
and came back rejoicing. He 
went trembling, and came back 
victorious. He went blind and 
came back seeing.

3. And the fi nal point is the 
conversation that Jesus had 
with the blind man after he was 
healed.

Jesus knew that when the 
Pharisees saw and heard the 
confession of the blind man, 
they rejected him and cast him 
out. For this reason we are told 
that Jesus went to search for 
him. This shows us some very 
important aspects about our 
beloved Lord Jesus Christ:

i) He loved this man very 
much, and knowing that he was 
rejected, the Lord searched for 
him and found him, so that He 
can encourage and comfort 
him. But why? Because the 
blind man witnessed for Christ 
and spoke bravely about Him. 
What this means for us is that:

- Jesus will always support 
and comfort those who witness 
for Him. He keeps an account, 
and will reward each one 
according to his deeds.

ii) The next thing our Lord 
did was examine his faith by 
asking him: “Do you believe in 
the Son of God?”  By asking this, 
the Lord was asking him ‘do you 
expect His coming, and are you 
ready to receive and embrace 
Him when He is revealed to 
you?’ This poor man showed his 
willingness to accept and believe 
and embrace the Messiah, and 
so he said: “Who is He Lord that 
I may believe?”

iii) The Lord then immediately 
revealed Himself saying, “You 
have both seen Him and it is 
He who is talking to you.”  This 
proves to us that if we honestly 
seek and desire the Lord, He will 
reveal Himself to us, just like in 
the situation with the Samaritan 
woman.  By faith, we see Jesus 
and we see His beauty and His 
glory and His love for us. And 
at the same time, Jesus talks to 
us by His word and Spirit, if we 
desire Him – just like the way He 

spoke to the 2 disciples after the 
resurrection and warmed their 
hearts.  Jesus is always near 
to those who seek Him, even if 
they are not aware.  

iv) As a result, the man 
who was blind replied: “Lord, 
I believe.”  He fi rst believed 
with the heart and therefore 
he confessed with his mouth, 
and so he “worshipped Him”,  
therefore he was acknowledging 
Jesus as God. 

v) The Lord then said to 
him a very important statement, 
which is: “For judgement I have 
come into this world that those 
who do not see may see and 
those who see may be made 
blind”…  In this statement, Jesus 
speaks about the reason why 
He came into the world: and He 
says “for judgement”. He came 
to put in order the administration 
and aff airs of the kingdom of 
God on Earth, and He has been 
given authority to do this. Here 
Jesus is speaking as a king 
upon a throne, and as a judge 
upon the bench. The 1st point is 
concerning judgement:

� He came for judgement, 
meaning – 

a) He came to preach, and give 
the doctrine and law which would 
test humankind and distinguish 
those who are true to Him and 
those who aren’t; 

b) And as a judge, He came to 
introduce the Christian faith, and 
this was a great revolution.

c) And as a judge, the 
Lord explains this truth by 
corresponding it with His recent 
miracle: “That those who might 
not see may see, and there who 
see might be made blind.” 

- In this verse, Jesus is 
referring to Himself that He came 
into the world to give sight to 
those who were spiritually blind, 
so that many precious souls 
might be turned from darkness 
to light.

Glory be to the Lord forever, Amen.
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    Urgent Update  
          On the Status of the Former  

         St Mary Coptic Church Sydenham NSW 

Australian Coptic Heritage and Community Services (ACHCS) Is a registered not for profit 
community based organisation which has been working tirelessly over the past sixteen months, 
lobbying and liaising with various politicians on Federal, State and Local levels to ensuring that the 
first Coptic Church in Australia located in Sydenham is preserved for future generations.  

ACHCS has met with Mr Richard Pearson the administrator of the Inner West City Council 
(formerly Marrickville City Council) on two occasions, 12 September 2016 and 3rd of March 2017.  
At this recent meeting with Mr Pearson, ACHCS was informed that the council is still considering 
demolishing of the historic premises at Sydenham.  

The administrator of the newly amalgamated Inner City Council advised ACHCS that they 
will advise of a decision about the future of the church by mid-April 2017. The                     
administrator stated that there would be one of an expected two outcomes: 
 

1. Demolition in accordance to the previous decision of the former Marrickville council 
            or 
2. A new tender process which would take a further 4 years.  

 
We are concerned and disappointed that the Inner-West Council has taken this position after all this time during which 
it seemed that they were cooperative and willing to consider the preservation of the church. 
 
ACHCS was given access to the church in September 2016 to allow engineers and project management companies to 
go be able to adequately assess the current state and structure of the building and required works.  Thus, ACHCS was 
able to provide the Inner West Council with a fully itemised quote for the complete renovation of the church to make it 
suitable for use for just over $2 million, because of the generous contribution from supporters and members of the 
Coptic Community. 
 
We are continuing to liaise with the Premiers office, Minister for Local Government and Heritage as well as other 
federal and state MPs in regards to the current situation with the church and relationships with the council to gain 
support to find a solution to preserve the church. 
 
Professor Paul Ashton in regards to the church at Sydenham stated: 
“The former St Mary and St Mina Coptic Orthodox Church is the most powerful material symbol of the critical role that religio

….
between religion and ethnicity in Orthodox Christian Communities and the Church’s role in the maintenance of traditiona
language and values…..It is recognised as the ‘mother church’ – –
Church which directly fostered around half of Sydney’s eighteen Coptic Churches ……

powerful and significant tangible memory place.’ 
 
ACHCS Will continue to update you on the situation as developments occur. 
 

What you can do to support and assist ACHCS: 
We encourage all concerned members of the Coptic community and Marrickville Community to support the work of the 
Australian Coptic Heritage and Community Services (ACHCS) by writing to: 

1. Premier of NSW.  
2. Minister for Local Government & Heritage,  
3. Mr Richard Pearson the Administrator of Inner West Council. 

   

 

4. Federal MPs in your area 
5. State MPs  

 
(Sample letters are on our Facebook page to make it easier for you to write to officials mentioned above).  
 

You can keep updated with the work of ACHC by: 
1.  Liking and following our Facebook page (Australian Coptic Heritage and community Services)  
2. Visiting the ACHCS website (www.achcs.com.au) 
 
ACHCS is supported by Coptic community leaders and Organisations around Australia as the peak body 
lobbying to preserve Australian Coptic Heritage and the St Mary & St Mina Coptic church at Sydenham NSW.  
 

His Grace Bishop Suriel – Bishop of Melbourne and Affiliated Regions Stated: 
“The Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria and the Diocese of Melbourne and its Affiliated regions, together with 
Australian Coptic Heritage and Community Services (ACHCS) call on your honourable self to take immediate action 
towards the preservation of this site. This building is significant not only to the Coptic Community, both in Australia and 
globally, but also to the early Methodist believers who built this Building in 1884. It is sacred not only due to the fact 
that it is the only building left standing in Sydenham under the flight corridor, but it is also a memorial site to men and 
women who fought and died for Australia in World War One and World War two” 
 

His Grace Bishop Angaelos – General Bishop UK stated: 
“This historic site not only holds sentimental value for the many thousands of Coptic Christians like myself who have 
enjoyed it as a spiritual home over decades, but I believe it has also contributed to Australia's rich heritage since its 
establishment in 1969. The original site was purchased during the papacy of the late (now canonised) Pope Kyrillos VI 
in 1969, and was visited and nurtured by the late Pope Shenouda Ill, individuals renown worldwide for their faithful 
contribution to Christian teaching and inter-Church relations.” 
 

His Grace Bishop Daniel – Bishop of Sydney and Affiliated Regions Stated: 
“By demolishing this site, Marrickville Council is deleting the birth and settlement of the Australian Coptic People in 
Australia and eradicating international, national, state and local religious and cultural history.” 
 

His Grace Bishop Anba Daniel – Bishop and Abbot of St Shenouda Monastery stated: 
“The preservation of this historic building would also assist the preservation of the heritage and history of Coptic 
migration from Egypt to the rest of the world. Preserving this treasured building, would also afford the peak body and 
not-for-profit organisation, Australian Coptic Heritage and Community Services (ACHCS) the opportunity to serve 
Australians in need of crisis, hardship and other essential types of social service.” 
 

The Hon Rev Fred Nile – Christian Democratic Party 
“No church in Australia should be demolished!  I prayed at this church in the 60’s and 70’s before and after it was 
acquired by the Coptic Church community.  The church is significant to Methodists, Copts and as a war memorial. I 
support ACHCS’s work in preserving the Coptic Church at Sydenham” 
 

For more information or enquires ACHCS can be contacted on 0479 042 733 or by email 
at austcopticheritagecs@gmail.com  

 

The ACHCS Team 
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Coptic Orthodox Church
Diocese of Sydney and Affiliated Regions

Papal Visit 2017
Church Membership Form (to be filled in by people 15 years and over)

Please fill in the information below in English and as shown on the Driver license or Passport.

Church: ________________________________________________________________

Title: Mr Mrs Miss Master Gender: M F

Address
Street

Suburb
State Postcode

Home Tel No:  ( 0 ) Mobile Tel: 0 4

Email address: _______________________________________________________________

First Name Last Name M/F Date of Birth Mobile No
Disability

(Y/N)
(Optional)

Spouse

Child 1

Child 2

Child 3

Child 4

Child 5

PLEASE FILL IN THE BACK OF THIS FORM AS WELL  

First Name:

Last Name

Country Of Birth

Preferred Language

Confession Father
(Optional)

Denomination Coptic Orthodox Other (Specify)

Disability (optional) Yes No

Day Month Year

Date of Birth: / /

ATTACH
PHOTOS

HERE

We would like to attend the following functions:

Sydney – Youth meeting – Friday evening

Sydney - Holy Liturgy – Saturday morning

Sydney – General Reception – Saturday evening

Date, time and location of these events will be announced at a later date.

Privacy and Personal Information - Collection, Use and Disclosure of Personal Information

The Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions needs to collect, use and disclose personal information 
generally for pastoral and administrative purposes. Not providing us with this personal information may affect our ability to
serve our Coptic congregation. 

By providing your personal information to us you acknowledge and consent to:

 The collection and use of your personal information for the Sydney Diocese’s database for the Coptic Orthodox.

 The disclosure of your personal information on a confidential basis to the Coptic Patriarchate of Egypt, Bishop of the 
Coptic Sydney Diocese, priests, church committees, bodies and persons deemed concerned with the issue by the Bishop 
of the Coptic Sydney Diocese and representatives of these; and

 Where you provide personal information to us about another person, you are authorised to provide that information to us, 
and you will inform that person who we are, how we use and disclose their information, and that they can gain access to 
that information (unless doing so would pose a serious threat to the life or health of any individual).

DECLARATION 

I acknowledge and consent to the collection, use and disclosure of my personal information as per the Privacy and Personal 
Information section above.

We declare that we have read and agree to the confidentiality clauses shown above.

Signature: ------------------------------------------------------ Date: -------/-----/ 2017

Spouse Signature:----------------------------------------------Date: -------/-----/ 2017

Priest Confirmation

Name: -------------------------------------------------------------------
Signature: ------------------------------------------------------ Date: -------/-----/ 2017

Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of  Sydney and Affi  liated Regions

Papal Visit 2017
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION

As previously announced every member of the congregation must register and get a Church Membership Card 
to be allowed entry to any function held during the visit of HH Pope Tawadrous II later this year.

There are 3 main stages in this process:
1) Registering your details either electronically or manually.
2) A Church Membership Card with your photo will be printed.
3) The Church membership card to be collected at your Church.

Starting from 2/4/2017 both systems for registration will be open, 
you need to complete your registration by 14/5/2017 to allow enough time for printing & distribution of the cards.

ELECTRONIC REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
1) On your computer or smart mobile go to 

https://www.hisvine.com/
2) Enter all the information as requested.
3) Take a photo of yourself and every other member of your 

family as requested and submit application.
4) Site will be closed at 11:59 pm on Sunday 14/5/2017

MANUAL REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
1) Collect a form from your Church
2) Fill in the form as per your driver’s license or passport
3) Attach a photo of yourself, your spouse and children 

under the age of 15.
4) Hand in your completed form to your Church Treasurer.
5) No forms will be accepted after 14/5/2017

For all enquiries please contact the treasurer at your Church



Copts’ News24th Baramhat 1733

Published by the Diocese of Sydney & its Affi  liated Regions 5
 

         

Date: Sunday 4th June 2017 

        Time: 6:00pm 

Location: Bowman Hall,  

Campbell St., Blacktown 

        Ticket donations: $30 

Needy Dinner 
Night 

4 
2017 Ju

ne
 

SPIRITUAL PLAY 
OPEN BUFFET DINNER 

Q&A 
PRIZES TO WIN ON THE DAY 
COME AND INVITE OTHERS 

 

One who is gracious to a poor man lends 
to the LORD, And He will repay him for 

his good deed. Proverbs 19:17 
 

For Donations: 
St Mary &St George Charity, CBA 
BSB: 062174  
Acct #: 10016969 
 

For enquiries or to purchase tickets, contact  
 Mina 0433 386 822 or Rasha 0414 361 404 

ALL PROCEEDS GO 
TO THE NEEDY 
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"Therefore	if	the	Son	makes	you	free,	you	shall	be	free	indeed."	

John	8:36	

		

Queensland	Coptic	Orthodox	Churches	invite	you	all	to	be	part	of	Fr	
Daoud	Lamei’s		2nd	Qld	Spiritual	Conference	29th	of	April	to	1st	of	

May	2017	

A	Spiritual	Banquet	at	a	State	of	Art	Conference	Venue	-	Marriott	
Resort	-Surfers	Paradise	-Gold	Coast.	

Prices	include	accommodation	and	all	meals	for	the		whole		duration	
of	the		conference	

Prices	listed	are	per	person	

For	Reservations	and	Bookings		

	Please	Contact	Dr	Emile	Malek-	Mobile	:	0411300180.	

																	or	Mrs	Margo	Salama-	Mobile	:	0433253830														

for	more	details	please	visit	the	conference		Facebook	Page	

Facebook	Page	:	

Fr	Daoud	Lamei	QLD	Conference	2017	

Facebook	Address	

www.Facebook.com\FrDaoudLameiQLD2017	

Reservations	Close	Sunday	9th	of	April	2017	

Come,	Bring	your	Family	and	invite	others	to	Enjoy	this	Spiritual	
Conference.	
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The Holy Land
st kyrillos vi and st a. habib gergis

HOLY LAND TRIP MAY 2017
From 30/04/2017 - 09/05/2017

Total Cost A$3,150.00
Please Contact Amal Rezkalla on: 0420 575 127

Registration Cut off  date: 28/03/2017

St Mary and St Verena’s Monastery for Nuns, 
Leura NSW 

Schedule for the Great and Holy 
Week of Pascha 2017 

All ladies welcome - Please contact Omena Katrina 
on 0402791863 before coming.

7/4 Concluding Friday of 
the Great and Holy 
Forty Days of Lent 

11:00am - 
3:00pm

Divine Liturgy for the Concluding Friday of the Fast with the Service of the 
Unction of the Sick

8/4 Lazarus Saturday 9:00am - 
11:30am 
6:30pm - 
11:30pm

Matins and the Divine Liturgy 

Vespers and Tasbeha for the Glorious Feast of the Entry into Jerusalem

9/4 Palm Sunday 

Eve of Great and Holy 
Monday

9:00am - 
1:00pm 

2:00pm - 
3:00pm 

6:00pm - 
9:30pm

Matins with the Procession of the Cross and the Divine Liturgy 

General Funeral 

Paschal Hours for the Eve of Holy Monday

10/4 Great and Holy Monday 9:00am - 
12:30am 
6:00pm - 
9:00pm

Paschal Hours for Great and Holy Monday 

Paschal Hours for the Eve of Great and Holy Tuesday

11/4 Great and Holy Tuesday 9:00am - 
12:30am 
6:00pm - 
9:00pm

Paschal Hours for Great and Holy Tuesday 

Paschal Hours for the Eve of Great and Holy Wednesday

12/4 Great and Holy 
Wednesday

9:00am - 
12:30am 
6:00pm - 
9:00pm

Paschal Hours for Great and Holy Wednesday 

Paschal Hours for the Eve of Great and Holy Thursday

13/4 Great and Holy 
Thursday

8:00am - 
2:00pm 

6:00pm - 
9:30pm

Matins and the Paschal Hours of Great and Holy Thursday, followed by the 
Washing of the Feet and the Divine Liturgy 

Paschal Hours for the Eve of Great and Holy Friday

14/4 - 
15/4

Great and Holy Friday 

Great and Holy 
Saturday 

8:00am - 
5:00pm 

10:00pm - 
5:00am

The Paschal Hours Service for Great and Holy Friday 

 
Vigil of Great and Holy Saturday of Light, the Apocalypse Service and the 
Divine Liturgy 

15/4 - 
16/4

Great and Holy 
Saturday through to the 

Dawn of the Glorious 
Sunday of the 
Resurrection 

11:00pm - 
5:00am

Festal Tasbeha followed by Matins Raising of Incense and the Divine Liturgy 
for the Glorious Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ

17/4 Bright Monday - Sham 
El Nessim

9:00am - 
11:00am

Divine Liturgy commemorating the Two Disciples of Emmaus

       

 
      St George & Prince Theodore Coptic Orthodox Church | Diocese of Sydney | 41 Kennedy Street, Liverpool, NSW 2170      
 

 

   

 

St. George & Prince Theodore - Passion Week & the Feast of the 
Holy Resurrection 2017 Program           (Arabic/English Services) 

Date  Morning 
Service 

Time   Evening 
Service 

Time 

Fri.   
(07/04/2017) 
 

Unction of the 
Sick + Holy Liturgy 

1st Liturgy: 07:00 ‐12:00pm
2nd Liturgy:01:00 ‐06:00pm
(Combined Service Arab.& Eng.)* 

Youth Meeting
 
 

8:00 ‐ 11:00pm

Sat.  
(08/04/2017) 
 

Lazarus Sat. 
Holy Liturgy 

6:00 ‐ 08:30am
(Combined Service Arab.& Eng.)* 

Vespers
(Palm Sunday) 

6:00 ‐ 09:00pm
(Combined Service  
Arab.& Eng.)* 

Sun.  
(09/04/2017) 
 

Palm Sunday 
(Holy Liturgy   + 
General Funeral) 

A) 8:00am ‐ 01:00pm
E) 8:00am ‐ 12:30pm 
 

Pascha Service
(Mon. Eve) 

A)5:30 ‐ 09:00pm
E)5:30 ‐ 09:00pm 
 

Mon.     
(10/04/2017) 
 

Pascha Service 
 

1st Service: 06:00‐ 07:00am
2nd Service: 9:00 ‐ 12:00pm 
(Combined Service Arab.& Eng.)* 

Pascha Service
(Tues. Eve) 

A)6:00 ‐ 09:00pm
E)6:00 ‐ 09:00pm 
 

Tues.   
(11/04/2017) 
 

Pascha Service 
 

1st Service: 06:00‐ 07:00am
2nd Service: 9:00 ‐ 12:00pm 
(Combined Service Arab.& Eng.)* 

Pascha Service
(Wed. Eve) 

A)6:00 ‐ 09:00pm
E)6:00 ‐ 09:00pm 
 

Wed .  
(12/04/2017) 
 

Pascha Service 
 

1st Service: 06:00‐ 07:00am
2nd Service: 9:00 ‐ 12:00pm 
(Combined Service Arab.& Eng.)* 

Pascha Service
(Thurs. Eve) 

A)6:00 ‐ 09:00pm
E)6:00 ‐ 09:00pm 
 

Thurs  
(13/04/2017) 
 

Covenant Thurs. 
(Lakhan Prayers + 
Holy Liturgy) 

(Raising  Incense‐  Combined 
Service Arab.& Eng.)* 
07:00 ‐ 10:30am 
(Lakhan  Prayers  –  Combined 
Service Arab.& Eng.)* 
10:30 – 12:00pm 
(Liturgies) 
A) 12:00pm ‐ 02:00pm 
E) 12:00pm ‐ 01:30pm 
 

Pascha Service
(Fri. Eve) 

A)5:30 ‐ 09:30pm
E)5:30 ‐ 09:00pm 
 

Fri. 
(14/04/2017) 
 

Good Friday   A)8:00am ‐ 05:30pm
E)8:00am ‐ 05:30pm 
 

Apocalypse
(The Book of 
Revelations) 

12:00am – 5:00am
(Saturday Morning) 
 

Sat.  
(15/04/2017) 
 

Holy Liturgy 
(Bright Sat.) 

5:00 ‐ 07:00am
(Combined Service Arab.& Eng.)* 

Holy Liturgy 
(Glorious Feast of 
the Resurrection) 

A)6:00 – 11:30pm
E) 6:00 ‐ 11:30pm 
 

Christ is Risen  | Truly Indeed He is Risen 
(Combined Service Arab. & Eng.)* ‐ Arab. & Eng. services to be combined in Main Church | A) Arabic Service | E) English Service 
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HOLY DAYS AND HOLY TIMES
Although all life should be holy, 
God has appointed for us holy 
days and times. If we are trained 
to keep these days holy, we will 
take them as examples for the 
rest of the days…

Because man perhaps cannot 
practically be permanently 
cautious or in steady enthusiasm 
all the days of his life, God laid 
stress on certain days. He said 
in the Book of Leviticus that they 
are the proclaimed day of the 
“Holy Convocation” (Lev. 23:1).

God said that these days 
belong to Him. “You shall not 
do any work� They are days of 
Holy Convocation” (Lev. 23:3). 
The scripture says: “Then God 
blessed the seventh day” (Gen. 
2:3). God gave these days 
special importance although all 
days are for Him, and all life is 
for Him.

In order that it may not be 
understood by some people 
that this is the law of the Old 
Testament, St. John, the apostle 
said in Revelation: “I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day” (Rev. 
1:10).

Although he was an apostle 
and all his life was consecrated 
and devoted to God, yet he 
talked bout the “day for the 
Lord,” a day which had special 
sacredness, on which the gates 
of Heaven were opened and on 
which he saw the throne of God, 
the angels and groups of the 
Heavenly Hosts.

The times of the life of man are 
not all of the same standard. 
There are days which have 
special sanctity. There is no 
doubt that the day on which 
God appeared to Paul of Tarsus 
on the way to Damascus, and 
talked to him, reprimanded him 
and chose him, was a holy day 
which had a special stamp on 
the life of the saint. There is no 
doubt that the times at which he 
climbed us to the third Heaven 
and saw things that cannot be 
talked about, were extraordinary 
times which had special sanctity.

As it is in the life of the individual 
so is it in the life of the whole 
church. The day on which God 
granted us His body, His blood 

and said: “Do this in My memory,” 
is a sacred day diff erent from the 
rest of the days.

The day on which the Lord 
was crucifi ed for our sake, and 
redeemed the whole world, is a 
sacred day that is distinguished 
from all the other days.

Indeed we always mention 
salvation and redemption, 
but the sixth hour has special 
sanctity each day. Friday of 
each week also has special 
sanctity. The passion week of 
each year has special sanctity 
and reminiscences. Indeed they 
are holy times.

God gave us diff erent kinds of 
holy days, among which there 
are day s for just such as the 
feasts, and days of humiliation 
in front of Him. All are holy 
days. For the sake of God we 
rejoice and for His sake we are 
humiliated. All those feeling are 
holy.

The days of fasting are holy 
because in them there is self-
control and the supremacy of 
the spirit overt he body. They 
are times of prayer, worship and 
closeness to God. This is why 
we are sanctifi ed with all that.

The days of penitence are holy 
times in the eyes of God because 
they are times of reconciliation 
with Him. In their tears and 
gloominess they are holy days 
before God, like the days of 
feasts in their joy and praise.

The times of prayer are also 
sacred because in them there 
is a special relation with God. 
Prayer sanctifi es time. As the 
times I sanctifi ed by individual 
prayer, so it si also sanctifi ed in 
group prayer.

If there are certain times 
necessitated by organization or 
divine disposition for the meeting 
of all people for worship or 
meditation, these times are also 
assigned holy times. We say this 
in spite of the fact that the whole 
life of man is consecrated for 
God, but there is a time that is 
more elevated than other times.

As God has sanctifi ed certain 
times, so has He sanctifi ed 

certain places. God said to 
Moses the Prophet: “Remove 
your sandals from your feet, 
for the place on which you are 
standing is holy ground” (Ex. 
3:5).

It is true that God exists in every 
place and He said: “Wherever 
two or three meet together in 
My name, there I will be in their 
midst.” However, the place of 
the holy thorn bush had special 
sanctity. In the same way we 
can’t talk about he holiness 
of a place in the Tabernacle of 
Meetings, that is the “Holy of 
Holies.” None could enter that 
place except that archpriest, 
once a year.

We talk in the New Testament 
about the church, the sanctuary 
and the altar with various grades 
of holiness. If sin is committed 
by any person at the sacred time 
or in a sacred place, it will be 
more dreadful and more defi led.

The sin of the sons of ‘Eli’ the 
priest was more atrocious before 
God and it deserved an equal 
punishment because it was 
committed in a holy place. So 
was the sin for which Fienhaas 
took revenge, and then the Lord 
blessed Fienhass.

Although sin is ugly wherever it is 
committed, yet the committing of 
the sin in a holy place indicates, 
in addition to sin, a contempt of 
the sanctity of the place. It is also 
a proof of the cruelty of the heart 
and makes the sinner liable for 
more severe punishment.

To commit sin during the period 
of fast is more awful than on 
an ordinary day, because it 
indicates disrespect of fasting 
and its sanctity. It also indicates 
that the sinner does not benefi t 
from the spirituality of fasting. 
In this respect it is a complex 
wrong act that includes a group 
of mistakes.

In the same way, sin which is 
committed after partaking from 
the Holy Communion or on the 
same day, indicates disdain of 
communion.

It is assumed that the holy 
days have a special infl uence 
that elevates man upwards. If 

a man is not elevated, or if he 
does not remain in his position 
but goes downward with sing, 
this indicates greater ugliness in 
disrespect of the sanctity of the 
holy days and their infl uence.

The attention paid by the church 
to certain days like the sacred 
forty days of the great lent, 
caused it to make preparations 
for this holy period, by assigning 
another week of fasting during 
which a person gives himself 
training so that he may enter into 
the forty holy days with a ready 
heart.

You may ask yourselves: “What 
kind of fasting do we keep?”

There are some people who fast 
because of a certain problem. 
Their fasting will have its effi  cacy 
in heaven and earth. How then 
would be then eff ect of fasting of 
thousands or millions of people, 
all at the same time.

What is important is that people 
should fast with the spiritual 
means that are suitable for 
fasting. I like the statement of 
Joel, the prophet: “Consecrate 
a fast,” that is to say that is not 
an ordinary fast. It is not merely 
abstention from good, but it is 
a spiritual holy fast that has its 
eff ect in front of God and man.

This fast is sanctifi ed by the 
prayers that are off ered, the 
readiness of the heart and by 
being in the presence of God 
and because of penitence.

Fasting without penitence is 
not a holy fast. The element of 
penitence in fasting is more 
important than abstention from 
good. The times of penitence, 
even without fasting, are sacred 
times. They are times of joy on 
the part of God and His angels 
in Heaven. The Scripture says 
“that there is great rejoicing 
in Heaven when one sinner 
repents.” How would it be then 
if there was penitence for all the 
people, accompanied by fasting 
and prayer?

The times of service are also 
holy times, because in them the 
kingdom of God is built up and 
many souls are drawn from afar 
to dwell in it.

by His Holiness Pope Shenouda III
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THE BEAUTY OF ORTHODOXY I

Our view of Orthodox faith and 
worship is misconstrued – we 
think of it as dry, constraining, 
even bitter. To understand it, we 
need to go back to the grass 
roots – what is Orthodoxy? What 
are its main characteristics? This 
article is the first in a series on 
“The Orthodox Life.”

To understand Orthodoxy and 
its main characteristics, we 
need to go back even further. 
Orthodoxy does not survive in 
a vacuum; it is the LIFE of the 
Orthodox Church.

So, we must first ask, “What is 
the Church”? What does it mean 
to us in our lives? The Church as 
we know it is that which was left 
to us by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that we may continue to live in 
His life and light and promise, 
within the teachings He gave 
to His disciples. We have this 
life and these teachings today 
because of the Church. The 
Church is much wider and bigger 
than a building – it is the Body of 
Christ, which incorporates us all 
into Him, with Him as the head.

We must look at the model of 
the Church as it started in the 
first century with the Apostles: 
how did they understand 
the Church? We must use 
Scripture, for that’s what we 
rely on most. Many people 
have a misunderstanding about 
Orthodoxy – they think we do 
not rely enough on Scripture, but 
instead rely only on dogma. That 
is completely wrong; Scripture is 
the foundation and cornerstone 
of our Church, and the basis of 
all our understanding, faith and 
tradition. Look at what Acts 2:30-
43 says about the early Church: 
“And they continued steadfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine, in 
fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.” That is 

the Church, then and now.

First, the Apostles’ doctrine – 
that is what the Lord taught them, 
to teach to us. It is important 
as the foundation of the 
Church. Second, fellowship is 
mentioned. We are all members 
in one body, as St. Paul said. 
Much of Christianity is about 
standing together in Christ. That 
fellowship might be through 
praying together in services 
and liturgies, it may be serving 
as one body or in ministry. It’s 
anything we do together under 
the umbrella of the Church, 
even when being social. Third, 
the breaking of bread – it can 
be literally the sharing of meals 
in fellowship, or it can be the 
ritual sacramental breaking of 
bread, as Christ taught us in the 
Eucharist. Finally, prayer: it’s a 
fundamental characteristic of the 
Church. We do it communally, 
ritually, individually, collectively. 
So that is the Church: the 
Apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, 
breaking of bread, and prayers.

Where did that go? The body is 
fragmented; look at the Catholic 
Church, Protestant churches 
and the various offshoots of that. 
In the first century, there was 
only One Church, with Christ as 
its head. It had various centers 
and sees, but when they came 
together in ecumenical councils 
to face heresies, they were 
“universal” (or “catholic”, which 
literally means “incorporating 
all”). Through those early 
councils, we saw the One 
Church functioning as one Body, 
but then schisms came about 
and we were fragmented…

Orthodoxy is based upon a very 
REAL relationship with God. 
I once met a gentleman who 
came to the Coptic Orthodox 
Church when he was first a 

charismatic Christian. When 
he first came, he only realized 
the “bells and smells” of the 
Church – the incense, the 
deacons, the cymbals, etc. But 
Orthodoxy is more than that 
outward appearance; its main 
characteristics lie far beneath 
that outward surface. If you go 
to the depths, you see these 
outward appearances and 
manifestations, but in their glory 
and with understanding.

What are these characteristics 
of Orthodoxy? First, Orthodoxy 
is firmly founded in Scripture. 
All the teachings of the Church 
are founded in Scripture. Some 
members of the church have an 
aversion to pursuing Scripture, 
to study the Bible, to dig deeper. 
Our church’s rituals are 70-80% 
based directly from Scripture – 
the Agpeya prayers, the language 
and institution of the Liturgy, 
their words come directly from 
the Bible. Also, we believe in a 
factual and literal reading of the 
Bible. There are three schools 
concerning Scripture: (1) the 
Bible is completely literal; (2) 
the Bible is completely symbolic 
(i.e., it can be ignored); and (3) 
the Bible is sometimes literal and 
sometimes symbolic. The third 
option is not really an option 
– we cannot pick and choose 
what to believe and what not to. 
Our interpretation is that every 
word of the Bible has meaning, 
importance and significance.

Second, there is Tradition, 
which is from the teachings and 
interpretation of the Fathers on 
Scripture. Thus, even Tradition 
(with a capital “T”) comes from 
Scripture. If you look at the 
writings of the Church Fathers, 
you will find they mention every 
verse in the Bible except for 
12 verses. The Church Fathers 
interpreted the Bible and 

handed it down to us, so that 
we may progress and hand it 
down. We also have Apostolic 
succession, which is the lineage 
of our priesthood. We can trace 
back this priesthood, knowing 
when and by whom each priest 
was ordained all the way back to 
St. Mark. For example, I know I 
was ordained by His Holiness, 
and we know who ordained him, 
and so on, all the way back to St. 
Mark, who received his mandate 
of priesthood through Christ 
Jesus Himself.

The bishops of the Church were 
successors of the Apostles 
themselves, and their priesthood 
was recognized, and by the 
authority of the Holy Spirit, they 
were given to interpret and teach 
Scripture, which then became 
the basis for the authority of the 
ecumenical councils. We, today, 
are that same Church, but we 
are in today’s environment.

In the Coptic Church, we receive 
a very ascetic attitude toward 
worship, thought and prayer. 
Our very powerful fathers – Sts. 
Cyril, Athanasius, Pakhoum, 
Shenouda, Macarius – were 
very ascetic. There is this tale 
people tell about ascetics – they 
fled persecution and went to the 
wilderness to escape. But what 
people will not tell you is that 
they withstood persecution and 
attacks by the Berbers, their walls 
were burned down, they were 
beaten and yet they persisted 
and survived. Monastic life in the 
Coptic Church is one of the most 
thriving monastic movements 
in the Christian Church today. 
Throughout many other 
churches and denominations, 
monasteries are shutting down 
because of the lack of people 
entering monastic life. 

by Bishop Angaelos

You can make fasting holy by all 
spiritual acts. Train yourself for 
the sanctity of life in these holy 
days, so that this sanctity may 
become a permanent program 
in you life. A person who trains 
himself to let his times be holy, 
will feel the value of time in his 
life. He will not permit himself at 
all to waste his time in trifling, 

useless things.

Every minute in his life its value; 
how then would be the hour and 
the day?

One of the spiritual persons 
said: “All the people who are in 
hell desire one minute of life so 
as to offer penitence in it and 
divert all the course of their life 

and fate.

And you have all this long life, 
this great treasure, not only of 
minutes but of hours and days. 
Do you appreciate the value 
of every hour? And do you do 
something equal to its value, or 
is your life lost?

Do not let your times pass, being 

barren, and not giving birth to 
something special. Do not let 
your time be cheap in your eyes. 
Do not squander it extravagantly 
in what does not benefit you or 
others.

If you have squandered your 
time in the past, you can now 
save what is remaining of your 
life.

Continued next week
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A course run by St Luke's Iconography College

Course modules include:
• The art style of the Coptic 

Icon
• The painting style of the 

icon
• A historical account of 
the icon from the time of the 

Iron Age
• The meanings behind the 

icon
• The meanings and 
placement of the cross in the 

icon
• The meanings of colours 

in the icon
• The meanings of shapes 

in the icon
• The meanings of items 

pictured with the saints

Every Saturday starts Saturday 21/02/2015 at St Demiana & St 
Athanasius Coptic Church. 

119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl. 
From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Course is free of charge, however students are to supply their own 
materials.

For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 104 740 or Mrs 
Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140

The Art Of Iconography

	  

COCOS – LOOKING FOR A NEW BASE

Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some 
have unwittingly entertained 
angels. Heb 13:2

We are reaching out to our 
network and community 
for assistance in fi nding a 
temporary place to base 
our service. We are looking 
for somewhere with a semi-
commercial kitchen to prepare 
our weekly meal every Tuesday 
that has storage space for our 
stock and equipment. 

We serve at Parramatta and 
City, and current kitchen is 
based at Guildford. If you 
need more information, or you 
know someone that may be 
able to assist please contact 
us on  info@cocos.org.au or 
0408110442.

Scan QR code for our latest 
video.

For Direct Deposits:

Bank: St George Bank
BSB: 112-879
Account No: 152760826 F o r 
cheques:

Make cheque out to ‘Coptic 
Orthodox Community Outreach 
Service’
Mail to: COCOS
PO Box 362, CAMPSIE NSW 
2194

Donations $2 and above are 
tax deductible. ABN: 35 131 
816 531
Please contact us on for more 
information.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/COCOOS/
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St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 

EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 
(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and Emile Girgis (Director and 

Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

“For I was hungry and you gave Me food. I was thirsty and you gave Me drink” (Mathew 25:35) 
 
St. Mark Nubian Foundation is kindly requesting you DONATE NOW, so as to help the Lord’s 
brethren who are dying from the sever famine in the war torn and ravished part of South Sudan. 
 
It has been estimated by United Nations that around 1.5 Million people are in desperate need of 

your immediate offerings, if they are to survive this tragic and unbearable situation. 
 
We are kindly requesting that everyone to donate promptly and generously, so that we may 
serve the increasing number of desperately needy people. 
 
Our Bank details are as follows:- 

Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc:-   493911231 
A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
Bank Name: -  St. George Bank 

 
We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward your good deed with His Heavenly 
rewards. 

 
“Therefore be merciful, as your Father also is merciful.”(Luk6:38) 

 
“He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor, his 

righteousness endures forever” (2Corn 9:9) 
 

“We can issue with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 
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