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the symBols oF the holy 
mother oF goD st mary

On this blessed Feast day of  the 
Assumption of St Mary’s Body,, 
we fi nd in this beautiful gospel 
reading of Luke chapter 1, some 
of the many symbols of the holy 
Theotokos. 

Let us read together Luke 1:46-
48…

“And Mary said: ‘My soul 
magnifi es the Lord, and my spirit 
has rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For He has regarded the lowly 
state of His maidservant; 
for behold, henceforth all 
generations will call me blessed.”

In all of the hymns and praises 
of our Coptic Church, we give 
blessing and praise to our holy 
mother St Mary, and this verse 
we just read is a proof that our 
hymns have their foundation 
in the bible – they are not just 
something we make up. 

All the hymns we say about St 
Mary, declares the mystery of 
the Incarnation, and the mystery 
of our salvation, as well as many 
aspects of theology.

Also, the hymns we sing are very 
rich in symbols and meaning 
from the Bible, and they speak 
about all her titles, as well as her 
relationship to the Holy Trinity, 
and to the heavenly hosts, as 
well as to all the human race.

There are many prophecies in 
the Holy Bible, as well as in our 
hymns, which refer to St Mary. 
And tonight, we shall mention 
just a few…

1.  ST MARY IN THE BIBLE…

Let us read together Psalm 45:9-
13…

• verse 9 says: “At Your 
right hand stands the queen” 

• And verse 13 says: “The 
royal daughter is all glorious 
within” 

• That is why St Mary is the 
queen and at the same time, the 
daughter of the King. 

• That is why in all our 
icons, we portray St Mary as a 
queen, with a crown on her head, 
and we place her at the right 
hand side of the Lord, because 
this is what was declared in the 
Psalms.

2. THE TITLES OF THE LORD…

Also, because St Mary is the 
mother of God, then all the titles 
which the Lord has, can also 
apply to His beloved mother:

• The Lord said about Himself 
that: He is the true light (John 
1:9), and “I am the light of the 
world” (John 8:12). 

• o And so His mother is 
the Mother of Light, and the 
Mother of the True Light.

• The Lord is called the 
“Holy One” (Luke 1:35).
o And so His mother is 
the Mother of the Holy One.

• The Lord Jesus Christ is 
the Saviour (Luke 2:11)
o And so His mother is 
the Mother of the Saviour

• Because Jesus is 
Lord and Emmanuel,
o So St Mary is the Mother 
of the Lord (Luke 1:43), and 
the Mother of Emmanuel 
(Matt 1:24), and the Mother 
of the Incarnated Word (John 
1:14).

• And so, if St Mary is the 
mother of the Lord, then 
she is the spiritual mother 
of all the Christians.
o The Lord said to 
St John, “Behold your 
mother!” (John 19:27)
o And St John writes to 
us in his epistle saying, “My 
little children” (1 John 2:1)

o And so, if St Mary is the 
mother of the Lord and the 
mother of St John, and we 
are the children of St John, 
then these verses mean that 
St Mary is the mother of us 
all.

- In the Bible, we read that 
the 1st commandment with 
a promise is to honour your 
mother (Ephesians 6:2); (Exodus 
20:12); (Deut 5:16).

- And so, if God considers 
honouring our earthly mother 
important, then how much more 
important is it to give honour to 
our heavenly mother?

- And so, when we honour 
St Mary, we are actually 
honouring the Lord Himself. 

3. THE SYMBOLS OF ST MARY

• SHE IS CALLED THE 
MANNA POT: 

o Because she bore within 
her the Lord who is the Living 
Bread which came down from 
heaven (John 6:58), and who 
symbolised the manna which the 
Hebrews ate in the wilderness. 

o That is why in the 
Theotokia of Sunday we sing: 
“You are the pure golden vessel 
of Hidden Manna, in which is the 
bread of life which came down 
from heaven and granted life to 
the whole world.”

• SHE IS CALLED THE 
ARK OF THE COVENANT 
(Ex 25:10-22), which represents 
the presence of God, because:

1. The Ark was covered with 
gold on the inside and outside, 
and this symbolises her purity 
and glory. That’s why in the 
Theotokia of Sunday we sing: 
“And you Mary also put on the 
glory of divinity inside and out.”

2. The Ark was made of 
acacia (akash-ia) wood which 
does not decay, and this 
symbolises her holiness.

3. The Ark contained the 
Manna, which symbolises 
Christ, who is the True Manna 
who came down from heaven.

4. The Ark contained 
the 2 tablets of the Law (the 
10 commandments), which 
symbolised Christ, who is the 
Word of God (John 1:1).

5. The Ark remained 3 
months at the house of Obed-
edom before David brought it 
to his house (2Sam.6), in the 
same way that St Mary, who 
bore the Lord, remained also for 
3 months with Elizabeth before 
returning to her home.

6. The presence of the Ark 
made the people rejoice, and 
David ‘leaped’ for joy before the 
Lord (2 Sam6; 1Chron 15:29). In 
the same way, Elizabeth rejoiced 
when she saw St Mary, and 
made the baby in her womb 
‘leap’ for joy.

7. Because St Mary 
represents the Ark of the 
Covenant, all the creatures 
rejoiced in her:
o In the Theotokia of 
Tuesday, we sing: “Hail the 
Theotokos, the rejoice of 
Angels!” 
o In the Theotokia of 
Wednesday, we sing: “They off er 
honour to you, O city of God, for 
you became the dwelling place 
of those who are rejoicing!”

• SHE IS CALLED 
JACOB’S LADDER:

o This is because she 
symbolises the ladder reaching 
from earth to heaven, which 
Jacob saw in his dream. 

o St Mary was the earth 
in which heaven dwelt, and 
therefore, by giving birth to the 
Lord, she became the bridge 
which links heaven to earth. 

• SHE IS CALLED THE 
BURNING BUSH:

o In Exodus 3, Moses saw 
the burning bush, which was not 
burnt or consumed.
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o St Mary is called the 
“Burning Bush”, because the 
Holy Spirit came upon her with 
His Divine Fire, and she was not 
burnt or consumed.

o That is why in the 
Theotokia of Thursday we sing: 
“For the Word of God was 
incarnated in her. The fi re of 
His Divinity did not consume 
her womb, and she remained a 
virgin.”

• SHE IS CALLED THE 
CENSER OF PURE GOLD:

o Our beloved Lord Jesus 
Christ, is the union of divinity and 
humanity, and we can imagine 
this like the union of coal and fi re 
which we have in the censer.

o For this reason, St Mary, 
who carried within her that 
union, symbolises the censer. 

o She is called the Golden 
Censer, because gold represents 
glory and eternity.

• SHE IS CALLED THE 
BEAUTIFUL DOVE, because:

o Because of her humility, 
she resembles a dove.

o The Holy Spirit who 
appeared in the form of a dove, 
came upon her (Matt3:16).

o She brought the message 
of our salvation, like the dove 
which brought the message of 
life to Noah, after the fl ood (Gen 
8:10-11).

• SHE IS CALLED 
THE SECOND HEAVEN & 
TABERNACLE:

o St Mary is the ‘Second 
Heaven’ and the ‘Tabernacle’, 
because God dwelled in her 
during the incarnation. 

o At the annunciation 
(annun-cee-ation), the Angel 
Gabriel said, “The power of the 
Most High will overshadow you” 
(Luke 1:35). In Hebrew, the word 
‘overshadow’ means ‘dwelling’ 
and it was the same word used 
to describe the tabernacle where 
God dwelt among His people.

o That is why in the 
Theotokia of Sunday, we sing: 
“O Mary the virgin, you are like 
the tabernacle! You are the true 
dome where God dwells.”

• SHE IS CALLED THE 
CITY OF GOD, or ZION:

o Because in Psalm 87 it 
says: “And of Zion it will be said, 
‘This one and that one were 
born in her; and the Most High 
Himself shall establish her… 
Glorious things are spoken of 
you, O city of God!”

• SHE IS CALLED THE 
GOLDEN LAMPSTAND:

o Because St Mary gave 
birth to the True Light, she 
became superior to all heavenly 
creatures. And she is even 
higher than the Cherubim.

o That is why in the 
Theotokia of Sunday, we sing: 
“You are the pure golden lamp 
stand that bears the ever-bright 
Lamp.”

On this blessed day of the 
Assumption of St Mary’s Body, 
let us ask the Queen of Heaven 
for her prayers and intercessions 
so that we may be able to fulfi l 
the commandments of her 
beloved Son Jesus Christ.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affi  liated Regions

D i o c e s e  N e w s

His Grace Bishop Daniel today 
addressed the Chair of the NSW 
Legislative Assembly in regards 
to the NSW Reproductive Health 
Care Reform Bill 2019. HG 

presented three attachments 
outlining the concerns of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church in 
Australia as well as a joint 
statement from the heads of 

other Middle-Eastern Churches, 
which was originally sent to the 
NSW Parliament on 3 August 
2019. We pray that the Almighty 
Lord turns the hearts of those 

responsible for this Bill to accept 
that “The life of an unborn baby 
is precious in the sight of God 
and is not something to be taken 
away for merely any reason.
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With God’s Grace, Tuesday 20th 
August 2019, His Grace Bishop 
Daniel addressed members of 
the NSW Legislative Council 
at the NSW Parliament House 
to discuss issues of Religious 
Freedom and how the NSW 

Government should consult with 
Religious leaders in matters that 
may eff ect their congregations. 
God bless all the work HG does 
for the Glory of His Name and 
protecting the Coptic Orthodox 
Church in Australia.

HG Bishop Daniel extends his 
congratulations to HG Bishop 
Sarabamon and HG Bishop Eleia 
and all the congregation and 

people of Sudan following the 
signing of a power agreement 
between the military generals 
and the opposition, leading to 

a civil government following 
protests and lost lives for the 
last 9 months. 
We ask the Lord to protect His 

people in Sudan, and maintain 
peace and harmony between 
the nations.
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 On Monday, 5 August at 4pm, 
HG Bishop Daniel joined 21 
other religious leaders, including 
Christian, Jewish and Islamic, in 
a meeting with the Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison in Sydney. They 

discussed religious freedom, 
abortion, same-sex marriage 
and other matters. 
We pray for peace and love in 
our beautiful country Australia.

HG ATTENDING FEAST OF ST ABANOUB 
– ON SUNDAY 28 JULY 2019 AT THE 
APOSTLES & ST ABANOUB CHURCH – 

BLAVCKTOWN 
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Priests meeting

hg PrayeD holy mass at st maUrCie ageD Care nUrsing home 
on monDay 29 JUly 2019

The crown of our pride, the head 
of our salvation, the confi rmation 
of our purity, is the Virgin Mary. 
Who for us gave birth to God the 
Word, who became man for our 
salvation”
A blessed fast of the Mother of 
us all, the full of Grace, St Mary.
"That they all may be one, as 
You, Father, are in Me, and I in 
You; that they also may be one 
in Us, that the world may believe 
that You sent Me." (John 17:21)
Council of Priests in the Diocese 
of Sydney
Priests meeting Thursday, 
August 1, 2019, 25 Abib 1735
St Mary & St Merkorious Coptic 
Orthodox Church, Rhodes

+ The Diocese barrister Mr 
Francois Salama gave a lecture 
on legal requirements in cases of 
domestic violence, child abuse 
and privilege of confession. This 
was followed by questions and 
answers on the subject and 
providing explanatory notes to 
the fathers.
+ A committee of fathers 
had been formed to examine 
some anonymous emails that 
were sent to some priests 
and laymen, that questions 
fi nancial issues and other 
matters relating to the diocese. 
The fathers assessed each 
email and verify its authenticity 
by referring to the approved 

fi nancial and legal documents, 
the laws and regulations of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church and 
the decisions of the Holy Synod. 
The fathers assigned were;
V. Rev Fr. Pavlos Hanna
V. Rev Fr. Botros Morkos
V. Rev Fr. Jonathan Ishak
Rev. Fr. George Nakhil
Rev. Fr. Mark Basily
This committee presented a 
detailed preliminary report, 
which revealed the lack of truth 
and the misleading information 
mentioned in the emails. The 
report was accepted and 
satisfi ed by all priests, provided 
that the report is fi nalised in 
preparation for submission to 

HH Pope Tawadros and the 
Diocesan Committee of the Holy 
Synod. The committee will also 
present the results to the whole 
congregation.
“For now we live, if you stand 
fast in the Lord”. 1Th 3:8
“Obey those who rule over you, 
and be submissive, for they 
watch out for your souls, as 
those who must give account. 
Let them do so with joy and 
not with grief, for that would be 
unprofi table for you”. Heb 13:17
V. Rev Fr. Tadros Simon
General Vicar - Diocese of 
Sydney and it's affi  liated regions.
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au @exodusyouthworx

Exodus Youth WorxExodus Youth Worx
Powered by Young People

We have Programs and Services that 
are all free to the our community 
including:
Free Counselling 
Case Management
Youth Services 
Outreach 
Mentoring and Internship
Employment Readiness 
Drug and Alcohol Counselling
Community Development
Tutoring 
Crisis Intervention 
Crisis Accommodation 
Seniors Support and Advocacy
Support for victims of  Domestic Violence 
Support Groups

Exodus Youth Worx was created 18 years 
ago to serve the Coptic Community 
alongside the Church, providing much 
needed, complimentary and essential 
support and services. 
 
Your participation is vital to keeping our 
doors open. We need you! 

When you need us, for yourself, your 
family member or a friend, we want to be 
able to be here for you. This is a growing 
service that plays a valuable role in our 
Community and we want you to be part 
of  that. 

  
  EYW is endorsed and supported 
by C.O.P.T.S Inc Inc.

You can donate through our website 
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or via Direct Deposit
BSB 112-879
ACC 465556041
All donations over $2 are Tax Deductible

Exodus Youth Worx
2/440 West Botany St, 

Rockdale, 2216
9597 4330 or 0468 329 206

info@exodusyouthworx.org.au

                                                                                              

 
 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and Emile Girgis 

(Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 
“For I was hungry and you gave Me food. I was thirsty and you gave Me drink” (Mathew 

25:35) 
 
St. Mark Nubian Foundation is kindly requesting you DONATE NOW, so as to help the 
Lord’s brethren who are dying from the sever famine in the war torn and ravished part of 
South Sudan. 
 
It has been estimated by United Nations that around 1.5 Million people are in desperate 
need of your immediate offerings, if they are to survive this tragic and unbearable 
situation. 
 
We are kindly requesting that everyone to donate promptly and generously, so that we 
may serve the increasing number of desperately needy people. 
 
Our Bank details are as follows:- 

Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc:-   493911231 
A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
Bank Name: -  St. George Bank 

 
We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward your good deed with His Heavenly 

rewards. 
 

“Therefore be merciful, as your Father also is 
merciful.”(Luk6:38) 

 
“He has dispersed abroad, he has given to the poor, his 

righteousness endures forever” (2Corn 9:9) 
 

“We can issue with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 
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Tonight, dear brothers and 
sisters in Christ, we offer our 
prayers through the raising of 
incense on the eve of the Third 
Sunday of the blessed Coptic 
month of Paope. Our Mother, 
the Holy Church, nourished us 
with a passage from the Gospel 
according to St. Mark 4:35-41, 
which described how our Lord 
Jesus Christ calmed a fearful 
storm by the power of His word.

In this beautiful story, which 
is also found in Matthew 8 
and Luke 8, our Lord and His 
disciples were in a boat crossing 
the Sea of Galilee from one side 
to the other. In the midst of their 
journey, a great windstorm arose 
such that the waves began 
thrashing into their little boat all 
while our Lord Jesus Christ was 
sleeping peacefully on the stern 
with a pillow beneath His head. 
The disciples, however, were 
terrified, so they awoke Him and 
asked, “Teacher, do You not 
care that we are perishing?” Our 
Lord then arose, rebuked the 
wind, and said to the raging sea, 
“Peace, be still!” In an instant, 
everything around them became 
calm. Our Lord gazed at His 
disciples and asked, “Why are 
you so fearful? How is it that you 
have no faith?” The disciples, 
meanwhile, were in a state of 
fear and shock that even the 
wind and the sea obeys Christ.

With God’s grace, I would like 
to offer two meditations on this 
beautiful passage.

Christ’s Authority
First, let us meditate on perhaps 
the most striking feature of 
today’s Gospel, the authority 
of Christ over violent wind and 
raging sea.
Throughout the Holy Scripture, 
there are many references and 
images of the sea as being 
rebellious and untamable, 
something that was considered 
an unpredictable threat. 
Consider, for example, the first 
two verses of the first book 
of the Scripture, which tell us, 
“In the beginning God made 
the heaven and the earth. But 
the earth was unsightly and 
unfurnished, and darkness was 
over the deep, and the Spirit 

of God moved over the water” 
(Ge 1:1–2). These verses give us 
an image of the primeval flood 
that existed at the beginning of 
Creation. The waters raged in 
chaos before we read in verse 
9, “And God said, Let the water 
which is under the heaven be 
collected into one place, and let 
the dry land appear, and it was 
so. And the water which was 
under the heaven was collected 
into its places, and the dry land 
appeared.” Thus, at the Creation 
of this visible world, God brings 
order to the chaos of the raging 
floods by His command. Later, 
in the Book of Job, God reminds 
us of this fact when He says,

“And I shut up the sea with a 
gate when it rushed coming out 
from its mother’s womb. And I 
made the cloud its clothing, and 
swaddling-clothes for it with a 
mist. And I assigned limits to it, 
setting out barriers and gates. 
And I said to it, ‘As far as this 
you shall come, and you may 
not go beyond. But your waves 
shall be broken within yourself’” 
(Job 38:8–11).

We see, therefore, that the Lord 
God calmed the raging sea and 
gave it rules and limits at the 
beginning of Creation.

In the Book of Psalms, the 
Holy Prophet-King David sings 
of God’s Divine authority over 
the sea in several Psalms. For 
example, in Psalm 88 (LXX), 
David praises God, saying, “O 
Lord God of hosts, Who is like to 
Thee? Thou art mighty, O Lord, 
and Thy truth is round about 
Thee. Thou rulest the power of 
the sea; and thou calmest the 
tumult of its waves” (Ps 88[9]:8–
9). In Psalm 92 (LXX), the Lord 
God is described as being higher 
and mightier than the rivers, the 
seas, and the voices of many 
waters.
When we consider all of these 
references in the Holy Scripture 
to God’s limitless authority over 
the raging waters such that He 
orders and limits them by His 
mere word, our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s exercise of this same 
authority in the Gospel does 
not surprise us, but rather, it 
teaches us that He is indeed the 

Only Begotten Son of God. It 
teaches us that He was with His 
Father at the time of Creation 
and that, as we say in the Divine 
Liturgy, all things were created 
through Him. Our father among 
the saints, St. Basil the Great, 
teaches us in his work, On the 
Holy Spirit, that when we hear 
Christ addressing the raging 
sea with the words, “Peace! Be 
still!” (Mk 4:39), we recognize His 
authority as Master and Creator. 
St. Basil continues, “By these 
encounters we are meeting the 
Father of the Son, the Father 
who creates through the Son.”1 
We thus encounter Christ as the 
One Who was with His Father 
from before the ages and the 
One through Whom the Father 
created all things.
All of this explains the fearful 
reaction of the disciples after our 
Lord calmed the sea. Remember 
that they were fearful not only 
in the midst of the raging sea, 
but also after our Lord calmed 
the sea. Why were they afraid 
afterwards? They were afraid 
because they witnessed the 
awesome authority of God. As 
pious Jews, they understood 
the Scripture and how only God 
could calm the sea by His word. 
When they witnessed our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son 
of God, exercise that power, they 
were utterly shocked and left to 
ask one another, “Who can this 
be, that even the wind and the 
sea obey Him!” (Mk 4:41).

The Disciples’ Fear
Second, let us meditate on the 
disciples’ fear in the midst of the 
windstorm.

In this Gospel passage, we 
see an interesting juxtaposition 
of the disciples terrified and 
afraid in the raging sea on the 
one hand, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ peacefully asleep at the 
stern on the other. How could 
our Lord sleep in the midst of 
such violence and turbulence? 
Most of us, when we are asleep, 
might awaken at the faintest 
creak or unfamiliar noise in the 
house, but here was our Savior 
peacefully sleeping through a 
great tempest! How could Christ 
sleep during this time?

The Holy Scripture suggests that 
the key to understanding Christ’s 
ability to sleep during this time 
in His faith, His righteousness, 
and His trust in God, which 
He modeled for us during His 
earthly ministry. Throughout the 
Old Testament, untroubled sleep 
signifies faith and trust in God’s 
divine protection. For example, 
the Wise Solomon wrote in the 
Proverbs, “The curse of God is 
in the houses of the ungodly; but 
the habitations of the just are 
blessed” (Pr 3:33). Also, in Psalm 
3, the Holy Prophet-King David 
sings, “I lay down and slept; I 
awaked; for the Lord will help 
me.” (Ps 3:5), and in Psalm 4, he 
praises God, saying, “I will both 
lie down in peace and sleep: for 
thou, Lord, only hast caused 
me to dwell securely” (Ps 4:8). 
All of these references teach us 
that the righteous who have faith 
are blessed with peaceful sleep, 
because they trust in God and 
His divine protection.
Sadly, the disciples at this time 
did not yet fully believe in Christ. 
Their faith was not yet perfected, 
so they struggled with paralyzing 
fear while our Savior rested 
peacefully in the storm.
We may, dear brothers and 
sisters, meditate on the storm 
and the raging sea in this Gospel 
as a symbol of the world we 
live in. That is not to say there 
is nothing good in this world, 
but rather, that our lives in this 
world are filled with challenges, 
suffering, and tribulations. Our 
father among the saints, St. Cyril 
of Alexandria, teaches us that 
believers “negotiate the billows 
of the present life like some 
fiercely raging sea [and] escape 
the world’s tumult”2 to serve 
God. The contrast between 
the disciples who were afraid 
because they lacked faith and 
Christ Who rested peacefully 
reminds us that we must 
navigate our lives in this world 
with faith and complete trust in 
God as our Protector.

Hundreds of years before the 
disciples were terrified on that 
boat, the Holy Prophet-King 
David composed a Psalm that 
foreshadowed what happened 
that day:
They that go down to the sea in 

Christ Calms the raging sea
Fr. Moses Samaan



25th August 2019

editor@elmanara.org.au10



Copts’ News19th Misra 1735

Published by the Diocese of Sydney & its Affi  liated Regions 11

BishoP sUriel yoUth meeting aBoUt 
st haBiB girgis the arChDeaCon

On Friday, August 16, 2019, His 
Grace Bishop Suriel gave the 
talk at the youth meeting held 
at St Pope Kyrillos VI & St Habib 
Girgis Church, in Monterey, 
where he discussed the life of St 
Habib Girgis the Archdeacon.

His Grace did his doctoral 
dissertation on St Habib Girgis, 
the founder of the Sunday 
School Movement in Egypt, with 
a focus on how the religious 
reform helped the Coptic 
Church through the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries. His 
research was later turned into 
a book published in 2017 titled, 
“Habib Girgis: Coptic Orthodox 
Educator and a Light in the 
Darkness”.

During the youth meeting, 
Bishop Suriel spoke about the 
early life of the archdeacon, his 
involvement in the fi rst modern-
day theological college in Egypt, 
and the impact the saint had as 

the founder of Sunday School.

The evening was part of His 
Grace’s three-week pastoral 
visit to Sydney (July 28-August 
18), where he also celebrated the 
divine liturgy at three churches 
in the diocese.

On July 28, he celebrated the 
liturgy at St Mary & St Mina’s 
Cathedral in Bexley. His Grace 
grew up at the original Sydenham 
parish until he left for St Bishoy’s 
Monastery in 1991.
He also prayed the liturgy at St 
George Church in Kensington on 
Sunday, August 11, after visiting 
Bishop Daniel at St Shenouda’s 
Monastery midweek.

While in Sydney, His Grace was 
also able to attend the Diocese 
Golden Jubilee Dinner (August 
4).

He joined Bishop Daniel of the 
Diocese of Sydney, Bishop Daniel 

of St Shenouda’s 
Monastery, other 
Christian leaders, 
and dignitaries 
including NSW 
Premier, Gladys 
Berejiklian to 
mark the 50th 
anniversary of the 
Coptic Church in 
Sydney.

In his speech on 
the historic night 
at Parramatta’s 
B a n k w e s t 
Stadium, His 
Grace spoke 
about his family’s migration to 
Australia in 1967; the early days of 
the Coptic Church in Sydenham, 
and his fond memories of the 
inaugural papal visit of the late 
Pope Shenouda III in 1989.

He also reserved a special 
mention for the late Very 
Reverend Fr Mina Nematalla and 

his family, without whom there 
would be no church in Sydney 
today.

Bishop Suriel celebrated the 
fi nal liturgy of his visit on 
Sunday, August 18 in Monterey, 
before fl ying out to a patristic 
studies conference in the United 
Kingdom.

eXtra inFormation aBoUt 
st mary From traDition

Since we are in St Mary’s fast 
I thought I would share these 
pieces of St Mary from church 
Tradition. God willing we can 
deeply think and contemplate 
on her virtues here and so we 
can benefi t from them.

St Ambrose of Milan writes, 
“She was a Virgin not only in 
body, but also in soul, humble 
of heart, circumspect in word, 
wise in mind, not overly given 
to speaking, a lover of reading 
and of work, and prudent in 
speech. Her rule of life was to 
off end no one, to intend good for 
everyone, to respect the aged, 
not envy others, avoid bragging, 
be healthy of mind, and to love 
virtue.

When did she ever hurl the least 
insult in the face of Her parents? 
When was she at discord with 
Her kin? When did she ever puff  
up with pride before a modest 
person, or laugh at the weak, 

or shun the destitute? With Her 
there was nothing of glaring 
eyes, nothing of unseemly 
words, nor of improper 
conduct. She was modest in 
the movement of Her body, Her 
step was quiet, and Her voice 
straightforward; so that Her face 
was an expression of soul. She 
was the personifi cation of purity.

All Her days she was concerned 
with fasting, day and night she 
spent her time in prayer.  She 
slept only when necessary, and 
even then, when Her body was 
at rest, she was still alert in spirit, 
repeating in Her dreams what she 
had read, or the implementation 
of proposed intentions, or those 
planned yet anew. She was out 
of Her house only for church, 
and then only in the company of 
relatives. Otherwise, she seldom 
appeared outside Her house in 
the company of others, and She 
was Her own best overseer. 
Others could protect Her only in 

body, but she Herself guarded 
Her character.”

St Athanasius the Apostolic 
writes,” Mary was a pure virgin, 
with a harmonious disposition. 
She loved good works…She 
did not want to be seen by men; 
but she asked God to examine 
her…  She remained continually 
at home, living a retired life and 
imitating a honey-bee…  She 
generously distributed to the 
poor what was left over from the 
work of her hands….  She prayed 
solitarily to God, for two things: 
not to let a bad thought take 
root in her heart, and to grow 
neither bold nor hard of heart…..  
Her speech was calm and her 
voice was low…She wanted to 
make progress everyday; and 
she did so.  When she rose in 
the morning, she endeavoured 
to make her works more new 
than those she had already 
done….  She was not afraid of 
death, but rather was sad, and 

sighted everyday that she had 
not yet crossed the threshold of 
heaven.”

Follow “The Art of Orthodoxy” on 
facebook and Instagram to fi nd 
more beautiful Orthodox content 
or visit www.theartoforthodoxy.
com.
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The Art Of Iconography
A course runs by St Luke's 

Iconography College

Course modules include:

• The art style of the 
Coptic Icon

• The painting style of 
the icon

• A historical account of 
the icon from the time of the 

Iron Age
• The meanings behind 

the icon
• The meanings and 

placement of the cross in 
the icon

• The meanings of 
colours in the icon

• The meanings of 
shapes in the icon

• The meanings of items pictured with the saints

Every Saturday starts for 
Advanced: Saturday 10/11/2018
Beginners: Saturday 02/02/2019

At St Demiana & St Athanasius Coptic Church.
119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl.

From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Course is free of charge, however students are to supply their 

own materials.
For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 104 740 or Mrs 

Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140

 

CITY LUNCHTIME          
BIBLE STUDY  
                                  
EVERY THURSDAY 
1PM                    
LIVERPOOL ST 
SYDNEY 
 

Location: 
____ 

The Polding Centre 
____ 

Level 5 
____ 

133 Liverpool St 
____ 

Sydney  

MORE INFO 

Contact: 

0416 070 242 

0404 414 923 

 

Annual Fundraising

DINNER

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethern to dwell together in unity! Psalm 133:1

AT

BRIGHTON LAKES
RECREATIONAL & GOLF CLUB

St George & Prince Theodore 
COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH

43 Brickmakers Drive, Moorebank

ON

Sunday 8th September 2019
Doors open from 5:00pm

3 Course Meal with drinks included
Price: 0-2yrs Free I 3-12yrs $35 I Adults $75

Join us for a special evening full of great entertainment with 
Choirs, Raffles, Auctions,Kids entertainment including Face Painting and much more 

For more details please contact:

Mobarak Moussa I 0411 397 772   Bahgat Hilmi I 0404 063 006

Therese Sayes I 0414 897 589      Madeline Benyamin I 0407 263 853    Josephine Hanna I 0411 233 494
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the Women in the genealogy oF Christ
Let us examine a unique aspect 
of the genealogy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew: the 
inclusion of several women.

The historical reality is that, in 
Biblical genealogies, women are 
not typically included. A person’s 
lineage was defi ned primarily by 
his or her male ancestors. But 
in Christ’s genealogy, we have 
several interesting women listed: 
Tamar is mentioned in v. 3, as are 
Rahab and Ruth in v. 5, as well 
as Bathsheba in v. 6 (she is not 
mentioned by name, but as “her 
who was the wife of Uriah”). The 
inclusion of these women breaks 
the common formula of “A begat 
B, B begat C” in the genealogy. 
If we consider the unusual 
inclusion of these women and 
ask ourselves why they were 
included in this genealogy of our 
Lord, we would arrive at several 
possible answers that have been 
off ered throughout history.
Gentile Women
First, we might be able to say 
that all of these women were 
Gentiles. Rahab and Ruth 
were most certainly Gentiles. 
We read in Josh 2:1ff  that 
Rahab, the famous harlot, was 
a pagan from Jericho, while in 
Ruth 1:4, Ruth is presented as 
a Moabite woman. It is not as 
clear, however, whether Tamar 
and Bathsheba were Gentiles. 
Tamar is described as the girl 
Judah took for his son Er in Gen 
38:2, but we are not told from 
where Judah took her. It seems 
that she is a Canaanite from the 
text, a conclusion supported 
by the fact that Judah himself 
took a Canaanite wife, Shua, in 
the same chapter, but it is not 
confi rmed one way or another 
in the Holy Scripture. We do 
not know about Bathsheba’s 
lineage, but one can speculate 
that she was probably a Hittite 
like her husband (2 Sa 11:3). In 
the fi nal analysis, there is a good 
chance that all four of these 
women were Gentiles, but we 
can prove that only with two of 
them.

Assuming they were included 
in the genealogy because they 
were Gentiles, St. Matthew’s 
message would be that Christ 

is calling the Gentiles — all the 
nations — to Himself, because 
He descended from both Jews 
and Gentiles. This message is 
repeated in the genealogy of 
our Lord found in Luke, which 
traces Christ’s lineage back to 
Adam, the universal ancestor of 
all mankind.

Imperfect Women
Second, we might be able to say 
that most of these women are 
distinguished by some type of 
sinful activity. Tamar disguised 
herself as a harlot and conceived 
sons by her father-in-law, Judah 
(Ge 38). Rahab was a harlot in 
Jericho whose life was spared 
because she helped Joshua’s 
spies. Bathsheba was the wife 
of Uriah, David’s general, who 
committed adultery with David 
and became his wife when 
David arranged for Uriah to be 
killed. In these three women, we 
can identify specifi c sins, but 
this is not necessarily the case 
with Ruth, who was a gentle 
woman who nobly married into 
the Israelite people.

If St. Matthew included these 
women in his genealogy because 
of these sins, the message would 
be that our Lord Jesus Christ 
was incarnate to save sinners, 
because He Himself descended 
from sinners in the fl esh. This, 
in fact, is what some of the 
Early Church Fathers teach. St. 
Severus of Antioch teaches us 
that St. Matthew includes these 
women to reveal how our Lord 
came to heal our sinful nature. 
He continues, “When our nature 
fl ed from God, he took hold of 
it. When it dashed out and ran 
away in revolt, he stopped it, held 
onto it, enabled it to return and 
blocked its downward spiral.”1 
St. Severus reminds us of what 
the Holy Apostle Paul wrote in 
his epistle to the Hebrews:

“Therefore, in all things He had to be 
made like His brethren, that He might be a 
merciful and faithful High Priest in things 
pertaining to God, to make propitiation for 
the sins of  the people” (Heb 2:16–17).
As St. Severus explained,

Christ therefore took upon 
himself a blood relationship to 
that nature which fornicated, in 

order to purify it. He took on that 
very nature that was sick, in order 
to heal it. He took on that nature 

which fell, in order to lift it up. 
All this occurred in a charitable, 
benefi cial manner wholly 
appropriate to God.2Thus, one 
of the ways we understand the 
inclusion of these women is that 
our Lord descended from them 
despite their sins to show us 
that He would redeem us from 
our sins.
Now, it is not entirely accurate 
to say that these women were 
included in the genealogy 
because they committed sins, 
because that would limit their 
importance only to their sins. 
The redeeming feature of all of 
these women is that they loved 
Israel, the people of God. Tamar, 
who was most likely a Canaanite, 
was married to Er and Onan, the 
sons of Judah, whom God killed 
for their wickedness. Despite 
what happened, Tamar did not 
simply go and join herself to a 
local man, but rather, disguised 
herself as a harlot and conceived 
twin sons with Judah. So, once 
she was accepted into the 
people of Israel, she chose to 
remain.
Rahab was a pagan harlot in 
Jericho who aided the spies of 
Israel. One anonymous early 
Christian writer said of her,
Hearing of the deeds of the 

children of Israel, she loved Israel 
more than her own people. And 
this fact seems to be doubly 

credible to me. Since Salmon 
was considered noble among the 
children of Israel and was of the 
tribe of Judah and the son of the 
prince, he saw the faithful Rahab 
thus converted to goodness and 
beloved by God and led from 
Jericho at God’s command and 
counted among the daughters of 
Israel. Such a wonderful woman 
surely deserved to become 
Salmon’s wife.3Rahab loved 
Israel and joined herself to the 
children of Israel, as well. She 
recognized the Lord’s power 
and demanded from the spies 
the promise that she and her 
family would be spared when 
the Israelites conquered Jericho 
(Jos 2:18–24). For this reason, 
she is remembered in the New 
Testament as a heroine of faith 
(Heb 11:31) who was justifi ed 
by her works (Jas 2:25) after 
receiving the honor of being 
listed in the genealogy of Christ 
as the wife of Salmon and the 
mother of Boaz, the ancestor of 
David (Mt 1:5).
Ruth was a Moabite woman who 
did the same thing through her 
husband’s family. She would 
eventually become the great-
grandmother of David.
Bathsheba clearly loved Israel, 
because she became the Queen 

Fr. Moses Samaan
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homily 67 on John 14:1-3

of Israel as the wife of David, 
albeit through sin, and the 
Queen Mother as the mother of 
Solomon.
We see, therefore, that all four 
of these women loved Israel 
and became God’s instruments 
in continuing the Messianic 
line. Therefore, we do not focus 
only on the fact that they were 
sinners, but also on their love for 
the people of God and what they 
contributed.
Irregular Marriages
Third and finally, we may be able 
to say that all of these women 

had irregular marriages. Tamar 
was married to Er, but God killed 
him for his wickedness. She was 
then given in a levirate marriage 
to his brother, Onan, so that 
Onan could raise children for 
his dead brother through her. 
Unfortunately, Onan had sexual 
relations with her, but emitted 
his seed on the ground. God 
despised his action and killed 
him for his wickedness. She 
then conceived sons with her 
father-in-law. Rahab worked as 
a harlot before Salmon married 
her. Ruth married Boaz in the 

most unusual circumstances. 
The same can be said for 
Bathsheba and David. If this was 
the purpose for their inclusion in 
Matthew’s genealogy, then we 
can say that St. Matthew was 
preparing us for yet another 
irregular couple at the end of 
his genealogy: St. Mary and 
St. Joseph. Each one of these 
women and their relationships, 
in their own distinctive way, 
prepare us for the irregular birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ that 
will be taken up at the end of 
Matthew 1.

We continue reading the 
genealogy of our Lord with the 
same traditional formula, “A 
begat B, B begat C”, which was 
in use since at least the time 
of Ruth. Then, suddenly, we 
encounter these four women who 
break this formula and tradition 
not only by their inclusion in the 
genealogy, but by their lives, 
actions, and relationships. It is 
almost as though St. Matthew 
is telling us to prepare ourselves 
for something even greater and 
more perplexing: the virgin birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Let not your heart be troubled:1 
believe in God, believe also in 
Me. In My Father’s house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you, that I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I 
come again, and will receive you 
unto Myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also (Jn 14:1–3).
We must lift ourselves up, my 
brethren, to God with greater 
intentness, that as the words 
of the holy Gospel have now 
sounded in our ears, we may 
also in whatever sort be able 
to take them in with the mind. 
For the Lord Jesus says, “Let 
not your heart be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in 
Me.” So that they might not as 
men fear death, and therefore 
be troubled, He consoles them, 
assuring them that He is also 
God. “Believe,” says He, “in 
God, and believe in Me.” For 
it follows, that if you believe in 
God, you ought also to believe 
in Me: which would not follow, 
if Christ were not God. Believe 
in God, and believe in Him to 
Whom it is nature, not robbery, 
to be equal with God: for He 
emptied Himself, yet not losing 
the form of God, but taking the 
form of a servant. You fear death 
for this form of a servant: let not 
your heart be troubled; the form 
of God shall raise that to life 
again.
But what is this that follows, “In 
My Father’s house are many 
mansions,” but, that they were 
also afraid for themselves? 
Wherefore it was meet to be 
said to them, “Let not your heart 
be troubled.” For which of them 
would not be afraid, when to 
Peter, the more confident and 

forward, it was said, “The cock 
shall not crow until you have 
denied Me three times?” As 
if then they must perish from 
Him, with good reason were 
they troubled: but when they are 
told, “In the house of My Father 
are many mansions: if it were 
not so, I would have told you, 
that I go to prepare a place for 
you,” they are refreshed from 
their perturbation, assured 
and confident that even after 
perils of temptations they shall 
dwell where Christ is, with 
God. For albeit one be stronger 
than another, one wiser than 
another, one more righteous 
than another, one holier than 
another; in the Father’s house 
are many mansions; none of 
them shall be estranged from 
that house; where there shall be 
a mansion for each according 
to his deserving. True, they all 
equally receive that penny which 
the Householder commands to 
be given to all them which have 
wrought in the vineyard; in that, 
making no distinction who have 
labored less and who more: 
by which penny of course is 
signified eternal life, where none 
lives more than other, because 
living hath no diverse measure in 
eternity. But the many mansions 
signify the diverse dignities of 
merits in the one life eternal. 
For there is one glory of the 
sun, another glory of the moon, 
another glory of the stars: for one 
star differs from another star in 
glory; so also is the resurrection 
of the dead. As the stars, the 
saints have allotted unto them 
diverse mansions of diverse 
glory: as those in the firmament, 
so they in the kingdom; but as 
touching the one penny, none 

is separated from the kingdom: 
and so shall God be all in all, 
that, since God is love, by love 
it shall come to pass, that what 
they severally have shall be 
common to all. For so is each 
one himself the haver, when he 
loves in the other what himself 
hath not. So shall there not be 
any invidiousness of unequal 
glory, since the unity of charity 
shall reign in all.
Therefore they are to be rejected 
from a Christian heart, who 
imagine that this saying of the 
many mansions means, that 
without the kingdom of heaven 
there will be some condition 
wherein may dwell the blessed 
innocents who have departed 
this life without baptism, seeing 
that without it they shall not be 
able to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. This faith is not faith, 
because it is not the true and 
catholic faith. What? ye foolish 
people and blinded with carnal 
imaginations, whereas ye would 
deserve to be reprobated, if 
ye should separate from the 
kingdom of heaven the mansion, 
I do not say of Peter or of Paul 
or of any of the Apostles, but of 
any soever baptized little one, 
do ye not think ye deserve to 
be reprobated, that ye separate 
therefrom the House of God the 
Father? For the Lord saith not, In 
the whole world, or, In the whole 
creation, or, In the Life or Bliss 
everlasting, are many mansions, 
but, In My Father’s house are 
many mansions. Is not this the 
house where we have a building 
of God, an house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens? 
Is not this the house, of which 
we sing to the Lord, Blessed are 
they that dwell in Thine house; 

for ever and ever they shall praise 
Thee? And will ye then dare to 
separate from the kingdom of 
heaven, not the house of any 
baptized brother, but the house 
of God the Father Himself, to 
Whom all we the brethren say, 
Our Father, Which art in heaven; 
or dare so to divide it, that some 
of its mansions shall be in the 
kingdom of heaven, others out 
of the kingdom of heaven? God 
forbid! forbid it, that they who 
wish to dwell in the kingdom of 
heaven, should wish to dwell 
with you in this foolishness; 
forbid it, I say, that whereas 
every house of reigning sons 
cannot be elsewhere than in 
the kingdom, of the royal house 
itself there should be some part 
not in the kingdom.
And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto Myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. 
And whither I go ye know, and 
the way ye know. O Lord Jesus, 
how goest Thou to prepare a 
place, if already there are many 
mansions in Thy Father’s house, 
where Thine shall dwell with 
Thee? Or, if Thou receivest them 
to Thyself, how comest Thou 
again, Who goest not hence? 
These things, my beloved, if we 
shall essay to expound briefly, as 
much as seems enough for to-
day’s discourse, being crowded 
they will surely not be cleared 
up, and the very brevity will be 
fresh obscurity: therefore let us 
defer this debt, to pay it you at a 
more convenient season, as the 
Father of our household shall 
bestow the ability.

St. Augustine
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