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THE BLESSINGS OF THE SERVICE

1. The defi nition of the word 
:” Bless”.

1.1:  To request of God the grantor 
of divine favor on something or 
someone.

1.2:  Ask God to look favorably 
on something or someone.

2. To whom of the servants, 
the blessings of the services will 
be granted?

The Lord will render His 
blessings to:
2.1: The faithful servants: 
Numbers 12:6-7 New King 
James Version (NKJV), 6 Then 
He said, “Hear now My words: 
If there is a prophet among you, 
I, the LORD, make Myself known 
to him in a vision; I speak to him 
in a dream.7 Not so with My 
servant Moses; He is faithful in 
all My house.
2.2: The committed and fearing 
God, servants: here I would 
like to explain the defi nition of 
commitment as follows:
The willingness to give your 
time and energy to something 
that you believe in, like David 
the prophet who said in Psalm 
119:38 Establish Your word to 
your servant, who is devoted to 
fearing You.
2.3: The servants who continue 
in the service to the end of their 
lives, like St. Paul when he said 
in, 2 Timothy 4:7,I have fought 
the good fi ght, I have fi nished 
the race, I have kept the faith

3. What are the blessings 
that servants can obtain or attain 
from their services?
There are two types of blessings 
that servants can attain:
3.1: Blessings from God to the 
servants:

3.1.1: The Lord will cover the 
needs of the servants, like what 
happened to David the king, 
as we read in 1 Samuel 25:18-
19 New King James Version 
(NKJV),18 Then Abigail made 
haste and took two hundred 
loaves of bread, two skins of 
wine, fi ve sheep already dressed, 
fi ve seahs of roasted grain, one 
hundred clusters of raisins, and 
two hundred cakes of fi gs, and 
loaded them on donkeys. 19 
And she said to her servants, 
“Go on before me; see, I am 
coming after you.” But she did 
not tell her husband Nabal.

3.1.2: The servant will fi nd favour 
in the sight of others, like what 
happened with Esther, as we 
read in Esther 5:2, So it was, 
when the king saw Queen Esther 
standing in the court, that she 
found favour in his sight.

3.1.3: The servant will gain 
encouragement from God, like 
what happened with Nehemiah 
the prophet, as we read in, 
Nehemiah 2:1-3 New King 
James Version (NKJV),2 And it 
came to pass in the month of 
Nisan, in the twentieth year of 
King Artaxerxes, when wine was 
before him, that I took the wine 
and gave it to the king. Now I had 
never been sad in his presence 
before. 2 Therefore the king said 
to me, “Why is your face sad, 
since you are not sick? This is 
nothing but sorrow of heart.”
So, I became dreadfully afraid, 3 
and said to the king, “May the 
king live forever! Why should my 
face not be sad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers’ tombs, 
lies waste, and its gates are 
burned with fi re?”.

3.1.4: The servant will be saved 
from death , like what happened 
with Daniel the prophet, as we 
read in , Daniel 6:21-22 New 
King James Version (NKJV),21 
Then Daniel said to the king, 
“O king, live forever! 22 My God 
sent His angel and shut the lions’ 
mouths, so that they have not 
hurt me, because I was found 
innocent before Him; and also, 
O king, I have done no wrong 
before you.”.

3.1.5: The Lord will defend his 
servants, like the decision  of 

Aaron and Miriam against Moses 
and the Lord defended Moses, as 
we read in, Numbers 12:1-2 New 
King James Version (NKJV),12 
Then Miriam and Aaron spoke 
against Moses because of the 
Ethiopian woman whom he had 
married; for he had married an 
Ethiopian woman. 2 So they 
said, “Has the LORD indeed 
spoken only through Moses? 
Has He not spoken through us 
also?” And the LORD heard it.
Numbers 12:9-10 New King 
James Version (NKJV),9 So the 
anger of the LORD was aroused 
against them, and He departed. 
10 And when the cloud departed 
from above the tabernacle, 
suddenly Miriam became 
leprous, as white as snow. Then 
Aaron turned toward Miriam, 
and there she was, a leper.
3.1.6: The Lord will bestow 
dignity for his servants, as what 
happened with Joseph, as we 
read in, Genesis 41:39,Then 
Pharaoh said to Joseph, 
“Inasmuch as God has shown 
you all this, there is no one as 
discerning and wise as you… 
Genesis 41:41, And Pharaoh 
said to Joseph, “See, I have set 
you over all the land of Egypt.”.

3.1.7: The Lord will prolong the 
age of his servants, as the Lord 
did with Hezekiah the king of 
Israel,  as we read in Isaiah 38:5 
,“Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘Thus 
says the Lord, the God of David 
your father: “I have heard your 
prayer, I have seen your tears; 
surely I will add to your days 
fi fteen years.

3.1.8: The Lord will reward the 
servant with many things and 
will let him share the joy of the 
presence of God, as we read 
in  Matthew 25:21,His lord said 
to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant; you were faithful 
over a few things, I will make you 
ruler over many things. Enter into 
the joy of your lord.’

3.2: The Spiritual Blessings and 
joy and honour  that comes from 
the services of the servant:

3.2.1: The spiritual Joy of 
the servant as we read in  2 
Corinthians 7:6-7 New King 
James Version (NKJV), 6 
Nevertheless God, who comforts 

the downcast, comforted us by 
the coming of Titus, 7 and not 
only by his coming, but also by 
the consolation with which he 
was comforted in you, when he 
told us of your earnest desire, 
your mourning, your zeal for me, 
so that I rejoiced even more.

3.2.2: The honour of the servants 
of God in front of their superiors, 
as we read in Exodus 9:27-28 
New King James Version (NKJV), 
27 And Pharaoh sent and called 
for Moses and Aaron, and said 
to them, “I have sinned this time. 
The LORD is righteous, and my 
people and I are wicked. 28 
Entreat the LORD, that there may 
be no more mighty thundering 
and hail, for it is enough. I will 
let you go, and you shall stay no 
longer.”

4. What are the things that 
associated with the blessings of 
the services to the servants?

4.1: The 10 blessings I mentioned 
above are associated with 27 
things, St. Paul mentioned them 
in 2 Corinthians 6:3-10 New King 
James Version (NKJV), 3 We 
give no off ense in anything, that 
our ministry may not be blamed. 
4 But in all things we commend 
ourselves as ministers of God: in 
much patience1, in tribulations2, 
in needs3, in distresses4, 5 in 
stripes5, in imprisonments6, 
in tumults7, in labours8, in 
sleeplessness9, in fastings10; 6 
by purity11, by knowledge12, by 
longsuff ering13, by kindness14, 
by the Holy Spirit15, by sincere 
love16, 7 by the word of truth17, 
by the power of God18, by the 
Armor of righteousness on the 
right hand and on the left19, 8 
by honour and dishonour20, by 
evil report and good report21; 
as deceivers, and yet true22; 
9 as unknown, and yet well 
known23; as dying, and behold 
we live24; as chastened, and yet 
not killed25; 10 as sorrowful, yet 
always rejoicing26; as poor, yet 
making many rich26; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all 
things27.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affi  liated Regions
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D i o c e s e  N e w s
hG BiShoP daniel TriP To oUr ChUrCh ST MarY & ST lUke ChUrCh in GoSford 

ToGeTher wiTh fr MeTTaoUS fakhoUrY – 9 oCToBer 2019

HG Bishop Daniel prayed a Holy Mass, anointed 2 Australians with El Mayron oil joining the Coptic Orthodox Church and ordained 
Deacons

HG Bishop Daniel praying the Holy Mass together with Fr David Shehata with the Students in St Mary & St George Church – Townsville 
on Saturday 11th of October 2019

The Congregation of Townsville celebration the 17th Anniversary for HG Enthronement in Townsville – Saturday 11 October 2019
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HG Bishop Daniel praying the Holy Mass together with Fr David Shehata at St Mary & St Cyril the Pillar of Faith in Cairns – QLD on 
Sunday 12 October 2019

The Congregation of Cairns celebration the 17th Anniversary for HG Enthronement in Cairns – QLD on Sunday 12th of October 2019

With God’s Grace, on Saturday 28th of September, HG Bishop Daniel joined Fr Moses Ayad by praying the Holy liturgy in the church of 
the Holy Apostles in Tokyo, Japan. The following day HG joined the congregation of St Mary & St Mark Church, Kizugawa for the Holy 

liturgy and the Sunday School service, including a lesson about the Holy Cross in English, Arabic and Japanese.
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Congratulations on the 17th. Anniversary for the Ordination of  
Very Reverend Fr. Suriel Hanna

Very Reverend Fr. Tadros Simon, Very Rev. Fr. Shenouda Mansour, 
Very Rev.Fr. Makarious Ibrahim and Rev Fr. Seraphim Sidaros, the Church 

Committee, the Deacons, the Servants and all the Congregation of St Antonious & 
St Paul Church – Guildford would like to congratulate

Reverend Fr. Suriel Hanna
On the 17th. Anniversary of his Ordination to Priesthood 

as the First Priest to be ordained in the Diocese of Sydney by the 
hands of HG Bishop Daniel 
on the 12th of October 2002

Together with all the congregation of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of Sydney 
and its Affiliated Regions, we wish to convey to your reverence our heartfelt 

gratefulness and wish your reverence every success and pray that the Lord will 
continue to make fruitful the service of your reverence so that it may be a source 

of profit and blessings to all. 
We ask that our beloved Lord preserve you and bless your service through the 
intercessions of St. Mary the Mother of God and all Angels, all Martyrs and all 

Saints, and through the prayers of the Fathers and Shepherd of Shepherds, His 
Holiness Pope Tawadros II and his partner in the Apostolic Service His Grace 

Bishop Daniel, may God keep their lives for us for many years to come.

AND now I desire to narrate 
unto you the excellent history 
and the great repentance of 
the blessed woman Thais or 
Thaisis, for speech concerning 
her is most excellent, and it 
is full of encouragement and 
penitence of soul unto those 
who love God. Now this woman 
had a mother who, because her 
daughter was beautiful of face, 
made her to take up a position 
in the market, and the rumour of 
her beauty travelled unto every 
place, and those who were living 
afar off desired greatly to see 
her; and no man who looked 
upon her was satisfied with 
the sight of her face, because 
she burned like a flame of fire 
into the hearts of those who 
saw her, and many by reason 
of their mad love for her sold 
whatever property they had to 
her parents that they might have 
commerce with her. Now when 
Bessarion, the servant of God, 
heard these things concerning 
this woman and that through 
her beauty she was dragging 
many to destruction, he arrayed 

himself in the apparel of a man 
who was in the world, and took 
with him one dînâr and went 
unto her, and when he saw her 
he brought forth the dînâr and 
gave it to her; and having taken 
the dînâr she said unto him, “Let 
us go into a room,” and he said 
unto her, “Yea, let us go in.” And 
having gone in, the blessed man 
Bessarion saw the couch which 
was laid out, now it was a very 
high one, and the woman said 
unto the old man, “Come, get up 
on this bed”; and he said unto 
her, “Hast thou not inside this 
chamber another room?” and 
she said unto him, “Yea.” Then 
he said unto her, “Let us then go 
in there.” And Thais answered 
and said unto him, “If it be that 
thou art ashamed of men seeing 
thee, know that no man can see 
us in this chamber; but if it be 
God of Whom thou art afraid He 
can see us in whatsoever place 
we enter.” And the blessed man 
Bessarion hearing these words, 
said unto her, “My daughter, dost 
thou know that God existeth?” 
And she said unto him, “Yea, I 

know that God existeth, and 
that there will be kingdom, and 
judgement.” Then the old man 
said unto her, “If thou knowest 
that God is, and that there will 
be kingdom and judgement, 
why dost thou destroy men in 
this manner?” And straightway 
the woman cast herself at his 
feet, and said unto him, “I know 
that there is repentance for 
those who sin. But I beseech 
thee, master, to tarry with me 
for three hours, and whatsoever 
thou wishest to do unto me that 
do because of all the evil things 
which have been wrought by 
me”; and having told her in what 
place he would await her he left 
her and went away.

Then in that same hour the 
woman took everything which 
she had gained by fornication 
and burnt it with fire in the 
midst of the city, and she said, 
“Come, O all ye who have had 
commerce with me, and see that 
I am burning before your eyes 
every possession which I have 
gathered together by means 

of sin”; and the things which 
were burned were worth three 
hundred pounds of gold, and 
there were there also goods and 
apparel of all kinds; and after 
she had burned up everything 
she went to the blessed man 
Bessarion. And when Bessarion 
saw her he took her by her 
hand and led her along and 
brought her to a religious house 
of sisters, and he shut her in 
a little cell, leaving her only 
one small window in the wall 
through which a woman passed 
in food to her. And the blessed 
Bessarion said unto the head of 
the house, “Give her a pound of 
dry bread each day, and water 
according to her need.” Then 
the blessed woman Thais said 
unto the venerable Bessarion, 
“With what petition dost thou 
command me to pray unto God? 
That He should forgive me my 
sins?” The blessed Bessarion 
said unto her, “Thou art neither 
worthy to pray unto God, nor to 
make mention of His Name with 
thy lips, nor to stretch out thy 
hands unto Him; for thy lips are 

THE MONK WHO PAID FOR A HARLOT
Fr. Moses Samaan
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QUEENSLAND: GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATION AND 30TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER

On Saturday, September 
21, the Coptic community in 
Queensland hosted a dinner to 
celebrate the Golden Jubilee of 
the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of 
Sydney & its affi  liated regions.
 The event, which was held 
at Logan Entertainment Centre, 
30 minutes south of Brisbane’s 
CBD, was also a celebration 
for the 30th anniversary of the 
Coptic Church in the Sunshine 
State.
 Joining the 400 in 
attendance, were His Grace 
Bishop Daniel, Bishop of 
Sydney and His Grace Bishop 
Daniel, Bishop & Abbot of St 
Shenouda’s Monastery, who 
previously served in Queensland 
as a monk.
 Accompanying them 
were the state’s reverend 
fathers, Fr Moses St Shenouda 

– a former youth and servant in 
Queensland, before he joined 
St Shenouda’s Monastery in 
Sydney – and other Christian 
leaders.
 Several dignitaries 
including Queensland Minister 
for State Development, 
Manufacturing, Infrastructure 
and Planning, Cameron Dick, 
and State Member for Stretton, 
Duncan Pegg – who presented 
Bishop Daniel with a gift on 
behalf of Queensland Parliament 
– also attended.
 Documentaries about the 
history of the Coptic Church, its 
establishment in Australia, and 
memories from the past 50 years 
were shown to help set the tone 
for the evening.
 Many of Queensland’s 
pioneers were also 
acknowledged for their service 

in establishing the church in 
the state, with special gold-
plated commemorative coins, 
engraved with an anniversary on 
either side, handed out as gifts.
 Commemorative plaques 
were also given as presents 
to the dignitaries and church 
leaders.
On hand to help celebrate 
this historic double milestone 
were prominent Sydney Copts, 
Member for Mount Druitt, 
Edmond Atalla and former NSW 
Police Deputy Commissioner, 
Nick Kaldas (APM). However, 
the loudest cheer of the night 
was reserved for V.Rev Fr 
Moussa Soliman, who received 
a standing ovation as he went 
up on stage to collect a gift.
In 1989, after initially serving 
Sydney’s Coptic community 
since the 1970s, Fr Moussa 

relocated to Queensland (until 
the mid-2000s), thus becoming 
their fi rst permanent priest, 
which signifi ed the offi  cial 
start of the Coptic Church in 
Queensland.
However, the origin of the 
church in Queensland stretches 
back to the mid-1970s, when 
priests from both Sydney and 
Melbourne would take it in turns 
to pray regular liturgies for the 
community there. 
Over the past three decades 
seven churches and two 
monasteries have been 
established across the state, 
from St Mina & St Anthony’s 
Church in the Gold Coast, to St 
Mary & St Cyril the Pillar of Faith 
Church in Cairns.
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COP    IC
DIOCESE

CHOIR
S Y D N E Y

Praise Team

ON SALE NOW

JOY 2019 ANNUAL PRAISE NIGHT

Call 02 9037 7357   ●   email - info@copticdiocesechoir.org     ●   simply Inbox us ON FACEBOOK!       

Sunday 3 November 2019                  5.30pm for a 6.00pm Start

joy
[joi] ●  noun

gladness not based
on circumstance
[1 Peter 1:8-9]

Nov
03
19

+

Bryan Brown Theatre  Cnr of Rickard Road & Chapel Rd, BANKSTOWN NSW 2200

LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE
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Celebrating the Nativity of Christ !

Carols On 
The Lawn

ST Pope Kyrillos VI & St Habib Girgis Church 
Annual Event

SATURDAY
14th December

119 Barton St, Monterey NSW 2217
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The Art Of Iconography
A course runs by St Luke's 

Iconography College

Course modules include:

• The art style of the 
Coptic Icon

• The painting style of 
the icon

• A historical account of 
the icon from the time of the 

Iron Age
• The meanings behind 

the icon
• The meanings and 

placement of the cross in 
the icon

• The meanings of 
colours in the icon

• The meanings of 
shapes in the icon

• The meanings of items pictured with the saints

Every Saturday starts for 
Advanced: Saturday 10/11/2018
Beginners: Saturday 02/02/2019

At St Demiana & St Athanasius Coptic Church.
119 Highclere Ave, Punchbowl.

From 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Course is free of charge, however students are to supply their 

own materials.
For registration call Mr Alfred Kaldass on 0422 104 740 or Mrs 

Nelly Grace on 0404 739 140

 

CITY LUNCHTIME          
BIBLE STUDY  
                                  
EVERY THURSDAY 
1PM                    
LIVERPOOL ST 
SYDNEY 
 

Location: 
____ 

The Polding Centre 
____ 

Level 5 
____ 

133 Liverpool St 
____ 

Sydney  

MORE INFO 

Contact: 

0416 070 242 

0404 414 923 

 

 
 

Under the guidance of His Holiness Pope Tawadros II and his partner in the 
apostolic ministry our Honoured Father Bishop Anba Daniel 

 

 

Invites you to an 

Held On 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm :00 pm

Come along & bring your family! 
You will enjoy a fun day full of activities! 

 
 

Face Painting, Jumping Castle, Face Painting, Jumping Castle,
Supervised sports games, BBQ, Supervised sports games, BBQ,

Cultural Food, Cake stalls, and gifts!!! Cultural Food, Cake stalls, and gifts!!!
 

ites you toites you to
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au @exodusyouthworx

Exodus Youth WorxExodus Youth Worx
Powered by Young People

We have Programs and Services that 
are all free to the our community 
including:
Free Counselling 
Case Management
Youth Services 
Outreach 
Mentoring and Internship
Employment Readiness 
Drug and Alcohol Counselling
Community Development
Tutoring 
Crisis Intervention 
Crisis Accommodation 
Seniors Support and Advocacy
Support for victims of  Domestic Violence 
Support Groups

Exodus Youth Worx was created 18 years 
ago to serve the Coptic Community 
alongside the Church, providing much 
needed, complimentary and essential 
support and services. 
 
Your participation is vital to keeping our 
doors open. We need you! 

When you need us, for yourself, your 
family member or a friend, we want to be 
able to be here for you. This is a growing 
service that plays a valuable role in our 
Community and we want you to be part 
of  that. 

  
  EYW is endorsed and supported 
by C.O.P.T.S Inc Inc.

You can donate through our website 
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or via Direct Deposit
BSB 112-879
ACC 465556041
All donations over $2 are Tax Deductible

Exodus Youth Worx
2/440 West Botany St, 

Rockdale, 2216
9597 4330 or 0468 329 206

info@exodusyouthworx.org.au

                                                                                              

 
 
 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and Emile 

Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 ago) 
  
"Blessed is he, who consider the poor; The Lord will deliver him in time of 
trouble. The Lord will preserve him and keep him alive, and he will be blessed 
on earth; You will not deliver him to the will of his enemies. The Lord will 
strength him on his bed of illness; You will sustain him on his sickbed" (Psalm 
41:1->3). 

 
URGENT PLEA 

 
The board of directors of St. Mark Nubian Foundation is planning to purchase a 
desalination system for our school in Juba - South Sudan. The cost of purchasing a 
tank of drinking water is around Au$400 every month. This system will cost us 
Au$4000 roughly; which means its cost will be returned in one year and the rest is 
free water. 
So please give generously to help our Lord’s brethren during this hard time. 
 
Accordingly, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate promptly, willingly, 
generously and bigheartedly to the following bank account: - 

 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc:-   493911231 
A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
Bank Name: -  St. George Bank 

 
We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward your good deed with His 
Heavenly rewards. 

“We can issue you with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 
 

“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him 
it is sin.” (James 4:17) 



20th October 2019

editor@elmanara.org.au12

Our view of Orthodox faith and 
worship is misconstrued – we 
think of it as dry, constraining, 
even bitter. To understand it, we 
need to go back to the grass 
roots – what is Orthodoxy? What 
are its main characteristics? This 
article is the fi rst in a series on 
“The Orthodox Life.”

To understand Orthodoxy and 
its main characteristics, we 
need to go back even further. 
Orthodoxy does not survive in 
a vacuum; it is the LIFE of the 
Orthodox Church.

So, we must fi rst ask, “What is 
the Church”? What does it mean 
to us in our lives? The Church as 
we know it is that which was left 
to us by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that we may continue to live in 
His life and light and promise, 
within the teachings He gave 
to His disciples. We have this 
life and these teachings today 
because of the Church. The 
Church is much wider and bigger 
than a building – it is the Body of 
Christ, which incorporates us all 
into Him, with Him as the head.

We must look at the model of 

the Church as it started in the 
fi rst century with the Apostles: 
how did they understand 
the Church? We must use 
Scripture, for that’s what we 
rely on most. Many people 
have a misunderstanding about 
Orthodoxy – they think we do 
not rely enough on Scripture, but 
instead rely only on dogma. That 
is completely wrong; Scripture is 
the foundation and cornerstone 
of our Church, and the basis of 
all our understanding, faith and 
tradition. Look at what Acts 2:30-
43 says about the early Church: 
“And they continued steadfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine, in 
fellowship, in the breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.” That is 
the Church, then and now.

First, the Apostles’ doctrine – 
that is what the Lord taught them, 
to teach to us. It is important 
as the foundation of the 
Church. Second, fellowship is 
mentioned. We are all members 
in one body, as St. Paul said. 
Much of Christianity is about 
standing together in Christ. That 
fellowship might be through 
praying together in services 
and liturgies, it may be serving 

as one body or in ministry. It’s 
anything we do together under 
the umbrella of the Church, 
even when being social. Third, 
the breaking of bread – it can 
be literally the sharing of meals 
in fellowship, or it can be the 
ritual sacramental breaking of 
bread, as Christ taught us in the 
Eucharist. Finally, prayer: it’s a 
fundamental characteristic of the 
Church. We do it communally, 
ritually, individually, collectively. 
So that is the Church: the 
Apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, 
breaking of bread, and prayers.

Where did that go? The body is 
fragmented; look at the Catholic 
Church, Protestant churches 
and the various off shoots of that. 
In the fi rst century, there was 
only One Church, with Christ as 
its head. It had various centers 
and sees, but when they came 
together in ecumenical councils 
to face heresies, they were 
“universal” (or “catholic”, which 
literally means “incorporating 
all”). Through those early 
councils, we saw the One 
Church functioning as one Body, 
but then schisms came about 
and we were fragmented…

Orthodoxy is based upon a very 
REAL relationship with God. 
I once met a gentleman who 
came to the Coptic Orthodox 
Church when he was fi rst a 
charismatic Christian. When 
he fi rst came, he only realized 
the “bells and smells” of the 
Church – the incense, the 
deacons, the cymbals, etc. But 
Orthodoxy is more than that 
outward appearance; its main 
characteristics lie far beneath 
that outward surface. If you go 
to the depths, you see these 
outward appearances and 
manifestations, but in their glory 
and with understanding.

What are these characteristics 
of Orthodoxy? First, Orthodoxy 
is fi rmly founded in Scripture. 
All the teachings of the Church 
are founded in Scripture. Some 
members of the church have an 
aversion to pursuing Scripture, 
to study the Bible, to dig deeper. 
Our church’s rituals are 70-80% 
based directly from Scripture – 
the Agpeya prayers, the language 
and institution of the Liturgy, 
their words come directly from 
the Bible. Also, we believe in a 

THE BEAUTY OF ORTHODOXY I
HG Bishop Angaelos 
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factual and literal reading of the 
Bible. There are three schools 
concerning Scripture: (1) the 
Bible is completely literal; (2) 
the Bible is completely symbolic 
(i.e., it can be ignored); and (3) 
the Bible is sometimes literal and 
sometimes symbolic. The third 
option is not really an option 
– we cannot pick and choose 
what to believe and what not to. 
Our interpretation is that every 
word of the Bible has meaning, 
importance and signifi cance.

Second, there is Tradition, 
which is from the teachings and 
interpretation of the Fathers on 
Scripture. Thus, even Tradition 
(with a capital “T”) comes from 
Scripture. If you look at the 
writings of the Church Fathers, 
you will fi nd they mention every 
verse in the Bible except for 
12 verses. The Church Fathers 
interpreted the Bible and 
handed it down to us, so that 
we may progress and hand it 
down. We also have Apostolic 
succession, which is the lineage 
of our priesthood. We can trace 
back this priesthood, knowing 
when and by whom each priest 
was ordained all the way back to 
St. Mark. For example, I know I 
was ordained by His Holiness, 
and we know who ordained him, 
and so on, all the way back to St. 
Mark, who received his mandate 
of priesthood through Christ 
Jesus Himself.

The bishops of the Church were 
successors of the Apostles 
themselves, and their priesthood 

was recognized, and by the 
authority of the Holy Spirit, they 
were given to interpret and teach 
Scripture, which then became 
the basis for the authority of the 
ecumenical councils. We, today, 
are that same Church, but we 
are in today’s environment.

In the Coptic Church, we receive 
a very ascetic attitude toward 
worship, thought and prayer. 
Our very powerful fathers – Sts. 
Cyril, Athanasius, Pakhoum, 
Shenouda, Macarius – were 
very ascetic. There is this tale 
people tell about ascetics – they 
fl ed persecution and went to the 
wilderness to escape. But what 
people will not tell you is that 
they withstood persecution and 
attacks by the Berbers, their walls 
were burned down, they were 
beaten and yet they persisted 
and survived. Monastic life in the 
Coptic Church is one of the most 
thriving monastic movements 
in the Christian Church today. 
Throughout many other 
churches and denominations, 
monasteries are shutting down 
because of the lack of people 
entering monastic life. We, on the 
other hand, are opening more 
and more monasteries, and it’s 
not just a numbers game. This 
is an indication of the spirituality 
we have received through our 
Church.

Some people say, “The Church 
is dead.” That is not true – that 
which is dead does not give 
fruit. That which is dead does 
not produce. That which is 

dead does not bring forth life 
from death. These monasteries 
themselves are life in the 
deserts that are full of death and 
nothingness, but the prayers 
of the monks and nuns have 
brought the desert to life.

Because our church has these 
ascetic and ecumenical qualities, 
there is an interesting marriage 
between the two. The strength 
of teaching with the humility of 
monasticism. While our worship, 
praise, prayers and rituals are so 
full of life and expression in the 
hymnology (from the ecumenical 
side), at the same time, they 
have undertones of respect, 
honor and calmness that come 
from the acetic side. Coming 
from that are our strong pursuits 
of contemplation and meditation 
and solitude.

As you know, because our rituals 
are so rich, we have a strong 
dependence on the worship 
and praise. Some people think 
of “praise and worship” as a 
twentieth-century phenomenon 
of the charismatic movement. 
Our Fathers have been 
worshiping in the catacombs 
since the fi rst century, and in 
the monasteries since the fourth 
century. Our midnight praise 
is nearly the same as what our 
Fathers prayed in the fourth 
century. Look at some of our 
beautiful, joyful hymns that bring 
the words to life. That is alive, it’s 
not dead.

Why is the Coptic Orthodox 

Church so diff erent from other 
churches, as people are so quick 
to point out? People say we look 
like we do not want to “move” 
or partake with anyone. We 
are diff erent because we have 
characteristics that are diff erent 
from other churches, that are true 
and pure and handed down to 
us. And we do not compromise 
on those – not our dogma, 
theology, or teaching – because, 
quite simply, they are not ours 
to compromise on. If I lend you 
my car, and then someone says, 
“This car is boring bishop’s 
cars. Let’s make it youthful, with 
spinning wheels, tints, spoilers, 
revved up engine, etc.” You 
could not do that – it’s not your 
car with which to do that. We 
have received the teachings of 
our fathers only to hand them 
on to those who come after us, 
and they were initially given to 
us by the Lord and founded in 
Scripture. If we did not have this 
safeguard, anyone could change 
anything in the Church.

The Church IS progressive in 
the way it delivers the message. 
We give you this lecture talking 
your language, on your terms, 
using the latest technology and 
the means around us. That is 
fi ne – our Lord Himself spoke 
the people’s language and used 
parables. So we can use these 
tools to be progressive in the way 
we deliver this message – but 
we cannot change the content, 
for it is not ours to change.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God”. Matthew 5:8

Georgette Etnasios born on 20 April 1940, and went to Heaven on 12 November 2018.
Loving wife to Nathan Etnasios, selfl ess mother to George and Charmain and their spouses, 
Maria-Rosa and Hany, and proud grandmother to Dominic, Benjamin, Eliana and Nathaniel.

Yesterday we said goodbye and today we gather in your remembrance - seeking comfort that 
we will meet you again in the Heavenly Kingdom.

The family of Georgette Etnasios invite you to share in the 1st Commemoration Mass of the 
departure of her pure soul, which will be held on Sunday 10th November 2019 at 8:00am at St 

Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Church, 70 Wollongong Road, Arncliff e.
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a ConTeMPorarY ST MarY of eGYPT

This story is sourced from 
“Orthodoxsaintstories” on 
Instagram. The admin is a 22 
yr old zealous Coptic youth 
from Florida who excellently 
translates Arabic stories of 

contemporary 
Coptic saints. 
Follow the 
account!

The late Father 
Youssef Asaad 
(I believe 
this priest 
eventually was 
martyred – 
perhaps from 
c o n v e r t i n g 
Muslims to the 
faith) explains, 
“I thought, 
prayed, and 
decided to 
knock on 
God’s open 
door about 
this. I knocked 
on His door in 
the Liturgies. 
Finally I 

knocked on her door. Out came 
an almost nude, youthful girl, 
asking me what I wanted. ‘I 
want to talk with you,’ I replied. 
She asked me who I was and 

I answered, ‘One who seeks 
God’s mercy.’ She laughed 
in scorn and let me in; I saw 
alcohol, cigarettes, and playing 
cards thrown all around. I was 
the sole participant in a two-hour 
conversation, while she sipped 
at her alcohol and smoked her 
cigarettes. 

When I stood up to pray, she 
still sat on the couch. I visited 
again, and the same scenario 
occurred. The third time I went, 
she opened and was wearing 
a robe to cover herself! I 
rejoiced; this was the fi rst step 
of a thousand mile journey. I 
continued to visit her, and her 
body began to know clothes 
and her head a veil. She began 
to expose a dark past before the 
Lord in a confession that put 
every moment of repentance of 
mine to shame. 

She telephoned me, ‘I bought a 
villa with the money I made by 
fornication. I decided to sell the 
villa. What should I do with the 

money?’ I joked with her, ‘Throw 
it in a lake! God wants your heart, 
not your money.’ She requested, 
‘Can I go to church?’ Who was 
I to refuse such a plea? I drove 
her, and she suddenly asked to 
stop in the middle of the road, 
producing a plastic bag full of 
the money from the villa and 
threw it into a lake nearby! 

We continued, and on the way, I 
thought to myself that I am before 
a true example of repentance, as 
were Mary of Egypt and Moses 
the Strong. At the church, I 
kissed the dirt before the door 
in thanksgiving to the Lord who 
changes the hearts. Why do I 
write this now, you ask? I have 
just returned from praying over 
her blessed body at her funeral, 
the body which I approached to 
kiss before and after the prayers 
and found it emanating a smell 
of heavenly incense from inside 
the casket, fi lling the church—
the aroma of repentance, and of 
a changed heart. Remember me 
in Paradise, my daughter.”



Copts’ News9 th Babah 1736

Published by the Diocese of Sydney & its Affiliated Regions 15


	coptic153p001
	coptic153p002
	coptic153p003
	coptic153p004
	coptic153p005
	coptic153p006
	coptic153p007
	coptic153p008
	coptic153p009
	coptic153p010
	coptic153p011
	coptic153p012
	coptic153p013
	coptic153p014
	coptic153p015

