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respOnse tO sOMe QuestiOns reGardinG the 
terrOrist inCident On the MOsQues in neW ZeaLand

Foreword: The heinous terrorist 
incident which took place in two 
mosques in New Zealand, on 
Friday the 15th of march 2019, 
and resulted into the death of 50 
people, and the wound of many 
others, raised many questions, 
which I will try to mention and 
answer some of them as follows: 
1. How do we assess 
and see this heinous terrorist 
incident?
It is a crime that is described as a 
heinous crime of man against his 
fellow man. As for the perpetrator 
of this incident, a man who has 
well planned this accident and 
executed it with a cold heart, but 
his planning was evil as he was 
evil, and this person is in prison 
facing his earthly punishment, 
then of course his heavenly one. 
Every man of us gives account 
of his works in the great day of  
judgment. This terrible act led 
to the death of more than fi fty 
people of various nationalities, 
who were praying in the mosque, 
to their Lord, and their lives were 
ended by this heinous act; they 
were praying in their holy place, 
we ask our Lord God to have 
mercy on them. Let us take an 
important lesson for all of us, 
which is our life is just a vapor 
that appears a little while and 
then disappears, at anytime, 
anywhere, and in multiple ways, 
so that man must always be 
a good man ready to meet his 
God at any time. This incident 
caused sadness to fi fty houses, 
the families of the victims, it 
caused sorrow for more families 
who are the victims’ relatives, 
and a third sorrow for the 
families of the victims' friends, 
and I dare to say that the fourth 
sorrow for the family of this 
terrorist, whose reputation was 
contaminated by giving birth to 
someone who submitted himself 
to evil and they won’t see him 

again. This incident caused a lot 
of grief to innumerous homes in 
New Zealand and in Australia. I 
wonder: What did this killer gain 
from all the grief he caused? 
Unfortunately, he did not reap 
anything but being a man who 
lost his humanity and became a 
murderer of his fellow man. As 
for the leaders of the countries, 
for every offi  cial, and for every 
human being honorable and 
patriotic, this incident is a 
ringing bell of danger, ringing 
very loudly alerting to the 
horror of terrorism in the world, 
and requires  a joint act from 
everyone to try to minimize its 
harm, I am not saying to stop it 
because terrorism has  existed 
since the beginning, since Cain 
killed his brother Abel, for no 
reason.

2. What are the reasons 
that lead to extremism in such a 
terrible way?

This question is puzzling, but let 
us say that there are structural 
reasons for human identity, 
which are governed by three 
very important factors: religion, 
culture and human nature. The 
identity of the extremists in 
general may be fl awed in these 
three factors. For example, 
ideological dysfunction incites 
to end the life of the other who 
does not agree with me in 
principle; and another example, 
the religious dysfunction, 
which belongs to the wrong 
understanding of religion, incites 
not accepting those who do not 
follow my religion; The third is 
the dysfunction in the nature of 
man, which belongs to a cruel 
nature in man, which begins with 
violence and leads to murder, 
perhaps just for revenge. A 
fourth example, there may be 
a psychological dysfunction in 
the nature of man, where man 
performs a terrorist act thinking 
of himself that he is doing a great 
job though it is a dangerous and 
terrorist act.

I dare to say that some of the 
social media methods that have 
become in our time are not 
limited to the three historical 
events: human, time and place,  
and led to extremism. The proper 

media and offi  cials should 
raise awareness to their people 
about the danger of terrorism, 
which can destroy the nucleus 
of society, the family, and can 
destroy society, whose state 
was subsequently destroyed.

3.  What is the role of the 
religious institutions in educating 
young people about the dangers 
of extremist thought, which has 
nothing to do with heavenly 
religions?

The role of the religious 
institutions is very important, 
represented in the educating 
role of principles and values 
of tolerant religions, such as 
tolerance, acceptance of the 
other, encouragement of man 
to piety and goodness, and 
teaching the human beings 
that extremism in everything 
is repugnant and man must 
know that killing his fellow 
man is something that is 
hated for two very important 
dimensions: the fi rst breaking 
the commandment of God, who 
said: "Do not kill". The second 
and the most dangerous, 
namely that the murderer steals 
God's right and takes His place. 
The only one who has the right 
to end the life of man is God, 
his Creator. I believe that the 
role of the religious institutions 
should contain a very important 
point, namely, the cooperation 
between those that follow same 
religion, such as the cooperation 
of churches through local and 
regional church councils, federal 
and international. Also the 
cooperation of those of diff erent 
religion, such as the cooperation 
of Christian, Islamic and Jewish 
religious institutions . This is what 
the Catholic Church in Sydney 
has successfully accomplished. 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
has invited all the heads of the 
churches, the Islamic leaders 
and the Jewish leaders in 
Sydney, Australia, to go to his 
church in the heart of Sydney 
on Sunday 17th of  March 2019. 
He also called on the Governor-
General of NSW, the Prime 
Minister of Australia Mr. Scott 
Morrison, and the Prime Minister 
of our State, New South Wales, 
Mrs. Gladys Berejiklian and 

myself  to a spiritual ecumenical 
prayer for the heinous incident in 
New Zealand, which had a great 
impact on Australia and on the 
world. Here, we see that the role 
of religious institutions greatly 
supports the political role in the 
face of terrorism.
4. What is the impact of the 
technological development on 
the youth estrangement from 
their religion?
In my opinion, technological 
development aff ects young 
people who are not inherent in 
their religion, but do not aff ect 
the young people who are 
inherent in their religion from the 
beginning of their formation, but 
let us be true, even the youth 
who are rooted in their religion 
from the beginning of their 
formation are infl uenced by the 
technological development in 
our present world through four 
dimensions: the time dimension: 
positive and negative social 
media consume a lot of the time 
of our youth, which can aff ect 
the relationship of our youth 
with God, I say that some of the 
youth who is not inherent in their 
religion, became addicted to 
the means of social media while 
some inherent young people are 
in their way to addiction as they 
see their colleagues behaving 
that way. The second dimension 
is the negative technological 
development which has 
infl uenced the psychological, 
intellectual and spiritual formation 
of some young people. There 
are improper ideas published 
and without mentoring in the 
means of social media, which 
can contaminate the thought 
of our good, pure and beautiful 
youth. The third dimension is 
the technological development 
which has infl uenced some 
of our young people in terms 
of criticism, so that even the 
constants, traditions and great 
history that we have inherited 
from our ancestors through our 
parents were criticized; Also the 
criticism of all institutions and 
every human being, whatever 
the institution is, whatever the 
human being is. Nothing wrong 
with criticism, but it has to be 
a constructive criticism and not 
a destructive one. The fourth 
dimension is the technological 
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development which has 
infl uenced some young people, 
in terms of the love of unplanned 
change. Planning is a great 
science, and it has its ten most 
important steps. The third step 
is to carry out the necessary 
analysis in terms of stakeholders, 
external infl uences and internal 
infl uences that can aff ect any 
plan before any change, if 
these ten points are not studied 
well, change can be costly and 
devastating.

5. The Egyptian president 
Abdel Fattah El Sisy requested to 
renew  humanitarian speeches, 
how could that be achieved?

We would like to express our 
thanks and appreciation to 
the Egyptian President, Abdel 
Fattah El-Sisi, for all his sincere 
and courageous initiatives and 
patriotism. In humility, we say that 
the renewal of human speech 
must be based on four pillars: 
the fi rst is the speech of the 
offi  cials and that of the religious 
leaders should be concerned 
with the human aspect of man. 
Man is a unique being, he is 
created in the image of God 
and His example, man must be 
as much as the responsibility 
he was created for by God. The 

second pillar is the speech of 
politicians and religious offi  cials 
which should be concerned with 
the cultural aspect of religions; 
There are many common areas 
among the heavenly religions, 
why not hold a symposium to 
discuss these common areas, 
but rather study them within 
the curricula of religions in 
our schools. The third pillar 
is the speech of offi  cials and 
religious leaders which should 
be concerned with the spiritual 
aspect of man and the life after 
death. Man, however, is a being 
whose soul has to be adhered to 
his Creator and that makes him 
a pious and good human being, 
the most important thing that 
man has to know is that there 
is another world after his death, 
which is for the good and the 
righteous. The last and fourth 
pillar is that the religious offi  cials 
and leaders should care about 
the psychological aspect of the 
human being. The human soul 
is gentle and compassionate. 
A word of encouragement from 
an offi  cial or a religious leader 
makes its receiver happy and 
produces more, where as an 
insulting word makes its receiver 
sad and unwilling to belong to 
his country and will not produce.

6. How did the  absence of 
parental follow up to their kids 
lead to the increase in the rate of 
extremism?
Following-up is a very important 
principle in anything, especially 
in the follow-up of parents 
to their children, the lack of 
which can sometimes lead to 
the extremism of their children 
not only in terrorism but also 
in other societal diseases such 
as alcoholism, drug addiction, 
violence and abusing of the 
human body. In Australia we have 
those who do tattoo work in a 
strange and frightening forms on 
their bodies, and there are other 
extreme types of extremism that 
absence of parental follow-up 
to their children has  led to. I 
speak for us in Australia – First, 
Australia is a country that God 
granted it great blessings, yet 
man has to work for at least 
twelve hours a day so that he can 
live a dignifi ed life. This leads to 
the necessity of parents to work 
and resulted to the lack of time 
spent by parents with children, 
I think this is very dangerous 
factor. The second reason is the 
diff erence of cultures between 
the generation of parents and 
that of the children; In Australia, 
there is a generation of parents 
who speaks Arabic and some 

speaks English and a generation 
of children who speaks English 
in the Australian accent and I 
dare to say that some parents 
do not understand what their 
children say, because their 
accent and culture have become 
Australian. The third reason in 
our Australian society is the 
freedom that our society gives 
to children; whereas the son has 
the right to leave home at the 
age of eighteen, he has the right 
to call the police to his parents 
if his father was just harsh with 
him let alone if he hits him. The 
fourth and last reason for the 
lack of parents follow up for their 
children is due to the nature of 
the workplaces of parents and 
children. Their work could be in 
a State hours of fl ying away from 
their children, depending on the 
employment opportunities in 
this vast country.

Finally, we pray to God to grant 
His safety to the world, saying 
with the angels: Glory be to God 
in the highest,  peace on earth 
and good will toward men

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affi  liated Regions

On Sat 30th March, HG Bishop 
Daniel attended an event 
to welcome at the Egyptian 
Consulate in Sydney to 

welcome the Egyptian Minister 
of Immigration Her Excellency 
Dr Nabila Makram in her short 
visit to Australia & New Zealand 

alongside was His Excellency Mr 
Mohamed Khairat, Ambassador 
of Egypt & His Excellency Mr 
Youssef Hassan Shawki, Consul 

General of Egypt. In attendance 
were many distinguished guests 
and youth who traveled to Egypt.

hG WeLCOMes eGyptian Minister Of iMMiGratiOn

happy 28th anniversary fr shenOudathe first priest MeetinG 2019.

hG WeLCOMes eGyptian Minister Of iMMiGratiOn

happy 28th anniversary fr shenOudahappy 28th anniversary fr shenOuda

hG WeLCOMes eGyptian Minister Of iMMiGratiOn

happy 28th anniversary fr shenOuda
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OutdOOr vespers at sydenhan and a 51st anniversary Of priesthOOd

On the first weekend of the 
Great Lent (March 9 and 10), 
Sydney’s Coptic congregation 
gathered for two special events 
to continue Golden Jubilee 
celebrations of the church in 
Australia. 
They marked the Feast of St 
Pope Kyrillos VI on the Saturday, 
by praying vespers in Sydenham. 
The ground where Australia’s 
first Coptic Church once stood 
is now home to a memorial 
representing its birthplace.
On Sunday they celebrated the 
51st anniversary of priesthood of 
the late Very Reverend Fr Mina 
Nematalla, at Archangel Michael 
& St Bishoy’s Church.
H.G. Bishop Daniel, who 
attended both celebrations, 
was delighted at the dedication 
of Sydney’s congregation in 
wanting to celebrate such 
milestones.

“It’s a historical [weekend] for 
us in Sydney,” he said, seated in 
the priests’ room at Archangel 
Michael & St Bishoy’s Church 
for lunch.

“I wanted to pray the liturgy [in 
Mt Druitt] to honour Fr Mina 
Nematalla and Pope Kyrillos VI, 
who chose him as Australia’s 
first Coptic priest.

“Yesterday was the first time I 
prayed vespers outdoors, and 
the first time I pray two vespers 
in one day,” he said, referencing 
praying at Sydenham before 
attending St Pope Kyrillos VI 
& St Habib Girgis Church in 
Monterey afterwards.
For the eldest son of the late Fr 
Mina the weekend meant a great 
deal to him and his family. 

“This year is a very memorable 
year for me personally. It has 
brought back so many great 
memories,” said Mr Albert 
Nematalla, who flew in from 
Queensland specifically for the 
events.

“At Sydenham, [my brother 
Antoun and I] received a brick 
[on behalf of the family] from the 
actual building that was built in 
1884.” 
The gifts were encased within a 
perspex box inscribed with the 
words:
“This brick is one of the very few 
remaining bricks salvaged from 
the demolition of the first Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Australia, 
established on 24th January, 
1969, by the late Pope Kyrillos VI 
and the Late Very Reverend Fr 
Mina Nematalla. 
They will always be remembered 
as pioneers of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Australia."
The moment Fr Mina father told 
His Holiness they had purchased 
the church is something Mr 
Nematalla will never forget.
“I remember the day that Fr 
Mina called Pope Kyrillos VI to 
tell him about the purchase of 
[Sydenham church],” he recalls 
as his eyes light up. “Dad was 
so excited when he was telling 
Sayedna, but I couldn’t tell you 
who was more excited, His 
Holiness or my dad.”
Fr Samuel Guirguis – who served 
at Sydenham between 1979 and 
1980, and again since December 
1986, through to its subsequent 
move to Bexley – had some 
words of comfort for those still 
hurting after its demolition.

“The old church is buried 

at Sydenham, but it was 
resurrected at Bexley,” he said 
smiling as the memories flooded 
back to him.
“It is a really glorious resurrection 
because the rich history of 
our church continues at our 
wonderful cathedral.”
For Fr Mikhail Mikhail, who has 
served the parish’s congregation 
since 1995, Sydenham will 
always be a special place for 
him, and he was pleased to pray 
there once again.
“[Sydenham] has a special place 
in my heart, and it gives me 
great comfort knowing it will live 
on, and we have been able to 
move on.”
It’s a sentiment shared by Inner 
West Council Deputy Mayor, 
Victor Macri, who also noted 
the memorial was an illustration 
of the importance of the Coptic 
community’s contribution to 
Australia, and Christianity.
“[The church] is in your heart,” 
he said, beating his chest. “It’s 
not the bricks and the things 
around you. We carry it within 
us. [Wherever] we gather, we 
protect our religion and we care 
for each other.”
After the church committee 
rejected their initial design, 
the memorial’s landscape and 
design team were invited to St 
Mary & St Mina’s Cathedral to 
see what elements of the church 
they could recreate.
They spoke with parishioners to 
help them get an understanding 
of the symbolism, iconography 
and architecture of the church.
In consultation with the church 
committee, the new design 
includes three rings that hang 
from the top of the dome, and 
represent the main colour 

schemes of Coptic iconography.
The smallest ring is blue to 
represent heaven. Above that 
is a gold-coloured ring to 
signify Christ as a ‘king’, or the 
‘Kingdom of Christ’. The largest 
is red, referring to the divinity.
In the centre of the structure’s 
apex sits a cross on its side, 
which casts a shadow through 
the rings onto the ground 
when the sun is at its peak. 
Surrounding the memorial are 
olive trees, a sign of peace, and 
a reference to the trees in the 
Garden of Gethsemane.
The brick-lined border encircling 
the design from the surrounding 
parkland was formed using 
those from the original 19th-
century Methodist turned Coptic 
Church. Beside the monument 
stands a tiny plaque, which 
provides a brief history of Fr 
Mina’s arrival, the purchase of 
the site, and its significance.
Thanks to the prayers and 
vision of St Pope Kyrillos VI, and 
dedication of Fr Mina, Copts 
continue journeying to Australia, 
50 years later, to live as part of 
the Australian diaspora.
Since the modest start in 1969, 
the Copts of Sydney now have 
over 30 churches across the 
wider Sydney diocese, and 
almost 80 priests. 
Bishop Daniel hopes the 
congregation will continue to 
preach the church’s proud 
legacy, heritage and history 
around Australia
“I have a dream which is to have 
a museum at the new Caringbah 
Diocese Headquarters, led by 
those committed to continuing 
the legacy of the Coptic church 
in Sydney.”
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Monday, March 25, 2019  
 
 
 
 
 
My beloved Greek Orthodox brothers and sisters, 
  
It is with deep sadness that I learned of the passing of His Eminence                           
Archbishop Stylianos Harkianakis, Primate of the Greek Orthodox               
Church in Australia this evening, after a long battle with cancer. 
  
Our deepest condolences go out to Australia’s Greek Orthodox                 
community, who has tonight lost a father and theologian who served                     
you tirelessly for over 40 years, since his arrival to Sydney in 1975. 
  
My prayers, and those of all our clergy and congregation, are with you                         
as you mourn the loss of your shepherd tonight, on Greek                     
Independence Day. 
  
May God repose his soul. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bishop Daniel 
With the Grace of God 
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney & its Affiliated Regions 

Level 3, 91 George St, Parramatta NSW 2150 | PO Box W7 Westfield Parramatta 2150 
+61 2 9635 3988 |  www.coptic.org.au 

“Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who 
sits on the throne will dwell among them “ Revelations 7:15

The 40th day commemoration of the dear beloved Mrs. Janet Koussa
Wife of the late Dr Samih Koussa, mother of Janet jnr Koussa Dwyer and Sally Akhabue, mother in-law 

of Dr Ross Dwyer and Vince Akhabue, grandmother of Simpson and Vincent Akhabue, sister of George 
Kaldas, Wadih Kaldas and Jacqueline Mikhail.

She will be remembered during the Mass on Saturday 13th April 2019 at St Mary and St 
Mercorious Church, 2 Cavell Ave Rhodes NSW 2138.

ِمْن أَْجِل ذِلَك ُهْم أََماَم َعْرِش هللِا، َويَْخِدُمونَهُ نََهاًرا َولَْيالً فِي َهْيَكِلِه، َواْلَجاِلُس َعلَى اْلعَْرِش يَِحلُّ فَْوقَُهْم- رؤ 7: 15
بمشيئة هللا ذكري االربعين للمرحومة الغالية السيدة / جانيت قوسة

زوجة المرحوم د. سميح قوسة و والدة جانيت قوسة دواير وسالي آخابويه وحماة د. روس دواير و فنس 
آخابويه. وجدة سيمسون و فنسنت آخابويه. وأخت جورج قلدس ووديع قلدس وجاكلين ميخائيل

وذلك خالل القداس اإللهي يوم السبت الموافق 13 ابريل 2019 بكنيسة السيدة العذراء مريم والشهيد 
مرقوريوس برودز.
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faCe the BOOK: LivinG an aCCOuntaBLe Life’
By fOCus JCu

On the 15th- 17th of March, 
FOCUS JCU Townsville and 
Cairns were united together 
for our annual spiritual retreat 
held in the sunny city of Cairns. 
The theme of the retreat was 
titled ‘Face the Book: Living an 
accountable Life’. The theme 
was introduced on Friday night 
by Fr. David and Fr. Joseph, 
and was chosen to remind the 
students of the loyalty they owe 
to God in every decision they 
choose to make during their 
interstate life. We ended off  the 
night with some games and 
dinner prepared by Tant Vivian. 
This was followed by a beautiful 

liturgy on Saturday morning 
with breakfast to follow before 
heading off  to Cairns AQUA park 
for an exciting day of waterslides 
and wake boarding. The theme 
of the camp was carried out 
further that night with Fr. 
Joseph giving another valuable 
sermon, ‘Breaking bad (Habits)’, 
to show us how to practically 
show our loyalty to God and 
live an accountable life. The 
night came to the perfect end 
as the youth joined in Tasbeha 
(Midnight praises). We were 
fortunate to have Fr. Joseph 
pray another liturgy on Sunday 
morning, before heading over to 

Cairns Esplanade for breakfast 
and a Townsville vs. Cairns 
beach volleyball competition in 
which TSV won 3-2! Overall the 
retreat was an excellent way to 
replenish our spiritual lives and 
truly sharing our struggles and 
pleasures as interstate students. 
It was a true blessing to have Fr. 
David, Fr. Joseph, Tant Vivian 
and all the students of FOCUS 
JCU all united together in Cairns, 
and we greatly look forward to 
the semester 2 retreat!

‘Nothing underlines love as 
strongly as the fellowship shared 
in times of joy and of pain. Being 

free of troubles yourself does 
not validate distancing yourself 
from fellowship with others. 
Indeed, when your neighbour or 
relative is burdened, consider it 
your own. Share in his tears in 
order to support his humbled 
spirit; and share in his joy as well 
so that his joy becomes genuine 
and deeper. Be steadfast in 
your love as this is a service to 
yourself more than a service to a 
neighbour. Indeed, through your 
tears you become merciful, and 
through joy you purify yourself 
of envy and grief.’
— St John Chrysostom
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treasures Of the fathers: prOpheCies Of tuesday Of the first WeeK Of the 
Great fast

God’s wisdom and the sacred 
discernment corresponding to it. 
Consistent with this view is the 
statement by a God-fearing man 
to a person of real worth about 
God’s word: “Lo, fear of God is 
wisdom, and resistance to vices 
is discernment” (Dt 32:8–9; Ps 
47:4; Dt 4:6; Wis 1:4; Jb 28:28).

In company with this wise and 
discerning nation that is “a 
royal priesthood, a people as 
a special possession,” all the 
nations rejoice at the birth of 
the savior, which they ardently 
looked forward to in accord 
with the blessing that spoke of a 
savior’s rising from Judah, which 
is consistent also with what is 
expressed this way in Isaiah: 
“There will be a root of Jesse 
which will rise to command 
nations; in it nations will hope.” 
In reference to the common 
pleasure and satisfaction of 
all human beings, Scripture 
says, “Rejoice, nations, with 
his people,” which is no longer 

composed only of the one nation 
of the Hebrews, but of all who 
together adore and worship God 
according to the statements 
in the Psalms, in one place, 
“All the nations will serve him,” 
and in another, “All the nations 
you made will come and bow 
down before you, and they will 
glorify your name,” Lord, and 
again, “The ends of the earth 
will remember and will return to 
the Lord, and the families of the 
nations will bow down before 
him, because kingship is the 
Lord’s and he is master of the 
nations” (Ex 19:5–6; 1 Pt 2:9; 
Gn 49:10; Is 11:10 LXX; Dt 32:43 
LXX; Pss 72:11; 86:9; 22:27–28).

True Worship in the Spirit
St. Cyril of Alexandria4

In former times also God 
saved those in the line of Israel 
who were scattered in war, 
assembling them in Jerusalem 
and dwelling among them, at 
least by rebuilding the divine 

Temple and permitting them 
once more to placate him with 
sacrifi ces according to the Law, 
off er prayers, and celebrate 
festivals. But to say rescuing his 
own people from the east and 
the west would rightly be applied 
to Emmanuel, who called all of 
earth under heaven, landed by 
faith those from the end of the 
earth as his catch, and gathered 
the whole fl ock of the nations 
into the truly holy and celebrated 
city, “which is the Church of 
the living God” and heavenly 
Jerusalem. How is it not a simple 
claim that he dwelt in its midst? 
After all, he became like us, and 
“dwelt among human beings” 
in the fl esh. God foretold this 
to us through another prophet: 
“Be of good cheer, Zion; do not 
let your hands grow weak. The 
Lord your God is in your midst; 
as a warrior he will save you. 
He will bring joy upon you, and 
will renew you in his love” (1 Tm 
3:15; Bar 3:37; Zep 3:16-17). He 
is with us still, however: far from 

leaving us orphans, he sent us 
in his place the Paraclete, and 
through him he is with those who 
love him, as he will confi rm in the 
words, “Behold, I am with you 
all days until the end of the age” 
(Mt 28:20). Accordingly, we have 
become his people, after once 
being no people (Mt 28:20; Hos 
1:10; 1 Pt 2:10), only worshipers of 
stones; abominating the ancient 
and loathsome error, we have 
chosen him as our God, in truth 
and righteousness. Far from 
adhering to types and shadows, 
like those in love with the letter, 
we instead welcome into our 
mind and heart the splendor of 
the evangelical preaching and 
perform the true worship, and, 
holding fast the righteousness 
acceptable to him, we perform 
the worship in the spirit. “God is 
spirit,” as the Son himself says, 
remember, “and those who 
worship him must worship in 
spirit and in truth” (2 Cor 3:6; Jn 
4:24).

Fr. Moses Samaan
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The Art Of Iconography
A course runs by St Luke's 

Iconography College

Course modules include:

• The art style of the 
Coptic Icon

• The painting style of 
the icon

• A historical account of 
the icon from the time of the 

Iron Age
• The meanings behind 

the icon
• The meanings and 

placement of the cross in 
the icon

• The meanings of 
colours in the icon

• The meanings of 
shapes in the icon

• The meanings of items pictured with the saints

Every Saturday starts for 
Advanced: Saturday 10/11/2018
Beginners: Saturday 02/02/2019

At St Demiana & St Athanasius Coptic Church.
119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl.

From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Course is free of charge, however students are to supply their 

own materials.
For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 104 740 or Mrs 

Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140

                                                 
                                          St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 

EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 
(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to 

silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), 

and Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

                                   
                                    

 
“Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful” (Luke 6:36) 

 “A good man deals graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs with discretion” 
(Psalm 112:5) 

 
The Gospel states plainly (Mathew 25:31) “…Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the World: 
For I was hungry and you gave Me Food; 
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; 
I was stranger and you took Me in; 
I was naked and you clothed Me…” 
 
So, it is clear then the Lord’s message is, that the people who will inherit the Kingdom of 
God, are Only, those who partake in the Deed of Mercy.   
Thus accordingly, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate swiftly, generously and 
willingly to the following bank account:- 
 

Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc:-   493911231 
A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
Bank Name:-  St. George Bank 

 
“We can issue with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 

 
“He that pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord” (Pro 19:17) 

 
“Sell what you have and give alms; provide yourselves money 

bags which do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that 
does not fail…” (Luke 12:33) 

 

CITY LUNCHTIME          
BIBLE STUDY  
                                  
EVERY THURSDAY 
1PM                    
LIVERPOOL ST 
SYDNEY 
 

Location: 
____ 

The Polding Centre 
____ 

Level 5 
____ 

133 Liverpool St 
____ 

Sydney  

MORE INFO 

Contact: 

0416 070 242 

0404 414 923 
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" طوبي لمن اخترتة وثباته ليسكن فى ديارك لالبد"مز٤:٦٥
لذكرى السنوية االولى ا

للوالد المحبوب الغالى عازر مقار سيدهم
بقلوب ملؤها اإليمان خاضعة لمشيئه

الرب وبتسليم كامل الرادته تدعو االسره ،األقارب و االصدقاء لحضور القداس اإللهى 
لالب المحبوب  عازر مقار  سيدهم

الذكرى السنوية األولى على روحه الطاهره وذلك بكنيسة األنبا إبرام يوم السبت الموافق ۱۳/٤/۱۹
.القداس يبداء الساعه ۸ صباحا، وتتبعه اغابي فى صاله الكنيسة الي الساعه الواحده ظهرا.

ذكراك دوما فى فكرنا وصورتك دوما فى عيوننا و محبتك دوما فى قلوبنا ،لن ننساك الى ان نلقاك ،
اذكرنا أمام عرش النعمة امين.

Blessed is the man You choose, And cause to approach You,
That he may dwell in Your courts. We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your 

house, Of Your holy temple.
The First Year Memorial Liturgy will be held on Saturday the 13th of April, 2019 at 

Anba Abraam 
Church at 8 am – 10:30 am followed by Ahgapy at the church hall till 1 pm.

(wills road, long point)
His Soul is now in Eternal place of rest living more than we live, seeing 

more than we see, celebrating
Eternity at the banquet table of the wedding feast of the lam, aiding us, 

interceding for us with Christ his God and our God.
Remember us before the throne of God until we meet again.



7th April 2019

editor@elmanara.org.au12

Are All Monks; Saints? 
By Bishop Anba Daniel. 

Saturday 23/3/2019. 

St Shenouda Monastery-Sydney Australia. 

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” (Ephesians 5:16). 

 

Please listen and read carefully, for this article is meant to awaken us All, 
to understand very well what are the Facts that make;                                                
“A Saintly Monk or A Lousy/Unfruitful Monk”. 

In this article, I am not pointing out to any person, at any Monastery or 
any specific Period, but rather I just want to educate and save all who 
want to know the Facts and the Factors that affect all the Monks.  

Whether you are a Lay person reading this article/issue or someone who    
wants to become a Monk, please be aware of the Tricks/Traps that the 
Devil is putting on the way of becoming a Monk. 

Wearing a Black Tunic and been called Abouna/Father does not make the 
Person a Saint at all, but his purity and constant Prayers and Fasting. 

Saint Abba Antonious the Great, father of All Monks, once said:    
“At a Time, All Humans will be Crazy and when they see someone 

sane, they call him Crazy for he is not like them”. 

The Three Monastic Vows: Poverty, Chastity and Obedience. 

All Monks should read “The Pledge of the Monk” not just on their first day 
of their Consecration but every Month lest they Forget.    

Yes, the Monk comes willingly to the Monastery, but once he is in the 
Monastery, he has to follow all the Rules and the Guidelines that are set 
there by the Fathers of the Church and by the Father in Charge at the 
Monastery. 

From day one of his entry to the Monastery, he has to be serious and 
ready for striving and fighting the Devil, his own weaknesses and all the 
vain attractions of the World. 

 

 

To fight the Devil, his own weaknesses and the vain attractions of the 
World, he has to be very Humble, very obedient to his Confession father 
and very vigilant in his regular Prayers and supplications to the Lord 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Monastic Life totally Means; “Dead to the World and abiding in the only 
One”, That is: “Loving, The Lord Jesus Christ only”. 

The Monk should remind himself regularly by asking; “Why am I here in 
the Monastery for? and for what Purpose/Reason I came to the Monastic 
Life? 

St Arsanius (The Teacher of the Sons of the Kings in Rome) always 
used to remind himself by saying; “Remember O, Arsany why have you 
left the World for”. 
Unfortunately, some come to the Monastery because they couldn’t 

cope in the World, some were not successful in the World, some 
couldn’t get married, some were sick with Autism, some were 

seeking higher Churches’ Ranks etc etc. They think that when they 
come to the Monastery, they could/would be better. Definitely not. 

All of the above, are the Wrong Reasons or Motivations that bring the 
Person to the Monastic Life in the Monastery.  

Monks who were motivated by the Previous Motivations will never be 
good or successful Monks, but on the contrary, they will feel sick, lost, 

insecure, not happy, not content, un obedient to their Superiors, causing 
problems, not helpful, unfruitful and thus will fall into all kind of 

evil/wrong Doings.                                                                                                                                         
They should think it over and over very honestly before Coming. 

The Monastic Life is the Fullness of the Christian Life and as the 
Christian Life is a Heavenly Life so the Monastic Life is Heavenly too and 

if the Monks live this type of Life, they can then be called:                                    
“Heavenly Humans or Earthly Angels”. 

May our Gracious Lord Jesus Christ bless All our blessed Monks, 
strengthen them, fight with them against all the Evil ones, accept 
their Struggle/Strive and accept their Prayers for the whole World. 

Amen. 

 

COPTIC

GAMES
WINTER

INDOOR SOCCER 
BASKETBALL 
VOLLEYBALL 

NETBALL 
TABLE TENNIS 

1 1 A M  -  6 P M

PCYC AUBURN
WYATT PARK - 1 CHURCH STREET, LIDCOMBE 

NSW 2141

PLEASE CONTACT
 

STEVE MARCOS: 0415 497 884 
MICHAEL ISAAC: 0457 092 200
REMONE GIORGI: 0467 354 957

SAM SIRRY: 0400 262 625
SAMY MIKHAIL: 0404 806 026

SAT 13 JULY 2019

IC

UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF 
 HG BISHOP DANIEL 

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au @exodusyouthworx

Exodus Youth WorxExodus Youth Worx
Powered by Young People

We have Programs and Services that 
are all free to the our community 
including:
Free Counselling 
Case Management
Youth Services 
Outreach 
Mentoring and Internship
Employment Readiness 
Drug and Alcohol Counselling
Community Development
Tutoring 
Crisis Intervention 
Crisis Accommodation 
Seniors Support and Advocacy
Support for victims of  Domestic Violence 
Support Groups

Exodus Youth Worx was created 18 years 
ago to serve the Coptic Community 
alongside the Church, providing much 
needed, complimentary and essential 
support and services. 
 
Your participation is vital to keeping our 
doors open. We need you! 

When you need us, for yourself, your 
family member or a friend, we want to be 
able to be here for you. This is a growing 
service that plays a valuable role in our 
Community and we want you to be part 
of  that. 

  
  EYW is endorsed and supported 
by C.O.P.T.S Inc Inc.

You can donate through our website 
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or via Direct Deposit
BSB 112-879
ACC 465556041
All donations over $2 are Tax Deductible

Exodus Youth Worx
2/440 West Botany St, 

Rockdale, 2216
9597 4330 or 0468 329 206

info@exodusyouthworx.org.au
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shOrt stOries aBOut 3 MOdern-day 
saintLy MOnastiCs

If you like these stories, fi nd 
more great other resources on 
modern-day Coptic holy people 
at www.theartoforthodoxy.com 

Fr Luke the Syrian (-2008) and 
Metropolitan Mina of Girga 
(-2003)
On a cold Sunday morning in 
the winter of 1965, Metropolitan 
Mina of Gerga celebrated the 
Divine Liturgy in the church of 
Archangel Michael. The time 
came to choose the oblation 
bread to become the Sacrifi ce, 
of which there were three loaves 
in the plate, per the rite. At one 
moment, the priests noticed 
that one of the loaves suddenly 
disappeared before their eyes, 
so they were startled.

Metropolitan Mina simply 
chuckled, and called for another 
loaf to be brought, and the 
Lamb was chosen. After the 
Liturgy, the priests inquired as 
to what occurred that morning. 
The Metropolitan explained, “I 

saw a hand extend into the plate 
and take one of loaves of the 
oblation bread. This was Father 
Luke the Syrian, who needed 
the loaf to pray his own Liturgy 
with the Anchorites.”

Father Luke the Syrian was 
a monastic who, through his 
struggle, reached the rank of the 
Anchorites. He was incredibly 
ascetic, fasting every two days, 
and giving his little food to the 
destitute and the children. At 
one point, he asked his abbot 
to visit Metropolitan Mina (who 
was his relative). Due to his 
God-given talents of exorcism 
and wonder-working, the people 
of Girga sought him extensively, 
so he escaped the region into 
the desert, and was never seen 
since.

Contemporary saintly fathers 
revealed that he lived in a cave 
with two other anchorites, and 
that God wrought a well of water 
to spring in the area for their 

sustenance. The Lord had given 
him the ability to be unseen 
by the common man, which 
allowed him to partake of the 
Holy Eucharist at the hands of 
Metropolitan Mina on multiple 
occasions without being seen 
by anyone else. He was said to 
have concluded his struggle on 
earth in the year 2008.

Fr Paul the Samuelite (-2011)
The monk who needed his hands 
tied for burial: Father Paul the 
Samuelite. In the days prior to 
January 10th, 2011, Father Paul 
prayed the midnight praises, 
and offi  ciated the Divine Liturgy 
at dawn. He then did his routine 
of ascending to the mountain 
to recite his psalms and pray 
his spiritual rule. A fellow monk 
witnessed Father Paul enter his 
hermitage and throw his blankets 
outside the door (Father Paul 
would do this out of asceticism, 
to reject comfort in the winter). 

Days passed, and the blankets 

still laid beside the door of the 
cell, and the door remained shut. 
After knocking several times, 
without an answer, the monk 
neighboring Father Paul brought 
a copy of the key and entered 
the cell, only to fi nd the Father 
standing up in prayer before 
his icons, his hands raised on 
high, and his psalter lying on 
the fl oor. A sweet scent fi lled the 
room—the father had peacefully 
reposed while praying, and 
maintained his position after his 
departure. 

To fi t him in the simple coffi  n, his 
hands had to be tied together 
and weighed down with heavy 
books. A monk explained that 
he was grieved greatly by the 
repose of Father Paul, who 
appeared to him and related, 
“I felt no pain in my departure; 
at one moment I was praying in 
my cell, and the next moment, 
I found myself praying with the 
angels before the Pantocrator.”
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There can be no doubt that the 
Coptic Orthodox Church has 
been immensely blessed and 
greatly honoured to have had 
His Holiness Pope Shenouda as 
its Shepherd, Father and Leader 
for forty years, four months and 
3 days (14th November 1971 – 
17th March 2012).

Pope Shenouda was the 7th 
longest serving Patriarch of the 
Church.  A signifi cant milestone 
in the distinguished life of the 
Church.

Biographical Outline

Born Nazir Gayed in Assyut, 
Egypt on 3rd August 1923, he 
grew up in a pious Christian 
family.  After graduating from 
the Faculty of Arts with a double 
Major in English and History 
he completed his theological 
studies and was appointed 
a lecturer at the Theological 
College.  In July 1954 he took 
his monastic vows at St. Mary 
and St. John Kame (El Sourian 
Monastery) and took the name 
of his patron Saint, St. Anthony, 
becoming Father Antonious El 
Souriani.  In September 1962 the 
late Pope Kyrillos ordained him 
Bishop for Christian Education 
and gave him the name Bishop 
Shenouda.

 The unprecedented revival 
of the Coptic Church toward 
the second half of the 20th 
Century and the fi rst decade 
of the 21st Century is one of 
the great historical events 
of world Christianity.  This is 
directly due to the charismatic 
and dynamic leadership of His 
Holiness Pope Shenouda III, 
who has transformed the entire 
landscape of the Church.

Dynamic Preacher and Teacher
Of the many great qualities 
evident in the distinguished 
personality of His Holiness 
Pope Shenouda III one is most 
striking; His Holiness is an 
erudite teacher who has rightly 
been referred to as the St. John 
Chrysostom of the 21stCentury.  
In 1978, His Holiness was 
awarded the Browning Institute 
Prize for the Best Preacher in the 
World.
His Holiness is known for his 

captivating skill in the use of 
words, as well as a certain 
deftness in exposition of the 
detail and interpretation of 
Scripture.  His weekly sermons in 
Cairo (attended by 8,000-10,000 
people) and biweekly sermons 
in Alexandria are attended by 
thousands of people eager 
to hear and benefi t from his 
nourishing words.  The weekly 
Wednesday sermon is one of 
the most joyful sights of the 
Christian world at the beginning 
of the 21stCentury.  It has no 
equivalent and no equal either 
in or outside Egypt.  “I shall give 
you shepherds according to my 
heart who shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding.” 
(Jeremiah 3:15).  These prophetic 
words are most evident in the 
edifying preaching and teaching 
of Pope Shenouda.

Author and Poet
As a renowned theologian and 
scriptural scholar His Holiness 
has been a prolifi c writer.  His 
Holiness is the author of 123 
books on a variety of scriptural, 
doctrinal and spiritual topics and 
28 poems.  Some of these poems 
have become popular Christian 
hymns sung in our Churches.  
His Holiness is also editor in 
chief of the bi-weekly magazine 
El Keraza (i.e. preaching).

Ecumenical Relations
His Holiness Pope Shenouda 
is well known for his deep 
commitment to Christian unity.  
Over the past four decades 
His Holiness has invested 
tremendous time and eff ort to 
enhance the relationship of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church with 
other Churches in three principal 
areas: theological dialogue, 
constructing bridges of love, 
and participation in ecumenical 
bodies and conferences.

His Holiness initiated dialogue 
with the Eastern Orthodox 
Churches (1985), the Roman 
Catholic Church (1973), the 
Anglican Church (1985), the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(1993) and the Lutheran Church 
(2005) .  In recognition of this 
work, His Holiness was elected 
president of the WCC (World 
Council of Churches) (1991-
1998) and for 3 consecutive 

terms of the MECC (Middle East 
Council of Churches) (1994-
2007).  Pope Shenouda hosted 
the fi rst meeting of Heads of 
Oriental Orthodox Churches 
of the Middle East in 1998 and 
a standing committee was 
established to follow up the 
meetings.  His Holiness always 
emphasizes that Christian unity 
must be built on unity of Faith 
not Jurisdiction.
 
The Monastic Life
Within the heart of His Holiness 
is a deep love for monasticism.  
In 1948 he wrote:  “Alone am I 
in the desert minding my own 
aff airs; I have a cave in the 
crevasse of the hill that I have 
hidden and I will leave it one day, 
dwelling where I know not.”

The depth of the monastic life as 
evident in the life of the ascetic 
Pope has been refl ected in the 
monastic revival initiated by 
His Holiness over the last forty 
years.

The number of monasteries in 
Egypt increased from 9 in 1971 
to 26 in 2009.  Abroad there 
are monasteries in America (2), 
Australia (2), Europe (2), South 
Africa (1), Kenya (1), Sudan 
(2) and Jerusalem (1).  Every 
week His Holiness retires to 
the monastery of St. Bishoy for 
a three day retreat, refl ection 
and then returns to enlighten 
and nourish his fl ock.  A man 
of prayer and meditation, Pope 
Shenouda is an authentic monk, 
who radiates joy and peace to all 
who come into contact with him.
 
 The Theological College
Upon succeeding to the 
pontifi cal Throne of St. Mark, 
His Holiness became the fi rst 
Patriarch of Alexandria since the 
5th Century to have been Dean 
of the Theological College.  His 
Holiness continues to lecture 
at the branches of the College 
in Cairo and Alexandria, and at 
the Higher Institute of Coptic 
Studies.  Owing to His Holiness’ 
personal attention, the College 
has expanded and enlarged.  
His Holiness has established 
8 branches of the College in 
Egypt and 6 in the Diaspora 
(3 in the USA, 2 in Australia 
and 2 in Europe).  His Holiness 

also established the Institute of 
Pastoral Aff airs in 1993.

The Honorary Degrees
In recognition of his theological 
and spiritual scholarship Pope 
Shenouda has been awarded 9 
honorary degrees:
i. The University of Bloomfi eld, 
New Jersey (April 1977)
ii. The University of St. Peters, 
New Jersey (May 1977)
iii. The University of St. Vincent 
(September 1989)
iv. The University of Bonn 
(November 1990)
v. The University of North Brook, 
Chicago (April 2001)
vi. The University of Neshto 
House (May 2001)
vii. The University of Toledo 
(August 2002)
viii. The University of Lawrence, 
Michigan (September 2007)
ix. The Catholic University of 
Hungry (August 2011)

Pastoral Care
Recognizing that the harvest is 
plentiful and the labourers are 
few (Luke 10:2), His Holiness 
has placed great emphasis on 
pastoral care to be rendered to 
young and old.  His Holiness 
increased the number of 
dioceses from 23 in 1971 to 48 
in 2011

Pope Shenouda has ordained 
117 Bishops and 2 Eriterian 
Patriarchs (Abouna Philopos, 
May 1998 and Abouna Antonious 
, May 2002).  His Holiness has 
ordained over 1000 priests for 
Egypt and abroad and over 
800 monks and nuns.  His 
Holiness also ordained over 
150 consecrated sisters and 
deaconesses to assist Bishops 
and priests in their vast ministry.  
To address youth issues and 
concerns His Holiness ordained 
His Grace Bishop Moussa as 
the fi rst Bishop of Youth Aff airs, 
in May 1980.
The Sanctifi cation of the Holy 
Myron
As a result of the unprecedented 
increase in the geographical 
expansion of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church, His Holiness 
did the sanctifi cation of the Holy 
Myron (Chrismation) 7 times in 
the monastery of St. Bishoy ; 
1981, 1987, 1993, 1995, 2005, 
2008 and in September 2004 in 

he is a ChOsen vesseL Of Mine (aCts 9:15)
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Eriteria.
The Church Abroad
When His Holiness Pope 
Shenouda III was enthroned, 
there were only seven Coptic 
Churches outside of Egypt: 
two each in Canada, the 
USA and Australia and one in 
England.  Despite his numerous 
commitments, His Holiness has 
taken direct responsibility for 
the pastoral care of the growing 
number of Coptic Churches 
in the Diaspora.  As a result of 
His Holiness’ tireless efforts, 
the Churches in the Diaspora 
have grown and flourished in a 
remarkable way.
Since 1990 His Holiness has sent 
Christmas and Easter pastoral 
messages to the flock abroad 
and in May 1992 His Holiness 
initiated an English version of 
El Keraza to serve and reach 
the 2nd and 3rd generations of 
Copts abroad.
His Holiness established 
hundreds of Churches and 15 
dioceses outside Egypt and 
instructed the Bishops and 
priests to take particular care 

of children and youth ministry.  
His Holiness encouraged the 
establishment of schools.  Today 
there are 5 Coptic Schools in 
Australia, 3 in Canada and 2 in 
the USA.
His Holiness visited Australia 6 
times (1989, 1991, 1993, 1995, 
1996, 2002).  These visits have 
left a significant impact on 
thousands of COPTS across the 
continent.
The Pastoral Trips
In order to respond adequately 
to the needs of the Copts 
abroad, to bring Churches in 
the Diaspora together and to 
relate them individually and 
collectively as a unified whole to 
the Mother Church, His Holiness 
Pope Shenouda III has made 
many pastoral visits to Europe, 
USA, Canada, Australia, Africa 
and Latin America.
To date, Pope Shenouda has 
undertaken 84 trips to 37 
different countries.  During his 
visits, Pope Shenouda prays 
liturgies, consecrates altars, 
lays foundation stones, ordains 
priests and deacons and 

baptizes children.  His Holiness 
also conducts pastoral meetings 
with priests, meets with heads 
of Churches and Civic leaders, 
holds press conferences and 
delivers homilies and sermons.
Mission and Evangelism
As Head of the oldest Church 
in Africa, His Holiness Pope 
Shenouda III has been very keen 
to extend the Apostolic Mission 
of St. Mark across all of Africa.  In 
June, 1976 His Holiness ordained 
Bishop Antonious Markos to 
consolidate missionary work 
among the African tribes of 
Kenya.
In 1995, His Holiness ordained 
Bishop Paul to assist in this 
vast field in Africa.  In 2006 
His Holiness ordained Bishop 
Agathon and Bishop Youssef, 
the former for Brazil and the later 
Bolivia, to undertake missionary 
work in Latin America.
National Unity and Harmony
His Holiness Pope Shenouda 
III has steadfastly worked to 
secure peace between all 
Egyptians, Copts and Muslims.  
His Holiness says, “Egypt is 

not a country in which we live 
but rather a country which 
lives in us.”  In recognition of 
his efforts Pope Shenouda was 
awarded the UNESCO prize for 
the Promotion of Tolerance and 
Non-violence on 16th November 
2000.  UNESCO’s Director 
General praised his Holiness 
for promoting exchange 
and understanding between 
Christianity and Islam in the 
Middle East.
As we honour His Holiness, we 
glorify and praise God who gave 
His Holiness grace, strength and 
wisdom to serve the Church.  
Furthermore, His Holiness’ 
“honour is not from men but 
from God.” (Romans 2:29).  As 
Daniel the prophet says, “Those 
who are wise shall shine like the 
brightness of the firmament, 
and those who turn many to 
righteousness like the stars 
forever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3).

In Christ,
Fr. Matthew Attia
Parish Priest 
St. George Coptic Church

Friday 19th April 2019
7:00am
8:15am
9:30am

to 
to 
to

8:15am
9:30am
11:30noon

Matins
General Unction of the Sick
Holy Liturgy

Lazarus Saturday Saturday 20th April 2019
7:00am
7:30am
6:00pm

to
to
to

7:30am
9:30am
9:00pm

Matins
Holy Liturgy
Vesper & Midnight Praises

Palm Sunday Sunday 21st April 2019

7:00am
8:30am
12:00pm
5:30pm

to
to
to
to

8:30am
12:00noon
1:00pm
9:30pm

Matins + Procession of the Cross
Holy Liturgy
General Funeral
Evening Pascha Prayers

Monday 22nd April 2019 9:00am
6:00pm

to
to

12:00noon
9:00pm

Morning Pascha Prayers
Evening Pascha Prayers

Tuesday 23rd April 2019
5:30am
10:00am
6:00pm

to
to
to

7:30am
12:00noon
9:00pm

1st & 3rd Hours of Morning Pascha
6th, 9th & 11th Hour of Morning Pascha
Evening Pascha

Wednesday 24th April 2019
5:30am
10:00am
6:00pm

to
to
to

7:30am
12:00noon
9:00pm

1st & 3rd Hours of Morning Pascha
6th, 9th & 11th Hour of Morning Pascha
Evening Pascha Prayers

Covenant Thursday Thursday 25th April 2019

7:30am
8:45am
10:00am
11:00am
5:30pm

to
to
to
to
to

8:45am
10:00am
11:00am
12:00noon
9:00pm

Matins
Morning Pascha Prayers
Washing of the Feet (Lakaan)
Holy Liturgy
Evening Pascha Prayers

Good Friday Friday 26th April 2019 7:30am
10:00pm

to
to

4:30pm
5:00am

Pascha Prayers
Apocalypse & Holy Lirturgy

Saturday 27th April 2019 5:30pm
7:30pm

to
to

7:30pm
10:30pm

Matins
Resurrection Liturgy

The Glorious Feast 
of the Resurrection Sunday 28th May 2019 Ekhristos Anestee       

Christ is Risen      
Aleethos Anestee
Indeed He is Risen

Monday 29th May 2019 5:00am to 7:00am Holy Liturgy

St Pope Kyrillos VI & St Habib Girgis the Archdeacon 
Coptic Orthodox Church           119 Barton St, Monterey

H O LY  W E E K  T I M E TA B L E  2019



7th April 2019

editor@elmanara.org.au4

priMe Minister sCOtt MOrrisOn visits st MarK’s ChurCh

Gathered away from the 
fi erce downpour fl ooding the 
surrounding streets are several 
hundred parishioners praying 
Sunday morning liturgy at a 
church in Sydney’s south.

It is the second Sunday of 
Great Lent – March 17 – and 
the congregation of St Mark’s 
Church in Arncliff e are preparing 
for Holy Communion when a 
commotion at the entrance 
interrupts their contemplation.

Australian Prime Minister, Scott 
Morrison has just arrived, 
alongside his wife and two 
daughters, to help commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Coptic Church in Sydney.

They make their way to the 
front of the church, where they 
join Immigration Minister, David 
Coleman, and other dignitaries.

The visit of politicians to 
St Mark’s is something the 
congregation has become 
somewhat accustomed to, given 

the frequency of government 
attendees over recent years.

Morrison is the third Liberal 
Prime Minister to make the 
visit in just four years, after his 
predecessor Malcolm Turnbull, 
and the “Trump tie fi asco” in 
2017, and Tony Abbott in 2015.

Before speeches began at 
the conclusion of the liturgy, 
a minute’s silence was held 
for personal prayer and 
contemplation in the wake of the 
terrorist attack in Christchurch 
two days prior.

All speakers highlighted the 
opposition we have as a 
church and as a country to the 
Christchurch terrorist attack 
that claimed the lives of 50 
worshippers in two mosques on 
March 15.

The congregation waited in 
anticipation for Morrison to 
begin, and after an approving 
chuckle from them, following 
an encouraging introduction, 

everybody’s nerves were at 
ease.

Australia’s 30th prime minister 
explained how he was a long-
time friend of the church, having 
visited on several occasions 
throughout his parliamentary 
career.

His friendship with some of 
those in attendance also dates 
back to over a decade, and his 
local GP is also Coptic.

Morrison reminded the 
congregation that it is the 
Australian way to respect, 
care, and love each other, and 
that the Coptic Church was a 
primary example of achieving 
this successfully. 

He praised the work of the late 
V. Rev. Fr Mina Nematalla upon 
his arrival to Sydney on the 1969 
Australia Day long weekend, 
and how his dedication helped 
establish what the Coptic 
Church in Sydney was like today.

Following the speeches, 
community leaders, 
representatives from the three 
Coptic Colleges, and several 
dozen handpicked individuals 
had the opportunity to meet 
Morrison during a lunch in the 
hall.

A reminder of what it means to 
be a Christian, and even a human 
being of any faith, was perhaps 
one of the most memorable 
moments of morning.

To conclude, Morrison read the 
following prayer from St Francis:

“Lord, make me an instrument 
of your peace. Where there is 
hatred, let me sow love; where 
there is injury, pardon; where 
there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is 
darkness, light; where there is 
sadness, joy.”

This resonates with Copts more 
than most.
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