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the Second lenten Sunday
goSPel readIng: Mt 4:1-11

My beloved, the fl ock of our 
Lord Jesus Christ in the Coptic 
Orthodox Diocese of Sydney: 
May our Lord Jesus Christ bless 
you, your families and your 
homes with the blessings of 
these Holy days.
The previous Sunday was the 
First Sunday of the Great Lent; 
the reading was from MT 6:19-
33. We learned from the reading 
of the First Sunday of the Great 
Lent how to plan to have our 
heavenly treasures. Today is 
the 2nd Sunday in our journey 
towards Christ's Resurrection, 
and according to today’s gospel 
reading Mt 4:1-11, the main 
Topic is: The temptation of our 
Lord Jesus Christ which is also 
mentioned in St Mathew, St 
Mark & St  Luke.
The Gospel reading today tells 
us about three temptations with 
which Satan tempted Our Lord;
• The fi rst temptation: was 
mentioned in the Three Gospels, 
Mathew, Mark and Luke. Satan 
said to the Lord:" if you are the 
son of God, command that these 
stones become bread ". 
a – Satan said that to the Lord 
when He had fasted forty days 
and forty nights, afterwards he 
was hungry 
(MT 4: 2), Satan is very sneaky, 
he knows when to attack, his 
war usually comes in the time 
when we are tried, the Lord 
was hungry and Satan tempted 
Him by food, he said to Him: 
"command that these stones 
become bread " (MT 4: 3).
b - Let us remind ourselves that 
the Lord was tempted after he 
had fasted, so temptation comes 
usually to the spiritual peoples, 
the children of God, who practice 
the virtue of fasting.
c - Satan said to the Lord:" If 
you are the Son of God" this 
is exactly what had been said 
by the serpent to our mother 

Eve:" Has God indeed said,' you 
shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden? " (Gen3: 1), it is to say 
the war of doubt. 
My brothers and sisters the war 
of doubt is very dangerous, it can 
destroy the life of people of God. 
Let us take some examples:
I- If we have doubts 
on the word of God or His 
commandment, this will lead 
us to be unbelievers, and 
unfortunately this is against faith;
II- If the fl ock has doubts on 
his leader, we will see a divided 
community or fl ock.
III- If we have doubts 
on ourselves, we will have 
a generation with weak 
personalities. 
d - Satan said to the Lord:" 
command that these stones 
became bread" (MT4: 3); It 
shows 
I- The easy way of life is not 
acceptable in the Eyes of God; 
we should suff er in our fasting 
in particular and in our life in 
general.
II- The Lord did not 
command the stones to be bread 
even though He, by His divine 
power fed the Five Thousands 
with the fi ve loaves and two fi sh, 
so as to tell us that He did not 
distinguish Himself from us – His 
children.
• The second Temptation 
was mentioned in MT 4: 5-7 and 
Luke 4:9-12," Then the devil took 
Him up into the holy city, set Him 
on the pinnacle of the temple and 
said to Him," If you are the son 
of God , throw Yourself down. 
For it was written: He shall give 
His angels charge over You and 
"in their hands they shall bear 
you up, lest You dash your foot 
against a stone" In the second 
temptation;
a - We are amazed with the 
humbleness of our Lord Jesus, 
how can the Lord allow the devil 
to take Him up into the holy city 
and set Him on the pinnacle of 
the temple. 
b - The devil took Jesus to the 
highest point of the temple, the 
southeast corner, overlooking 
the Kidron Valley, where the Lord 
will be in a very high position to 
be tested, so be aware, if you are 
in a high level of your spiritual life, 
you should be humble, because 

Satan will test you.
c - Satan said to Him:" if You are 
the son of God, throw Yourself 
down. For it is written: He shall 
give His angels charge over You 
and in their Hands they shall 
bear You Up, lest you dash your 
foot against a stone".
i. - Again Satan is trying to use 
the war of doubt, he said to 
Him," If You are the Son of God" 
as in the fi rst temptation.
ii. - Satan used a very tricky way 
to test the Lord, he said to Him, 
throw yourself down and he 
mentioned the exact verse from 
the Old Testament (Ps91:11-12)" 
For He shall give His angels 
charge over You, to keep you in 
all your ways. In their hands they 
shall bear you up. Lest you dash 
your foot against a against stone 
" here Satan wanted to trap the   
Lord in two way, by falling in the 
sin of pride, because if any one 
throws himself from a high place 
for sure he will die, but Satan 
wanted to see if the angels will 
come to save him, then it means 
that He is the Son of God, and 
thus, Satan will disable the 
redemption of human beings.

d- Then the Lord said to him:" 
It is written again, you shall not 
tempt the Lord your God:" here 
let us say the following:
i. By the same weapon Satan 
tempted the Lord saying "It is 
written", the Lord answered 
Satan and said to him, “It is written 
again", so we should resist Satan 
by the commandment of Lord 
which is mentioned  in the Bible. 
The Lord answered Satan by a 
verse from the Old Testament as 
well, (Deut 6:16)" you shall not 
tempt the Lord your God as you 
tempted Him in Massah".
ii. The Lord gave us a great 
lesson; not to show off  in our 
spiritual life, not to be proud 
of ourselves and fi nally not to 
tempt the Lord.
iv. But we can test the Lord 
in only one case, Let us read 
(Malachi 3: 10):" bring all the 
tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in My House, 
and try Me now in this ".
• The Third Temptation: 
was mentioned in Three Gospels, 
MT4: 8-10, Mark 1:13 and Luke 
4:5-8,13. :" Again, the devil took 

Him up on an exceedingly high 
mountain, and showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world and 
their glory. And he said to Him, 
All these things I will give you if 
you will fall down and worshiped 
me".  In this temptation:
a- Satan showed the Lord all 
the kingdom of the world and its 
glory as all belonging to Satan, 
so unfortunate  he who believes 
that he has a place in this world,  
let us read (1 John 2:17)" And the 
world is passing away, and the 
lust of it, but he who does the 
will of God abides forever ", we 
are just strangers in this world, It 
is not enough only to  know that 
our real kingdom is in  heaven 
but we should also work very 
hard to have a place in it .
b- Also unfortunate is he 
who is deceived by the glory of 
the kingdom of the world, it is 
transient glory.
c- Satan had a desire to be 
god and to be worshiped, he 
said to Our Lord:" if you will bow 
down and worship me" beware 
of being arrogant, we are just 
poor human beings, and one 
day we will become a dust.
d- The Lord said to him:" 
Away with you Satan. For it is 
written. You shall worship the 
Lord your God, and Him only 
you shall serve" (Matt 4:10)
I- The Lord kept resisting 
Satan by the Old Testament, He 
mentioned a verse in (Deut 6:13)" 
You shall fear the Lord your God 
and serve Him".
II- Practicing humbleness is 
good, but sometimes we should 
say to Satan: Away with you 
Satan.
III- Worshiping God is not 
enough but we shall serve Him 
when we are able to do so, for a 
time will come when we will not 
be able to serve the Lord.
I wish all of you that the blessings 
of the Great Lent come upon 
you, by the intercessions of St. 
Mary and our beloved Father 
of Fathers HH Pope Tawadros 
II, may the Lord keep his life 
many years to come to serve the 
kingdom of God in earth

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affi  liated Regions
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Inaugural Sydney-Melbourne dIoceSe youth 
conference In nSW

On the weekend of Friday, 
February 7 to Sunday, February 
9, the first-ever combined 
Sydney-Melbourne Diocese 
Youth Conference to be held in 
New South Wales took place 
at the Tops Conference Centre 
south of Sydney.
The conference, titled “The 
Masterpiece”, brought together 
300 youth representing New 
South Wales, Queensland, 
Australian Capital Territory, 
Victoria, Western Australia and 
New Zealand. Close to 350 
attended on the Saturday.
Joining the youth for the full 
duration of the event was guest 
speaker, His Grace Bishop 

Pavly, General Bishop of the El-
Montazah District of Churches 
in Alexandria and Assistant to 
His Holiness Pope Tawadros II. 
His Grace Bishop Daniel, Bishop 
and Abbot of St Shenouda’s 
Monastery, Sydney, was also 
present for the entirety of the 
conference, as were up to 20 
priests – across the weekend – 
from both Australian dioceses, 
and Abouna Makarious from 
Alexandria.
Bishop Pavly delivered four 
talks titled, “The Journey to 
the Master”, “Fitting into the 
Master’s Hand”, “Dealing 
with the Change” and “Living 
as a Masterpiece”. These 

were complemented by two 
influential workshops with the 
content organised by St Cyril’s 
Theological College, Sydney, 
and led in smaller focus groups 
by clergy and servants from 
both dioceses.
The youth participated in many 
great activities throughout 
the weekend – Ice Breakers, 
Khedma Wars and a Photo 
Scavenger Hunt – as well as two 
liturgies; celebrated alongside 
Their Graces and our joint clergy.
It was a time of amazing 
fellowship and unity between 
the youth of both the Diocese 
of Sydney and the Diocese of 
Melbourne, and an encouraging 

sign for the future of our Coptic 
Orthodox Church in Australia 
and Oceania.
The joint effort, service and 
dedication of the servants from 
the Sydney Diocese’s Sydney 
Youth Conference (SYC), and 
the Melbourne Diocese’s, Youth 
In Christ (YIC), also ensured 
the success of this landmark 
initiative. 
Plans for the next combined 
conference are already 
underway; with it scheduled 
to be held in Melbourne from 
Friday, January 29 to Sunday, 
January 31, 2021.

By Bishoy Bassilious
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D i o c e s e  N e w s

On Saturday 15th Feb Anba Pavli led the Liturgy and gave two spiritual sermons on the verse to whom do you belong 

The Coptic Orthodox Church Diocese of Sydney would like to congratulate Deacon Youhanna, a long-term servant of the Diocese and 
Archangel Michael & St Bishoy’s Church, Mt Druitt, on his ordination to priesthood as Fr Youhanna in Sudan. 

May the Lord bless his service and priesthood.
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

 

CITY LUNCHTIME          
BIBLE STUDY  
                                  
EVERY THURSDAY 
1PM                    
LIVERPOOL ST 
SYDNEY 
 

Location: 
____ 

The Polding Centre 
____ 

Level 5 
____ 

133 Liverpool St 
____ 

Sydney  

MORE INFO 

Contact: 

0416 070 242 

0404 414 923 
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the deVIlISh brother Who becaMe a bIShoP
As a youth, Azmy developed a 
notorious reputation which led 
people to avoid dealing with 
him at all costs. He befriended 
those of ill-repute and scoff ed 
at the mere idea of 
entering a church. 
Azmy’s older brother, 
on the other hand, was 
favored by both God 
and men, and lived a 
life of righteousness 
and struggled for 
perfection. The Lord 
willed that Azmy’s 
brother was to fall ill 
and die at a young age. 
While carrying his 
brother’s casket to bury 
him, Azmy overheard 
those around him 
whisper, “How could 
God take the soul of 
this saint and leave us 
his devilish brother, 
whom no one wishes to 
deal with?” Upon hearing these 
words, Azmy felt that his heart 
had been pierced, and made 
a covenant with himself that 

he would change. He returned 
home and began reading and 
studying the hagiography of 
Saint Abba Moses the Strong; 
his story aff ected him so deeply 

that, within months, he had 
decided within himself to join 
the Monastery of Paramos, 
which houses the relics of the 

saint who led him to repentance. 

In 1950, Providence chose this 
repentant youth to be ordained 
a metropolitan: Metropolitan 

Benjamin, over the diocese of 
Menufi a. Known for his God-
given, beautiful voice, he was 
given the nickname, “the Harp 

of the Church.” He chanted the 
Liturgy so wonderfully that it led 
hundreds to begin entering the 
church again and attending the 
Divine Liturgy, opening the door 

to their repentance as well. 

Having never forgotten 
the debt he owes to Saint 
Moses, Metropolitan 
Benjamin gifted a 
magnifi cent reliquary, 
with an inscription on 
a white marble tablet 
that memorializes the 
thanksgiving he owes, 
to hold the relics of his 
intercessor; it still stands in 
the Monastery of Paramos 
till this day.

Follow orthodoxsaintstories 
on Instagram for stories of 
modern Coptic saints.

the 21 lIbyan MartyrS MIraculouSly foIl a KIdnaPPIng
A priest who serves the Church 
of the 21 Martyrs of Libya in Al 
Minya relates, “A business man 
who sold fi lters met with a client 
who ordered 65 large water 
fi lters, totaling approximately 
250,000 Egyptian pounds. The 
man agreed to meet his buyer at 
his house a little after midnight to 
drop off  the order and receive his 
compensation. Upon arrival, the 
man found himself surrounded 
by a gang, who took him out of 
his truck, stole the fi lters, chained 
him and locked him in a room 
at an undisclosed location. The 
business man’s wife awoke from 
her sleep with an unexplainable 
feeling of fear and attempted to 
call her husband multiple times, 
not fi nding him in bed; there was 
no answer. She walked up to a 
photograph of the 21 Martyrs of 
Libya in her room and, in tears, 
asked the 21 to rescue her 
husband, who she thought was 
surely in danger. The man was 
chained in the room for hours, 
until suddenly, 21 men broke 
the door of the room down and 
entered. He assumed they were 

there to kill him, but instead, 
they unchained him, led him to 

his truck, and the 21 men helped 
each other load the 65 fi lters 
onto the truck. Before leaving, 
the man heard one of the men 

who helped him say, ‘Tell your 
wife we heard her cries and have 

come to help, for the glory of 
God.’ He returned home, related 
to his wife the events of the night, 
and was later able to recognize 

every single one of the 21 men 
who rescued him in the picture 

in his house.”
Follow orthodoxsaintstories on 
Instagram for stories of modern 
Coptic saints.
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chrISt aboVe the teMPle taX
In the Church today, we continue 
to off er a tithe of all that we 
receive, recognizing that God is 
the source of all we have, and 
by giving back to Him the fi rst 
ten percent of all we receive, we 
give thanks to Him and show 
that we trust Him to provide for 
all our needs rather than greedily 
holding on to whatever He gave 
us. Our father among the saints, 
St. Irenaeus of Lyons, put it 
beautifully when he wrote,

We are bound, therefore, to 
off er to God the fi rst-fruits of His 
creation, as Moses also says, 
“Thou shalt not appear in the 
presence of the Lord thy God 
empty;” so that man, 
being accounted as 
grateful, by those 
things in which he has 
shown his gratitude, 
may receive that 
honour which fl ows 
from Him (Against 
Heresies 4:18:1).

Being diligent in 
off ering our tithes 
is important, dear 
brethren. I say this, 
not because God 
or His Church need 
anything from you, 
but on the contrary, 
because you are the 
ones in need of the 
blessing of off ering 
to God at least ten 
percent of all He gives 
you.

Christ’s Freedom
Second, let us speak about 
Christ’s freedom, or more 
specifi cally, our Lord’s words, 
“Then the sons are free.”

As we just heard, the tax 
collectors challenged Peter as 
to whether our Lord Jesus Christ 
would pay this temple tax. Now, 
let’s try to follow the logic here: 
if this tax was paid for the sake 
of the temple, then Who was 
the ultimate recipient of this 
tax? Clearly, God is the ultimate 
recipient. But Who is our Lord 
Jesus Christ? He is God in the 
fl esh, the Only-Begotten Son of 
God Who took fl esh from the 
Holy Virgin Mary and became 
like us in all things except for sin. 

If Christ, therefore, is God in the 
fl esh, should He pay this tax that 
was ultimately given to God?

This is a very interesting question, 
indeed, and it touches upon the 
important question that every 
believer must answer: “Who is 
Christ?” Just one chapter before 
tonight’s Gospel passage, our 
Lord asked His disciples this 
question, “Who do men say that 
I, the Son of Man, am?” Notice 
that He did not ask them, “What 
do people say about me” or 
“How are they responding to My 
miracles?” Instead, He asked, 
“Who do men say that I am? 
Who am I to them?” That’s the 
important question.

And here, in tonight’s Gospel 
passage, our Lord helps us 
to answer the question in two 
ways. First of all, there is the 
dialogue with St. Peter in which 
our Lord makes it clear that the 
kings of the earth do not collect 
taxes from their own sons. “The 
sons are free,” He says. What 
does that mean? It means that, 
if the children of the kings of 
the earth do not pay taxes, then 
certainly Christ, the Son of God, 
has no need to pay the Temple 
tax, which is ultimately off ered 
to God. What our Lord says, 
therefore, confi rms His Divine 
Sonship and helps answer the 
question in the previous chapter, 
“Who do men say that I am?” 

Second, we notice that our Lord 
tells Peter, “Nevertheless, we 
will pay the temple tax so as not 
to off end them.” He performs a 
magnifi cent miracle in which He 
tells Peter to go to sea, cast in 
his fi shing hook, catch a single 
fi sh, and then open its mouth to 
fi nd one coin that can pay the 
tax for both Christ and Peter. 
So, our Lord paid the temple 
tax after all, but do you notice 
the way in which He paid it? 
He did not pay it from His own 
money, but rather, He paid it in a 
manner that costs Him nothing. 
As Origen of Alexandria reminds 
us, “But this coin was not in the 
house of Jesus, but it was in the 
sea, and in the mouth of a fi sh of 

the sea.” He continues,

But since Jesus, who was “the 
image of the invisible God”…on 
this account He takes from its 
own place, the sea, the image 
of Cæsar, that He may give it to 
the kings of the earth for Himself 
and His disciple…for He paid 
the debt, not having taken it up, 
nor having possessed it, nor 
having acquired it, nor at any 
time having made it His own 
possession, so that the image 
of Cæsar might never be along 
with the image of the invisible 
God.

So our Lord paid the temple 
tax in this miraculous way that 
shows that He, as God in the 

fl esh, is above the temple tax 
and not subject to any king of 
the earth.

Our Freedom
Third and fi nally, let us speak 
about our freedom.

Tonight’s Gospel passage 
off ers a beautiful picture of the 
salvation of mankind. Consider, 
for example, the image of our 
Lord Jesus Christ paying this 
tax, this debt that He did not 
owe. He paid the debt, not only 
for Himself, but also for Peter. 
This, of course, is an icon of our 
salvation, which Christ achieved 
by paying the debt of sin that 
mankind brought upon itself in 

the Fall. As our patron 
and intercessor, 
St. Gregory the 
Theologian, wrote in 
his nineteenth oration,

It was, after all, for our 
sakes that He became 
man and assumed the 
form of a servant and 
for our transgressions 
that He was led off  to 
die. This is the way 
the Savior brought 
salvation even though 
as the God Who 
created the entire 
universe at a word 
He could have done 
so also by the mere 
expression of His 
will. What he did give 
us was greater and 
more compelling: he 
embraced human 

feelings and the human 
condition.1

St. Gregory is reminding us that 
God, in His unlimited power and 
authority, could have saved us 
by a mere word, but what He did 
to save us was actually greater. 
He embraced the human 
condition by assuming the form 
of a servant and saving us in a 
far more intimate way.

Gregory Nazianzus, Select 
Orations, ed. Thomas P. Halton, 
trans. Martha Vinson, vol. 107, 
The Fathers of the Church 
(Washington, DC: The Catholic 
University of America Press, 
2003), 103–104.
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St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 
Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), 

and Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 
"And let our people also learn to maintain good works, 
to meet urgent needs that may not be unfruitful." 
(Titus 3:14). 

Annual Report 
The board of directors of St. Mark Nubian Foundation is pleased to present 
our annual report as follows:- 
i) Sent two Containers to Khartoum - Sudan. 
ii) Sent two containers to Juba- South Sudan. 
iii) Transferred Au$15,500.00 as a contribution towards the building of St. 
Mark School Waw - South Sudan. 
iv) Transferred Au$ 7,700.00 as a contribution towards the Learning 
centres in Sennar and Al-Mazmoum Sudan. 
 
Accordingly, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate promptly and 
willingly to the following bank account:- 
St. George Bank:- 
(BSB):- 112-879 
A'cc No.:- 493911231. 
A'cc. Name:- St. Mark Nubian Foundation. 
 
Conclusively, we give thanks to our graciously God for His support to this 
service. We also ask Him for His blessing to this service and to widen its purl. 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S  
BSB: -   112-879   
A’cc: -   493911231 
Financial Institution: - St. George Bank 
Account Name: - St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
 
“He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord; and He will pay back what He has 
given.” (Proverb 19:17). 

“All Donations are Tax deductable” 
PLEASE LIKE Our Facebook Page 

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au @exodusyouthworx

Exodus Youth WorxExodus Youth Worx
Powered by Young People

We have Programs and Services that 
are all free to the our community 
including:
Free Counselling 
Case Management
Youth Services 
Outreach 
Mentoring and Internship
Employment Readiness 
Drug and Alcohol Counselling
Community Development
Tutoring 
Crisis Intervention 
Crisis Accommodation 
Seniors Support and Advocacy
Support for victims of  Domestic Violence 
Support Groups

Exodus Youth Worx was created 18 years 
ago to serve the Coptic Community 
alongside the Church, providing much 
needed, complimentary and essential 
support and services. 
 
Your participation is vital to keeping our 
doors open. We need you! 

When you need us, for yourself, your 
family member or a friend, we want to be 
able to be here for you. This is a growing 
service that plays a valuable role in our 
Community and we want you to be part 
of  that. 

  
  EYW is endorsed and supported 
by C.O.P.T.S Inc Inc.

You can donate through our website 
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or via Direct Deposit
BSB 112-879
ACC 465556041
All donations over $2 are Tax Deductible

Exodus Youth Worx
2/440 West Botany St, 

Rockdale, 2216
9597 4330 or 0468 329 206

info@exodusyouthworx.org.au
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Coptic School Grant - St. Wanas Foundation
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD

… to give you a future and a hope” ~ Jeremiah 29:11

St Wanas Charity is a foundation, under the supervision of St Mark Church, Sydney, whose mission is to serve the community by 
off ering others a future and hope. We have set out to achieve this goal by providing support across three areas;
1. Orphans and kids Hospital: providing life-saving incubators for infants born in critical condition. We serve needy areas in Cairo, 
Upper Egypt, and Africa.
2. Women 4 Women: sponsoring women in areas of poverty to provide the skills needed to generate an income and better serve 
their children.
3. Coptic Schools: supporting 
projects that will support the school’s 
educational aspirations and benefi t 
students within a Christian environment.
In celebration of the 1st Year Anniversary 
of the St Wanas Foundation we are 
off ering a grant to one of the Coptic 
Schools, in an amount between $25,000 
to $30,000.  We understand that the 
needs of each Coptic school are unique 
and, as such, the project can be aimed at 
improving facilities, providing educational 
materials or programs.
Applications for this grant should include;
1. Description of Project:  the need, 
objectives and scope (250 words).
2. How will the funds be used? eg. 
is it part of a larger program of work (250 
words).
3. How is the project expected to 
serve both the short-term and long-term 
needs of the students? (250 words).
The successful applicant is expected to 
publish the acceptance of the grant in all 
their marketing and social media. Upon 
completion, a report has to be sent to 
the committee with the relevant photos/
videos and published in the social media.
Eligibility for this grant is only for the 
Coptic Schools (St. Mary, St. Mark and 
St. Bishoy). In order to be considered, 
applications must be submitted by 20-
NOV-2019 to the charity committee 
(frjonathan3@gmail.com). The outcome 
will be announced on 25th November 
2019.
If you have any queries, please call the 
committee on 0400-319-175.
God Bless
Jonathan 
Fr. Jonathan Ishak
St. Wanas Kids Charity

Check news about St Wanas Kids Charity (SWKC) at St Mark web site.            Fr Jonathan 0400 319 175

“For of such is the   
  kingdom of God” 
       Luke 18:16

Help kids in need...

Kids Clinic in KewesnaOrphanage in Kenya

How to Donate?
+ Transfer to bank account: 082184 574249737 
 “COPTS Charity’, Ref: St Wanas.
+ St Mark church: Committee room or any church father.

Incubators forSt Abusefin Church El Hagana

Coptic Orthdox Schools
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On both sides, beloved, reap 
the utmost gain, and avoid the 
imitation of Adam knowing 
how many ills are begotten of 
laziness and imitate the piety of 
Job, learning how many glorious 
things spring from earnestness. 
Consider him, the conqueror 
throughout, and you shall have 
much consolation in all pain and 
peril. For as it were in the common 
theatre of the world that blessed 
and noble man stands forth, and 
by means of the suff erings which 
happened to him, discourses to 
all to bear all things which befall 
them nobly and never give in to 
the troubles which come upon 
them. For verily, there is no 
human suff ering which cannot 
receive consolation as a result. 
For the suff erings which are 
scattered over the whole world, 
these came together, and bore 
down upon one body, that of 
Job. What pardon then shall 
there be for him who is unable 
to bear with thankfulness his 
share of the troubles which 
are brought upon him? Since 
he appears not bearing a part 
only, but the entire ills of all 
men, and in order that you may 
not condemn the extravagance 
of my words, come, and let us 
take in hand severally the ills 
that came upon him, and bring 
forward this fulfi llment of them.

And if you wish, let us fi rst bring 
forward that which seems to 
be the most unendurable of 
all, I mean poverty, and the 
pain which arises from it. For 
everywhere all men bewail this. 
Who was poorer, then, than 
Job, who was poorer than the 
outcasts at the baths and those 
who sleep in the ashes of the 
furnace, poorer in fact than all 
men? For these, indeed, have 
one ragged garment, but he 
sat naked, and had only the 
garment which nature supplies, 
the clothing of the fl esh, and this 
the Devil destroyed on all sides 
with a distressing kind of decay. 
Again, these poor folk are at least 
under the roof of the porches at 
the baths and are covered with a 
shelter, but he continued always 
to pass his nights in the open air, 
not having even the consolation 
of a bare roof. And what is still 

greater, the fact that these are 
conscious of 
many terrible 
evils within 
themselves, but 
he was conscious 
of nothing against 
himself. For this 
is to be noticed in 
each of the things 
which happened 
to him, a thing 
which caused 
him greater pain, 
and produced 
more perplexity; 
the ignorance 
of the reason of 
what took place. 
These persons, 
then, as I said, 
would have many 
things with which 
to reproach 
themselves. And 
this contributes 
much to 
consolation in 
calamity; to be 
conscious in 
oneself of being 
punished justly. 
But he was 
deprived of this 
consolation, and 
while exhibiting a 
conversation full 
of virtue, endured 
the fate of those 
who had dared to do extreme 
wickedness. And these folk who 
are with us, are poor from the 
outset, and from the beginning 
are experienced in calamity. But 
he endured calamity in which he 
was unexperienced, undergoing 
the immense change from 
wealth. As then the knowledge of 
the cause of what takes place, is 
the greatest consolation; so it is 
not less than this, to have been 
experienced in poverty from the 
beginning and so to continue in 
it. Of both these consolations 
that man was deprived, and 
not even then, did he fall away. 
Do you see him indeed come 
to extreme poverty, even in 
comparison with which it is 
impossible to fi nd a fellow? For 
what could be poorer than the 
naked who has not even a roof 
over him? Yes rather not even 
was it in his power to enjoy the 

bare ground, but he sat upon the 

dunghill. Therefore whenever you 
see yourself come to poverty, 
consider the suff ering of the 
just one, and straightway you 
shall rise up, and shake off  every 
thought of despondency. This 
one calamity therefore seems to 
men to be the groundwork of all 
suff erings together.

And the second after it, yes 
rather before it, is the affl  iction 
of the body. Who then was even 
so disabled? Who endured such 
disease? Who received or saw 
any one else receive so great 
an affl  iction? No one. Little by 
little, his body was wasted, and 
a stream of worms on every 
side issued from his limbs; the 
running was constant; the evil 
smell which surrounded him was 
strong, the body being destroyed 
little by little, and decaying with 
such putrefaction, used to make 

food distasteful; and hunger was 

to him strange and unusual. For 
not even was he able to enjoy 
the nourishment which was 
given to him. For he says, “I see 
my food to be loathsome” (Job 
6:7). Whenever, then, you fall into 
weakness, O man, remember 
that body and that saintly fl esh, 
for it was saintly and pure, even 
when it had so many wounds. 
And if any one belong to the 
army, and then unjustly and 
without any reasonable pretext, 
be hanged upon the pillory2, 
and has his sides rasped to 
pieces, let him not think the 
matter to be a reproach, nor let 
him give way to the pain when 
he thinks upon this saint. But 
this man, says one, has much 
comfort and consolation in 
knowing that God was bringing 
these suff erings upon him. This 
indeed especially troubled and 
disturbed him, to think that the 

Job’S SufferIng aS conSolatIon
St. John Chrysostomos
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just God Who had in every way 
been served by him was at war 
with him. And he was not able 
to find any reasonable pretext 
for what took place, since, 
when at least he afterwards 
learned the cause, see what 
piety he showed, for when God 
said to him “Do you think that 
I have had dealings with you 
in order that you might appear 
righteous?” (Job 40:8), he says 
while conscious-stricken, “I will 
lay my hand upon my mouth, 
once have I spoken but to a 
second word I will not proceed,” 
(Job 40:4, 5), and again “as far 
as the hearing of the ear I have 
heard you before, but now mine 
eye has seen you, wherefore I 
have held myself to be vile, and 
am wasted away, and I consider 
myself to be earth and ashes” 
(Job 42:5, 6).

But if you think that this is 
sufficient for consolation, you 
will yourself also be able to 
experience this comfort. And 
even if you do not suffer any 
of these misfortunes at the 
hands of God, but owing to the 
insolence of men — and yet give 
thanks and do not blaspheme 
Him Who is able to prevent them 
indeed, but Who permits them 
for the sake of testing you — 
just as they who suffer at the 
hands of God are crowned, so 
also you shall obtain the same 
reward, because you have borne 
nobly the calamities which were 
brought upon you from men and 
did give thanks to Him Who was 
able indeed to hinder them, but 
not willing.

Behold, then! You have seen 
poverty and disease, and both 

in the extremest degree brought 
upon this just man. Do you 
wish that I should show you the 
warfare at nature’s hands, in such 
excessive degree waged then 
against this noble man? He lost 
ten children, the ten at one fell 
swoop, the ten in the very bloom 
of youth, ten who displayed 
much virtue, and that not by 
the common law of nature, but 
by a violent and pitiable death. 
Who could be able to recount 
so great a calamity? No one. 
Whenever, therefore, you lose 
son and daughter together, have 
recourse to this just man, and 
you shall find altogether much 
comfort for yourself. Were these, 
then, the only misfortunes which 
happened to him? The desertion 
and treachery of his friends, 
the gibes, raillery, mockery 
and derision, and the tearing 
in pieces by all was something 
intolerable. For the character 
of calamities is not of such a 
kind, that they who reproach us 
about our calamities are inclined 
to vex our soul. Not only was 
there no one to soothe him, but 
many from all sides troubled 
him with taunts. And you see 
him lamenting this bitterly and 
saying, “but even you, too, fell 
upon me” (Job 19:5). He calls 
them pitiless and says, “My 
neighbors have rejected me, 
and my servants spoke against 
me, and I called the sons of my 
concubines, and they turned 
away from me” (Job 19:14, 16). 
“And others,” he says, “sport 
upon me, and I became the 
common talk of all (Job 19:9, 10). 
And my very raiment,” he says, 
“abhorred me” (Job 9:31). These 
things at least are unbearable 
to hear, still more to endure in 

their reality, extreme poverty, 
and intolerable disease new 
and strange, the loss of children 
so many and so good, and in 
such a manner, reproaches 
and gibes, and insults from 
men. Some indeed mocked, 
some reproached, and others 
despised; not only enemies, but 
even friends; not only friends, 
but even servants, and they not 
only mock and reproach, but 
even abhorred him, and this not 
for two or three, or ten days, 
but for many months; and (a 
circumstance which happened 
in that man’s case alone) not 
even did he have comfort by 
night, but the delusions of 
terrors by night were a greater 
aggravation of his misfortunes 
by day. For that he endured 
more grievous things in his 
sleep, hear what he says “why 
do you frighten me in sleep, and 
terrify me in visions?” (Job 7:14). 
What man of iron, what heart 
of steel could have endured so 
many misfortunes? For if each 
of these was unbearable in itself, 
consider what a tumult their 
simultaneous approach excited. 
But nevertheless he bore all 
these, and in all that happened 
to him he sinned not, nor was 
there guile in his lips.

Let the sufferings of that man 
then be the medicines for our 
ills, and his grievous surging sea 
the harbor of our sufferings, and 
in each of the accidents which 
befall us, let us consider this 
saint, and seeing one person 
exhausting the misfortunes of 
the universe, we shall conduct 
ourselves bravely in those which 
fall to our share, and as to some 
affectionate mother, stretching 

forth her hands on all sides, 
and receiving and reviving her 
terrified children, so let us always 
flee to this book, and even if the 
pitiable troubles of all men assail 
us, let us take sufficient comfort 
for all and so depart. And if you 
sayest, he was Job, and for this 
reason bore all this, but I am 
not like him; you supply me with 
a greater accusation against 
yourself and fresh praise of him. 
For it is more likely that you 
should be able to bear all this 
than he. Why, you ask? Because 
he indeed was before the day 
of grace and of the law, when 
there was not much strictness 
of life, when the grace of the 
Spirit was not so great, when sin 
was hard to fight against, when 
the curse prevailed and when 
death was terrible. But now our 
wrestlings have become easier, 
all these things being removed 
after the coming of Christ; so 
that we have no excuse, when 
we are unable to reach the same 
standard as he, after so long a 
time, and such advantage, and 
so many gifts given to us by 
God. Considering therefore all 
these things, that misfortunes 
were greater for him, and that 
when the conflict was more 
grievous, then he stripped for 
the contest; let us bear all that 
comes upon us nobly, and with 
much thankfulness, in order that 
we may be able to obtain the 
same crown as he, by the grace 
and lovingkindness of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, with whom be 
glory to the Father together with 
the Holy Spirit, now and always 
and for ever and ever. Amen.

Dr Fady Galy & Dr Monika Takla
Welcome the Baby Girl
Katherine Grace Galy

Hi Big girl Karen
You have now

A beautiful baby Sister

Congratulations
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