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gospeL reaDing of The

 man Who Was
 Born BLinD 

(John 9:1-38)

The gospel reading of today 
is speaking to us about the 
miracle Jesus did in giving 
sight to the man who was born 
blind. This story is special for 
us because it shows us the 
great love and concern Jesus 
has for all people, especially 
those who are weak and 
needy. It shows that He takes 
notice of everyone's situation, 
even when other people don't 
notice, and He is aware of our 
prayers and desires, and in His 
time, He responds.

This story tells us about the 
great miracle that Jesus did in 
giving sight to a man who was 
born blind, but on a spiritual 
level, this story also tells us 
about how Jesus came into the 
world to give light to those who 
are sitting in darkness.

In this story, we see the 
compassion of our beloved 
Lord Jesus Christ, towards 
this poor blind man. It says 
that "Jesus saw him", which 
means that Jesus took notice 
of him and his situation, even 
when others did not take any 
notice of him. Jesus saw him 
and was concerned about him. 
And even though the blind man 
could not see Jesus, Jesus 
saw him and knew his prayers 
and his needs. The care that 
Jesus showed this man, and 
many other people who were 
in need, should also encourage 
us to be caring people and to 
help those in need.

 This story also symbolises a 
spiritual level – of how Jesus 
came into the  world to give 
light to those who are sitting in 
darkness.

• The Lord says in verse 5: “I 
am the light of the world” . 

This blind man represents the 
world, which is spiritually blind. 
And by opening the eyes of 
the blind man, the story also 
symbolises our Lord giving 
light to the world.

• A beautiful aspect of this 
story is that we read in verse 
1 that “Jesus saw him” and 
had compassion on him. 
Even though no one else 
noticed him, Jesus noticed 
him, and cared for him.

• And just like the Samaritan 
Woman and the Paralysed 
Man, the Blind Man could 
not see Jesus, but Jesus 
saw them and knew their 
needs, even without them 
asking. 

When our Lord performed the 
miracle, He fi rst put clay on the 
eyes of the blind man. But why, 
when He could heal him with 
one word?

• Clay represents blindness, 
because if you put clay on 
something, like skin, the 
clay will dry up and close 
the surface. And so the 
Lord wanted the man to 
be aware of his condition, 
so that he can be healed 

through repentance and 
receive sight.

• Also by putting the clay with 
His holy hands, the Lord is 
showing us that it was His 
same mighty hand which 
fi rst formed us out of clay.

• But because the Lord made 
this eye-salve (pronounced 
‘salv’) Himself, it was for 
healing – just like when you 
apply eye-salve to cure an 

infection. (In Revelation 3:18 
we read the words of the 
Lord Jesus Christ who said: 
“I counsel you to… anoint 
your eyes with eye-salve, 
that you may see.”)

+++

The Lord then tells the blind 
man in verse 7: “Go, wash in 
the pool of Siloam”. This verse 
is signifi cant for 3 reasons:

1: He told the man to “Go” 
: symbolically, the Lord is 
telling each one of us to ‘Go’, 
search the scriptures, pray, 
and repent, so that you can 
overcome spiritual blindness 
and come close to God.  

2: He told the man to “wash”: 
which symbolises purity and 

cleanness: 

- The washing also 
symbolises the waters of 
baptism, through which we are 
buried and risen up with Christ. 
- And it also represents the 
spiritual cleansing that happens 
with tears of repentance. And 
for this reason, repentance is 
called the “second baptism”.
- And washing also 
symbolises the blood of the 
Lord, through which we are 
saved and have eternal life.

But there is also another 
reason why the Lord asked the 
blind man to go and wash, and 
that is because the Lord was 
testing his obedience, because 
the miracle was on the Sabbath 
Day. 

Of course the blind man obeyed 
the Lord, and this shows us that 
whoever comes into contact 
with the Lord and experiences 
His love, must live and abide by 
His commandments. 

3: St John tells us that the 
name of the pool, which is 
‘Siloam’, means ‘Sent’. And so 
this pool can also symbolise 
our beloved Lord who is often 
called the “Sent of God” or the 
“Messenger of God” (Malachi 
3:1). 

- So by sending the blind 
man to wash in the pool, the 
Lord was in fact sending the 
blind man to Himself, because 
Jesus is all in all, and the 
healing and salvation of all our 
souls. 

- This poor blind man 
went to the pool weak, and 
came back strong. 
- He went in sadness, and 
came back rejoicing. 
- He went trembling, and 
came back victorious. 
- He went blind and came 
back seeing.

And so, here we see the 3 steps 
of repentance:
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1. We must “GO” in order 
to search for our beloved Lord
2. Then, we must “WASH” 
ourselves through repentance 
so that we can once again see 
the glory of God.
3. We must also abide in 
the “SENT OF GOD” so that we 
can have healing and salvation 
for our souls.

Then when the Pharisees saw 
and heard the confession of the 
blind man, they rejected him 
and cast him out. Then Jesus 
went to search for him. This 
shows us some very important 
aspects about our beloved 
Lord Jesus Christ:

• He loved this man very 
much, and knowing that 

he was rejected, the Lord 
searched for him and 
found him, so that He can 
encourage and comfort 
him. But why? Because the 
blind man witnessed for 
Christ and spoke bravely 
about Him. 

• The next thing our Lord did 
was examine his faith by 
asking him: “Do you believe 
in the Son of God?” (v 35)  
By asking this, the Lord 
was asking him  ‘do you 
expect His coming, and are 
you ready to receive and 
embrace Him when He is 
revealed to you?’ This poor 
man showed his willingness 
to accept and believe and 
embrace the Messiah, and 
so he said: “Who is He Lord 

that I may believe?”

• The Lord then immediately 
revealed Himself saying, 
“You have both seen Him 
and it is He who is talking 
to you.” (v 37) This proves to 
us that if we honestly seek 
and desire the Lord, He will 
reveal Himself to us, just 
like in the situation with the 
Samaritan woman.  By faith, 
we see Jesus and we see 
His beauty and His glory and 
His love for us. And at the 
same time, Jesus talks to us 
by His word and Spirit, if we 
desire Him – just like the way 
He spoke to the 2 disciples 
after the resurrection and 
warmed their hearts.  Jesus 
is always near to those who 
seek Him, even if they are 

not aware.  

• As a result, the man who 
was blind replied: “Lord, I 
believe.”  He first believed 
with the heart and therefore 
he confessed with his mouth, 
and so he “worshipped 
Him”, therefore he was 
acknowledging Jesus as 
God. 

May the LORD bless you all 
through the intercessions of 
our Lady Virgin St. Mary and 
the prayers of our beloved 
Father of Fathers His Holiness 
Pope Tawadros II. May the Lord 
keep him safely for many years 
to come and help him to serve 
His Kingdom on earth.

1. Some selected 
verses about the Baptism 

of Christ by John the 
Baptist, from the Four 

Gospels:

1.1: Matthew 3:15New King 
James Version (NKJV), 15 But 
Jesus answered and said to 
him, “Permit it to be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all 
righteousness.” Then he allowed 
Him.

1.2: Mark 1:9New King James 
Version (NKJV), 9 It came to 
pass in those days that Jesus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee, 
and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan.

1.3: Luke 3:21New King James 
Version (NKJV), 21 When all the 
people were baptized, it came 
to pass that Jesus also was 
baptized; and while He prayed, 
the heaven was opened.

1.4: John 1:32-34New King 
James Version (NKJV), 32 And 
John bore witness, saying, “I 
saw the Spirit descending from 
heaven like a dove, and He 
remained upon Him. 33 I did not 
know Him, but He who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, 
‘Upon whom you see the Spirit 
descending, and remaining on 
Him, this is He who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I 
have seen and testified that this 

is the Son of God.”

2. The title of the 
sermon: “The Baptism of 

Christ, its meanings”.

3. The meanings of the 
Baptism of Christ:

3.1: The Baptism of Christ, 
means the establishment of the 
first Sacrament in the Church 
of God, our baptism, and this 
baptism is not a sign, it’s the 
work of the Holy Trinity, to renew 
our fallen nature:

The first man was created by 
the Holy Trinity as we read in: 
Genesis 1:26New King James 
Version (NKJV), 26 Then God 
said, “Let Us make man in 
Our image, according to Our 
likeness.
because of this, the Lord said 
to John the Baptist: “Matthew 
3:15New King James Version 
(NKJV), 15 But Jesus answered 
and said to him, “Permit it to be 
so now, for thus it is fitting for us 
to fulfil all righteousness.” Then 
he allowed Him. 

The sentence:” for us”, is referring 
to the Holy Trinity. As the Father 
wishes, the Son creates, and 
the Holy Spirit gives life to this 
creation.

3.2: The Baptism of Christ, is to 
fulfil all righteousness:

When the Holy Trinity created the 
first man, there was something 
missing, which is the ability to 
fall in sin, and this happened, 
So the Baptism of Christ, was to 
fulfil all righteousness, and this 
exactly what happened in the 
Crucifixion of Christ , as while 
our Lord Jesus Christ was on 
the Cross, He said:” John 19:28-
30New King James Version 
(NKJV), 28 After this, Jesus, 
knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled, said, “I thirst!” 
29 Now a vessel full of sour wine 
was sitting there; and they filled 
a sponge with sour wine, put 
it on hyssop, and put it to His 
mouth. 30 So when Jesus had 
received the sour wine, He said, 
“It is finished!” And bowing His 
head, He gave up His spirit.

3.3: There is a very strong link 
between baptism and prayer, 
which is one of the means of the 
life of righteousness:

When we baptise, we will have 
the new creation, in which one 
of its pillars, is  prayer, prayer is 
the means of abiding in the Lord 
, the Lord will live in us, and  we 
communicate with Him, prayers 
can open the heaven,  and 
because of this, we note that 
St. Luke with his imperceptible 
vision, mentioned that the Lord 
was praying, during His Baptism 
by John, as we read in Luke 

3:21New King James Version 
(NKJV), 21 When all the people 
were baptized, it came to pass 
that Jesus also was baptized; 
and while He prayed, the heaven 
was opened.

3.4: Baptism is not static, it 
is a dynamic, it is continuous 
preaching of the Salvation of 
Christ, for us, to all nations:

 John the Baptist, bore witness 
to the Baptism of Christ, he 
mentioned that, He is the Son of 
God, as we read in John 1:32-
34New King James Version 
(NKJV), 32 And John bore 
witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit 
descending from heaven like a 
dove, and He remained upon 
Him. 33 I did not know Him, but 
He who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me, ‘Upon whom 
you see the Spirit descending, 
and remaining on Him, this is 
He who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit.’ 34 And I have seen and 
testified that this is the Son of 
God.”

Then, you will be able, to fulfil 
what St. Paul said in Galatians 
2:20New King James Version 
(NKJV), 20 I have been crucified 
with Christ; it is no longer I who 
live, but Christ lives in me; and 
the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.

The BapTism of ChrisT, iTs meanings
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

112-879
465 556 041
Exodus Youth Worx

Engaged with over 45,000 youth
Helped 50% with intense case work
Trained 40 iWorx trainees
Found homes for 203 youth
Welcomed more than 100
volunteers

WHO WE ARE
Since opening in 2003, Exodus Youth Worx has
grown from a small gathering of youth at a park to a
recognised youth agency helping young people and
families who are facing many challenges such as
homelessness, drug and alcohol dependency,
neglect and other forms of abuse. 

HOW TO HELP

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au

BSB:
ACC NO:

ACC NAME:

During these years we have:

Applications for Semester 1, 2018 close February
Offering undergraduate degrees incl. BTh, and postgraduate degrees  incl. Masters to PhD

 – can be studied face to face, or online anywhere in the world 

For more information go to https://stcyrils.edu.au/
e: registrar@stcyrils.edu.au  fb: https://www.facebook.com/stcyrils/

a: 72 Wollongong Rd, Arncliffe, NSW 2205  p: 02 95673076

Accredited
St Cyril’s is accredited 

through the Sydney     
College of  Divinity. 

FEE-HELP available. 
Scholarships for 2018 

open now. Enrol quickly, 
spots filling fast!

Summer Intensives
12 Lectures over two weekends in 

January and February. Units 
offered include the Alexandrian 

Legacy and Mission &     
Evangelism. Enrollments close 

December 29 and January 8, 
respectively. 

S1, 2018
Units offered include intro 
to Syriac Language, intro 
to Pastoral Theology & 
Ministry, intro to New 

Testament, intro to      
Theology, Coptic Art and 

Archeology, Coptic A 
(MQ)
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CoCos – LooKing for a neW Base

Do not forget to entertain 
strangers, for by so doing some 
have unwittingly entertained 
angels. Heb 13:2

We are reaching out to our 
network and community 
for assistance in fi nding a 
temporary place to base 
our service. We are looking 
for somewhere with a semi-
commercial kitchen to prepare 
our weekly meal every Tuesday 
that has storage space for our 
stock and equipment. 

We serve at Parramatta and 
City, and current kitchen is 
based at Guildford. If you 
need more information, or you 
know someone that may be 
able to assist please contact 
us on  info@cocos.org.au or 
0408110442.

Scan QR code for our latest 
video.

For Direct Deposits:

Bank: St George Bank
BSB: 112-879
Account No: 152760826 F o r 
cheques:

Make cheque out to ‘Coptic 
Orthodox Community Outreach 
Service’
Mail to: COCOS
PO Box 362, CAMPSIE NSW 
2194

Donations $2 and above are 
tax deductible. ABN: 35 131 
816 531
Please contact us on for more 
information.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/COCOOS/

	  

                                                                                              
St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 

EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 
(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and Emile Girgis (Director and 

Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 
“Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a 

treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor moth destroy ” (Luke 12:33) 
 

Urgent Plea 
 
The board of directors of your charitable organisation would like to inform you that our Coptic 
Orthodox church is planning to open its first primary school in the Nuba Mountains’ area. 
 
We plea to God the Father, in Jesus Christ name and through the intercession of St. Mary as 
well as all saints, who pleased God through their good deed, to crown this project with success 
and flourish. 
 
In the meantime, we kindly ask each person in our Coptic community to co-operate with us to 
raise fund for the building of St. Mark’s School for the sake of spreading and preaching the 
Christian Faith among these people. 
  
Your cheerful donation can be forwarded to our bank account with details as follows: - 
 
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc: -   493911231 
Financial Institution: - St. George Bank 
Account Name: - St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S (For overseas Donors Only) 
 
“He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord; and He will pay back what He 
has given.” (Proverb 19:17) 

 
“All Donations are Tax deductable” 

The Art Of Iconography
A course run by St Luke's 
Iconography College

Course modules include:
• The art style of the Coptic Icon
• The painting style of the icon
• A historical account of the icon 

from the time of the Iron Age
• The meanings behind the icon
• The meanings and placement 

of the cross in the icon
• The meanings of colours in the 

icon
• The meanings of shapes in the 

icon
• The meanings of items pictured 

with the saints

Every Saturday starts Saturday 10/03/2018
St Demiana & St Athanasius Coptic Church.

119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl.
From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Course is free of charge, however students 
are to supply their own materials.
For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 
104 740 or Mrs Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140
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One of my favorite pieces written 
by Pope Shenouda. It’s about 
despair in the spiritual life, which 
is something that is probably 
often relevant to the spiritually 
zealous souls who might fi nd 
some days tough.

Do not despair
“However weak your spiritual 
life may be, do not despair; for 
desperation is one of Satan’s 
wars by which he wants to 
weaken your morals and stop 
your resistance, to fall in his 
hands. 
Even though you despair of 
yourself, never despair of the 
grace of God. If your deeds 
do not lead you to repentance, 
God’s work for you might do. 
Sometimes, in your spiritual life, 
the cause of despair may be 
setting before you ideals above 
your level, or taking steps which 
do not comply with the necessary 
gradual progress. And because 
you cannot achieve what you 
want, you despair.
Therefore, it is better to put 
before you a gradual system 
within your power and abilities 
and within the gifts God gave 
you. Be aware that God wants 
only one step from you and if 
you take it He will lead you to the 
next and so on…
You might despair because you 
cannot stand before the Lord 
unless, fi rst, you make yourself 
better. It is preferable to say to 
Him I cannot reform myself and 
then come to you, but I come to 
You so you can make me better.
Do not despair if you feel that 
you do not love God. Do not say 
what is the use of all my works 
since I do not love Him! Say 
rather if I do not love God, it is 
a comfort that He loves me and 
with His love He can make me 
love Him.
If you practise the spiritual 

means but do not feel a true 
attachment to God, do not 
despair. Keep on the spiritual 
readings, even without 
understanding. Keep on praying, 
even without warmth, confess 
always even though you feel no 
penitence. Perhaps because of 
your perseverance, the Grace of 

God may seek you and give you 
the understanding, warmth and 
penitence.
Your mere perseverance in the 
spiritual means puts God in your 
mind even without repentance! 
But if you despair and break 
the commandments, you might 
go downwards and forget God 

completely. Even if you are in a 
weak state, do not despair. It is 
better for you to stay as you are 
than to be lead through despair 
to worse.”
Do you like this article? Check 
out more of Bishoy’s blog posts 
at www.theartoforthodoxy.
wordpress.com.

“DO NOT DESPAIR”
A BEAUTIFUL ARTICLE 
BY POPE SHENOUDA

Author: Bishoy Sharobim
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So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of  necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. “2 
Corinthians 9:7″

Calling all friends of St Anthony and St Paul’s church everywhere in Australia to receive 
the blessing of donating to the new project, The Theodore Building.

Today as our families numbers increase, we fi nd a great need to develop bigger facilities 
to enable us to continue to serve our ever-growing congregation.  This project will be 
a great addition to our blessed Church, and will serve the many generations to come. 

Please keep the new project in your prayers. 

Your generous contribution is very much appreciated.
St Antonius & St Paul Coptic Orthodox Church

Commonwealth Bank Australia
Building Fund- Tax Deductible

BSB: 062 199
A/C: 10071277a2



4thFebuary 2017

editor@elmanara.org.au10

SIMPLIFYING FAITH LECTURE SERIES

#7 THE SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 
(THE EUCHARIST) 

By  H.E. Metropolitan Bishoy

In the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
One God, Amen.

True Body and True Blood:

According to the Coptic 
Orthodox faith, we receive the 
true Body and true Blood of 
Jesus Christ, displayed as bread 
and wine.  This is the great 
mystery of godliness (see 1Tim 
3:16); this is the true sacrifi ce of 
salvation, which Christ delivered 
to His disciples on the night 
of His passion, immediately 
prior to His crucifi xion.  Some 
call it the Last Supper, others 
call it the Lord’s Supper, still 
others call it the Mysterious or 
Sacramental Supper.  We are 
currently speaking of the Divine 
Liturgy through which occurs 
the Sacrament of Communion.  
We call the memorial of this Last 
Supper, Covenant Thursday.  

We shall explain why it is called 
Covenant Thursday.  Our Lord 
Jesus Christ formed a covenant 
with His church by establishing 
this great sacrament.  As we all 
know, our Lord Jesus Christ said, 
“This cup is the new covenant in 
My blood” (Lk 22: 20).  

The Blood of Animals and the 
Old Covenant

The diff erence between the 
Old Testament and the New 
Testament is that the Old 
Testament was established 
through the blood of animals.  
When Moses the prophet 
formed the covenant between 
God and the people, “Moses 
took the blood, sprinkled it on 
the people, and said, This is the 
blood of the covenant” (Ex 24: 
8).  He also sprinkled it on the 
altar, the Ark of the Covenant, 
the contents of the Tabernacle 
of meeting, and Aaron and his 
sons.  Overall it was a covenant 
through animal blood.  

In reading the Book of Exodus, 

we fi nd that when instituting the 
covenant in the Old Testament, 
“Moses took half the blood [of 
the sacrifi ce] and put it in basins, 
and half the blood he sprinkled 
on the altar.  Then he took the 
Book of the Covenant   and read 
in the hearing of the people.  
And they said, All that the Lord 
has said we will do, and be 
obedient.  And Moses took the 
blood, sprinkled it on the people, 
and said, This is the blood of the 
covenant which the Lord has 
made with you according to all 
these words.” (Ex 24: 6-8).  

The Old Testament is a 
Testament or Covenant 
between God and His people, 
containing commandments 
(most importantly the Ten 
Commandments) He gave them, 
which they covenanted to obey 
and fulfi ll.  For the relationship 
between God and His people to 
be sealed, it was stamped with 
the blood of the sacrifi ce.  Moses 
sprinkled half the blood on the 
altar and the other half on the 
people saying, “This is the blood 
of the covenant which the Lord 
has made with you according to 
all these words”.

The Blood of Christ is the New 
Covenant

We fi nd Moses’ actions symbolic 
of the New Testament.  Instead 
of the animal (oxen) blood 
off ered in the old covenant, 
“Who off ered burnt off erings 
and sacrifi ced peace off erings 
of oxen to the Lord” (Ex 24: 5), 
the new covenant is through the 
Blood of Christ.  All Christians 
believe that Christ’s Blood is the 
New Covenant, which is between 
God and His saved redeemed 
people who believed in His 
Crucifi xion and Resurrection.  
Our Lord Jesus Christ said, 
“If you love Me, keep My 
commandments” (Jn 14: 15). We 
also need to understand that the 
blood of the covenant includes 
a commitment or an automatic 
pledge of our obligation to fulfi ll 

the commandments of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  He Himself 
off ered the blood of the New 
Covenant to His disciples on the 
night of His passion.  The same 
blood shed on the cross is the 
same that Christ off ered to His 
disciples on Covenant Thursday.  
This is why it is called Covenant 
Thursday, being the Covenant 
between God and His people.

Our teacher Saint Paul wrote, 
“For I received from the Lord that 
which I also delivered to you: 
that the Lord Jesus on the same 
night in which He was betrayed 
[to passion and crucifi xion] 
took bread; and when He had 
given thanks, He broke it and 
said, Take, eat; this is My body 
which is broken for you; do this 
in remembrance of Me.  In the 
same manner He also took the 
cup after supper, saying, This 
cup is the new covenant in My 
blood.  This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me. For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord's death till 
He comes.” (1Co 11:23-26). We 
realize here that our Lord Jesus 
Christ did not speak merely 
about blood but related it to a 
cup. The same applies to what 
was mentioned in the gospel 
according to Saint Luke: “This 
cup is the new covenant in My 
blood... do this in remembrance 
of Me” (Lk 22:20, 19).  

The Cup and the Blood

Here we notice that Christ did 
not only speak of the blood, 
but linked the blood to the cup 
.  He did this, lest anyone (like 
Protestants, etc.) argue that the 
new covenant is solely Christ’s 
actual Blood shed on the cross, 
in no way linking it to the Blood 
the Orthodox celebrate in the 
Divine Liturgy.  One response 
to this argument is that Christ 
did not simply say this blood 
is the new covenant, but said, 
“This cup is the new covenant”.  
Furthermore, He continues, 

“This cup is the new covenant 
in My blood”, since certainly His 
Blood is the essence!

How the Church Discovers and 
Enjoys the Blessings of Salvation

Where is the covenant the Lord 
made with His people, that 
His church may experience 
and encounter salvation, if not 
in the Sacrament of the Holy 
Eucharistic?!  Every time we 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy 
Christ’s Blood is present in the 
cup.  Therefore, He said, “This 
cup is the new covenant”.  

We live the new covenant. It 
is not a forgotten, concluded, 
or considered a historical 
memorial, but a living, vital, 
and continuous one.  Therefore 
He said, “This do, as often as 
you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me”.  Saint Paul further clarifi ed 
saying, “For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink this cup, 
you proclaim the Lord's death till 
He comes” (1 Cor 11: 26).  This is 
why I say it is a living memorial, 
not simply symbolic.  We 
proclaim His death because the 
sacrifi ce of the cross through His 
Body and Blood is truly present 
in our midst.  If Christ’s Blood, 
which was shed on the cross, is 
truly present, could there be a 
stronger memorial!

Is It Symbolic?

We proclaim His death by 
drinking from this cup, because 
we believe that it is truly Blood, 
in element wine.  If we do 
believe that it is true blood, 
than consequently we proclaim 
His death.  What is in the cup?  
If what is in the cup is not 
true blood, then how can we 
proclaim His death?!  Saint Paul 
wrote, “I speak as to wise men; 
judge for yourselves what I say.  
[And I also say to you, judge for 
yourselves what I write]  The cup 
of blessing which we bless, is it 
not the communion of the blood 



Copts’ News27 Tubah 1734

Published by the Diocese of Sydney & its Affiliated Regions 11

of Christ?” (1 Cor 10: 15-16).

What will we bless if it is symbolic?  
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the 
night of His passions, blessed 
the cup, as Saint Matthew writes, 
“And as they were eating, Jesus 
took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to the disciples 
and said, Take, eat; this is My 
body.  Then He took the cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave it to 
them, saying, Drink from it, all of 
you.  For this is My blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins.” 
(Matt 26:26).  If Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Himself said “This is My 
blood”, who dares claim that 
this is only symbolic!  Do we not 
believe the sincerity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ’s words?

How can the symbol forgive 
sins?!  Our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, “Which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins”, 
therefore we believe that we 
partake of our Lord’s Body and 
Blood for the remission of sins.  
Saint Paul says, “For as often 
as you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord's 
death”, therefore, the effect of 
Christ’s life-giving death, which 
abolished death, races through 
our innermost being when 
we partake of this blood.  He 
continues, “Therefore whoever 
eats this bread or drinks this 
cup of the Lord in an unworthy 
manner will be guilty of the body 
and blood of the Lord.  [If it were 
not true Body and Blood, why 
would he be guilty?]  But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him 
eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup.  For he who eats and drinks 
in an unworthy manner eats and 
drinks judgment to himself, not 
discerning the Lord's body.” (1 
Cor 11: 27-29)  What does “not 
discerning the Lord's body” 
mean, except a person who is 
unable to discern whether this is 
true Body and Blood, or simply 
a symbolic commemoration.

Who Officiates This Mystery?

“The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it not the communion of 
the blood of Christ?”  Here, who 
is the one giving the blessing, 
and who is the one asking 
the question?  The answer to 
both inquiries is Saint Paul the 
apostle.  We read in the Book of 

Acts, “Now on the first day of the 
week, when the disciples came 
together to break bread, Paul, 
ready to depart the next day, 
spoke to them and continued 
his message until midnight .  
Now when he had … broken 
bread and eaten, and talked a 
long while, even till daybreak, he 
departed …And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, in 
the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers” (Acts 20: 7, 11; 2: 42).  
This deed requires the presence 
of one of the apostles, their 
successors, or at least the 
priests for performing the rites 
of the Divine Liturgy.

“The cup of blessing which 
we bless”, who will bless?  
Saint Paul writes, “Let a man 
so consider us, as servants 
of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God” (1 Cor 4: 1).  
Thus he answers: we are the 
“stewards of the mysteries of 
God!”  What does this mean?  
Saint Paul and the apostolic 
successors are commissioned 
to perform the sacrament that 
our Lord Jesus Christ instituted 
during the Lord’s Supper.  “The 
cup of blessing which we bless, 
is it not the communion of the 
blood of Christ?”

The Altar of the New Covenant

Some inquire, “Is there an altar 
in the New Covenant beside the 
cross of Christ?”  We reply that 
the altar of the New Covenant 
is the altar in the church, which 
is the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  The sayings of the 
Fathers confirm this, but let us 
first continue with Saint Paul.  

Saint Paul writes, “Observe 
Israel after the flesh: Are not 
those who eat of the sacrifices 
partakers of the altar?”  [In the 
Jewish religious rites those who 
eat of the sacrifices of the Old 
Covenant, are partakers of the 
altar.]  What am I saying then?  
That an idol is anything, or what 
is offered to idols is anything?  
[He is trying to say that there is 
a strong relationship between 
an idol (considered a demonic 
god), his altar, and the sacrifice 
offered on that altar.]  Rather, 
that the things which the 
Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice 
to demons and not to God,  [All 

who worship idols offer sacrifices 
to demons, not to God] and I do 
not want you to have fellowship 
with demons.  [Whoever 
partakes of a sacrifice to an idol 
is in fellowship with the demon, 
because the sacrifice, and the 
god to whom it was offered, 
maintain an actual, persistent, 
fellowship.]  You cannot drink 
the cup of the Lord and the cup 
of demons;  [The cup of the 
Lord is the Holy Communion.   
The cup of demons is the 
intoxicant imbibed while eating 
the sacrifice.]” (1 Cor 10: 18 - 21).

He continues, “You cannot 
partake of the Lord's table and of 
the table of demons.” (1 Cor 10: 
21)  So, what is the Lord’s table?  
He began with partakers of the 
altar, progressing to, that an idol 
is anything, or what is offered to 
idols is anything, so, he defines 
the table of demons as altars of 
idols.  He said, those who eat 
of the sacrifices are partakers 
of the altar.  When he began to 
speak of the Lord’s table, he 
said, You cannot partake of the 
Lord's table and of the table of 
demons.  An altar of idols (where 
sacrifices for idols are offered) 
or the table of demons, and the 
Lord’s altar is the Lord’s table.  
“Or do we provoke the Lord to 
jealousy?  Are we stronger than 
He?” (1 Cor 10: 22).  From this 
passage we infer that the table 
is itself the altar, therefore, in the 
holy liturgy, during the prayer of 
Thanksgiving we say, “All envy, 
all temptation, all the works of 
Satan… take them away from 
us, and from all Your people, 
and from this table, and from 
Yours Holy place.”

In Coptic we say, “nem  `ebol \a 
tai  `trapeza qai”, here derived 
from the Greek term tra,peza: 
meaning table.  Our altar in the 
church is the table of the Lord.  
This altar is the altar of the cross, 
or it is the cross, because we do 
not repeat the sacrifice of the 
cross, but this is an extension to 
it.  

The Great Mystery of Godliness

The Crucifixion Sacrifice does 
not only flow forward, but also 
backward, as our Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself offered up His own 
Body and Blood on the night of 
His passions, prior to crucifixion.  

The Thanksgiving offering or 
the Eucharist Sacrifice extends 
beyond the limits of time, since 
it is a superior excelling mystery 
and Divine sacrament.  Therefore 
we call it, “This great Mystery of 
godliness” in the Divine Liturgy.  

Saint John Chrysostom (347–
407 BC) says the following, 
“What then? do not we offer 
every day? We offer indeed, but 
making a remembrance of His 
death, and this [remembrance] 
is one and not many.  How is it 
one, and not many? Inasmuch as 
that [Sacrifice] was once for all 
offered, [and] carried into the Holy 
of Holies. This is a figure of that 
[sacrifice] and this remembrance 
of that. For we always offer the 
same, not one sheep now and 
tomorrow another, but always 
the same thing: so that the 
sacrifice is one.”  [Do not think 
that when two sacrifices are 
simultaneously being offered 
up, one in Cairo and the other 
in Alexandria, that they are two 
different sacrifices?  Or that they 
are two different lambs?  They 
are one lamb; “The Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the 
world” (Jn 1:29).]  And yet by this 
reasoning, since the offering is 
made in many places, are there 
many Christs? but Christ is one 
everywhere, being complete 
here and complete there also, 
one Body. As then while offered 
in many places, He is one body 
and not many bodies; so also 
[He is] one sacrifice.”  
 

The One Sacrifice

The Psalm says, “I will go into 
Your house with burnt offerings; 
I will pay You my vows, which 
my lips have uttered” (Ps 66: 
13 - 14).  In the abovementioned 
verse as in all the Old Testament, 
burnt offerings and sacrifices 
were always mentioned in the 
plural.  However, when Isaiah 
prophesied regarding the New 
Covenant in Egypt, he precisely 
said, “In that day there will be 
an altar to the Lord in the midst 
of the land of Egypt, [this exists 
in the Moharak Monastery] and 
a pillar to the Lord at its border 
[this is the See of Saint Mark 
at the border of Egypt].  And 
it will be for a sign and for a 
witness to the Lord of hosts in 
the land of Egypt…Then the 
Lord will be known to Egypt, 
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and the Egyptians will know 
the Lord in that day [that day 
is yet to come], and will make 
sacrifi ce and off ering; yes, they 
will make a vow to the Lord and 
perform it.” (Is 19: 19–21).  Not 
sacrifi ces, but one sacrifi ce!  It 
is very strange that he speaks 
of the entire population of Egypt 
off ering up a single sacrifi ce, 
logic says that when speaking 
of millions of people, this implies 
the off ering of many sacrifi ces.  
The segment, “The Egyptians 
will know the Lord” confi rms their 
magnitude in numbers.  Not only 
this, but he also says, “In that 
day there will be fi ve cities in the 
land of Egypt which speak the 
language of Canaan and swear 
allegiance to the Lord of hosts.  
One of these will be called the 
City of the Sun” (Isaiah 19:18); or 
Heliopolis, because Heliopolis 
means ‘City of the Sun’.  

Through the Holy Spirit, he 
must have been prophesying 
concerning the New Covenant, 
because in the Old it was 
absolutely forbidden to have 
an altar to the Lord, aside from 
the altar Moses erected in the 
Tabernacle of Meeting.  This altar 
was later translated to Jerusalem 
and implanted inside Solomon’s 
Temple.  Today, the Jews who 
follow the Old Covenant and 
Law are prohibited from off ering 
any sacrifi ces, because the altar 
and the temple was desecrated 
and demolished, according to 
the Lord’s prophesy “Not one 
stone shall be left upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down” 
(Mt 13:2).  

If the Jews have any common 
sense they would search Isaiah’s 
prophecy and ask themselves, 
‘How can there be an altar to the 
Lord in the midst of Egypt.’  This 
means worship will not remain 
strictly in the Jewish temple of 
Solomon but will extend and 
be available universally!  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ answered the 
Samaritan woman who inquired, 
“Our fathers worshiped on this 
mountain, and you Jews say that 
in Jerusalem is the place where 
one ought to worship.  Jesus 
said to her, Woman, believe Me, 
the hour is coming when you will 
neither on this mountain, nor in 
Jerusalem, worship the Father… 
But the hour is coming, and now 
is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and 

truth; for the Father is seeking 
such to worship Him.  God is 
Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and 
truth” (Jn 4: 20–24).  Worship has 
become universally accessible, 
as long as it is off ered on the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the salvation sacrifi ce (the 
Eucharist) is off ered.  This is the 
focus of worship in our church.

The Impact of His Blood

Once, while in Birmingham, 
England, (H. G. Bishop Morcos, 
of Shobra-El-Khemah being with 
us) an English lady, impressed 
with the Orthodox Church, and 
wishing to join, met with us.  
After church she told us, ‘I wish 
to understand something.  In 
our churches they tell us that the 
bread and wine are a symbolic 
memorial.’  Bishop Morcos 
answered, ‘Christ said, “This is 
My body…  and … this is My 
blood” (Mt 26: 26), so who dares 
claim otherwise?’  I added, ‘If a 
person bought a bottle of wine 
from the shop, is that bottle able 
to forgive sins?  We partake of 
the Body of our Lord Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of sins.  If 
wine is able to forgive sins, then 
it would be an easy means.’  She 
was pleased, and later joined 
the Orthodox Church.

The Eucharist’s impact on the 
life of a person is very potent.  
The departed Reverend Father 
Bishoy Kamel frequently 
mentioned a story about a 
Christian youth in Alexandria 
who wanted to abandon 
Christianity.  Apparently, during 
the debates on this issue, with 
his family or with Father Bishoy, 
he entered Saint George’s 
church in Sporting, Alexandria.  
Being detached from the church, 
he had not entered it since his 
childhood.  His entrance that 
day was during the 
Communion, and when Father 
Bishoy met him afterwards 
the youth told him, ‘I was very 
touched today!’  Father Bishoy 
asked the reason, to which the 
youth responded, ‘I remembered 
how when I was a young child I 
would enter and drink from the 
cup, just like those people who 
were drinking today.  I used to 
drink something sweet and feel 
delightful.’  Reverend Father 
Bishoy answered him, ‘My dear 

son, this is the Blood of Christ, 
which washes away and forgives 
your sins.  You cannot live without 
Him.’  The simple recollection of 
partaking of the Eucharist in his 
childhood stirred him to turn his 
life around, returning him to the 
bosom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Eucharist Embedded in the 
Other Sacraments

The Eucharist is the source and 
focus of salvation in the church 
and all its sacraments: 

Baptism:  Directly after baptism 
a child takes communion.  

Chrismation:  Those who are 
baptized are immediately 
anointed with the Holy Chrism 
(Myron), then they partake of the 
Eucharist.

Confession:  In the Sacrament of 
Confession, a person confesses 
to receive absolution from sins, 
by the authority of the Holy 
Spirit, through the mouth of the 
priest, in order to be worthy to 
come forward and partake of 
the Divine Mysteries.

Unction of the Sick:  The 
Sacrament of the Unction of 
the Sick is either done on the 
last Friday of Lent, between the 
Matins Raising of Incense and 
the Divine Liturgy, or it is done 
at home where we pray that 
God may heal this sick person 
in order to return to church and 
partake of the Eucharist with the 
congregation.  If he is unable to 
come to church we may take the 
Eucharist to him at home.

Matrimony:  The Crowning 
Ceremony (wedding) traditionally 
occurred between the Matins 
Raising of Incense and the 
Divine Liturgy.

Holy Orders:  When we ordain a 
priest, we ordain him during the 
Divine Liturgy.

All seven of the church 
sacraments are centered upon 
the Body and Blood of our Lord 
Jesus Christ (the Eucharist).  

The priest censers around the 
altar with the incense frequently, 
to confi rm that the altar is the 
center and essence of the work 
of salvation in the church.  It is 

the presence of the crucifi xion 
sacrifi ce in the church.
I Am the Bread of Life

Where was Christ born?  He 
was born in Bethlehem , which 
is a Hebrew word that means 
‘house of bread’. Since His birth 
our Lord Christ has proclaimed 
that, “The bread of God is He 
who comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.”  He 
also said, “I am the bread of life,” 
and also, “He who feeds on Me 
will live because of Me” (Jn 6: 
33, 48, 57).  

Further He said, “I am the living 
bread which came down from 
heaven.  If anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live forever”.  
[Where do we get this bread 
that gives eternal life?]  “And 
the bread that I shall give is My 
fl esh, which I shall give for the 
life of the world.” …  [Shocked 
at this proclamation, the people 
inquired.]  …  “How can this 
Man give us His fl esh to eat?”  
(Jn 6: 51-52).  Even some of the 
disciples (other than the twelve 
) complained.  They began to 
complain against him but, “When 
Jesus knew in Himself that His 
disciples complained about this, 
He said to them, Does this off end 
you?” It is further written, “From 
that time many of His disciples 
went back and walked with Him 
no more.  Then Jesus said to the 
twelve, Do you also want to go 
away?” (Jn 6: 61-67).  You are 
free to leave if my proclamation: 
“the bread that I shall give is My 
fl esh” displeased you. 

This issue is very serious, to that 
extent that it scattered a large 
number of Christ’s disciples 
who followed Him.  Christ was 
undisturbed, to the extreme 
that He told the twelve, “Do 
you also want to go away?”  Go 
ahead!  This is a very critical 
point, one in which bargaining is 
unacceptable.  

continued next week ....
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CHRIST CALMS THE RAGING SEA
by Fr. Moses Samaan

Tonight, dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ, we offer our 
prayers through the raising of 
incense on the eve of the Third 
Sunday of the blessed Coptic 
month of Paope. Our Mother, 
the Holy Church, nourished us 
with a passage from the Gospel 
according to St. Mark 4:35-41, 
which described how our Lord 
Jesus Christ calmed a fearful 
storm by the power of His word.

In this beautiful story, which 
is also found in Matthew 8 
and Luke 8, our Lord and His 
disciples were in a boat crossing 
the Sea of Galilee from one 
side to the other. In the midst 
of their journey, a great 
windstorm arose such that 
the waves began thrashing 
into their little boat all while 
our Lord Jesus Christ was 
sleeping peacefully on the 
stern with a pillow beneath 
His head. The disciples, 
however, were terrified, so 
they awoke Him and asked, 
“Teacher, do You not care 
that we are perishing?” Our 
Lord then arose, rebuked 
the wind, and said to the 
raging sea, “Peace, be still!” 
In an instant, everything 
around them became calm. 
Our Lord gazed at His 
disciples and asked, “Why 
are you so fearful? How is it 
that you have no faith?” The 
disciples, meanwhile, were 
in a state of fear and shock 
that even the wind and the 
sea obeys Christ.

With God’s grace, I would like 
to offer two meditations on this 
beautiful passage.

Christ’s Authority
First, let us meditate on perhaps 
the most striking feature of 
today’s Gospel, the authority 
of Christ over violent wind and 
raging sea.

Throughout the Holy Scripture, 
there are many references and 
images of the sea as being 
rebellious and untamable, 
something that was considered 
an unpredictable threat. 
Consider, for example, the first 
two verses of the first book 
of the Scripture, which tell us, 

“In the beginning God made 
the heaven and the earth. But 
the earth was unsightly and 
unfurnished, and darkness was 
over the deep, and the Spirit 
of God moved over the water” 
(Ge 1:1–2). These verses give us 
an image of the primeval flood 
that existed at the beginning of 
Creation. The waters raged in 
chaos before we read in verse 
9, “And God said, Let the water 
which is under the heaven be 
collected into one place, and let 
the dry land appear, and it was 
so. And the water which was 
under the heaven was collected 

into its places, and the dry land 
appeared.” Thus, at the Creation 
of this visible world, God brings 
order to the chaos of the raging 
floods by His command. Later, 
in the Book of Job, God reminds 
us of this fact when He says,

“And I shut up the sea with a 
gate when it rushed coming out 
from its mother’s womb. And I 
made the cloud its clothing, and 
swaddling-clothes for it with a 
mist. And I assigned limits to it, 
setting out barriers and gates. 
And I said to it, ‘As far as this 
you shall come, and you may 
not go beyond. But your waves 
shall be broken within yourself’” 
(Job 38:8–11).

We see, therefore, that the Lord 
God calmed the raging sea and 
gave it rules and limits at the 
beginning of Creation.

In the Book of Psalms, the 
Holy Prophet-King David sings 
of God’s Divine authority over 
the sea in several Psalms. For 
example, in Psalm 88 (LXX), 
David praises God, saying, “O 
Lord God of hosts, Who is like to 
Thee? Thou art mighty, O Lord, 
and Thy truth is round about 
Thee. Thou rulest the power of 
the sea; and thou calmest the 
tumult of its waves” (Ps 88[9]:8–

9). In Psalm 92 (LXX), the Lord 
God is described as being higher 
and mightier than the rivers, the 
seas, and the voices of many 
waters.

When we consider all of these 
references in the Holy Scripture 
to God’s limitless authority over 
the raging waters such that He 
orders and limits them by His 
mere word, our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s exercise of this same 
authority in the Gospel does 
not surprise us, but rather, it 
teaches us that He is indeed the 
Only Begotten Son of God. It 
teaches us that He was with His 
Father at the time of Creation 
and that, as we say in the Divine 
Liturgy, all things were created 

through Him. Our father among 
the saints, St. Basil the Great, 
teaches us in his work, On the 
Holy Spirit, that when we hear 
Christ addressing the raging 
sea with the words, “Peace! Be 
still!” (Mk 4:39), we recognize His 
authority as Master and Creator. 
St. Basil continues, “By these 
encounters we are meeting the 
Father of the Son, the Father 
who creates through the Son.”1 
We thus encounter Christ as the 
One Who was with His Father 
from before the ages and the 
One through Whom the Father 
created all things.

All of this explains the fearful 
reaction of the disciples 
after our Lord calmed the 
sea. Remember that they 
were fearful not only in the 
midst of the raging sea, but 
also after our Lord calmed 
the sea. Why were they 
afraid afterwards? They 
were afraid because they 
witnessed the awesome 
authority of God. As pious 
Jews, they understood the 
Scripture and how only 
God could calm the sea 
by His word. When they 
witnessed our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Incarnate Son of 
God, exercise that power, 
they were utterly shocked 
and left to ask one another, 
“Who can this be, that even 
the wind and the sea obey 
Him!” (Mk 4:41).

The Disciples’ Fear
Second, let us meditate on the 
disciples’ fear in the midst of the 
windstorm.

In this Gospel passage, we 
see an interesting juxtaposition 
of the disciples terrified and 
afraid in the raging sea on the 
one hand, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ peacefully asleep at the 
stern on the other. How could 
our Lord sleep in the midst of 
such violence and turbulence? 
Most of us, when we are asleep, 
might awaken at the faintest 
creak or unfamiliar noise in the 
house, but here was our Savior 
peacefully sleeping through a 
great tempest! How could Christ 
sleep during this time?
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The Holy Scripture suggests that 
the key to understanding Christ’s 
ability to sleep during this time 
in His faith, His righteousness, 
and His trust in God, which 
He modeled for us during His 
earthly ministry. Throughout the 
Old Testament, untroubled sleep 
signifi es faith and trust in God’s 
divine protection. For example, 
the Wise Solomon wrote in the 
Proverbs, “The curse of God is 
in the houses of the ungodly; but 
the habitations of the just are 
blessed” (Pr 3:33). Also, in Psalm 
3, the Holy Prophet-King David 
sings, “I lay down and slept; I 
awaked; for the Lord will help 
me.” (Ps 3:5), and in Psalm 4, he 
praises God, saying, “I will both 
lie down in peace and sleep: for 
thou, Lord, only hast caused 
me to dwell securely” (Ps 4:8). 
All of these references teach us 
that the righteous who have faith 
are blessed with peaceful sleep, 
because they trust in God and 
His divine protection.

Sadly, the disciples at this time 
did not yet fully believe in Christ. 
Their faith was not yet perfected, 
so they struggled with paralyzing 
fear while our Savior rested 

peacefully in the storm.

We may, dear brothers and 
sisters, meditate on the storm 
and the raging sea in this Gospel 
as a symbol of the world we 
live in. That is not to say there 
is nothing good in this world, 
but rather, that our lives in this 
world are fi lled with challenges, 
suff ering, and tribulations. Our 
father among the saints, St. Cyril 
of Alexandria, teaches us that 
believers “negotiate the billows 
of the present life like some 
fi ercely raging sea [and] escape 
the world’s tumult”2 to serve 
God. The contrast between 
the disciples who were afraid 
because they lacked faith and 
Christ Who rested peacefully 
reminds us that we must 
navigate our lives in this world 
with faith and complete trust in 
God as our Protector.

Hundreds of years before the 
disciples were terrifi ed on that 
boat, the Holy Prophet-King 
David composed a Psalm that 
foreshadowed what happened 
that day:

They that go down to the sea in 

ships, doing business in many 
waters; these men have seen 
the works of the Lord, and his 
wonders in the deep. He speaks, 
and the stormy wind arises, and 
its waves are lifted up. They 
go up to the heavens, and go 
down to the depths; their soul 
melts because of troubles. They 
are troubled, they stagger as a 
drunkard, and all their wisdom 
is swallowed up. Then they cry 
to the Lord in their affl  iction, 
and he brings them out of their 
distresses. And he commands 
the storm, and it is calmed into a 
gentle breeze, and its waves are 
still. And they are glad, because 
they are quiet; and he guides 
them to their desired haven. Let 
them acknowledge to the Lord 
his mercies, and his wonderful 
works to the children of men.” 
(Ps 106[7]:23–31 LXX).

We are that group of men in 
the midst of the raging sea 
who cry out to our Savior for 
deliverance from our affl  iction. 
And our Savior will receive our 
prayers and act in a magnifi cent 
way. After all, we read that 
Christ “arose and rebuked the 
sea.” What is interesting in this 

verse is the fact that the Greek 
word for “arose” here (διεγείρω 
/ diegeirō) actually means that 
our Lord Jesus Christ rose to 
His full height; He stood up 
completely in order to confront 
the raging sea. This reminds 
us of the beautiful vision of the 
Holy Protodeacon Stephen, the 
fi rst martyr of the Church, as he 
was being stoned by the Jewish 
authorities. He said, “Look! I 
see the heavens opened and 
the Son of Man standing at the 
right hand of God!” (Ac 7:56). 
Did you catch it, dear brothers 
and sisters? When Stephen is 
being stoned for the sake of 
the faith, our Lord Jesus Christ 
reveals Himself as standing up 
in Heaven. When the Church is 
persecuted, our Lord stands up. 
When the disciples are fearful 
because of the storm, our Lord 
stands and confronts the raging 
sea. Similarly, when we are in the 
midst of a tribulation or adversity 
and call upon our Savior, He will 
be there in our midst, as well, 
standing with us and managing 
the situation according to His 
will for what is needful for our 
salvation.
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CHRIST ABOVE THE TEMPLE TAX
by Fr. Moses Samaan

Christ our Lord was in 
Capernaum, the city that hosted 
Him during much of His earthly 
ministry, residing in one of the 
houses along with His disciples. 
St. Peter, however, was outside 
this house when certain tax 
collectors came and asked him 
whether our Lord paid something 
called the “temple tax.” Peter 
responded, “Yes,” and entered 
the house where our Lord was 
staying, but before he could say 
anything, our Lord, Who knows 
all things, anticipated him and 
asked, “What do you think, 
Simon? From whom do the 
kings of the earth take customs 
or taxes, from their sons or from 
strangers?” (Mt 17:25). In other 
words, would a king demand 
taxes from his own sons and 
daughters, or would he collect 
them from his other subjects, 
the strangers? Peter responded 
that the king would collect taxes 
from strangers, not from his own 
children. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
agreed with him and said, “Then 
the sons are free,” or to put it 
in another way, the children of 
the king have no need to pay 
him taxes, because they are his 
children. But before you think 
this means we don’t have to pay 
taxes, listen to our Lord’s words 
and the beautiful miracle He 
performed. He said to Peter,

Nevertheless, lest we offend 
them, go to the sea, cast in a 
hook, and take the fish that 
comes up first. And when you 
have opened its mouth, you will 
find a piece of money; take that 
and give it to them for Me and 
you (Mt 17:27).

There are many beautiful lessons 
in this Gospel passage, but I 
propose we focus on only three 
aspects.

The Tax
First, let us understand the tax 
that was requested of our Lord 
and its significance. The Gospel 
calls this simply the “temple 
tax” and does not indicate what 
this tax was for, but most likely, 
it was a half-shekel tax that 
every Jew paid annually for the 
maintenance of the Temple at 
Jerusalem. We find the basis for 
this text in Exodus 30:13, which 

states, “And this is what they 
shall give, as many as pass the 
survey, half a didrachm which 
is according to the didrachm 
of the sanctuary…but the half 
of the didrachm is the offering 
to the Lord” and Nehemiah 
10:32, which states, “And we 
will impose ordinances upon 
ourselves, to levy on ourselves 
the third part of a didrachm 
yearly for the service of the 
house of our God…”

The Jews took the obligation 
of this tax quite seriously. The 
ancient Roman Jewish historian 
Flavius Josephus (c. 37-100) 
recorded that even when the 
Jews were captives and slaves 
in Babylon, they organized a 
system to collect this temple 
tax, because it was so important 
to them. Philo of Alexandria, 
another first century Jewish 
figure, described the importance 
of paying this tax when he wrote,

The donors bring their 
contributions cheerfully and 
gladly, expecting that payment 
will give them release from 
slavery or healing of diseases 
and the enjoyment of liberty 
fully secured and also complete 
preservation from danger 
(Special Laws 1:77).

As we can see, therefore, the 
ancient Jews took this obligation 
quite seriously and understood 
they would receive all of these 
blessings from paying the 
temple tax.

This discussion of the temple 
tax of course reminds us of the 
importance of a similar practice 
in the Holy Scripture, a practice 
we know as tithing, or the offering 
unto God of 10% of whatever 
we receive from Him. We find 
the practice of tithing as early 
as Genesis 14 when Abraham 
offered a tithe to Melchizedek 
and also throughout the Law of 
Moses. In fact, towards the end 
of the Old Testament, we read in 
Book of Malachi 3 that to fail to 
offer the tithe was to rob God.

In the Church today, we continue 
to offer a tithe of all that we 
receive, recognizing that God is 
the source of all we have, and 

by giving back to Him the first 
ten percent of all we receive, we 
give thanks to Him and show 
that we trust Him to provide for 
all our needs rather than greedily 
holding on to whatever He gave 
us. Our father among the saints, 
St. Irenaeus of Lyons, put it 
beautifully when he wrote,

We are bound, therefore, to 
offer to God the first-fruits of 
His creation, as Moses also 
says, “Thou shalt not appear 
in the presence of the Lord thy 
God empty;” so that man, being 
accounted as grateful, by those 
things in which he has shown 
his gratitude, may receive that 
honour which flows from Him 
(Against Heresies 4:18:1).

Being diligent in offering our 
tithes is important, dear brethren. 
I say this, not because God 
or His Church need anything 
from you, but on the contrary, 
because you are the ones in 
need of the blessing of offering 
to God at least ten percent of all 
He gives you.

Christ’s Freedom
Second, let us speak about 
Christ’s freedom, or more 
specifically, our Lord’s words, 
“Then the sons are free.”

As we just heard, the tax 
collectors challenged Peter as 
to whether our Lord Jesus Christ 
would pay this temple tax. Now, 
let’s try to follow the logic here: 
if this tax was paid for the sake 
of the temple, then Who was 
the ultimate recipient of this 
tax? Clearly, God is the ultimate 
recipient. But Who is our Lord 
Jesus Christ? He is God in the 
flesh, the Only-Begotten Son of 
God Who took flesh from the 
Holy Virgin Mary and became 
like us in all things except for sin. 
If Christ, therefore, is God in the 
flesh, should He pay this tax that 
was ultimately given to God?

This is a very interesting question, 
indeed, and it touches upon the 
important question that every 
believer must answer: “Who is 
Christ?” Just one chapter before 
tonight’s Gospel passage, our 
Lord asked His disciples this 
question, “Who do men say that 

I, the Son of Man, am?” Notice 
that He did not ask them, “What 
do people say about me” or 
“How are they responding to My 
miracles?” Instead, He asked, 
“Who do men say that I am? 
Who am I to them?” That’s the 
important question.

And here, in tonight’s Gospel 
passage, our Lord helps us 
to answer the question in two 
ways. First of all, there is the 
dialogue with St. Peter in which 
our Lord makes it clear that the 
kings of the earth do not collect 
taxes from their own sons. “The 
sons are free,” He says. What 
does that mean? It means that, 
if the children of the kings of 
the earth do not pay taxes, then 
certainly Christ, the Son of God, 
has no need to pay the Temple 
tax, which is ultimately offered 
to God. What our Lord says, 
therefore, confirms His Divine 
Sonship and helps answer the 
question in the previous chapter, 
“Who do men say that I am?” 
Second, we notice that our Lord 
tells Peter, “Nevertheless, we 
will pay the temple tax so as not 
to offend them.” He performs a 
magnificent miracle in which He 
tells Peter to go to sea, cast in 
his fishing hook, catch a single 
fish, and then open its mouth to 
find one coin that can pay the 
tax for both Christ and Peter. 
So, our Lord paid the temple 
tax after all, but do you notice 
the way in which He paid it? 
He did not pay it from His own 
money, but rather, He paid it in a 
manner that costs Him nothing. 
As Origen of Alexandria reminds 
us, “But this coin was not in the 
house of Jesus, but it was in the 
sea, and in the mouth of a fish of 
the sea.” He continues,

But since Jesus, who was “the 
image of the invisible God”…on 
this account He takes from its 
own place, the sea, the image 
of Cæsar, that He may give it to 
the kings of the earth for Himself 
and His disciple…for He paid 
the debt, not having taken it up, 
nor having possessed it, nor 
having acquired it, nor at any 
time having made it His own 
possession, so that the image 
of Cæsar might never be along 
with the image of the invisible 
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God.

So our Lord paid the temple 
tax in this miraculous way that 
shows that He, as God in the 
fl esh, is above the temple tax 
and not subject to any king of 
the earth.

Our Freedom
Third and fi nally, let us speak 
about our freedom.

Tonight’s Gospel passage 
off ers a beautiful picture of the 
salvation of mankind. Consider, 

for example, the image of our 
Lord Jesus Christ paying this 
tax, this debt that He did not 
owe. He paid the debt, not only 
for Himself, but also for Peter. 
This, of course, is an icon of 
our salvation, which Christ 
achieved by paying the debt of 
sin that mankind brought upon 
itself in the Fall. As our patron 
and intercessor, St. Gregory 
the Theologian, wrote in his 
nineteenth oration,

It was, after all, for our sakes that 
He became man and assumed 

the form of a servant and for our 
transgressions that He was led 
off  to die. This is the way the 
Savior brought salvation even 
though as the God Who created 
the entire universe at a word He 
could have done so also by the 
mere expression of His will. What 
he did give us was greater and 
more compelling: he embraced 
human feelings and the human 
condition.1

St. Gregory is reminding us that 
God, in His unlimited power and 
authority, could have saved us 

by a mere word, but what He did 
to save us was actually greater. 
He embraced the human 
condition by assuming the form 
of a servant and saving us in a 
far more intimate way.

Gregory Nazianzus, Select 
Orations, ed. Thomas P. Halton, 
trans. Martha Vinson, vol. 107, 
The Fathers of the Church 
(Washington, DC: The Catholic 
University of America Press, 
2003), 103–104. 

OVERCOMING YOUR EGO

The First Counsel
Never rely on your own wisdom 
or might or on human strength 
in any of your works. Otherwise, 
your mind will become dim 
and your insight blurred, thus 
blocking the way for grace to 
enter you and show you the 
way of God. You will thus be led 
astray from truth and fall into the 
enemy’s trap. At the end, you will 
be enslaved to your own ego and 
to the desires of other people, 
“Woe to those who are wise in 
their own eyes, and shrewd in 
their own sight!” (Is.5.21).

The Second Counsel
Beware of thinking highly of 
yourself. Never feel that without 
you the world would stop. For 
your self would seem great 
and grand in your own eyes. 
Know instead that God can use 
another to do the work better 
than you. He can make the weak 
mighty and the mighty weak, the 
wise foolish and the foolish wise. 
Everything good and useful in 
you is from God and not from 
you. If you do not hand it over 
to God and with conviction 
attribute it to him, he will tear it 
away from you. If you boast of 
your intelligence or virtue, God 
will leave them to you as merely 
human gifts. They will then 
turn into corruption, loss, and 
damage.

The Third Counsel
Your ego might hate submitting 
to God. It might escape 
surrendering to him. In the 

meantime, you would be making 
much of your own power – 
attributing your intelligence, 
virtue, and success to yourself. 
In this case, God will deliver you 
to continual discipline; discipline 
after discipline, tribulation after 
tribulation, until you succumb 
and surrender in brokenness. 
But if you reject discipline and 
cannot stand tribulation, God 
will forsake you forever.

The Fourth Counsel
Take heed then and open your 
ears: Either count yourself as 
nothing in word and deed and 
make up your mind to surrender 
yourself to God will all your 
might – and you will then gladly 
be released from your ego by 
the grace of God; or, you will be 
delivered to discipline until you 
are set free from your ego in 
spite of yourself. So if you wish 
to opt for the easier way, take 
that of voluntary submission. 
Count yourself from now on as 
nothing, and follow the path of 
grace wherever the Spirit may 
wish to lead you.

The Fifth Counsel
Know for certain that submission 
to God and total surrender to his 
will and divine plan are a free 
gift of grace. It thus demands, 
besides prayer and supplication, 
a trusting faith to receive this 
gift. This should be coupled 
with a longing springing from 
one’s heart that God may not 
deliver us to discipline for our 
folly, nor abandon us to our 

own wisdom. For this reason, 
we should have an extremely 
resolute will to renounce our 
own self at all times and in all 
works. This should not be done 
ostentatiously before people but 
within our conscience. Blessed 
is the man who can discover his 
own weakness and ignorance 
and confess them before God to 
the last day of his life.

The Sixth Counsel
If you fall under discipline, know 
for sure that this is a great profi t, 
for God chastises the soul that 
has forgotten its weakness and 
has been puff ed up by its talents 
and success. This is carried on 
until it realizes its weakness, 
especially when God does not 
provide in tribulation a way to 
escape. He besieges the soul 
from all sides and embitters 
it with inward and outward 
humiliation, whether by sin or 
by scandal, until it abhors itself, 
curses its own intelligence, and 
disowns its counsel. Finally, it 
surrenders itself to God, feeling 
crushed and lowly. At such a 
time, it becomes easy for man to 
hate himself. He even wishes to 
be hated by everybody. This is 
the way of true humility. It leads 
to total surrender to divine plan. 
It ends up with freeing one’s soul 
from the tyranny of the ego, with 
its deception, its stubbornness, 
and its vanity.

The Seventh Counsel
If you wish to free your soul by 
the shortest and simplest way, 

sit down every day under the 
discipline of grace. Examine 
your thoughts, movements, 
intentions, purposes, words, and 
deeds in the light of God’s word. 
It is then that you shall discover 
the corruption of the ego, its 
imposture, slyness, deception, 
vanity, and lack of chastity. If you 
persist in doing this regularly in 
contrition, you will manage to 
sever yourself from your false 
and devilish ego. You will then 
be able to overpower it bit by bit 
until you can deny it altogether, 
hate it, and break jail from its 
tyranny. You will at last discover 
the catastrophe into which your 
ego has led you for obeying 
it, fi nding peace in its shelter, 
boasting of it, and seeking its 
respect.

The moment you realize at the 
bottom of your heart that you 
are nothing and that God is 
everything, then the truth shall 
have set you free.
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