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GOSPEL READING – MARK 3:22-35

In the gospel reading of today, 
our beloved Lord wants to tell 
us how much He loves us and 
is willing to forgive us even our 
worst sins, if only we repent. By 
doing what the Lord advises us, 
the rewards are wonderful – He 
will accept us as His closest 
family, and for this reason, even 
our Lady St Mary, whose feast 
we celebrated recently, tells us 
in John chapter 2: “Whatever He 
tells you, do it.” This is the only 
instruction St Mary gave us, and it 
was enough because it includes 
every other commandment. 

1. “And the scribes who came 
down from Jerusalem said, “He 
has Beelzebub” and, “By the 
ruler of the demons He casts 
out demons.” So He called 
them to Him and said to them in 
parables: “How can Satan cast 
out Satan?”

The scribes said these terrible 
words out of envy and spite.  
The devil has a kingdom, but this 
kingdom is in opposition to God, 
and he will never share Christ’s 
interests. Instead, the Lord will 
conquer and break Satan. 

For what communion can there 
be between light and darkness? 
And Christ and Beelzebub? 
Christ will destroy the devil’s 
kingdom, and his kingdom shall 
not stand. 

The plan of our beloved Lord is 
to conquer Satan and overthrow 
his kingdom of darkness and 
wickedness, and to set up a 
kingdom of light, holiness, and 
love. 
2. “No one can enter a strong 
man’s house and plunder his 
goods, unless he fi rst binds the 
strong man, and then he will 
plunder his house.”

This verse refers to the world 
that sat in darkness, and 
wickedness, and was in Satan’s 
possession and under his power. 
This situation is described as a 
house that is in the possession 
and under the power of a strong 
man. It is the same case with a 
person who is evil – Satan dwells 
within him and rules his life.

But…

The aim of the Lord’s gospel was 
to spoil the devil’s house, which 
as a strong man, he kept in the 
world; and the Lord wanted to 
turn the people from darkness 
to light, and from sin to holiness, 
and from a temporary life to an 
everlasting life, and from the 
power of Satan to a loving God 
(Acts 26:18). 

So, in order to carry out this aim, 
the Lord bound the strong man, 
(who is Satan), and cast him out, 
and encouraged all believers 
to hope that, whatever power 
Satan might have over people, 
Christ by His grace would break 
it: He will bind Satan and destroy 
him. 

When nations were converted 
from worshipping idols to 
worshipping the living God, 
and some of the worst sinners 
were sanctifi ed and justifi ed and 
became the best of saints, then 
Christ spoiled and plundered 
the devil’s house, and He will 
continue to do so. 

3. “Assuredly I say to you, all 
sins will be forgiven the sons of 
men, and whatever blasphemies 
they may utter; but he who 
blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit never has forgiveness, 
but is subject to eternal 
condemnation”

Here our beloved Lord is saying 
to us that, no matter how bad 
our sins are, God will forgive 
everything if we truly repent, 
and that’s why He says in Isaiah: 
“Even though your sins are like 
scarlet and crimson, they shall 
be as white as snow” (1:18). This 
is because the Lord is merciful. 

The Lord will forgive the sin of 
blasphemy against God’s name, 
because we fi nd, for example, 
that St Paul obtained mercy, even 
though he was a blasphemer of 
God’s name (1 Timothy 1:13). 
The Lord will even forgive the sin 
of blasphemy against the Son, 
because we fi nd that when He 
was being crucifi ed, many who 
reviled Him, afterwards repented 
and found 
mercy. 

But the only 
exception 
o f 
forgiveness 
i s 
blasphemy 
against the 
Holy Spirit, 
because:
 
It is a 
c o mp le te 
r e j e c t i o n 
of the Holy 
Spirit - 
sinners cut 
themselves 
off  from 
faith and 

repentance. They reject the 
comfort and gifts of the Holy 
Spirit and so therefore they will 
never come to know Christ. 
4. “Here are My mother and My 
brothers! For whoever does the 
will of God is My brother and My 
sister and mother.”

These precious words of the 
Lord are very special, because 
who are we for God to call us 
by such aff ectionate names? 
It reminds us of the Beloved in 
the Song of Solomon who called 
out to his lazy and neglectful 
spouse: “Open for me my sister, 
my love, my dove, my perfect 
one” (Songs 5:2). 

In those days, the expression 
‘my sister’ or ‘my brother’ was 
used between husbands and 
wives, and it described the 
closest and most intimate love. 

Of course, we are not perfect, 
but because the Lord has pure, 
loving eyes, He sees all of us as 
being beautiful.

In the same way, the Lord is 
calling us by these intimate 
expressions of “My brother and 
My sister and mother”, to show 
His deep love for us. He is the 
bridegroom and we the church 

are His bride. 

However, our beloved Lord tells 
us that this honour is based 
upon us doing the will of God. 
For this reason, we should not 
only be ‘hearers’ of the word of 
God, but we must do the work 
as well. In this way, we will share 
with the saints in this honour.

This is a good reason why 
we should also honour those 
who fear the Lord, and choose 
them to be our closest friends, 
because it is to our benefi t 
to have fellowship with those 
people who have fellowship with 
God.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affi  liated Regions
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D i o c e s e  N e w s
HG BISHOP DANIEL PASTORAL TRIP TO ST MARY, ST MOSES THE MIGHTY & ST TAKLA 

HEMANOUT CHURCH – DARWIN DURING THE PERIOD 4TH AND 5TH OF AUGUST 2018.
HG Bishop Daniel travelled to 
Darwin in a Pastoral Trip to St 
Mary, St Moses the Mighty & 
St Takla Hemanout Church – 
Darwin during the period 4th 
and 5th of August 2018.
On Saturday 4th of August 
2018 , on arrival to Darwin 

and  together with Reverend 
Fr Moussa Beshara , the Priest 
of the Church and some of 
the congregation HG Bishop 
Daniel  visited the land, which  

the NT Government proposed 
to give it to the Church as a 
grant after completion of the 
required papers. HG prayed 
the Thanksgiving prayers, and 
some litanies, and together with 
Reverend Fr Moussa Beshara, 
they anointed the four corners of 

the land with the Holy Oil from 
Jerusalem and Egypt, also they 
anointed the land with the holy 
water of the Apostles Lagan, so 
that the Lord would bless it.

Then they prayed the Vespers 
in the  small church inside the 
rented houses, and HG gave 

a sermon about:” The sinful 
woman who visited the house of 
Simon”.

Then HG made the Annual 
General Meeting with the 
congregation, to choose the 
Board of Deacons, as two 
members from the board left 
Darwin.

Then HG discussed with all the 
congregation, the proposed 
project to get  NT Government 
Grant of the Land to erect on it 
the  fi rst Coptic Orthodox Church  

in Darwin.  All the congregation 
and Reverend Fr Moussa 
Beshara agreed to continue in 
the project. Then I gave all the 
documents about this project to 
the secretary of the Church.

On Sunday 5th of August 2018, 
HG Bishop Daniel together with 
Reverend Fr Moussa Beshara,  
prayed the Divine Liturgy in the 
small Church in our 

HG ordained two boys as 
Epsaltous and upgraded 5 
Deacons as Augnostos.x
All the congregation partook 
the Holy Communion, the 
congregation were very happy, 
about 20 people (including 
children) attended the Divine 
Liturgy.
Then they all shared the Agape 
meal together.
The congregation requested HG 

to visit them again in November 
2018 to follow up the issue of 
the land, they also requested 
HG to spent 4 days with them 
to visit their houses and bless 
them. HG agreed to visit Darwin 
in November 2018 on his way 
to Cairo to attend the Meetings 
of the Holy Synod in November 
2018.
It was a blessed and successful 
trip.

HG Bishop Daniel travelled to 
DUBBO in a Pastoral Trip to 
St Mary, St John the Baptist & 
St Elijah the prophet Church 
in DUBBO during the period 
Saturday 11 and Sunday 12 
August 2018 . 

On Saturday 11th of August 
2018, HG Bishop Daniel 
prayed the Vespers with all 
the congregation, and he gave 
spiritual talk about:” The dealing 
of Christ with the multitude “. 

Then he attended the midnight 
praise with Reverend Fr 

Archilides El Antony, the Priest 
of the Church and some of the 
congregation.
On Sunday 12 August 2018 Hg 
and Reverend Fr Archilides El 
Antony baptised an Australian 
Family and their three young 
children.
Then together with Reverend 
Fr Archilides El Antony and the 
congregation prayed the Divine 
Liturgy, 37 persons attended, 
from Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, 
Australia and Fiji. HG gave 
sermon about:” Vineyard and 
Vinedressers”.

HG BISHOP DANIEL TRIP TO ST MARY, 
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST & ST ELIJAH THE 

PROPHET CHURCH IN DUBBO

And he ordained some Apsaltos and elevated some Apsaltos to the 
rank of Augnostos.
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CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE DIOCESE NEW OFFICES 

Diocese of Sydney & Affi  liated Regions
Address: 91 George Street Parramatta – NSW 2150

Tel: 96353988
        96339477

Fax: 96339877

Mailing Address:  PO Box: W7 Westfi eld Parramatta NSW 2150

Then HG shared the Agape meal 
with the congregation. 
After this, with Reverend Fr 
Archilides El Antony, HG visited 
the Three Sunday School 
Classes, Five servants were 
serving the students, Two 
beloved sons  and three beloved 

daughter . HG was pleased with 
the  growth  of the service of 
this church after the arrival of 
Reverend Fr Archilides El Antony 
to DUBBO as he is serving from 
his heart.
Then HG attended the 
Annual General Meeting with 

the Congregation and after 
consultation and hearing the 
opinion of everyone, they 
restructured the Board of 
Deacons of the Church.
After this HG & Reverend Fr 
Archilides El Antony made 
visittions to some of the families 

before departing back to Sydney.  
It was a successful Trip and 
HG promised the congregation 
to spend longer time next trip 
to Dubbo from 11th to 16th of 
December 2018.

1 
 

PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT OF HIS GRACE BISHOP YOUSSEF  
BISHOP OF TEXAS - USA 

TUESDAY 4th SEPTEMBER – FRIDAY 7th SEPTEMBER 2018 
THE SILVER JUBILEE OF UPPER ROOM (UR) CHURCH  

Theme: VISION FOR THE FUTURE 
 

Evening Service 
 Time Morning Service Time Date 
  Arrival to Sydney 

Flight UA839 
 

6:45am Tuesday 4/9/2018 

1-  Introduction to the Theme of 
      the Revival  
      HG Bishop Daniel 
 
2- How to maintain our Orthodox 
   Beliefs and Spirituality in a 
   Western Culture. 
       HG Bishop Youssef 
 
3- Video “ The History of UR 
    Church “ 
 
4- Prayer meeting      

7:00-
9:30PM 

Holy Liturgy 
St. Mark Church – Arncliffe 

HG Bishop Daniel & 
HG Bishop Youssef 

 
 

  

5:00am – 
7:00am 

Wednesday 5/9/2018 

1-The Coptic Orthodox Church in 
  The Western Culture :- 
   A recipe to flourish and preach 
         HG Bishop Youssef 
 
-2- Video Conference with  
   Rev. Fr. Tadros Malaty 
 
-3- Reception in the hall with 
       HG Bishop Youssef &  
       HG Bishop Daniel 

7:00PM – 
9:30PM 

Holy Liturgy 
St. Mark Church – Arncliffe 

Arabic Church  
HG Bishop Daniel & 
HG Bishop Youssef 

 
Followed by Meeting with the 

Congregation at the Hall  
 

 

8:00-
10:00am 

Thursday 6/9/2018 

2 
 

1-Orthodox Youth in the  
   21st. Century in the Western  
   Culture – how to practice the 
   Life of purity? 
       HG Bishop Youssef 
 
2-  Q & A 
     HG Bishop Youssef & 
     HG Bishop  Daniel 
 
3- Tasbeha led by  
    HG Bishop Daniel 

 

7:00PM – 
9:30PM 

Holy Liturgy 
(Upper Room Church) 

Church Fathers 
 

 

5:00am – 
7:00am 

Friday 7/9/2018 
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HG BISHOP ANGELOS AT NCCA AND NSW EC 
HEADQUARTER GIVING A LECTURE ABOUT ECUMENISIUM THE 

OPORTUNITIES AND OBSTRCLES 22 AUGUST 2018

HE Archbishop Angaelos of 
London (Coptic Orthodox 
Church).The President for the 
Orthodox Churches Churches 

Together England, he works 
extensively for Religious 
freedom and Ecumenism and 
is also a Member of the Central 

Committee of the World Council 
of Churches  
At NCCA and NSW EC 
headquarter giving a public 

lecture about Challenges and 
Opportunities for Ecumenism 22 
August 2018
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My self with all the Monks/Fathers and the Brother of St Shenouda Monastery in Sydney Australia:                            
declare Tomorrow Wednesday 1/8/18 a day of Mourning, in which to express our sadness, shock and big loss 
of our Father and Brother HG Bishop Anba Apiphanious; Bishop & Abbot of St Macarius Monastery in Egypt, 

last Sunday 29/7/18, who was Bashed and murdered by someone who is so evil. 

We don’t know yet who is the Killer but there are facts that states; the Crime took place inside the Monastery, 
at the time of Midnight Tasbeha, by a person who knows very well the timing of the Tasbeha Prayers and most 
of all he knows the custom of the Bishop’s route and timing of going out of his cell,coming to the Church. 

The Killer is then one of: A Stranger whether Christian or non Christian disguised as 
one of the Visitors or Novices, or One of the 1000 labourers who work at the 

Monastery, or one of the Monks !!! 

’

’
’

Bishop Anba Daniel. 
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1 
 

 
 

PROGRAM FOR THE VISIT OF H.G BISHOP ASHEYA, BISHOP OF TAHTA 
  

Monday 13th of August – Monday 10th of September 2018 
 

 

Date 
 

Time 
AM Service Time 

PM Service 
Monday  

13/08/2018 
   Arrival of HG Bishop Asheya 

Tuesday  
14/08/2018 

8:00AM Holy Mass 
St. Mark Church - Arncliffe 

  

Wednesday 
15/08/2018 

  4:00PM Holy Mass 
St. Demiana & St. Athanasius 

Church - Punchbowl 
Friday 

17/08/2018 
9:00AM Holy Mass 

Anba Abraam & Fr. Mikhail El Behery 
Church - Peakhurst 

7:00PM Vespers 
St Mary & St Marina Church -Llandilo 

Sunday 
19/08/2018 

8:00AM Holy Mass 
The Apostles & St. Abanoub Church - 

Blacktown 

  

Tuesday  
21/08/2018 

  8:00PM Vespers 
St Mary & St Mina Cathedral - Bexley 

Wednesday  
22/08/2018 

2:00AM Holy Mass 
 Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary’s Body 
St. Mary & St. Mina Cathedral – Bexley 

 

  

 
Thursday 
23/08/2018 

 
8:30AM 

 
Holy Mass 

Pope Cyril VI & Archdeacon Habib Guirgis 
Church – Monterey 

  

Saturday 
25/08/2018 

8:30AM Holy Mass and celebration for the Opening 
of the New Premises of St Mary & St George 

7:00PM Vespers 
St George & Prince Tadros Church - 

2 
 

 
 

Church – Newcastle- 1/1 Pippita Close – 
Beresfield NSW 2322 

Liverpool 

Sunday  
26/08/2018 

9:00AM Holy Mass 
St. Antonious & St. Paul Church – Guildford 

  

Tuesday  
28/08/2018 

8:30AM Holy Mass 
St. Mary & St. Mercurius Church – Rhodes 

 

  

Wednesday  
29/08/2018 

 Holy Mass 
Anba Abraam Church – Long Point 

  

Friday 
31/08/2018 

  8:00PM Arabic Meeting 
St George Church - Kensington 

Saturday 
01/09/2018 

8:00AM Holy Mass 
St. Mary, St. Bakhomios & St. Shenouda 

Church - Kirrawee 
 

7:00PM Vespers 
St Mary & St Sidhom Bishay - Dural 

Sunday  
02/09/2018 

8:30AM Holy Mass 
St. Mark Church - Arncliffe 

  

Saturday  
08/09/2018 

8:30AM Holy Mass 
With HG Bishop Daniel & HG Bishop             

Anba Daniel of St Shenouda Monastery 
40 Days Memorial for the Thrice Blessed  

HG Bishop Epiphanius 
 At  

St Mary & St Mina Cathedral - Bexley 

7:00PM  Verpers 
St Mary , St Cosman & St Demian 

Church – Kellyville  

Sunday 
09/09/2018 

9:00AM Holy Mass 
Archangel Michael & St. Bishoy Church – 

Mount Druitt 
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Seniors Support Service 

The Seniors Support Service (SSS) at 
Exodus Youth Worx is a free service.

 We can assist with:
 Filling in Centrelink forms and applications

 Applying for MyAgedCare and creating an account

 Advocacy services

 Tutoring for using technology devices (computers,   
 smart phones, tablets/ipads) 

 Tutoring on how to use social media (facebook,   
 instagram etc). 

If  you would like to find out more please 
call us on 9597 4330.
If  you would like to find out more please 

                                                                                             

 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 
Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), 

and Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 

“Listen to what the poor have to say and answer  
politely” (sir 4:8) 

 
“I know your works, love, service….” (Rev 2:19) 

 
Container Report 

 
The board of directors of St. Mark Nubian Foundation is pleased to inform 
you that our container arrived Juba, loaded with your generous gifts and 
donations. 
Your offerings and all contents of the container was distributed among the 
Lord’s brethren who received them cheerfully with their blessings to you. 
We would like to extend a warm Thank You to H.G. Abba Sourial Bishop of 
Melbourne and H.G. Abba Daniel Bishop of Sydney as well as H.G. Abba 
Danyal Abbot of St. Shenoti Monastery, for their kind prayers and support. 
As there is a desperate need for your kind offerings due to the rapid growth 
of our preaching services, we are planning to assist our church in Juba in the 
building process of St. Mary’s hospital. So, we kindly beg you to continue 
your support through your prayers as well as your financial support. 
    Accordingly, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate promptly and 

wholeheartedly to the following bank account: - 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc:-   493911231 
A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian 
Foundation 
Bank Name : -  St. George Bank 

We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward your good deed with 
His Heavenly rewards. 

“He that pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord” (Pro 19:17) 
 

“We can issue with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 
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St George & Prince Tadros Church Liverpool

BSB: 062 199 - Account: 10259691

Ref: Masterplan - Stage 01

Or for cheque and monetary donations please contact the 

below church representatives:

1. Mr. Mobarak Moussa           - 0411 397 772

2. Mr. Bahgat Hilmi                  - 0404 063 006

3. Mr. Oregan Abdel Messiah  - 0431 436 906

May the Lord reward you with the Heavenly Blessings.

 

And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. Exodus 25:8

St George & Prince Theodore Coptic Orthodox Church is 
located in Liverpool, a Main Regional Centre located in the 
Sydney Metropolitan, South West of the Sydney CBD, one 
of the fastest growing regions in Sydney. Located at the 
peaceful end of Tepper Park at 41 Kennedy Street Liver-
pool, the church currently sits on a total site area of 
approximately 3,798 sqm with a further addition of 
1,200sqm upon the acquisition of Part McLean Street God 
willing. This will bring the total site area to approx. 
5000sqm by the Grace of God in the future. Stage 01 of 
the Masterplan, will focus on the extension of the main 
Existing Church + Refurbishment, with Construction antici-
pated to commence early 2019. If you would like to make 
a donation towards this exciting project, please find below 
our Parish’s Account details: 

New Building Works

Stage 01 | Church Extension + Refurbishment 

St George & Prince Theodore Coptic Orthodox Church - 41 Kennedy Street, Liverpool | Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions
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It has been noticed lately that 
our Coptic Orthodox youth, 
are facing a lot of challenges 
in the grounds of their faith 
and it has been accelerated by 
the very quick transparency of 
information, through the high 
technology we are living in 
now.   In this article section, I’ll 
be discussing some areas of 
challenges of our true Coptic 
Orthodox faith.  This true 
Christian Coptic Orthodox faith, 
has been delivered to us by our 
fathers, descending from the 
holy apostles and they kept that 
faith to us by their blood because 
this faith is the only avenue that 
will lead us to be in heaven at 
the end of life.  
Here I  make it clear that I am 
very open to any questions to 
answer; so when you read any of 
these related articles, which will 
be issued as a series and you 
have any questions, please send 
it to my email father_tadros@
bigpond.com and you will fi nd 
the answer in the next issue 
of the El-Manara magazine or 
on the church web site www.
stbakhomios.org.au 
Part 1: Does God exist? 
In this article, I will not use 
the Bible verses to prove the 
existence of God, but I will prove 
the existence of God just by 
logic discussion, without using 
a one verse from the Holy Bible.
1. Logically to study any 
matter, we must study it with the 
suitable means; for example, the 
idea or the thought, needs the 
brains to accommodate it; the 
substance needs the senses to 
touch and feel it.  It is impossible 
to taste a delicious food using 
the microscope or to solve 
mathematical equations using 
the microscope, but we can 
use the microscope to identify 
bacteria or microbes for virus 
etc.… 

Based on this, when we need 
to search about God; God is 
not an idea or a thought to 
accommodate it in our very little 
limited brains and He is not a 
substance to touch and feel with 

the senses.  God is Spirit and He 
existed before any knowledge 
of time, He is everlasting and 
eternal.  We also know He is 
infi nite and Unlimited, so there is 
no logic to say we can contain 
knowledge about God in our 
very limited and little brains.  
But for the sake of our brothers 
and sisters who do not believe, 
we will make here a study 
of logic things, which simply 
proves God exists and that He 
is the Creator of all things.  In 
this regard, I confi rm that there 
is no contradiction of faith and 
the logic brains, but rather the 
faith empowers the logic of the 
brains. St. Augustine, who was 
an atheist philosopher, after 
he tried to criticize Christianity 
was fi nding any writings from 
the holy bible to use his brains 
and philosophy to criticize 
Christianity but the power of the 
Word of God captured him and 
he believed and then he said, “I 
was blind and ignorant and now 
I see and I state here clearly that 
the faith I found made sense for 
the logic of my brains”. 

Let’s take a simple example 
here - with the microscope, 
we see the microbes which we 
cannot see with the normal eye, 
the same thing through faith 
we can comprehend the facts 
about God, which the brains 
cannot comprehend because 
God is much higher and above 
all abilities of humans.
Another example: - no brains 
can comprehend that when 
pharaoh came after the people 
of Israel to capture them back 
at the shore of the red sea, God 
opened for them (the children of 
Israel) a dry land in the middle of 
the sea and the waves became 
like walls for them to cross away 
from Pharaoh’s army.  As I said 
it is hard to believe it with the 
normal brains, but the history 
proved it to us, being recorded 
on the walls of the temples of the 
ancient Egyptians and I would 
highlight here that the Egyptians 
will not be happy to register 
their terrible conquer but as it is 

history, it has been registered to 
prove this fact, which the brains 
cannot believe. The signs of 
archeology found in the bottom 
of the red sea, the wheels and 
the bars of the chariots of the 
Egyptian army at that time and 
the bones of the horses - this is 
all proved.

So to conclude number one, 
when we prove the existence 
of God, we are not cancelling 
or putting on hold our brains 
but as a matter of fact we are 
empowering our brains to realize 
the reality of the life we are living.

2. The biggest objection 
for the atheists, who deny that 
God exists is what they call co-
incidence. They believe that all 
this universe we live in, is by co-
incidence and something else 
they call it ‘the big bang’.  Here 
I cannot believe how their brains 
after reaching very high levels of 
research and science, believe 
that all this great creation with 
its very thorough system comes 
by co-incidence? Let me say 
for instance if I get an A3 paper, 
divide it into 300 squares, 
number them and cut the 
squares, put them in your hand 
in order from 1-300, then throw 
them on the ground.  Tell me how 
many chances of success will it 
be if just collecting them by your 
hand from the ground without 
any order, that they come back 
in the same order of numbering? 
I believe there will be no one 
single chance and here imagine 
if the squares were from 1-1000 
or more; it is totally impossible 
to collect them in the same order 
by co-incidence.  Here I will 
discuss some arguments about 
things we all live and use and 
how can it be by co-incidence!

• The brains of any one of 
us.  What is inside these 
brains, especially for a very 
knowledgeable person or 
scientist? Is there shelves 
or fi les and how big is the 
computer there inside the 
brains to keep this huge 

amount of knowledge and 
diff erent amount of things 
and memories?  Also, where 
is the electric power that 
makes this computer work 
day and night? And how 
fast is that computer, which 
can remember something 
50 years ago in a moment, 
let alone that these brains 
are working day and night, 
even when you are asleep 
the brains work and many a 
time for something busying 
us, the brain is working and 
thinking about it and wakes 
us up from the middle of 
sleep, even if we are totally 
exhausted! Is this by co-
incidence?

• The eye- for us to take a 
photo, it needs enough 
light, background, a fl ash 
sometimes and early before 
the technology, we used to 
take the photos in negatives 
then send it to a lab using 
chemicals to print it on a 
card and by the years it fades 
away.  But as for the eye, it is 
a camera that picks anything 
with the minimum amount 
of light like a candle or less 
and on the spot, it records it, 
prints it on the brains, sends 
it to the memory and keeps it 
for so many years. Is this by 
co-incidence?

• What about the nature 
around us and the millions 
of diff erent plants how they 
are all green but you look 
at them and can distinguish 
them one from another! 
Once I took an atheist friend 
to the national park and told 
him, “can you count the trees 
here?” he said, “no” then I 
said, “you see them all green 
and you can distinguish 
them from each other with 
a slight diff erence”, he said 
“yes” I said to him, “if you 
can get for me a group of the 
top artists to paint only 100 
trees on a big sheet and they 
are all diff erent greens like 
this, I will agree with you that 
God does not exist” and he 
answered, “it can’t be”.

IS YOUR FAITH STRONG ENOUGH?
By: Very Rev. Fr. Tadros El-Bakhoumi
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Applications for Semester 1, 2018 close February
Offering undergraduate degrees incl. BTh, and postgraduate degrees  incl. Masters to PhD

 – can be studied face to face, or online anywhere in the world 

For more information go to https://stcyrils.edu.au/
e: registrar@stcyrils.edu.au  fb: https://www.facebook.com/stcyrils/

a: 72 Wollongong Rd, Arncliffe, NSW 2205  p: 02 95673076

Accredited
St Cyril’s is accredited 

through the Sydney     
College of  Divinity. 

FEE-HELP available. 
Scholarships for 2018 

open now. Enrol quickly, 
spots filling fast!

Summer Intensives
12 Lectures over two weekends in 

January and February. Units 
offered include the Alexandrian 

Legacy and Mission &     
Evangelism. Enrollments close 

December 29 and January 8, 
respectively. 

S1, 2018
Units offered include intro 
to Syriac Language, intro 
to Pastoral Theology & 
Ministry, intro to New 

Testament, intro to      
Theology, Coptic Art and 

Archeology, Coptic A 
(MQ)

Christian Overseas Provident Tutelage 
Society of Australia
ABN 77 774 185 422

PO Box 393, South Gate, Sylvania, 
NSW, 2224

www.copts.org.au
Email: heshmatgrace@gmail.com
Tel +61 2 9589 2293, 
Mobile 0413 276 514

Announcement by the Management 
Committee

The Management Committee of 
C.O.P.T.S announce that all donations 
to the Needy are transferred as is, 
at the exchange value on the day 
of transfer, no admin cost or any 
other deductions, by C.O.P.T.S, or by 
“BLESS”, our partner in Egypt. 

Heshmat Grace

President

• What about the heat, can 
anyone control the heat when 
it is too hot or too cold? What 
about the rains, can anyone 
order the rain to come when 
it is in a terrible drought time? 
Or can anyone order the rain 
to stop when it is pouring 
and causing a lot of damage 
and almost stopping a lot of 
movement and works! It this 
by co-incidence?

• Once I was with the youth 
in Fitzroy falls camp and 
I saw a very high tree 
standing and there were 
massive winds coming but 
the tree is still standing, 
then using my engineering 
background, I thought how 
is this tree standing with this 
great height and only by the 
roots in the ground, while in 
engineering industry, for us 
to fi x an electric high pole, 
we have to dig deep down 
in the ground, put concrete 
around the base of that pole 
with horizontal metal things 
to hold It and with dyna bolts 
and then tension bars to keep 
it straight and then it has to 
be continuously checked and 

maintained, lest it falls down 
and this tree is standing on 
its own like millions of other 
trees years and years, is this 
by co-incidence?

Conclusion
The nature itself with all 
what’s around us with its great 
systematic order, which no one 
can do like, is a witness for a 
great powerful Creator, Who 
created it.  That is why when 
it has been said about the 
scientist of mathematics – ‘Isaac 
Newton’-  in his time they used 
to have a big hat on their heads 
all the time and only take it off  
when greeting someone when 
you meet a person.  Suddenly 
they saw Mr. Newton walking all 
the time without a hat, so they 
stopped him and questioned him, 
his answer was, “I discovered 
that God exists, and He is the 
Creator of all what we live in and 
I am taking my hat off  in respect 
and reverence because He is 
everywhere around us”. 
We’ll stop at this and continue in 
the next issue.
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St	M
ary	and	St	M

ina’s	Coptic	College	Em
ploym

ent	O
pportunity	-	Financial	O

fficer-	Part	Tim
e	Role	

	St	M
ary	and	St	M

ina’s	Coptic	College	in	Sydney	is	seeking	to	appoint	a	Financial	O
fficer	at	the	Bexley	Cam

pus	for	3	
days	per	w

eek.	The	successful	applicant	w
ill	be	suitably	qualified,	self-m

otivated	and	w
ith	a	track	record	of	delivering	

outstanding	results.		The	duties	relative	to	this	position	include:		
A.	Finance		

· 
Collate	and	m

atch	purchase	order	form
s	and	corresponding	invoices.		

· 
Ensure	the	validity	of	the	above	docum

entation.		
· 

Record	inform
ation	on	the	Accounts	Payable	M

odule	of	the	Finance	Softw
are	Package	(M

YO
B).		

· 
Process	com

puterised	cheque	paym
ents	in	a	correct	and	tim

ely	m
anner.		

· 
M

aintain	appropriate	filing	of	all	accounts	payable	docum
entation.		

· 
Be	responsible	for	accurate	record	keeping	relating	to	G

.S.T	requirem
ents.		

· 
Record,	issue	and	m

aintain	all	debtor	accounts	w
ith	the	College	for	areas	such	as	tuition	fees,	school	levies,	

event.		
· 

Pay,	record	and	reconcile	Petty	Cash	System
.		

· 
Assist	the	H

ead	of	College	/	Accountant	w
ith	Fee	enquiries	from

	parents.	
· 

Assist	the	College	Accountant	w
ith	the	required	periodical	reconciliation	e.g	Bank	Reconciliations,	etc.	

B.	Adm
inistrative		

· 
Provide	general	team

	support	to	the	Adm
inistration	area	w

here	needed	and	required.		
· 

Provide	support	to	College	retail/trading	areas	(U
niform

	Shop),	as	required.		
· 

Provide	the	H
ead	of	College	and	Business	M

anager	w
ith	adm

inistrative	support	as	required.	
· 

Assist	the	Business	M
anager	w

ith	the	ordering	and	purchasing	of	capital	item
s	for	the	classroom

s,	grounds	
and	staff	facilities.	

· 
Assist	the	Business	M

anager	as	required	w
ith	duties	associated	w

ith	the	College	Em
ergency	M

anagem
ent	

Plan.	
	External	Liaisons	

· 
College’s	Auditor,	Schools	Banker,	G

overnm
ent	Departm

ents.	
	

Skills,	Know
ledge	&

	Selection	Criteria		

The	skills	and	know
ledge	required	to	perform

	the	duties	of	the	position	are	as	follow
s:		

· 
A	decisive	understanding	of	w

indow
’s	based	financial	and	adm

inistration	softw
are	packages.		

· 
A	thorough	and	diverse	know

ledge	of	various	com
puter	softw

are	program
s,	including	M

icrosoft	W
ord,	Excel	

and	M
YO

B.		
· 

The	ability	to	readily	acquire	know
ledge	and	understanding	of	College	specific	functions,	policies	and	

procedures.		
· 

Excellent	interpersonal	skills,	being	able	to	positively	interact	w
ith	all	m

em
bers	of	the	College	Com

m
unity	

and	those	external	individuals/agents	w
ho	w

ork	w
ith	the	College.		

· 
Ability	to	gain	cooperation	and	assistance	from

	the	College’s	teaching	and	non-teaching	staff	in	order	to	
achieve	w

ell-defined	objectives	for	the	financial	m
anagem

ent	of	the	school.		
· 

W
ell-developed	com

m
unication	skills,	particularly	in	respect	to	interview

s,	telephone	discussions,	report	and	
letter	w

riting.		
· 

W
ell-developed	com

puter	skills	in	the	areas	of	com
puterised	accounting	system

s,	spreadsheets	and	other	
associated	com

puter	softw
are.		

· 
M

anaging	tim
e,	setting	priorities	and	planning	and	organising	one’s	w

ork	together	w
ith	contributing	to	the	

priorities	determ
ined	by	the	financial	operations	of	the	School.		

Letter	of	Application	and	current	CV	w
ith	3	referees	to:		M

s.	M
ary	Ann	Azer	at	m

aryannazer@
gm

ail.com
.	

Applications	close	by	31/08/2018	
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Some Guide Lines for our blessed Visitors who visit our Monastery or any other 
Monastery: 

These Guide Lines are for your own Benefit and the Benefit of The Monks. 

Please note: Having Said These Guide Lines now, does not mean at all that our 
Monasteries are in Chaos or our Monks are no Good, but the Contrary, for it is said;                                                             

“Preparation is better that Reparation”.    

 When you come to the Monastery, don’t 

 
 Please don’t Forget that the Monks had 

with God, so don’t bring the World back to them, that’s hurt them
 

 Please don’t bring with you your engagement Rings and ask the

 

 ’

 

 ’

 
’

 

 

’
 

’

 

Bishop Anba Daniel. 
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