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“THE GOLDEN PRINCIPLES”
GOSPEL READING : LUKE 6:27-38

In the gospel reading of today, 
the Lord is establishing for 
us some of the basic, golden 
principles of Christianity, that 
all of us as Christians should 
practice. And in the fi rst place, 
He calls our attention by saying 
to us: "But I say to you who 
hear” : The Lord is about to give 
a universal message to each 
one of us. He is not only talking 
to His disciples, or to those who 
were around Him only, but He 
is telling all people to “hear”. 
Those who carefully listen to 
Christ shall fi nd that He has 
something to say to them that is 
worth hearing.
Now the lessons Christ teaches 
us here in these few verses are:-

I. WE MUST HAVE 
GOOD DEEDS: we must give 
to everyone their due  ( in the 
same way that the Lord teaches 
us to “render to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s”), and we must 
be honest and just in all our 
dealings, as it is mentioned in 
verse 31: “And just as you want 
men to do to you, you also do 
to them likewise”. We must put 
ourselves in the position of 
others, and treat others in the 
same way that we expect to be 
treated. 

II. WE MUST HAVE 
CHARITABLE DEEDS: we must 
freely give to those in need, as 
mentioned in verse 30: “Give to 
everyone who asks of you. And 
from him who takes away your 
goods do not ask them back”.   
Giving to people in need is a 
very special virtue because you 
are helping those people who 
are not able to help themselves. 

Charitable deeds are very 
important, and result in 2 
glorious things:

[1.] It will result in our profi t; 
because our “reward shall be 
great”, (verse 35). Whatever we 
give or lend, or lose on earth – 
from a true principle of charity – 
will be made up to us in heaven. 
The Lord is saying to us that, 
"You shall not only be repaid, 
but rewarded, greatly rewarded; 
it will be said to you, Come, you 
that are blessed by My Father, 
inherit the kingdom.’’ 
[2.] It will be to our honour; 
because in doing charitable 
deeds, we shall resemble God 
in His goodness, which is the 
greatest glory: “and your reward 
will be great, and you will be 
sons of the Most High”. It is the 
glory of God that “He is kind to 
the unthankful and evil” (verse 
35), and provides for all people 
their daily needs, even if they 
rebel and dishonour Him. And 
for this reason, the Lord tells us 
to have merciful deeds, when 
He says: “Therefore be merciful, 
just as your Father also is 
merciful” (verse 36). Imitate your 
Father in those things that are 
His brightest perfections. The 
Lord is telling us to be merciful 
as God is merciful, even to the 
evil and the unthankful, and to 
be perfect as God is perfect. 
We must struggle hard for this 
perfection, and so the Lord 
will be happy with us and our 
struggle will be acceptable to 
Him. St Paul, in Colossians 3:14, 
describes charitable deeds as 
being “The bond of perfection.” 
These beautiful words and 
promises should encourage us 
to be merciful and charitable to 
others, even to those who hurt 
us, in the same way that God is 
merciful to others – even to us 
when we are evil and unthankful. 
But because of His love, He 
overlooks our faults and only 
sees us as being His beautiful 
children, as He calls us in the 
Song of Solomon: “Open for me 
My love, My dove, My perfect 
one”.

III. WE MUST HAVE 
LOVING DEEDS: love is the 
most precious virtue because it 
has the power to transform and 
change people – even those with 
the hardest heart. We must be 
generous in forgiving those who 
hurt us, and we must do good to 
those who do evil to us. For as 
the Lord commands us: “Love 
your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you… hoping 
for nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you 
will be sons of the Most High.” 
Through these beautiful verses, 
our beloved Lord Jesus Christ is 
wanting to teach us something 
very important – 
- He is setting the 
guidelines for the basis of His 
religion – which is a religion of 
love. No other religion in the 
world bases the principles of 
their religion on love.  
- And through these words 
the Lord is also revealing to us 
how the deeds of a Christian 
can be perfected: that is, 
through practicing good deeds, 
charitable deeds, loving deeds, 
and merciful deeds:     
We must be kind to those who 
hurt us. Not only should we love 
our enemies, but we should do 
good to them. We should be 
ready at any time to off er them 
a good service, and loving 
acts, without feelings of hatred 
or revenge. Do they curse us, 
speak badly of us, and wish us 
harm? Do they despitefully use 
us? Then let us bless them, and 
pray for them, and speak well of 
them as much as we can, as the 
Lord has instructed us in verse 
35: “love your enemies, and 
do them good”. 

 “But if you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those 
who love them. And if you do 

good to those who do good to 
you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same”

The Lord Himself set for us a 
perfect example, for He is the 
perfection of love and good 
deeds. Through His wonderful 
example, He showed us how 
to love and do good to those 
who hate us. And so, in order 
to recommend to us this very 
diffi  cult task, the Lord presents 
it as a very generous thing…
The Lord tells us that if we love 
and do good things to those who 
do good to us, then we achieve 
nothing, because we are simply 
returning their kindness, and this 
is normal. No eff ort is paid, and 
we have done nothing to glorify 
the name of Christ. Even sinners 
who don’t know Christ, do the 
same.

“But love your enemies, do 
good, and lend, hoping for 
nothing in return; and your 
reward will be great, and you 
will be sons of the Most High”

But the Lord is asking something 
more excellent from us. He 
wants us to do what sinners 
cannot do – and that is to repay 
evil with good. And this is not for 
the purpose of getting thanks, 
but through such actions, we 
are thanking and praising and 
glorifying the name of the Lord.

"Judge not, and you shall not 
be judged. Condemn not, and 
you shall not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be 
forgiven. Give, and it will be 
given to you: good measure, 
pressed down, shaken 
together, and running over will 
be put into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that 
you use, it will be measured 
back to you."

The Lord often spoke these 
words, and they can be 
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considered like golden 
sentences, just like the proverbs 
of King Solomon. The Lord is 
giving us here some important 
messages:
I. We should not judge others, 

so that we will not be judged, 
and we should not condemn 
others so that we will not be 
condemned. 

II. We should deal with others 
in a charitable way – a way 
in which we do not think evil 
towards them, but we bear all 
things, believe and hopes all 
things; and when we do this, 

then others will also show 
charity towards you. God will 
not judge and condemn you, 
and neither will people.  For 
this reason the Lord tells us: 
“Blessed are the merciful for 
they shall obtain mercy”. 

III. If we have a giving and a 
forgiving spirit, then we shall 
reap the benefit of it, for the 
Lord tells us: “Forgive and 
you will be forgiven”. If we 
forgive the harm others have 
done to us, then others will 
forgive our faults. If we forgive 
the trespasses done against 

us by others, then God will 
forgive our trespasses that 
we have done against Him.

IV. If we show charity and 
mercy to others, then God 
will give us the same, and 
so He says: “Give, and it will 
be given to you”. God, in His 
kindness and providence, 
will recompense it to you. 
They that sow plentifully 
shall reap plentifully. Those 
who God recompenses, He 
recompenses abundantly. 

V. We must expect that we 
will be dealt with in the same 

way that we deal with others, 
and for this reason the Lord 
tells us: “For with the same 
measure that you use, it will 
be measured back to you”.  
And the Lord will reward each 
one according to his deeds 
and works.

Glory be to God

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affiliated Regions
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COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH DIOCESE OF SYDNEY AND AFFILIATED REGIONS

BOARD OF DEACONS ELECTIONS CENTRAL COMMITTEE 2018
NEW SOUTH WALES 

Archangel Michael & St Bishoy 
Coptic Orthodox Church- Mount 
Druitt

1 Adel Henain
2 Andrew Rezk
3 Ashraf Botrous
4 Bishoy Ibrahim
5 Emad Rezk
6 Magdy Andrawes
7 Maher Basaly
8 Philip Yassa
9 Robert Daniel

St Peter & St Paul Coptic Orthodox 
Church- Illawarra Area

1 Bahgat Guirgis
2 George Albert
3 Wagdy Abadeer

St Mary & Archangel Michael 
Coptic Orthodox Church- Coff s 
Harbour

1 Michael Tawadros
2 Mina Abdel Massih

St Mark Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Arncliff e 

1 Hany Assaad
2 Andrew Messih
3 Karim Azer
4 Michael Lawandi
5 Michael Rouchdi
6 Mina Hanna
7 Thomas Moussa
8 Joseph Mikhail
9 Yehyia Botros

St Mary, St Bakhomios & St 
Shenouda Coptic Orthodox 
Church- Kirrawee

1 Zakaria Zaki Attia
2 Adel Hanna
3 Amgad Lotfy
4 Amir Riad
5 Fady Awad
6 George Gendy
7 Michael Yacoub
8 Peter Dimitry
9 Samir Salama

 St Mary & St George Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Newcastle

1 Soliman Soliman
2 Emad Elkomos
3 Hany Iskander
4 Magid Gerges
5 Mina Goubrial
6 Osama Metias

St Antonios & St Paul Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Guildford

1 Simon Michail
2 Andrew Bedwani
3 Antony Mansour
4 David Hanna
5 Gamal Daoud
6 John Dimian
7 Mark Abdelmalek
8 Ramy Manous
9 Tadros Badawi

St George Coptic Orthodox 
Church- Kensington

1 Emad Awadalla
2 Ayad Tanious
3 Hany Ibrahim
4 Hany Salib
5 Mark Botros
6 Michael Farag
7 Peter Botros
8 Saher Mekhael
9 Yousry Youssef

Anba Abraam Coptic Orthodox 
Church- Long point

1 George Fanous
2 Ashraf Soliman
3 Emad Rizkalla
4 Fadi Habib
5 Mamdouh Farid
6 Mina Aziz
7 Nashaat Mahfouz
8 Rami Banob
9 Walid Megally

St Barbara & Abu Nofer the 
Hermit Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Campbeltown 

1 Magued Khalil
2 Bishoy Marcus
3 David Hanna
4 Fady Khalil
5 Hany Ghebrial
6 John Saleeb

St George & Prince Tadros Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Liverpool

1 Oregan Abdelmessih
2 Ernest Nakhla
3 Girgis Basta
4 Ibrahim B Hilmi
5 Medhat Rafl a
6 Moborak Moussa

Anba Abraam & Father Mikhail El 
Behery Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Peakhurst

1 Adel Shehata
2 Ehab Melek
3 Fikry Atalla
4 Mina Soliman
5 Nashat Corollos
6 Saad Saleh

St Demiana & St Athanasius Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Punchbowl 

1 Beshoy Botros
2 Adib Farag
3 Hazim Habib
4 Maged Wassef
5 Nashaat Bassal
6 Samir Tadros
7 Samuel Rofaeel

St John the Baptist & St Elijah the 
Prophet Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Dubbo

1 Louis Lufallah
2 Androas Lutfallah
3 Ashraf Labib
4 George Dawoud
5 Mageed Hanna 
6 Robert Gulta
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St Mary & St John the Beloved 
Coptic Orthodox Church- Wagga 
Wagga

1 Wagieh Jabra
2 Gamal Mark
3 Kerolos Nessim
4 Michael Tadros 
5 Osama Ghobrial
6 Ramzy Barsoum

The Apostles & St Abanoub Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Blacktown

1 Farid Zaki
2 Ayman Shonouda
3 Emil Magar
4 George Elmasri
5 Hani Abdelseed 
6 Kamil Eltum
7 Mohsen Yowakeim 
8 Samuel Boctor
9 Wadie Manisa

St Mary & St Mina Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Bexley

1 Kamel Hanna
2 Carl Elassal
3 Hany Barsoum
4 John Tawadros
5 Michael Nadi Selim
6 Mina Nosseir
7 Sam Bassilious
8 Tamer Mikhail
9 Youssef Mekari 

St Pope Kyrillos & St Habib 
Girgis Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Monterey 

1 Nabil Guirguis
2 Daniyal Yousif
3 Maher Naguib
4 Rezkalla Rezkalla
5 Samuel Guirguis
6 Victor Bestawrous

St Mary & St Marina Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Llandilo

1 Emmanuel Armanious
2 Adel Salib
3 Atef Guirguis
4 Ramiz Zakhari
5 Sameh Anis
6 Samir Sharkawi

St Mary & St Kozman & St 
Demian Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Kellyville

1 Amir Ishak 
2 Fady Farag
3 Meina Magla
4 Michael Gendy
5 Raymon Mikhael
6 Samir Kirollos

St Mary & St Sidhom Bishay 
Coptic Orthodox Church- Dural

1 Osama Saweres
2 Fouad Zaki
3 Hani Solomon
4 Joseph Nashed
5 Ounas Greges
6 Raafat Bekhit
7 Sam Elias
8 Samier Sirry

St Mary & St Pope Kyrillos VI 
Coptic Orthodox Church- Taree

1 Eid Andrawos
2 Amir Rizk
3 Sherif Meena
4 Akram Youssef
5 Mark Kamel
6 Moheb Ghaly

St Mary & St Mercurius Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Rhodes

1 Ashraf Selim
2 Amir Hanna
3 Ashraf Anwar
4 Fadi Eweda
5 George Wahby
6 Joe David
7 Joseph Nour
8 Mena Salib
9 Wassim Wassef

St Paul & Anba Reweis Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Collaroy

1 Sheraf Matar
2 Antwan Ghaly
3 Elie Boulos
4 James Millard
5 Medhat Shenoda
6 Ohanis Waneisian

St Luke Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Sylvania 

1 Andrew Nada 
2 Steven Basily

Archangel Michael Coptic 
Orthodox Church & Retreat 
House- Entrance NSW 

1 Diaa Hanna
2 Raouf Farag
3 Raymond Fam 

St Karas the Hermit Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Theresa Park

1 Osama Armani
2 Sam Yacoub

St Mary, St Anthony & St Paul 
Coptic Orthodox Church- Orange 
NSW

1 Bishoy Phillips
2 Emad Azzer

St Mary & St Moses the Mighty 
& St Takla Hemanout Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Darwin

1 George Hanna
2 Emad Rezkalla
3 Hani Youssef
4 Eyad Hanna 

NOTHERN TERRITORY
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St Mina & St Anthony Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Gold Coast 
(HELENSVALE)

1 Ashraf Mikhail
2 David Tawfi k
3 Jean Tadros
4 Nabil Youssef
5 Ossama Mikhaiel
6 Samuel Wissa

St Mary & St George Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Townsville

1 John Nawar
2 Nasr Guirguis
3 Ashraf Agaibey
4 Andrew Gad 

Virgin Mary Coptic Orthodox 
Church- Brisbane (CALAMVALE)

1 Hani Girgis
2 Mark Hanna
3 Mikael Henain
4 Mina Greiss
5 Nabil Girgis
6 Sherif Mankarious

St Mary & St Moses the Mighty 
Coptic Orthodox Church- 
Bundaberg

1 Atif Gabriel
2 Bishoy Elrashidi
3 Matthe Dunford
4 Mina Farouk
5 Samy Beshai

St Mark & St George Coptic 
Orthodox Church- North Brisbane 
(STRATHPINE)

1 Rami Mankarious
2 Abeer Hanna
3 Ayman Elkomos
4 Ehab Kiriakos
5 Farid Rizk
6 Sameh Mitri

St Mary & St George Coptic 
Orthodox Church- Toowoomba

1 Amir Gorgees
2 Bashar Artin
3 Mina Kirollos
4 Onsy Rophael
5 Peter Abdelmalek
6 Ramez Said

QUEENSLAND

John Nakhla President For 
Board of  Deacons Elections Central Committee 2018

“Who maketh his angels spirits; 
his ministers a fl aming fi re” (Ps. 
104:4).

These are the words of the King 
and Prophet David. With these 
words, he said that God created 
the wisest minds, the fl eshless 
spirits, servants loyal to Him, 
who burn with eternal love for 
God, fulfi ll God’s will and abide 
in the unapproachable light of 
the Throne of Glory. The Lord 
created the angels as wise, 
powerful, eternally holy, purity 
and within Divine truth. Ponder 
this, dear brothers and sisters, 
delve into this with your minds. 
The Lord divided all the angels 
into nine orders, or ranks: 
the thrones, the dominions, 
principalities, powers, authorities 
and others; they all obey each 
other—the lower orders obey 
the higher orders. In the likeness 
of the heavenly hierarchy, the 
Lord established three ranks in 
the Church Militant: the bishops, 
priests and deacons, who also 
obey each other.

God created an innumerable 
multitude of angels. When you 
came to liturgy this morning, 
maybe someone among you 
looked into the sky and saw 

how many stars fi ll the heavens. 
There are so many stars that it 
seems that the sky 
is fi lled with poppy 
seeds. No mortal 
can count them 
all. As one cannot 
count the stars in the 
heavens, so can one 
not count the number 
of holy angels. One 
star shines brighter, 
another less so, 
but each of them 
is greater than our 
world, larger than the 
Earth, this is known 
and has been proven.

The countless 
multitude of angels 
abide in the heavens, 
in the presence 
of God, fulfi ll God’s will and 
eternally glorify God. Some of 
them are appointed by God to 
humans, these are our guardian 
angels who protect people 
throughout their lives, from 
baptism until death, keep evil 
away from them and direct them 
to all truth and goodness. If a 
person lives righteously, lives 
well, he will feel this himself. 
Think, dear brothers and sisters, 
how close angels are to us!

Today we celebrate the Synaxis 

of Archangel Michael and the 
Bodiless Powers. You probably 
know or have heard of the 
miracle performed by Archangel 
Michael. A few impious people 
had decided to kill Saint 
Archippus and the destroy the 
church he built; they channeled 
a great river towards the church, 
but Archangel Michael appeared 
to Archippus, consoled him, split 
a cliff  asunder, and directed the 
river towards the rocky chasm, 

so that the water did not fl ood 
the church, and the church and 
Archippus were saved.

Angels are not prone to sin, 
they cannot even think sinful 
thoughts—their notions and 
desires are pure. They are 
imparted with all perfection, 
they are always wise, always 
strong, always good. They 
fi rmly established themselves 
in love for God, in holiness 
and truth and do not fall into 
sin, only some of them, a third 
overall, saddened the Lord with 
their disobedience and could 
no longer be citizens of the 
heavens; they were cast down 
by God. And you, my friends, 
should emulate the angels loyal 
to God, and after being citizens 
of the earthly fatherland, you will 
become co-citizens with them of 
the heavenly fatherland. Emulate 
the angles, especially since you 
are created in the image of God; 
this gift is common to angels 
and men. Honor the angels, my 
friends, imitate their holiness, 
their love and devotion to God, 
and you will be worthy of the 
blessed live in heaven together 
with them. Amen.

ON THE HOLY ANGELS
by St. John of  Kronstadt
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Exodus Youth Worx invites you to our annual

CHARITY DINNER

EXODUS
youth
worx

6pm, 26th July, 2018
Doltone House, 223 Belgrave Esplanade, Sylvania Waters
$110 per guest 
$55 for children under 12
Attire: Formal

Contact us for ticket information 
info@exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or check out our Facebook page 
@exodusyouthworx for online ticket sales
 

Seniors Support Service 

The Seniors Support Service (SSS) at 
Exodus Youth Worx is a free service.

 We can assist with:
 Filling in Centrelink forms and applications

 Applying for MyAgedCare and creating an account

 Advocacy services

 Tutoring for using technology devices (computers,   
 smart phones, tablets/ipads) 

 Tutoring on how to use social media (facebook,   
 instagram etc). 

If  you would like to find out more please 
call us on 9597 4330.
If  you would like to find out more please 

                                                                                              
St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 

EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 
(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 

2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and 

Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“A good man deals graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs with discretion” 
(Psalm 112:5) 

 
Our Volunteers in Melbourne are currently sending a container to Africa. We are 
in desperate need, for your financial assistance to cover the cost of purchasing, 
shipping to Africa and logistic cost to its final destination. 
 
So, your cheerful donation can be forwarded to our bank account with details as 
follows: - 
 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc: -   493911231 
Financial Institution: - St. George Bank 
Account Name: - St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
 
“He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord; and He will pay back what He has 
given.” (Proverb 19:17) 

 
“All Donations are Tax deductable” 

The 40th day commemoration of our beloved husband, 

father, grandfather and great grandfather 

Mourad Salib 
may God rest his soul in peace, will be held on Saturday 
28/7/18 at St. Mark coptic orthodox church during the 

mass.
He was the husband of Alice Salib, father of Souzan Gad 
wife of Dr Monier Gad, Laura Malek wife of Dr Assad 

Malek, Claire Rewais wife of Dr Osama Rewais.
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“But why,” someone asks, “are 
some punished here, but others 
only hereafter and not at all 
here?”

Why? Because if all were 
punished here, we would all have 
perished, for we all are subject 
to penalties. On the other hand, 
if no one were punished here, 
most people would become too 
careless, and many would say 
that there is no providence. For, 
if now, although they see many 
of the wicked being punished, 
they utter many blasphemies 
of this kind, if this were not so, 
what would they not say? How 
far would they not go in evil? For 
this reason God punishes some 
here, but does not punish others. 
He punishes some, cutting short 
their evil ways, and making their 
retribution hereafter the lighter, 
or even completely releasing 
them, and making those who 
live in wickedness better by the 
punishment of these people. 
Others, however, He does not 
punish, so that if they attend 
to themselves, repent, and 
respect God’s forbearance, 
they may be freed from both 
the punishment here and the 
retribution hereafter; but if they 
persist, without benefiting from 
God’s tolerance of evil, they may 
undergo a greater retribution 
because of their great contempt.

But if someone of those who 
profess knowledge should say 
that those who are punished are 
treated unfairly, for they could 
have repented, we would say 
this, that if God had foreknown 
that they would repent, He would 
not have punished them. For if 
He lets off those who He knows 
are remaining uncorrected, all 
the more He would have left 
alone for the present life those 
who He knew would benefit 
from His forbearance, so that 
they might use the respite 
for repentance. But as it is, 
catching them in advance, He 
both makes their penalty lighter 
hereafter and improves others 
by their punishment. And why 
does He not do this for all the 
wicked? In order that waiting 
in apprehension brought on by 
fear at the punishment of others 
they may become better, and 
praising God’s forbearance and 
respecting His gentleness they 
may desist from wickedness. 
“But they do nothing of the kind,” 
someone says. But God is not to 
blame for the rest, but their own 
heedlessness, because they are 
not willing to use such powerful 
medicine for their own salvation.

To learn that this is His reason, 
attend: Pilate once mixed the 
blood of the Galileans with the 
sacrifices, and some people 
came and reported this to Christ. 

He said, “Do you think that only 
those Galileans were sinners? 
I tell you, No; but unless you 
repent you will likewise perish.” 
Another time eighteen people 
fell down in the collapse of a 
tower, and He said the same 
thing about them; for in saying, 
“Do you think that only those 
were sinners? I tell you, No,” 
He showed that the living also 
deserved the same punishment; 
and in saying, “Unless you 
repent you will likewise perish,” 
He showed that God had 
allowed them to suffer for this 
purpose, in order that the living 
might be frightened by what 
happened to others, and might 
repent and become inheritors of 
the kingdom. “What? Is that man 
punished,” someone asks, “to 
make me better?” Not for this 
reason, but he is punished for 
his own sin. But in addition he 
becomes a means of salvation 
for those who pay attention to 
him, making them more diligent 
for fear of what happened to 
him. Masters also do the same; 
often by beating one servant 
they have made the rest behave 
better out of fear.

When you see people either 
suffering from shipwreck or 
crushed by a house or burned to 
death in a fire or swept away by 
rivers or losing their lives by any 
other such violent means, then 

when you see others committing 
the same sin or even worse 
than theirs, and suffering no 
misfortune, do not be confused, 
saying, “Why, when they commit 
the same sins, do they not suffer 
the same consequences?” 
But consider this, that He has 
allowed one person to be taken 
away and put to death, preparing 
for him a lighter retribution 
hereafter, or even completely 
releasing him; but He has not 
permitted another to suffer 
anything like this, in order that he 
may be brought to his senses by 
this man’s punishment and may 
become better. But if he remains 
in the same sins, he will gather for 
himself an unrelieved retribution 
by his own heedlessness. And 
God is not to blame for his 
unendurable punishment.

Again, if you see a righteous 
person suffering tribulation or all 
the misfortunes which we have 
mentioned, do not lose heart: 
his misfortunes are preparing 
more brilliant crowns for him.

In summary, every punishment, 
if it happens to sinners, reduces 
the burden of sin, but if it happens 
to the righteous, makes their 
souls more splendid. A great 
benefit comes to each of them 
from tribulation, provided that 
they bear it with thanksgiving; for 
this is what is required.

WHY ARE SOME PEOPLE PUNISHED WHILE 
OTHERS ARE NOT?

by St. John Chrysostomos
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HOMILY 67 ON JOHN 14:1-3

Let not your heart be troubled:1 
believe in God, believe also in 
Me. In My Father’s house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you, that I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, 
I come again, and will receive 
you unto Myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also (Jn 
14:1–3).

We must lift ourselves up, my 
brethren, to God with greater 
intentness, that as the words 
of the holy Gospel have now 
sounded in our ears, we may 
also in whatever sort be able 
to take them in with the mind. 
For the Lord Jesus says, “Let 
not your heart be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in 
Me.” So that they might not as 
men fear death, and therefore 
be troubled, He consoles 
them, assuring them that He 
is also God. “Believe,” says 
He, “in God, and believe in 
Me.” For it follows, that if you 
believe in God, you ought also 
to believe in Me: which would 
not follow, if Christ were not 
God. Believe in God, and 
believe in Him to Whom it 
is nature, not robbery, to be 
equal with God: for He emptied 
Himself, yet not losing the form 
of God, but taking the form of a 
servant. You fear death for this 
form of a servant: let not your 
heart be troubled; the form of 
God shall raise that to life again.

But what is this that follows, “In 
My Father’s house are many 
mansions,” but, that they were 
also afraid for themselves? 
Wherefore it was meet to be 
said to them, “Let not your heart 
be troubled.” For which of them 
would not be afraid, when to 
Peter, the more confi dent and 
forward, it was said, “The cock 
shall not crow until you have 
denied Me three times?” As 
if then they must perish from 
Him, with good reason were 
they troubled: but when they are 
told, “In the house of My Father 
are many mansions: if it were 
not so, I would have told you, 
that I go to prepare a place for 
you,” they are refreshed from 

their perturbation, assured 
and confi dent that even after 
perils of temptations they shall 
dwell where Christ is, with 
God. For albeit one be stronger 
than another, one wiser than 
another, one more righteous 
than another, one holier than 
another; in the Father’s house 

are many mansions; none of 
them shall be estranged from 
that house; where there shall be 
a mansion for each according 
to his deserving. True, they all 
equally receive that penny which 
the Householder commands to 
be given to all them which have 
wrought in the vineyard; in that, 
making no distinction who have 
labored less and who more: 
by which penny of course is 
signifi ed eternal life, where none 
lives more than other, because 
living hath no diverse measure in 
eternity. But the many mansions 
signify the diverse dignities of 
merits in the one life eternal. 
For there is one glory of the 
sun, another glory of the moon, 
another glory of the stars: for one 
star diff ers from another star in 
glory; so also is the resurrection 
of the dead. As the stars, the 
saints have allotted unto them 
diverse mansions of diverse 
glory: as those in the fi rmament, 
so they in the kingdom; but as 

touching the one penny, none 
is separated from the kingdom: 
and so shall God be all in all, 
that, since God is love, by love 
it shall come to pass, that what 
they severally have shall be 
common to all. For so is each 
one himself the haver, when he 
loves in the other what himself 

hath not. So shall there not be 
any invidiousness of unequal 
glory, since the unity of charity 
shall reign in all.

Therefore they are to be rejected 
from a Christian heart, who 
imagine that this saying of the 
many mansions means, that 
without the kingdom of heaven 
there will be some condition 
wherein may dwell the blessed 
innocents who have departed 
this life without baptism, seeing 
that without it they shall not be 
able to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. This faith is not faith, 
because it is not the true and 
catholic faith. What? ye foolish 
people and blinded with carnal 
imaginations, whereas ye would 
deserve to be reprobated, if 
ye should separate from the 
kingdom of heaven the mansion, 
I do not say of Peter or of Paul 
or of any of the Apostles, but of 
any soever baptized little one, 
do ye not think ye deserve to 

be reprobated, that ye separate 
therefrom the House of God the 
Father? For the Lord saith not, In 
the whole world, or, In the whole 
creation, or, In the Life or Bliss 
everlasting, are many mansions, 
but, In My Father’s house are 
many mansions. Is not this the 
house where we have a building 

of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the 
heavens? Is not this the house, 
of which we sing to the Lord, 
Blessed are they that dwell in 
Thine house; for ever and ever 
they shall praise Thee? And 
will ye then dare to separate 
from the kingdom of heaven, 
not the house of any baptized 
brother, but the house of God 
the Father Himself, to Whom 
all we the brethren say, Our 
Father, Which art in heaven; or 
dare so to divide it, that some 
of its mansions shall be in the 
kingdom of heaven, others out 
of the kingdom of heaven? God 
forbid! forbid it, that they who 
wish to dwell in the kingdom of 
heaven, should wish to dwell 
with you in this foolishness; 
forbid it, I say, that whereas 
every house of reigning sons 
cannot be elsewhere than 
in the kingdom, of the royal 

house itself there should be 
some part not in the kingdom.

And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 
And whither I go ye know, and 
the way ye know. O Lord Jesus, 
how goest Thou to prepare a 
place, if already there are many 
mansions in Thy Father’s house, 
where Thine shall dwell with 
Thee? Or, if Thou receivest them 
to Thyself, how comest Thou 
again, Who goest not hence? 
These things, my beloved, if we 
shall essay to expound briefl y, as 
much as seems enough for to-
day’s discourse, being crowded 
they will surely not be cleared 
up, and the very brevity will be 
fresh obscurity: therefore let us 
defer this debt, to pay it you at a 
more convenient season, as the 
Father of our household shall 
bestow the ability.

by St. Augustine
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

Applications for Semester 1, 2018 close February
Offering undergraduate degrees incl. BTh, and postgraduate degrees  incl. Masters to PhD

 – can be studied face to face, or online anywhere in the world 

For more information go to https://stcyrils.edu.au/
e: registrar@stcyrils.edu.au  fb: https://www.facebook.com/stcyrils/

a: 72 Wollongong Rd, Arncliffe, NSW 2205  p: 02 95673076

Accredited
St Cyril’s is accredited 

through the Sydney     
College of  Divinity. 

FEE-HELP available. 
Scholarships for 2018 

open now. Enrol quickly, 
spots filling fast!

Summer Intensives
12 Lectures over two weekends in 

January and February. Units 
offered include the Alexandrian 

Legacy and Mission &     
Evangelism. Enrollments close 

December 29 and January 8, 
respectively. 

S1, 2018
Units offered include intro 
to Syriac Language, intro 
to Pastoral Theology & 
Ministry, intro to New 

Testament, intro to      
Theology, Coptic Art and 

Archeology, Coptic A 
(MQ)
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Date AM Service PM Service

Friday
22/6/2018 7:15 Arrival of HG to Sydney

Flight No. SQ221

Saturday
23/6/2018 7:00

Vespers
Archangel Michael & 
St. Bishoy Church – 

Mount Druitt

Sunday 
24/6/2018 8:30 Holy Mass

St. Mark Church - Arncliff e

Tuesday 
26/6/2018

St. Shenouda the Archimandrite 
Monastery

Wednesday 
27/6/2018

Holy Mass
St. Shenouda the Archimandrite 

Monastery Putty 

Saturday 
30/6/2018 8:30

Holy Mass
Anba Abraam Church –

Long Point
7:00

Vespers
St. Mary, St. Bakhomios & St. 
Shenouda Church - Kirrawee

Sunday 
01/7/2018 8:30 Holy Mass

St. George Church - Kensington

Thursday 
05/7/2018 8:30

Holy Mass
Pope Cyril VI & Archdeacon Habib 

Guirgis Church - Monterey

Friday
06/7/2018 9:00

Holy Mass
St. Demiana & St. Athanasius Church 

- Punchbowl

Saturday 
07/7/2018 8:30

Young Coptic Families             all day 
Conference

St. Mary & St. Mina Cathedral - 
Bexley

Sunday 
08/7/2018 9:00 St. Antonious & St. Paul Church - 

Guildford

Tuesday 
10/7/2018 7:55 Travel to Cairo

Flight No. SQ212

PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT OF
HIS GRACE BISHOP PAULA 

BISHOP OF TANTA
FRIDAY 22ND JUNE – TUESDAY 10TH. 

JULY 2018



Copts’ News24 Baounah 1734

Published by the Diocese of Sydney & its Affi  liated Regions 13

Date AM Service PM Service

Tuesday
3/7/2018

Arrival of HG to Sydney
Flight No. EY450

St. Shenouda the Archimandrite 
Monastery –

Putty

Wednesday
4/7/2018

St. Shenouda the Archimandrite 
Monastery –

Putty

Thursday 
5/7/2018

St. Shenouda the Archimandrite 
Monastery –

Putty

Friday 
6/7/2018

St. Shenouda the Archimandrite 
Monastery –

Putty
7:30 General Meeting

St. George Church - Kensington

Saturday 
7/7/2018 7:00

Vespers
St. Mary & St. Marine Church - 

Llandilo

Sunday 
8/7/2018 8:30

Holy Mass
St. Mary & St. Mina Cathedral - 

Bexley

Tuesday 
10/7/2018 8:00 Holy Mass

St. Mark Church - Arncliff e 7:30
General Meeting

St. George & Prince Tadros Church 
- Liverpool

Wednesday 
11/7/2018 8:30

Holy Mass
St. Mary & St. Mercurius Church - 

Rhodes

Thursday 
12/7/2018 8:00

Holy Mass
The Apostles & St. Abanoub Church 

- Blacktown

Friday 
13/7/2018 Travel to Melbourne

PROGRAMME FOR THE VISIT OF
HIS GRACE BISHOP MARTYROS

GENERAL BISHOP - CAIRO
TUESDAY 3RD. JULY – FRIDAY 13TH. 

JULY 2018
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St Shenouda Feast Celebration 
At 

St Shenouda Monastery-Sydney. 
 

(Sat. & Sun : 14 & 15 July 2018). 

 
H G Bishop Anba Daniel (Bishop & Abbot of St Shenouda Monastery,Sydney-Australia) 

is welcoming everyone to come and benefit spiritually. May the intercession of St 
Shenouda strengthen and preserve us All in the days of our Sojourn. Amen.  

 

Saturday 
14/7/2018.                      Feast of St. Shenouda. (Actual Day: Saturday 14/7/2018). 

9:00 am   12:00 pm          The Holy Liturgy (Then Giving of Presents).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
12:00pm 2:00 pm        Lunch. 
2:00 pm        3:00 pm Procession around the Monastery. 
5:00 pm 6:30 pm Vesper Prayers. 
11:00pm 3:00 am (Sun) Vigils, Hymns, Midnight Praises. 

Sunday 
15/7/2018. Feast of St. Bishoy. 

3:00 am   5:00 am          The first Holy Liturgy. 
9:30am 12:00pm The second Holy Liturgy. (Giving of Presents). 
12:00pm 1:00 pm        Lunch. 
1.00pm 2.00pm Procession around the Monastery OR Meeting With Sayedna. 
5:00 pm 5:30 pm Sunset prayers at the Church. 

 
                                         (8201\7\41) يوم السبتتكون  سوف  االحتفال و السهرة لعيد األنبا شنودة رئيس المتوحدين

 لك حتي مانعطي فرصة أحسن للجميع.وذ (1820\7\15واالحد )
 السبت

 (.2018\7\14 تبس)اليوم االصلى العيد القديس األنبا شنودة  8201\7\14

  .القداس اإللهي )وتوزيع الهدايا ( ظ 12:00 ص 9:00     
 .الغذاء ظ 2:00  ظ 12:00

  .القديسين بالدير رفات وباقيواالنبا بيشوى  زفة أيقونة األنبا شنودة  ظ 3:00     ظ 2:00
 .صاله رفع بخور عشيه م 6:30 م 5:00 

 .وتسبحة نصف الليلمدائح وسهرة  ص 3:00 م  11:00
 األحد

 بيشويعيد القديس األنبا  .15/7/2018

  .القداس اإللهي األول ص 5:00 ص 3:00
  .القداس اإللهي الثاني ) وتوزيع الهدايا ( ظ 12:00  ص    9.30  
 .الغذاء ظ 1:00 ظ 12:00
 او لقاء مع سيدنا في الكنيسة.وباقي رفات القديسين بالدير زفة أيقونة األنبا شنودة  واالنبا بيشوى ظ 2:00                    ظ1:00

 .صالة مزامير الغروب والنوم والستار م 5:30 م 5:00 

 
جميعنا في أيام  القديسين تسندنا وشفاعة القديس األنبا شنودة وجميع .الكل مدعو لألشتراك وأخذ البركة

 .آمين غربتنا
 

Bishop Anba Daniel. 
.8/2016/3 
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