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LIBYAN MARTYRS RETURNED TO 
EGYPT FOR BURIAL

After the bodies of 20 Coptic 
Christians killed by the Islamic 
State in Libya were returned to 
Egypt on Monday.

The world was horrifi ed when 
the Islamic State group released 
a video in February 2015 which 
showed the beheading of 21 
men -  20 Coptic Christians, 
along with a Ghanaian Christian 
companion - who were dressed 
as prisoners wearing orange 
jumpsuits and handcuff s.
As they were killed, the men 
were praying to Jesus.

Their bodies were recovered in 
October 2017 after one of the 
perpetrators was caught by the 
Libyan authorities and revealed 
their location. The remains of the 
Egyptian Coptic Christians were 
repatriated to Egypt on May 14, 
and their plane was met by HH  
Pope Tawadros II.
(The body of the murdered 
Ghanaian Christian was not 
taken to Egypt.)
“This is indeed a bittersweet 
occasion for the families of these 
brave men, their communities, 
the broader Coptic Orthodox 

Church, and Egypt as a whole, 
who saw them brutally and 
publicly executed before the 
eyes of the whole world for their 
Christian Faith,” said HG Bishop 
Angaelos, of London.

“While this public spectacle 
was intended to humiliate our 
brothers in Libya and intimidate 
their families, their Church, and 
Christians around the world, it 
actually became an opportunity 
for an incredibly valiant witness 
by those who accepted their 
deaths so bravely while calling 

on their Lord and Savior to their 
last breath,”.
“Not only were their actions 
courageous, but their families 
subsequently presented a 
gracious message of Christian 
love and forgiveness, amidst 
their personal grieving and 
loss, that moved the world,” he 
continued.
The Coptic Church declared the 
murdered men to be martyrs, 
and their feast day is observed 
on February 15.

Read on page 13
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dealing WitH evil

• In this life there are 2 
worlds: there is an evil world, 
and there is a good world. St 
John speaks of one world in 
John 1:10, when he writes, “The 
world did not know Him”, and St 
Paul speaks of the 2nd world in 2 
Corinthians 5:19, when he writes: 
“God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself.” 

• In the evil world, are all 
the evil people of this world –. 
And there is also a good world, 
where all the good people of this 
world are.

• It is like a tree – a tree can 
be full of leaves, and also full of 
fruit at the same time. But one 
thing is taken away by the wind, 
and another is taken away by 
the farmer.

• So when you hear the 
words, “Woe to the world 
because of off ences!” don’t 
be afraid – because if you 
love the Lord and keep His 
commandments in your heart, 
then you will not be tempted to 
sin, even though you are living 
in the same world as others who 
may be sinful.
“Do you not know that you are 
the temple of the Holy Spirit and 
that the Spirit of God dwells in 
you?” (1 Corinthians 6:19).

In order to Worship God you 
need to know  how to deal with 
Evil

"Do not be overcomed by evil, 
but overcome evil with good" 
(Romans 12:21).

The Apostles and Church Fathers 
took evil seriously. They viewed 
personal and social wrongs as 
symptoms of deeply-rooted evil 
in the world. The power of evil 
in men's hearts put Christ on 

the Cross. Christ died to free 
humanity from the slaverry of sin. 
St Paul saw Satan as "the evil 
god of this world" (2 Corinthians 
4:4). St Peter urged: "be alert,be 
on watch! Your emeny, the devil, 
roams around like a raoring lion, 
looking for someone to devour" 
(1 Peter 5:8). 

Although He loved sinners and 
He forgave those who repented, 
but yet Christ made clear th line 
between right and wrong.

"…Woe to the world because 
of the things that cause people 
to stumble! Such things must 
come, but woe to the person 
through whom they come! 8 If 
your hand or your foot causes 
you to stumble, cut it off  and 
throw it away. It is better for you 
to enter life maimed or crippled 
than to have two hands or two 
feet and be thrown into eternal 
fi re. 9 And if your eye causes 
you to stumble, gouge it out and 
throw it away. It is better for you 
to enter life with one eye than to 
have two eyes and be thrown 
into the fi re of hell. "  (Matthew 
18:6-9).

"There is nothing that enters a 
man from outside which can 
defi le him; but the things which 
come out of him; these are the 
things which defi le a man. For 
from within, out of the heart of 
men, proceed evil thoughts, 
adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, 
wickedness, deceit, 
licentiousness, an evil eye, 
blashemy, pride, fooolishness. 
All these evil things come from 
within and defi le a man"  (Mark 
7:14-23).

• The Lord means, we 
should cut ourselves from those 
who cause us to sin, because 
bad company corrupts good 
habits.

• So the Lord is telling us 
in a very strong way, that we 
must separate from all friends 
who cause us to sin. But take 
care of the Lord’s words – He 
is not only saying, “Woe to the 

world because of off ences!” (v7), 
but He is also saying, “woe to 
that man by whom the off ence 
comes!” (v7).  This means that 
God will give a great punishment 
to the person who causes others 
to fall into sin!

• By the Lord’s words, He 
is saying that if you stay friends 
with bad company, then you 
will destroy yourself. But if you 
cut them off , then you will save 
yourself.Therefore, if your friends 
cause you harm – even if they 
are friendly with you, cut them 
off !

• The Lord tells us the 
example of cutting off  the limbs, 
because if one part of our body 
is infected, then it can spread to 
the whole body, and may even 
kill us! That’s why we have to 
stop and destroy the infection 
very quickly! 

• That’s why the Lord tells 
us to cut it off ! Cut yourself off  
from all friends and people and 
things that corrupt you and can 
destroy you.

Take Action Against Evil

Resist Temptation; Remind 
yourselves of your calling; 
Conquer evil with good; Do not 
use freedom as an excuse; Put 
on a new self; Avoid foolish 
arguments; Control your tongue; 
Don't accept society’s values 
without thinking

Always remember :

Jesus condemns hypocracy; 
Jesus cleanses the temple; Paul 
rebukes a magician; 
Do not keep company with 
sinners; Let light shine on evil.

In taking action against evil, the 
Christian begins with himself,  
Jesus warned that we must 
correct ourselves before we try 
to help others. Humility, not self-
rightoeusness is the Christian's 
mark.

The key to spiritual  growth 

is learneg to deal with one's 
own temptations. If a Christain 
postively strengthens himself  by 
regular worhisp, frequent Holy 
Communion and confession, 
dialy  reading from the Holy Bible 
and other spiritual activities, 
then a solid foundation is built to 
defend against temptations. 

We may fall and rsie again and 
again. But we can stay close to 
Christ, seek His forgivenmess 
and continue to mature as 
Christains. St Paul assures 
that God will not allow us to 
be tested beyond our  power 
to remain fi rm, if we desire to 
remain fi rm: " …He will not let 
you be tempted[d] beyond what 
you can bear. But when you are 
tempted, He will also provide a 
way out so that you can endure 
it." (1 Corinthains 10:13). In this 
way the Chritsian becomes 
more sensitive to what is good 
and evil, knows how to deal with 
evil and then humbly try to help 
others.

"...And do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit of God, with whom you 
were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31 Get rid of all 
bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander, along 
with every form of malice. 32 Be 
kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, 
just as in Christ God forgave 
you. “(Ephesians 4:23-32).

Trust In God - Forgive Those 
Who Wrong You

In Gethsemane Jesus prayerd: 
"Father, let Your will be done" 
(Luke 22:42). From the Cross he 
looked down on His crucifi ers 
and then prayed again to God: 
"Forgive them Father! They 
know not what they are doing" 
(Luke 23:34). These instances 
are the two supreme acts of 
trust and forgiveness in the 
New Testament, Jesus, perfect 
God and perfect man, directly 
faced the evil against Him and 
tried to destroy Him. He was 
tempted in the widerness by 
the devil. The strict Pharisees 
hated Him because He violated 
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FASTING BOOSTS STEM CELLS'  
REGENERATIVE CAPACITY

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affiliated Regions

the prohibition of work on the 
Sabath by healing people. The 
leaders of the people feared Him 
and plotted to kill Him. What was 
Jesus' repsonse: "Love your 
enemeies and pray for those 
who persecute you" (Matthew 
5:44).

God's love teaches Christians to 
regard all as brothers; even the 
difficult ones. The Saints looked 
upon all people with compassion, 
even the most sinful. But God’s 
power working through our 
prayers, love, forgiveness and 

goodness can help them. Any 
other reaction to them, such as 
critisicm or rejection will make 
them all the more duifficult. Hate 
sin and evil, love imperfect and 
sinful man, and try to help him in 
good faith.

Trust in God when dealing 
with evil and forgive those 
who wrong you from the heart. 
Trusting in God means having 
the assurance that His power 
rules over all. No greater 
security against evil exists than 
to be under God's protection. 

" whoever dwells in the shelter 
of the Most High abides in the 
shadow of the Almighty. I will 
say of the LORD, “He is my 
refuge and my fortress, my God, 
in whom I trust.” (Psalm 91:1-2 
90:1-2). The Christian who trusts 
in God finds the courage and 
the greatness of heart to forgive 
as Jesus did from the Cross. 
The growing Christain follows 
the footsteps of his Lord.

"…I have given them your word 
and the world has hated them, 
for they are not of the world any 

more than I am of the world. 15 
My prayer is not that you take 
them out of the world but that 
you protect them from the evil 
one" (John 17:13-15).

May the LORD bless you all.

Age-related declines in stem 
cell function can be reversed 
by a 24-hour fast, according to 
a new study. Biologists found 
fasting dramatically improves 
stem cells' ability to regenerate, 
in both aged and young mice.
As people age, their intestinal 
stem cells begin to lose their 
ability to regenerate. These stem 
cells are the source for all new 
intestinal cells, so this decline 
can make it more difficult to 
recover from gastrointestinal 
infections or other conditions 
that affect the intestine.
This age-related loss of stem 
cell function can be reversed by 
a 24-hour fast, according to a 
new study from MIT biologists. 
The researchers found that 
fasting dramatically improves 
stem cells' ability to regenerate, 
in both aged and young mice.
"Fasting has many effects in 
the intestine, which include 
boosting regeneration as well 
as potential uses in any type 
of ailment that impinges on the 
intestine, such as infections or 
cancers,". "Understanding how 
fasting improves overall health, 
including the role of adult stem 
cells in intestinal regeneration, 
in repair, and in aging, is a 
fundamental interest. 
For many decades, scientists 
have known that low caloric 
intake is linked with enhanced 
longevity in humans and other 
organisms. Yilmaz and his 

colleagues were interested in 
exploring how fasting exerts its 
effects at the molecular level, 
specifically in the intestine.
Intestinal stem cells are 
responsible for maintaining the 
lining of the intestine, which 
typically renews itself every 
five days. When an injury or 
infection occurs, stem cells are 
key to repairing any damage. 
As people age, the regenerative 
abilities of these intestinal stem 
cells decline, so it takes longer 
for the intestine to recover.
Further studies, including 
sequencing the messenger RNA 
of stem cells from the mice that 
fasted, revealed that fasting 
induces cells to switch from their 
usual metabolism, which burns 
carbohydrates such as sugars, 
to metabolizing fatty acids. 
This switch occurs through 
the activation of transcription 
factors called PPARs, which turn 
on many genes that are involved 
in metabolizing fatty acids.
 
The Lord in all His infinite 
undivulged wisdom knows what 
the virtues of fasting are to the 
human body.
Therefore, from the dawn of 
creation He has advised and 
indeed ordered Adam and Eve to 
refrain from eating certain foods 
as a way of subjecting the body 
to certain a trend and subjection 
of fasting.” But of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, 

thou shalt not eat of it (Genesis 

2:1This trend was endured 
through many civilisations as 
a means of adoration of the 
most High. We read in the Old 
Testimony the practice was used 
as a way of seeking the Lords’ 
forgiveness and help when they 
are in distress, agony, sorrow, 
supplication and the  devout  
or the pious, etc  “Now in the 
twenty and fourth day of this 
month the children of Israel were 
assembled with fasting, and with 
sack clothes, and earth upon 
them (Nehemiah 9:1) “I humbled 
my soul with fasting; and my 

prayer returned into mine own 
bosom.( Psalm 
35:13)” and also 
“When I wept, 
and chastened 
my soul with 
fasting, that was 
to my reproach 
(Psalm 69:10) 
and “Then the 
king went to 
his palace, and 
passed the night 
fasting (Daniel 
6:18). It is also 
requested by 
the Lord to 
seek means as 
a way to seek 
His mercy and 
Love “Therefore 
also now, saith 
the Lord, turn 
ye even to me 
with all your 

heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning 
(Joel 2:12)” The practice is also 
borne out in the New Testimony 
by the disciples and  indeed 
by all Christians as a means of 
fighting against the Devil and 
his evil desires as the Lord has 
advised “Howbeit this kind 
goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting (Matthew 17:21). There 
are also many instances where 
this practice is ever tolerated, e.g 
‘Acts 27:33, 1 Corinthians 7:5, 2 
Corinthians 6:5, 2 Corinthians 
11:27’

By George M. Iskander
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Some Christians refuse to serve 
on a jury because Jesus said 
“Do not judge” in Matthew 7:1 
and Luke 6:37, a command 
restated in James 4:11f, by 
Paul in Romans 14:13 and 1 
Corinthians 4:5, and twice by 
the third-century Egyptian 
church scholar Origen in his 
Commentary on Romans. 
However, a survey of the 
New Testament and other 
Christian writings before AD 
250 shows that the earliest 
Christians did not share this 
interpretation but participated 
in courts and trials. To them 
and to us “Do not judge” has 
a very restricted and limited 
message. People who fi rst 
received the gospel, who 
could ask New Testament 
authors for clarifi cation of 
Christ’s written and unwritten 
teachings, and fortunate 
Christians a few generations 
afterwards, regarded these 
words of Jesus’ to be like a 
parable or fi gure of speech 
in which He frequently 
expressed wider and less 
literal truths. Nevertheless, 
“Do not judge” does have 
an important meaning for 
Australian Christians today.

Early Christians were Judges 
and Jurors
The earliest heirs of the apostles 
recorded that Christians in their 
day often served as judges 
(which would include jurors). 
This would have been an 
unbelievably abrupt and almost 
impossible departure from 
the Faith of only a few years 
earlier if the apostles and their 
companions had interpreted 
“Do not judge” literally and of 
blanket application. Usually 
these records are exhortations 
to “judge justly and righteously” 
(fi ve ancient Christian authors, 
including ones in the late fi rst 
or early second century), “judge 
well and rightly” (Origen) and, in 
particular, “judge widows and 
orphans justly” (three authors, 
including one in the second half 
of the fi rst century). For example, 
in describing Christians and 
their traits around AD 125, the 
Christian philosopher Aristides 
noted “whenever they are 

judges, they judge uprightly.”

Church Courts Began in New 
Testament Times
Not only was judging in secular 
courts part of early Christian 
experience, but the church itself 

had its own system of courts 
and trials. Matthew 18:15-
17, 1 Corinthians 6:1-5 and 2 
Corinthians 13:1f in the fi rst 
century presume them to be 
well-established for disputes 
between Christians and against 
backsliders. By the fi rst half 
of the third century, church 
courts were considered routine 
by Origen, and had a code of 
procedure similar to modern 
secular courts in the church 
manual called the Didascalia. 
Judging is the whole purpose of 
such courts.
The infl uence of such courts 
is still with us. When the 
Emperor Constantine legalized 
Christianity and made it an 
offi  cial religion of the Roman 
Empire in the fourth century, he 
incorporated church courts as 
part of the government justice 
system, applying Christian 
teachings and principles to part 
of Roman law. They continued 
through the Reformation and 

were secularized and absorbed 
into the English judicial system, 
and exported to Australia and 
other countries of the British 
Commonwealth. Their approach 
(but not their theology) survive 
today for such matters as 

divorce and family 
relations.

Christianity Later 
Imported into Other 
Courts
Another infl ux of 
Christian principles 
originated in 
medieval England. It 
is not specialized in 
subject-matter but 
governs all aspects 
of Anglo-Australian 
legal systems. 
Because the general 
law descended 
from Anglo-Saxon 
tribes was rigorous, 
overly technical, 
and frequently 
unjust, the leading 
churchmen sought 
to make it more just 
and equitable by 
introducing a parallel 
system of courts 
with authority to 
overrule the harsher 

judgments of the original court 
system. The new courts were 
not purely church institutions but 
part of the secular legal system. 
This double system of laws, one 
originating with pagans and the 
other with the Christian church, 
was later instituted in the 
Australia and most other former 
British colonies, where the two 
systems were merged but with 
the proviso that where they 
confl ict, the principles of the 
courts of equity are to prevail.
Thus a judge or juror in most 
of the Commonwealth today 
performs a function in one 
court or another ultimately 
of Christian foundation, quite 
unlike the courts of Jesus’ day. 
A judge or juror is asked to 
apply the principles of equity, 
fair play and impartiality that are 
the hallmarks of a legal system 
developed from a long Christian 
heritage.

Private Judgment Forbidden 

Outside a Court
Matthew 7:1 and Luke 6:37, 
Romans 14:13, 1 Corinthians 
4:5, James 4:11f and Origen’s 
Commentary on Romans 
9.40 and 9.41.2 are not to be 
completely disregarded today. 
What they forbid is a Christian 
taking judging into his or her 
own hands, judging privately the 
actions of another without the 
safeguards built into courts for 
a full and fair hearing: the right 
of the person judged to know in 
full the accusations against him/
her and to ask questions of the 
complainant, an opportunity to 
defend him/herself, the right to 
call witnesses to support his/
her side of the story, the right to 
cross-examine the complainant’ 
witnesses, the opportunity to 
explain his/her actions, and 
the right to be fully heard and 
judged by a neutral arbitrator, be 
it a church or secular court, by a 
judge alone or by a judge assisted 
by jurors. Private judgment 
outside a duly-constituted court, 
the kind of judgment Christ 
forbade, is like an individual 
taking the law into her/his own 
hands, which is prohibited to 
private citizens although allowed 
or even a duty of a branch of 
a government judicial system. 
After all, most believers accept 
that a duly-constituted court has 
authority to lock up off enders 
and keep them in distant jails, 
but for a private person to do 
so is universally regarded as 
abduction and kidnapping. 
Nobody doubts that a court can 
fi ne and seize property but for 
an individual citizen to do so is 
theft.

Conclusion
What Christ meant by “Do not 
judge” was judging in private 
situations, without authority and 
safeguards; this command does 
not apply to jurors in Anglo-
Australian courts. The New 
Testament and other Christian 
literature before A.D. 250 and 
centuries or millennia of judicial 
history indicate that “Do not 
judge” was not understood so 
widely or comprehensively by 
the well-informed as to exclude 
jury duty.

JUDGING CHRISTIANS, THEN AND NOW
by David W. T. Brattston
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Give, and it will be given 
to you 

Luke 6:38

Please join us for  

The Lord's Needy Dinner 

 

Time: 6:30pm 

Date: Sunday 24 June 2018 

Place: Bowman Hall, 35 

Campbell St Blacktown 

 

Ticket Donations $25 each 

Contact 0414 889 298

Donations to St Marys & St George Trust 
BSB 062 174     Account: 1001 6969

Exodus Youth Worx invites you to our annual

CHARITY DINNER

EXODUS
youth
worx

6pm, 26th July, 2018
Doltone House, 223 Belgrave Esplanade, Sylvania Waters
$110 per guest 
$55 for children under 12
Attire: Formal

Contact us for ticket information 
info@exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or check out our Facebook page 
@exodusyouthworx for online ticket sales
 

Seniors Support Service 

The Seniors Support Service (SSS) at 
Exodus Youth Worx is a free service.

 We can assist with:
 Filling in Centrelink forms and applications

 Applying for MyAgedCare and creating an account

 Advocacy services

 Tutoring for using technology devices (computers,   
 smart phones, tablets/ipads) 

 Tutoring on how to use social media (facebook,   
 instagram etc). 

If  you would like to find out more please 
call us on 9597 4330.
If  you would like to find out more please 
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The Art Of Iconography
A course run by St Luke's 
Iconography College

Course modules include:
• The art style of the Coptic Icon
• The painting style of the icon
• A historical account of the icon 

from the time of the Iron Age
• The meanings behind the icon
• The meanings and placement 

of the cross in the icon
• The meanings of colours in the 

icon
• The meanings of shapes in the 

icon
• The meanings of items pictured 

with the saints

Every Saturday starts Saturday 10/03/2018
St Demiana & St Athanasius Coptic Church.

119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl.
From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Course is free of charge, however students 
are to supply their own materials.
For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 
104 740 or Mrs Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140

                                                                                              
St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 

EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 
(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 

2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and 

Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 
“A good man deals graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs with discretion” 

(Psalm 112:5) 
 
Under the auspice of the Australian and the Sudanese dioceses, we have sent 
the second container to Juba – South Sudan. The Foundation is pleading to every 
person to donate generously to cover  
The following cost: - 

i) Shipping expenses to Mombasa. 
ii) Logistics from Mombasa to Juba through Uganda. 

 
So your esteemed charity is pleading to you to donate willingly and generously so 
as to take the blessing of this majestic deed.  
 
Your cheerful donation can be forwarded to our bank account with details as 
follows: - 
 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc: -   493911231 
Financial Institution: - St. George Bank 
Account Name: - St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
 
“He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord; and He will pay back what He has given.” 
(Proverb 19:17) 

 
“All Donations are Tax deductable” 
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is drinKing Wine a sin?
A question came to me and here 
I am putting the answer from 
logic, medical, Christian, and 
Biblical understandings.
Humans knew about wine 
around 4000 years before Christ 
and it had been used medically 
as an antiseptic, to clean the 
wounds or as an anesthetic (as a 
pain killer), as there were no other 
medications known at that time.  
There are a lot of bad eff ects of 
the wine/alcohol on the human 
body and everyone knows 
those who get drunk, how they 
look terrible, fall on the ground, 
vomit, and sometimes discharge 
their dirt uncontrollably.
I can mention a lot about its 
medical eff ect on the body for 
the short term and for the long 
term in life, but I leave the medical 
part for the doctors.  Everyone 
knows that the wine reduces the 
concentration of the brains and 
that is why no one is allowed to 
drive after drinking, even a little 
amount of wine. I recall once 
when the police stopped my car 
for a breath test by blowing, when 
he saw me a priest and I said, 
“I never use wine”, he said, “but 
you use sacramental wine!”, so it 
means even this little amount of 
sacramental wine also aff ects.  
Some people think that drinking 
wine without having it much 
is ok but that fact is as we will 
prove biblically, it Is not ok.  The 
wine when it is used, it goes 
to the blood and gradually, its 
percentage increases and the 
person feels the need to it and 
gradually the person become 
drunk.  I recall the fi rst person I 
visited in jail in Egypt, who was a 
young man and in Egypt at that 
time, drinking was something 
forbidden and very rarely used 
and it is done behind the back, 
not open like here in Australia. 
He said to me that some bad 
friends kept forcing him to try 
the drink a little bit by little, until 
one night he became drunk and 
killed his father, who was fi ghting 
with him about how he became 
drunk.
Logic and Christian study for 
drinking
1. It becomes a habit and 
any habitual thing is a sin.  
When it grows more, the person 

becomes continuously drunk.  
Here it becomes slavery to the 
wine and this is a worse sin.
2. Some claim that in the 
Holy Bible, the good Samaritan 
used the wine with the wounded 
person
 (Luke 10:25-37):
“ 25And behold, a certain 
lawyer stood up and tested Him, 
saying, "Teacher, what shall I 
do to inherit eternal life?" 26He 
said to him, "What is written in 
the law? What is your reading of 
it?" 27So he answered and said, 
""You shall love the LORD your 
God with all your heart, with all 
your soul, with all your strength, 
and with all your mind,' and 
"your neighbour as yourself.'" 
28And He said to him, "You have 
answered rightly; do this and 
you will live." 29But he, wanting 
to justify himself, said to Jesus, 
"And who is my neighbour?" 
30Then Jesus answered and 
said: "A certain man went down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fell among thieves, who stripped 
him of his clothing, wounded 
him, and departed, leaving him 
half dead. 31Now by chance 
a certain priest came down 
that road. And when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other 
side. 32Likewise a Levite, when 
he arrived at the place, came 
and looked, and passed by on 
the other side. 33But a certain 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, 
came where he was. And when 
he saw him, he had compassion. 
34So he went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on oil and wine; and he set him 
on his own animal, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. 
35On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, 
gave them to the innkeeper, and 
said to him, "Take care of him; 
and whatever more you spend, 
when I come again, I will repay 
you.' 36So which of these three 
do you think was neighbour to 
him who fell among the thieves?" 
37And he said, "He who showed 
mercy on him."

 And here the Samaritan used 
the wine as an antiseptic to 
clean the wounds of the man, 
then poured oil to sooth his 

wounds.  Also, the only other 
time the bible mentioned it as 
a use, is when St. Paul advised 
his disciple Timothy to take it to 
ease the pains of his stomach 
and the verse is very clear:
 (1Timothy 5: 23):
“ 23No longer drink only water, 
but use a little wine for your 
stomach's sake and your 
frequent infi rmities.”

3. Our body is a talent given 
to us to care for, (Ephesians 
5:29):
“ 29For no one ever hated his 
own fl esh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as the Lord 
does the church.”
 And the wine destroys the 
beautiful body, which the Lord 
granted to us and this in itself 
is a sin, as we don’t own our 
bodies. (1Corinthians 6:19-20):
“ 19Or do you not know that 
your body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and you are 
not your own? 20For you were 
bought at a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are 
God's.”
4. The logic brains and the 
ability to think and decide is a 
gift to us by the Spirit of God, 
breathed inside us and the wine, 
wrecks all of this and makes the 
person behave in a foolish way.
5. We are created on the 
beautiful likeness and icon of 
our God and those who are 
drunk, become in a terrible 
status, wrecking the beautiful 
icon and likeness of God. I read 
a story about an artist, who 
kept wondering around looking 
for the most beautiful man to 
paint and he did.  After 10 years, 
he wanted to paint the ugliest 
looking man, so he went around 
the pubs and found a man, 
who looks very bad and while 
painting him, he was shocked 
to fi nd out that he was the same 
man, who was the best looking 
man 10 years ago.  That is what 
the wine does to us.
6. My body is a sanctuary 
for the Holy Spirit and I should 
be living according to the Spirit. 
Am I living according to the spirit 
when I am drinking wine?

7.  They claim, “what if I am 
drinking up to a limit?” the fact Is 
that the wine goes into the blood 
and the drinking increases day 
by day.
+ the logic here is, why do I 
trouble my conscience and drink 
it and then ask, “is it sin or not?”, 
while we have around us 100’s 
of other diff erent drinks.

Biblical discussion
The holy bible is full of verses 
to forbid drinking the wine and 
shows that it is not accepted.  
The only 2 places it has been 
used for in the Holy Bible that 
mentioned the use of wine, is 
what I mentioned above for 
treatment of wounds or as a 
pain killer or when there were 
no other medications for this 
purpose; but now we have very 
advanced medications for all 
the needs of the body - we can 
say even 100’s of advanced 
medications for all the needs of 
the body.
Verses in the holy bible:
1. (Judges 6:1-4), Samson 
being consecrated for the Lord 
was not allowed to drink wine or 
a strong drink.  Even Samson’s 
mother herself to give birth to 
a consecrated person, was not 
allowed to drink wine or strong 
wine. (Judges 13:2-4):
“Then the LORD spoke to 
Moses, saying, 2"Speak to the 
children of Israel, and say to 
them: "When either a man or 
woman consecrates an off ering 
to take the vow of a Nazirite, to 
separate himself to the LORD, 
3he shall separate himself from 
wine and similar drink; he shall 
drink neither vinegar made from 
wine nor vinegar made from 
similar drink; neither shall he 
drink any grape juice, nor eat 
fresh grapes or raisins. 4All the 
days of his separation he shall 
eat nothing that is produced 
by the grapevine, from seed to 
skin.”

“ 2Now there was a certain 
man from Zorah, of the family 
of the Danites, whose name 
was Manoah; and his wife was 
barren and had no children. 
3And the Angel of the LORD 
appeared to the woman and 
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said to her, "Indeed now, you 
are barren and have borne no 
children, but you shall conceive 
and bear a son. 4Now therefore, 
please be careful not to drink 
wine or similar drink, and not to 
eat anything unclean.”

2. The same with St. John 
the Baptist in (Luke 1:13-15) and 
it was mentioned, “he will be 
fi lled with the Holy Spirit”.
“ 13But the angel said to him, 
"Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for 
your prayer is heard; and your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a 
son, and you shall call his name 
John. 14And you will have 
joy and gladness, and many 
will rejoice at his birth. 15For 
he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither
wine nor strong drink. He will 
also be fi lled with the Holy 
Spirit, even from his mother's 
womb.”

From Numbers One and 
two: And all of us being 
consecrated to the Lord by 
Baptism and sacrament of 
Confi rmation (Chrism), the 
Holy Spirit is dwelling inside 
us.  So Biblically, we are not 
allowed to drink wine.

3. The Bible tells us 
Black and white that we 
don’t drink wine, as it ruins 
our bodies. (Proverbs 23:20-
21):

20 Do not mix with 
winebibbers, Or with 
gluttonous eaters of meat; 
21 For the drunkard and the 
glutton will come to poverty, 
And drowsiness will clothe a 
man with rags”

4. The Bible also tells us not 
even to look to the wine when it 
is put into the cup. (Proverbs 23: 
29-32):

29 Who has woe? Who has 
sorrow? Who has contentions? 
Who has complaints? Who has 
wounds without cause? Who 
has redness of eyes? 30 Those 
who linger long at the wine, 
Those who go in search of mixed 
wine. 31 Do not look on the wine 
when it is red, When it sparkles 
in the cup, When it swirls around 
smoothly; 32 At the last it bites 
like a serpent, And stings like a 
viper.”

5. Those who drink wine 
have been drifting away. (Isaiah 
28:7-8):

7 But they also have erred 
through wine, And through 
intoxicating drink are out of the 
way; The priest and the prophet 
have erred through intoxicating 
drink, They are swallowed up 
by wine, They are out of the way 
through intoxicating drink; 68 
They err in vision, they stumble 
in judgment. 8 For all tables are 
full of vomit and fi lth; No place is 
clean.”

6. It enslaves the heart. 
(Hosea 4:11):
11" Harlotry, wine, and new wine 
enslave the heart.”

7. It makes the person look 
silly before others. (Proverbs 
20:1)
“ Wine is a mocker, Strong drink 
is a brawler, And whoever is led 
astray by it is not wise.”

8. It causes the anger of 
God. (Isaiah 5:11):
“ 11 Woe to those who rise early 
in the morning, That they may 
follow intoxicating drink; Who 
continue until night, till wine 

infl ames them!”
9. It causes transgression. 
(Habakkuk 2:5):
5" Indeed, because he 
transgresses by wine, He is a 
proud man, And he does not 
stay at home.
Because he enlarges his desire 
as hell, And he is like death, and 
cannot be satisfi ed, He gathers 
to himself all nations And heaps 
up for himself all peoples.”

10. St Paul forbids the 
company of those who drink 
wine. (1 Corinthians 5:11):
“ 11But now I have written to 

you not to keep 
company with 
anyone named 
a brother, who 
is sexually 
immoral, or 
covetous, or 
an idolater, or 
a reviler, or a 
drunkard, or 
an extortioner-
-not even to 
eat with such a 
person.”

11. It says that 
those who 
drink wine, 
woe to them. 
( H a b a k k u k 
2:15).
15" Woe to him 
who gives drink 
to his neighbor, 
Pressing him 
to your bottle, 
Even to make 
him drunk,
That you may 
look on his 
nakedness!”
12. The person 
who uses the 

wine is not allowed to be in 
heaven. (1 Corinthians 6:9-10), 
(Galatians 5:19-21):
“ 9Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 
10nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners will inherit the 
kingdom of God.”

“19Now the works of the fl esh 
are evident, which are: adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, 
lewdness, 20idolatry,sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, 

outbursts of wrath, selfi sh 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 
21envy, murders, drunkenness, 
revelries, and the like; of which I 
tell you beforehand, just as I also 
told you in time past, that those 
who practice such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God.”

What about wine in weddings, 
as the Lord converted the 
water into wine in the wedding 

of cane galilee?

1. Here I mention fi rst, the only 
drink they had at that time was 
grape juice and it wasn’t at all 
a strong wine or even wine but 
that was its name at that time.
2. There are a lot of spiritual 
understandings in the Lord 
converting the water to wine.  
Here I’ll mention some of them:
a. When the Lord is in my life, 
He converts my cold emotions 
before being in the Lord (like 
the water), to be warm emotions 
towards spirituality and Heaven 
i.e. to be fervent in the spirit by 
the grace of the Lord (like the 
wine being one of those drinks 
that makes the person hot).  
b. Another spiritual meaning that 
the Lord by  Word of His mouth, 
converted the water into wine 
and when I from all my heart 
want to change my loose and 
cold life of sin (like the water) to 
a controlled life in the good way 
(like the wine), if it is my request 
from my heart, the Lord will do 
it for me to be in Him, until I am 
with Him in Heaven.
c. When you feel yourself cold 
or Luke warm spiritually and 
you are meaning to be good in 
your heart and ask the Lod, He 
will convert your life in Him, as 
He converted the water in the 
wedding of Cana Galilee, that 
your soul becomes His bride and 
the Lord is your Bridegroom.
Conclusion:
My beloved; it is easy for us 
humans to accept things and 
say, “it is ok to do them”, but it is 
not easy to answer it before the 
Lord in the last day.  Life is short 
and we should use it to confi rm 
our place in Heaven.  That is why 
St. Paul said: (1Corinthians 6:12) 
“All things are lawful for me, but 
not everything is suitable for me.  
All things are lawful for me, but 
I will not be brought under the 
power of anything”.
I pray that our Lord guide you to 
be on the right path.
Pray for me
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THE POSITION OF THE RESURRECTION 
IN OUR LIVES

If you ask me; “why don’t I feel 
the new man that is in me, or 
feel that I possess the newness 
of life or this resurrection we 
share in?” I will tell you that 
the resurrection and the new 
man or the new creation is of 
Christ’s heavenly nature. When 
Christ rose from the dead not 
everyone could see Him. Christ 
was born and died on the cross 
in a human body fi lled with the 
divine attributes, and we were 
fi lled with Him. He rose in that 
same body, becoming a celestial 
body that cannot be seen, and 
we were united with Him. He 
chose to whom He would reveal 
Himself, opening their eyes to 
the Divine truth so that they may 
know Him. We have fellowship 
with Him in this celestial nature, 
hidden in us in a way that cannot 
be revealed to us or any other 
living being. The Apostle Paul 
explained it this way:

“For you have died, and your 
life (new) is hid with Christ 
(resurrected from the dead) in 
God” (Col 3:3).

Christ cannot be seen nowadays, 
but His life is hidden in God. In 
Him we also become unseen, 
meaning our new nature or the 
new man who lives in Christ’s 
resurrection. This is what St 
John in his First Epistle assures 
us: “Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; it does not yet 
appear what we shall be, but 
we know that when he appears 
we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is” (1 Jn 3:2). 
The Apostle Paul also affi  rms 
this: “When Christ who is our 
life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory” (Col 
3:4). The nature of God is not to 
be revealed now in any form. If 
we take part in it then the law will 
be applied to us. As Christ says, 
the new creation separates us 
from the world:

“I have given them thy word; 
and the world has hated them 
because they are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the 
world. I do not pray that thou 
shouldst take them out of the 

world, but that thou shouldst 
keep them from the evil one” (Jn 
17:14, 15).

Among the most important of 
new man’s features is that he 
is a creature that resembles 
God in righteousness and 
sanctity of truth, and is 
entrusted with implementing 
the commandment to love God 
and others faithfully, because 
he (the new man) is born of God 
and God’s nature is love, and 
God’s love is active. Whoever 
has God’s love must show it if it 
is to increase. The eff ective gift 
of love is new man’s life and his 
righteous deeds. St John in his 
First Epistle says:

“He who loves is born of God 
and knows God. He who does 
not love does not know God; for 
God is love” (1 Jn 4:7, 8).

This verse is remarkable in that it 
reveals the source of the mystery 
of being born of God, and that is 

love. True, faithful love with a 
whole heart immediately reveals 
that its owner is born of God 
with a new creation and new 
nature. Love is the certifi cate 
of God’s children, and St John 
declared it to be a source of the 
knowledge of God: “He who 
loves is born of God and knows 
God.” The knowledge here is the 
unveiled knowledge as between 
two lovers. St Paul says: “Have 
I not seen Jesus our Lord?” (1 
Cor 9:1). “Assuming that you 
have heard of the stewardship 
of God’s grace that was given to 
me for you, how the mystery was 
made known to me by revelation, 
as I have written briefl y. When 
you read this you can perceive 
my insight into the mystery of 
Christ … Of this gospel I was 
made a minister according to 
the gift of God’s grace which 
was given me by the working of 
his power” (Eph 3:2-7).

These days we notice that the 
majority of those who come to 

Christ with fervour and vigour do 
not come by means of teaching 
and sermons, but through 
an inner response to Christ’s 
personal invitation. St John 
reveals this mystery in his First 
Epistle: “And we know that the 
Son of God has come and has 
given us understanding, to know 
him who is true” (1 Jn 5:20).

Here, understanding and the 
knowledge of truth are the 
application of the new birth 
as a man comes into the 
knowledge of Christ, love for 
Him and faithfulness to Him, 
without means or teaching. The 
understanding gives him an 
inner revelation of Christ and 
over a period of time he comes 
to know about Christ and learns 
from Christ what many others 
have not known. Although this 
makes us very happy, at the 
same time it draws our attention 
to a fl aw in our understanding, 
where the vision of truth is being 
overcome by the world and is 
gradually disappearing. We are 
not abiding in the new creation 
we received through Christ’s 
resurrection according to the 
exhortation: “If then you have 
been raised with Christ, seek 
the things that are above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand 
of God. Set you minds on things 
that are above, not on things that 
are on earth. For you have died, 
and your life is hid with Christ in 
God” (Col 3:1-3).

What can we say dear brothers?

The treasure in your hands 
which has been entrusted to you 
and came down to us through 
the blood of martyrs and the 
tribulation of past generations is 
all but removed from our hands, 
to be given to others who will be 
faithful witnesses to Him. For we 
have risen with Christ and boast 
of it, but we do not concern 
ourselves with what is above or 
seek it. Our interests are earthly 
and self-centered. We say we 
have died with Christ and boast 
of it but we live for the world and 
not with Christ or for Christ.

Contented from last week 
by Fr. Matthew the Poor
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

112-879
465 556 041
Exodus Youth Worx

Engaged with over 45,000 youth
Helped 50% with intense case work
Trained 40 iWorx trainees
Found homes for 203 youth
Welcomed more than 100
volunteers

WHO WE ARE
Since opening in 2003, Exodus Youth Worx has
grown from a small gathering of youth at a park to a
recognised youth agency helping young people and
families who are facing many challenges such as
homelessness, drug and alcohol dependency,
neglect and other forms of abuse. 

HOW TO HELP

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au

BSB:
ACC NO:

ACC NAME:

During these years we have:

Applications for Semester 1, 2018 close February
Offering undergraduate degrees incl. BTh, and postgraduate degrees  incl. Masters to PhD

 – can be studied face to face, or online anywhere in the world 

For more information go to https://stcyrils.edu.au/
e: registrar@stcyrils.edu.au  fb: https://www.facebook.com/stcyrils/

a: 72 Wollongong Rd, Arncliffe, NSW 2205  p: 02 95673076

Accredited
St Cyril’s is accredited 

through the Sydney     
College of  Divinity. 

FEE-HELP available. 
Scholarships for 2018 

open now. Enrol quickly, 
spots filling fast!

Summer Intensives
12 Lectures over two weekends in 

January and February. Units 
offered include the Alexandrian 

Legacy and Mission &     
Evangelism. Enrollments close 

December 29 and January 8, 
respectively. 

S1, 2018
Units offered include intro 
to Syriac Language, intro 
to Pastoral Theology & 
Ministry, intro to New 

Testament, intro to      
Theology, Coptic Art and 

Archeology, Coptic A 
(MQ)
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JOB’S SUFFERING AS CONSOLATION
by St. John Chrysostomos

On both sides, beloved, reap 
the utmost gain, and avoid the 
imitation of Adam knowing 
how many ills are begotten of 
laziness and imitate the piety of 
Job, learning how many glorious 
things spring from earnestness. 
Consider him, the conqueror 
throughout, and you shall have 
much consolation in all pain and 
peril. For as it were in the common 
theatre of the world that blessed 
and noble man stands forth, and 
by means of the suff erings which 
happened to him, discourses to 
all to bear all things which befall 
them nobly and never give in to 
the troubles which come upon 
them. For verily, there is no 
human suff ering which cannot 
receive consolation as a result. 
For the suff erings which are 
scattered over the whole world, 
these came together, and bore 
down upon one body, that of 
Job. What pardon then shall 
there be for him who is unable 
to bear with thankfulness his 
share of the troubles which 
are brought upon him? Since 
he appears not bearing a part 
only, but the entire ills of all 
men, and in order that you may 
not condemn the extravagance 
of my words, come, and let us 
take in hand severally the ills 
that came upon him, and bring 
forward this fulfi llment of them.

And if you wish, let us fi rst bring 

forward that which seems to 
be the most unendurable of 
all, I mean poverty, and the 
pain which arises from it. For 
everywhere all men bewail this. 
Who was poorer, then, than 
Job, who was poorer than the 
outcasts at the baths and those 
who sleep in the ashes of the 
furnace, poorer in fact than all 
men? For these, indeed, have 
one ragged garment, but he 
sat naked, and had only the 
garment which nature supplies, 
the clothing of the fl esh, and this 
the Devil destroyed on all sides 
with a distressing kind of decay. 
Again, these poor folk are at least 
under the roof of the porches 
at the baths and are covered 
with a shelter, but he continued 
always to pass his nights in the 
open air, not having even the 
consolation of a bare roof. And 
what is still greater, the fact that 
these are conscious of many 
terrible evils within themselves, 
but he was conscious of nothing 
against himself. For this is to be 
noticed in each of the things 
which happened to him, a thing 
which caused him greater pain, 
and produced more perplexity; 
the ignorance of the reason 
of what took place. These 
persons, then, as I said, would 
have many things with which to 
reproach themselves. And this 
contributes much to consolation 
in calamity; to be conscious 

in oneself of being punished 
justly. But he was deprived 
of this consolation, and while 
exhibiting a conversation full of 
virtue, endured the fate of those 
who had dared to do extreme 
wickedness. And these folk who 
are with us, are poor from the 
outset, and from the beginning 
are experienced in calamity. But 
he endured calamity in which he 
was unexperienced, undergoing 
the immense change from 
wealth. As then the knowledge of 
the cause of what takes place, is 
the greatest consolation; so it is 
not less than this, to have been 
experienced in poverty from the 
beginning and so to continue in 
it. Of both these consolations 
that man was deprived, and 
not even then, did he fall away. 
Do you see him indeed come 
to extreme poverty, even in 
comparison with which it is 
impossible to fi nd a fellow? For 
what could be poorer than the 
naked who has not even a roof 
over him? Yes rather not even 
was it in his power to enjoy the 
bare ground, but he sat upon the 
dunghill. Therefore whenever you 
see yourself come to poverty, 
consider the suff ering of the 
just one, and straightway you 
shall rise up, and shake off  every 
thought of despondency. This 
one calamity therefore seems to 
men to be the groundwork of all 
suff erings together.

And the second after it, yes 
rather before it, is the affl  iction 
of the body. Who then was even 
so disabled? Who endured such 
disease? Who received or saw 
any one else receive so great 
an affl  iction? No one. Little by 
little, his body was wasted, and 
a stream of worms on every 
side issued from his limbs; the 
running was constant; the evil 
smell which surrounded him was 
strong, the body being destroyed 
little by little, and decaying with 
such putrefaction, used to make 
food distasteful; and hunger was 
to him strange and unusual. For 
not even was he able to enjoy 
the nourishment which was 
given to him. For he says, “I see 
my food to be loathsome” (Job 
6:7). Whenever, then, you fall into 
weakness, O man, remember 
that body and that saintly fl esh, 
for it was saintly and pure, even 
when it had so many wounds. 
And if any one belong to the 
army, and then unjustly and 
without any reasonable pretext, 
be hanged upon the pillory2, 
and has his sides rasped to 
pieces, let him not think the 
matter to be a reproach, nor let 
him give way to the pain when 
he thinks upon this saint. But 
this man, says one, has much 
comfort and consolation in 
knowing that God was bringing 
these suff erings upon him. This 
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indeed especially troubled and 
disturbed him, to think that the 
just God Who had in every way 
been served by him was at war 
with him. And he was not able 
to find any reasonable pretext 
for what took place, since, 
when at least he afterwards 
learned the cause, see what 
piety he showed, for when God 
said to him “Do you think that 
I have had dealings with you 
in order that you might appear 
righteous?” (Job 40:8), he says 
while conscious-stricken, “I will 
lay my hand upon my mouth, 
once have I spoken but to a 
second word I will not proceed,” 
(Job 40:4, 5), and again “as far 
as the hearing of the ear I have 
heard you before, but now mine 
eye has seen you, wherefore I 
have held myself to be vile, and 
am wasted away, and I consider 
myself to be earth and ashes” 
(Job 42:5, 6).

But if you think that this is 
sufficient for consolation, you 
will yourself also be able to 
experience this comfort. And 
even if you do not suffer any 
of these misfortunes at the 
hands of God, but owing to the 
insolence of men — and yet give 
thanks and do not blaspheme 
Him Who is able to prevent them 
indeed, but Who permits them 
for the sake of testing you — 
just as they who suffer at the 
hands of God are crowned, so 
also you shall obtain the same 
reward, because you have borne 
nobly the calamities which were 
brought upon you from men and 
did give thanks to Him Who was 
able indeed to hinder them, but 
not willing.

Behold, then! You have seen 
poverty and disease, and both 
in the extremest degree brought 
upon this just man. Do you 
wish that I should show you the 
warfare at nature’s hands, in such 
excessive degree waged then 
against this noble man? He lost 
ten children, the ten at one fell 
swoop, the ten in the very bloom 
of youth, ten who displayed 
much virtue, and that not by 
the common law of nature, but 
by a violent and pitiable death. 
Who could be able to recount 
so great a calamity? No one. 
Whenever, therefore, you lose 
son and daughter together, have 
recourse to this just man, and 
you shall find altogether much 
comfort for yourself. Were these, 
then, the only misfortunes which 
happened to him? The desertion 
and treachery of his friends, 
the gibes, raillery, mockery 
and derision, and the tearing 
in pieces by all was something 
intolerable. For the character 
of calamities is not of such a 
kind, that they who reproach us 
about our calamities are inclined 
to vex our soul. Not only was 
there no one to soothe him, but 
many from all sides troubled 
him with taunts. And you see 
him lamenting this bitterly and 
saying, “but even you, too, fell 
upon me” (Job 19:5). He calls 
them pitiless and says, “My 
neighbors have rejected me, 
and my servants spoke against 
me, and I called the sons of my 
concubines, and they turned 
away from me” (Job 19:14, 16). 
“And others,” he says, “sport 
upon me, and I became the 
common talk of all (Job 19:9, 10). 
And my very raiment,” he says, 
“abhorred me” (Job 9:31). These 

things at least are unbearable 
to hear, still more to endure in 
their reality, extreme poverty, 
and intolerable disease new 
and strange, the loss of children 
so many and so good, and in 
such a manner, reproaches 
and gibes, and insults from 
men. Some indeed mocked, 
some reproached, and others 
despised; not only enemies, but 
even friends; not only friends, 
but even servants, and they not 
only mock and reproach, but 
even abhorred him, and this not 
for two or three, or ten days, 
but for many months; and (a 
circumstance which happened 
in that man’s case alone) not 
even did he have comfort by 
night, but the delusions of 
terrors by night were a greater 
aggravation of his misfortunes 
by day. For that he endured 
more grievous things in his 
sleep, hear what he says “why 
do you frighten me in sleep, and 
terrify me in visions?” (Job 7:14). 
What man of iron, what heart 
of steel could have endured so 
many misfortunes? For if each 
of these was unbearable in itself, 
consider what a tumult their 
simultaneous approach excited. 
But nevertheless he bore all 
these, and in all that happened 
to him he sinned not, nor was 
there guile in his lips.

Let the sufferings of that man 
then be the medicines for our 
ills, and his grievous surging sea 
the harbor of our sufferings, and 
in each of the accidents which 
befall us, let us consider this 
saint, and seeing one person 
exhausting the misfortunes of 
the universe, we shall conduct 
ourselves bravely in those which 

fall to our share, and as to some 
affectionate mother, stretching 
forth her hands on all sides, 
and receiving and reviving her 
terrified children, so let us always 
flee to this book, and even if the 
pitiable troubles of all men assail 
us, let us take sufficient comfort 
for all and so depart. And if you 
sayest, he was Job, and for this 
reason bore all this, but I am 
not like him; you supply me with 
a greater accusation against 
yourself and fresh praise of him. 
For it is more likely that you 
should be able to bear all this 
than he. Why, you ask? Because 
he indeed was before the day 
of grace and of the law, when 
there was not much strictness 
of life, when the grace of the 
Spirit was not so great, when sin 
was hard to fight against, when 
the curse prevailed and when 
death was terrible. But now our 
wrestlings have become easier, 
all these things being removed 
after the coming of Christ; so 
that we have no excuse, when 
we are unable to reach the same 
standard as he, after so long a 
time, and such advantage, and 
so many gifts given to us by 
God. Considering therefore all 
these things, that misfortunes 
were greater for him, and that 
when the conflict was more 
grievous, then he stripped for 
the contest; let us bear all that 
comes upon us nobly, and with 
much thankfulness, in order that 
we may be able to obtain the 
same crown as he, by the grace 
and lovingkindness of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, with whom be 
glory to the Father together with 
the Holy Spirit, now and always 
and for ever and ever. Amen.

proclaiming them saints, Pope 
Francis also called the men 
“martyrs” in the days following 
their death.
“Their only words were: ‘Jesus, 
help me!’ They were killed 
simply for the fact that they were 
Christians,” HH Pope Tawadros 
II said on Feb. 16, 2015.
“The blood of our Christian 
brothers and sisters is a 
testimony which cries out to be 
heard. It makes no difference 
whether they be Catholics, 
Orthodox, Copts or Protestants. 
They are Christians!” HH Pope 

Francis added, while speaking 
to a Protestant delegation from 
Scotland. “The martyrs belong 
to all Christians.”
In a message sent to HH  Pope 
Tawadros II two months later, 
Pope Francis said, “Today 
more than ever we are united 
by the ecumenism of blood, 
which further encourages us 
on the path towards peace and 
reconciliation.”
Angaelos, in his remarks on 
Tuesday, noted that the “historic 
event” of the martyrdom of 
the 21 Christians “provided 

an opportunity for a deep 
and genuine unity among the 
Christian Church worldwide, 
and amongst all people of 
Faith and none, who rejected 
the inhumanity of this very 
public crime that violated every 
understanding of the dignity and 
sanctity of life as we know it.”
HG Bishop Angaelos,said their 
deaths “represented a turning 
point for many and an awakening 
for the world.”
“They will, for the remainder of 
my life, be an inspiration and 
an example of true, simple and 

faithful witness in the midst 
of what can sometimes be an 
unaccepting, cruel and brutal 
world. Their witness has shown 
that darkness can always be 
broken by the light of Christ that 
can indeed shine through each 
and every one of us,”.
The bodies of the murdered 
Copts were scheduled to be 
buried in Egypt’s Minya province, 
which was home to the majority 
of those killed.

libyan martyrs returned to egypt For burial
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