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CONSTITUTION 
Coptic Orthodox Church 

Diocese of Sydney  
& its Affiliated Regions

This Constitution of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Sydney & its Affiliated 
Regions, as approved by His Holiness Pope Tawadros II Pope of Alexandria and 
Patriarch of the See of St. Mark, replaces the constitution of the Coptic Orthodox 

Church, Diocese of Sydney and its Affiliated Regions approved on 8 October 2002 by 
His Holiness Shenouda III, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark.
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ParaBLe OF THe SOWer
GOSPeL reaDING: LuKe 8:4-15

In the Gospel reading of today, 
our beloved Lord is telling us 
the parable about how He is the 
sower of all things good. The 
Lord showed how important this 
parable is by also explaining it to 
the people – it is the fi rst parable 
with an explanation. Now the 
Lord is telling us that it is our 
responsibility to be good soil so 
that His seed of divine love can 
grow in us and so we can then 
produce fruits and continue with 
His service.

"A sower went out to 
sow his seed”

The sower is our beloved Lord 
Jesus Christ. He did not go out 
for any reason, but He “went out 
to sow” – meaning that He had a 
plan and a vision of what He was 
going to do.

“And as he sowed, some fell 
by the wayside; and it was 
trampled down, and the birds 
of the air devoured it”  …  
“Those by the wayside are the 
ones who hear; then the devil 
comes and takes away the 
word out of their hearts, lest 
they should believe and be 

saved”

• What is the wayside? It is the 
world in which we are born 
and pass through. It is a path 
and a journey for all those 
who come from God and go 
to God.

• When we look at the wayside, 
we see that it is hard because 
it is open and it lies under 
everyone’s feet. Therefore, 
there is no depth for any 
seed to enter it. But instead it 
lies on the hard surface and 
is ready to be taken away by 
any bird that comes by. 

• Therefore, those who have a 

hard mind and heart do not 
receive the divine seed, but 
instead, they are a way for 
unclean people to walk on 
them.

But what is found along the 
wayside?
People living according to this 
world, who are 
concerned only 
about the desires of 
the world, and not 
about God, These 
people can stop us 
from hearing and 
practicing the word 
of God, if we are not 
strong in faith.

Then the devil 
comes and takes 
away the word out 

of their hearts: 
• While we are 

sleeping, the 
devil comes and 
sows his weeds. 
And this is why 
the Lord told us 
to be alert and 
watchful. If we 
are lazy in our 
spiritual life and 
we do not bear 
spiritual fruits, 
then the devil will 
come quickly and sow his 
weeds of destruction. 

• But if we are serious in our 
spiritual life and practice 
many spiritual exercises, then 
we will be able to remove all 
the weeds.

 “Some fell on rock; and 
as soon as it sprang up, it 
withered away because it 
lacked moisture”  …  “But the 
ones on the rock are those 
who, when they hear, receive 
the word with joy; and these 
have no root, who believe 
for a while and in time of 

temptation fall away.”

• What is meant by the rock? 
They are the people who 
don’t give care to their faith, 
and do not care to understand 
the divine mysteries. 

• 
When everything is easy, 
then they can say they are 

Christian, but when things 
get diffi  cult, they will leave 
their faith - they are not ready 
to struggle for the Lord. 

• 
A rock has 2 properties: 
it is strong and it is hard. 
Therefore, we can say a 
person is a rock, depending 

on whether he is strong in 
faith, or else he has a very 
hard heart. 

• 
The rocky ground represents 
those people who are still 
attracted by the desires and 
lusts of the world. Although 
they may hear and accept 
in their minds Christianity, 
their heart is divided. And 
therefore, they may feel 
happy to listen to stories 
about the kingdom of God or 
the glory of the saints, but as 
soon as they are faced with 
hard times and persecutions, 
they forget these stories and 
run.

“And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns sprang up with 
it and choked it”  … “Now the 
ones that fell among thorns 
are those who, when they 
have heard, go out and are 
choked with cares, riches, and 

pleasures of life, and bring no 
fruit to maturity.”

• To run after wealth and 
worldly things will take you 
away from God and attending 
church services. 

• You will not have time to 
read the scriptures or follow 

in the footsteps of your 
forefathers. Therefore you 
will receive no nourishment.
• Even though you may 
come to church in the body, 
your mind will be very far. 
Though you may listen to 
the words of the liturgy or 
the sermon with your ears, 
you will not listen with your 
heart. Instead your heart is 
with and in the world.
• To desire wealth will stop 
you from doing good works 
and charitable deeds. 
• Therefore, when you are 
concerned about the lusts 
of the world, you will choke 
the seed and you will not 
bring forth fruits.
• If your heart is pure, you 
will see Him and He will 
sow in you the good seed. 
• But this will only happen if 
you take the time and care 
to remove the weeds from 
your soul – these weeds 
are the bad habits and 

sins, which can be removed 
through prayer, confession, 
taking the Holy Communion, 
and so on.

“But others fell on good 
ground, sprang up, and yielded 
a crop a hundredfold"  … “But 
the ones that fell on the good 
ground are those who, having 
heard the word with a noble 
and good heart, keep it and 

bear fruit with patience.”

• The good ground represents 
those who do not run after 
the lusts of the world, and so, 
they are able to bear much 
spiritual fruit. The more you 
are in the world, the less you 
will yield in spiritual fruits.

• The good ground, which 
brings forth good fruit, 
is an honest and good 
heart, which happily 
receives God’s instruction 
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and commandments. 

• It is an upright heart, a 
tender heart, and a heart 
that fears God, and having 
heard the word, understands 
it (as is written in Matthew’s 
parable), and receives it 
(as is written in Mark’s 
parable), and keeps it (as is 
written in Luke’s parable). 

• If the word is kept in good 
soil, then with patience, 
it will bear fruit. Patience 
is a very important 
virtue in our spiritual life. 

• Work hard to always look 
after your soil. Throw out the 
rocks and up-root the thorns. 
Do not have a hard heart or 
else the Word of God will 
have no effect in your life.  

• You must have depth so that 
the root of divine love can 
find depth to enter and grow.  

• Do not choke the good seed 
by giving attention to the 
cares and lusts of the world. 

By being good soil, the Lord will 

use us to continue His job of 
sowing in the world – in the same 
way that He used His disciples. 
We can consider this example 
in the form of an agriculture 
calendar. In agriculture, there 
are 3 seasons which correspond 
to 3 steps in our spiritual life:

1. the sowing: the Lord 
sows His seed in us. We must 
accept it with love, and share 

this seed by sowing the seed to 
others through preaching and 

being a good example.

2. the ploughing: 
ploughing is done to care and 
nourish the seed, and we can 

do this through prayer and 
the sacraments and spiritual 

exercises.

3. the harvesting: 
when we accept the word of 

God and be strong in faith and 
in spiritual exercises, we will 

bear fruits, and these fruits will 
help us, through God’s grace 
and help, to continue sowing 
the seeds of faith to others.

It is a continuous cycle in which 

the good ground can work to 
sow the seeds of divine love, to 
those on the wayside, on rocky 
ground, and even among thorns.

But why did He also sow His 
seed on the hard path and on 
rocky ground and on thorns? 

Generally, a sower would not 
do this because they know it 
would be useless. But when 

our beloved Lord “went out 
to sow” He went out with a 

vision and a plan…
He sowed on the wayside in the 
hope that one day, this path will 
no longer be trampled on or lie 
open to all those passing by, but 
might change and become a 
fertile field…

• He sowed on the rocky 
ground in the hope that one 
day it might become a rich 
land…

•  
He sowed among thorns in 
the hope that one day this 
plant will lose its thorns and 
the seed will find security…

•  
The Lord did all this because 

He knew that it was possible. 
And our church history is full 
of wonderful examples of 
people who were like thorns 
such as St Augustine, and 
who were like rocky ground 
like St Paul the apostle, and 
who were like the wayside, 
like the hermits St Pelagia 
and St Mary the Egyptian.

•  
Because our beloved Lord 
has sown His seed to all 
people everywhere, we are 
without excuse on the last 
day.

•  
The Lord spoke this parable 
in front of His disciples to 
make them aware that, even 
though they have a mission 
of preaching to the people 
about the word of God, it is in 
fact God Himself who sows 
the seed into a welcoming 
heart.

Glory be to God.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affiliated Regions

When thousands came to 
see Jesus in the Flesh, He 
took notice of one woman. 
Not because of any grand 
entrances, but through the 
greatness of her faith. The 
woman who had a flow of 
blood for twelve years touched 
His garments and believed she 
would be healed. At this touch, 
He says, “somebody touched 
Me, for I perceived power going 
out from Me.”

There is power in prayer, every 
time we come before the 
throne of grace. The woman’s 
response is the same response 
we should have toward prayer, 
for in her response lies the 
humility of prayers heard.

“Now when the woman saw 
that she was not hidden, she 
came trembling; and falling 
down before Him, she declared 
to Him in the presence of all 
the people the reason she had 
touched Him and how she 
was healed immediately”(Matt 
8:47).

The revelation of true prayer

There can sometimes be an 
overemphasis of our true 
human states – “I am dirt.” This 
was never meant to demoralise. 
It is truth, and it is a truth that 
switches our sense of security 
from our imperfect self to the 
perfect Creator of the universe.

If we stand in front of anything 
great, what reaction do 
you expect? If we compare 
ourselves to the size of the earth, 
to the size of the galaxy, to the 
size of universe, the realisation 
that follows is how small we 
really are in comparison. The 
earth becomes likes a drop 
in the ocean. There is no 
comparison. The reality of 
our lives is that despite how 
small we are compared to our 
Creator, it is His love that makes 
us aware of His presence and 
our shortcomings at the same 
time.

In prayer, we don’t start with 

our sinfulness, we start with 
who God is, followed by 
our weaknesses. If you are 
standing in a dark room and 
you stumble, the first thing 
you do is turn on the light to 
prevent yourself from falling 
again. When the lights are 
on, you see that damage you 
caused and how to avoid it. It 
is a common misconception 
that we should come to God 
when we are good, when we 
have overcome sin. God is the 
light of our lives. Through Him, 
we overcome our sins. Our sins 
are not revealed on their own. 
God is first revealed, followed 
by our sins so that we are 
supported and guided toward 
life with Him. When God’s glory 
was revealed to Isaiah, his first 
reaction was, “I am a man of 
unclean lips.” This isn’t even 
necessarily the result of a sin 
he committed, it was simply 
the realisation of the Almighty.

Practically speaking, there are 
three measures to the efficacy 
of true prayer;

A sense of security and reliance 
on God
Recognition of my sins
The way I perceive and deal 
with my neighbours

The true question we need to 
be asking ourselves to achieve 
these, is when I fall, how do I 
react?
If you have thoughts of 
disappointments – “I don’t 
do this anymore, I’m better 
than that. I can’t believe I’ve 
fallen again.” This is reliance 
on self. The biggest danger 
is the nagging voice that says 
you can make yourself better 
independent of God. “You’re 
better than that.” When those 
self-reliant thoughts are 
exhausted, turn to God.

The old Adam hides, blames 
others and ‘clothes’ himself 
in an attempt to cover up 
his insecurities. God is like a 
parachute that we hope we 
don’t need to use. We don’t 
want to pull the parachute to 
keep us alive. God is a nice 

True Prayer
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LONG TITLE 

An Act to constitute the Coptic Orthodox Church (NSW) Property Trust and to 
specify its functions, and to provide for the vesting of certain property in the Trust. 

PART 1–PRELIMINARY 

1 Name of Act 

This Act may be cited as the Coptic Orthodox Church (NSW) Property Trust Act 
1990. 

2 Commencement 

This Act commences on a day or days to be appointed by proclamation. 

3 Definitions 

(1) In this Act:

"appointed day" means the day on which section 4 commences. 

"Bishop" means the Bishop of the Church or, if the Bishop of the Church is 
unable to perform the functions of office, or there is a vacancy in the See, the 
person appointed by the Pope for the time being entitled to perform the functions 
of the office of Bishop. 

"Church" means the Coptic Orthodox Churches, Diocese of Sydney and 
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Affiliated Regions, a part of the Coptic Orthodox Church of Egypt, a hierarchical 
Christian body whose leader, overseer and shepherd is the Pope of Alexandria 
and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark, and includes any Church entity. 

"Church entity" means a body, corporate or unincorporate, established by the 
Church after the appointed day which: 

(a) has objectives not inconsistent with those of the Church as set out in
the constitution, and

(b) is certified in writing by the corporate trustees to be a Church entity
for the purposes of this Act.

"constitution" means the constitution of the Church approved on 8 October 
2002 by His Holiness Shenouda III, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See 
of St. Mark, as amended from time to time, or any document for the time being 
approved by the Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark to 
replace that constitution. 

"conveyance" includes transfer, assignment and assurance. 

"corporate trustees" and "corporate body of trustees" includes corporate 
bodies of trustees now or hereafter to be constituted for the Church under this 
Act. 

"Pope" means the leader, overseer and shepherd of the Church being the Pope 
of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark. 

"Trust" means the Coptic Orthodox Church (NSW) Property Trust constituted by 
this Act. 

"trust property" means property vested in or acquired by the Trust. 

(2) In this Act:
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(a) a reference to a function includes a reference to a power, authority
and duty, and

(b) a reference to the exercise of a function includes, where the function
is a duty, a reference to the performance of the duty.

PART 2–CONSTITUTION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE TRUST 

4  Constitution of the Trust 

(1) There is constituted by this Act a corporation under the corporate name of
the Coptic Orthodox Church (NSW) Property Trust.

(2) The members of the corporate body of trustees for the Trust shall not be
less than 7 members and shall be constituted as follows:

(a) 1 member shall be the Bishop; and

(b) The other 6 members shall be members of the Church whose
nomination has been approved in writing by the Pope.

(3) The Bishop must cause a notice to be published in the Government
Gazette appointing a day as the day on which the members of the
corporate body of trustees are appointed.

(4) The notice must include the names of the members of the corporate body
of trustees of the Trust.

(5) Upon a change in the membership of the corporate body of trustees, the
Bishop must cause a notice to be published in the Government Gazette of
the names of the appointed members of the corporate body of trustees.
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(6) On the appointed day all properties and rights vested in or held by the
Bishop on trust for the Church or for the purposes of the Church shall vest
in the Trust.

5 Functions of the Trust 

(1) The functions of the Trust are:

(a) to purchase, exchange, take on lease, hold, dispose of and otherwise
deal with property as trustee for, or for the purposes of, the Church,
and

(b) to acquire property by gift or by devise or bequest and to agree to
and carry out the conditions of the gift, devise or bequest, and

(c) to borrow money for the purposes of the Church, and

(d) to mortgage, charge or otherwise encumber trust property, and

(e) to do and suffer all other things that bodies corporate may, by law, do
and suffer and that are necessary for or incidental to the exercise of
its functions under this Act.

(2) This section does not limit section 50 of the Interpretation Act 1987.

5A  Variation by Pope of Members of the Corporate Body of Trustees 

(1) It shall be lawful for the Pope, by written decree, to vary the members of
the corporate body of trustees and to appoint or remove a person to the
position of members of the corporate body of trustees.
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5B  Vacation of Office 

(1) If the office of Bishop is vacant, or, if the Bishop of the Church is unable to
perform the functions of office, the Pope may appoint a person to perform
the functions of the office of Bishop.

(2) If a person is so appointed, a reference to the Bishop in this Act is a
reference to the appointed person, until such time as the Pope may
determine.

(3) The office of a member of the corporate body of trustees becomes vacant
if the member—

(a) dies; or

(b) resigns his or her office by notice in writing to the Trust; or

(c) becomes insolvent; or

(d) becomes a represented person within the meaning of the
Guardianship Act 1987; or

(e) is removed by the Pope.

PART 3–ACQUISITION AND VESTING OF CERTAIN TRUST 
PROPERTY 

6 Vesting of certain trust property on the appointed day 
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(1) Any property that, immediately before the appointed day, was vested in
any other person in trust for the Church, is, on that day, divested from that
other person and is, to the extent that it was so vested, vested (without
conveyance) in the Trust.

(2) The vesting of the property in the Trust does not affect:

(a) any reservation, mortgage, charge, encumbrance, lien or lease that
affected the property, or

(b) any trust on which the property was held,

immediately before the vesting of the property. 

(3) No attornment to the Trust by any lessee of land vested in it by this section
is necessary.

(4) An instrument executed only for:

(a) the purpose of giving effect to this section, or

(b) a purpose ancillary to, or consequential on, the operation of this
section,

is exempt from stamp duty. 

7 Vesting of certain trust property after the appointed day 

To the extent to which, by an instrument (including a will) that takes effect on or 
after the appointed day, any property: 

(a) is given to the Church or to a person (other than the Trust) for the benefit
of the Church, or
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(b) is payable to, or receivable by, the Church or any person (other than the
Trust) on behalf of the Church, or

(c) is recoverable by the Church or by any person (other than the Trust) for
the Church,

a reference in the instrument to the Church, or to that person, is to be taken to be 
a reference to the Trust. 

PART 4–PARTICULAR POWERS OF THE TRUST 

8 Trust may hold property jointly 

The Trust may hold or acquire property either alone or jointly as a joint tenant or 
tenant-in-common. 

9 Investment 

(1) The Trust may invest or lend any funds held by it in accordance with the
terms of any trust to which the funds are subject.

(2) The Trust may also invest or lend any such funds in accordance with the
Trustee Act 1925 unless the investment or loan is expressly forbidden by
the instrument (if any) creating the trust to which the funds are subject.

10  Blending of trust funds 
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(1) The Trust may invest trust funds held by it for different purposes or
activities, or any part of those funds, as one fund ("the fund").

(2) Any income arising from the investment of the fund may be distributed
rateably for the benefit of carrying out the several purposes or activities for
which the money invested is held on trust.

(3) Any loss arising from the investment of the fund is to be distributed
rateably to the detriment of carrying out the several purposes or activities
for which the money invested is held on trust.

(4) The Trust may make advances out of funds referred to in this section for
any purpose of or relating to the Church.

(5) Any sum so advanced is to be taken to be an investment of the money and
bears interest at a rate fixed by the Trust.

(6) The sum advanced, and any interest on that sum, is to be taken to be a
charge on the assets held by the Trust for the purpose for which the
advance is made.

11  Co-operative use of property 

(1) In this section, "scheme of co-operation" means a scheme entered into
by the Trust:

(a) with or involving a church of another denomination or any
congregation or activity of such a church, and

(b) concerning the use of trust property.

Coptic Orthodox Church (NSW) 
Property Trust Act 1990 

His Holiness Pope Tawadros II 
Pope of Alexandria & the Patriarch of 

the See of St Mark 
Date: 

His Eminence Metropolitan Tadros 
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 
of Port Said, & Papal Representative 
for the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of 
Sydney & its Affiliated Regions 

His Grace Bishop Daniel 
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of Sydney & its Affiliated Regions 

Very Reverend Father Matthew Attia 
Vicar General of the Coptic Orthodox 
Diocese of Sydney & its Affiliated 

Regions   

Dr Medhat Guirgis   
Trustee of the Coptic Orthodox 
Diocese of Sydney & its Affiliated 

Regions 

Mr Naguib Kaldas 
Trustee of the Coptic Orthodox 
Diocese of Sydney & its Affiliated 

Regions 

Page 12 of  20 

(2) The Trust may permit trust property to be used, managed and
administered for the purposes of a scheme of co-operation on such terms
and conditions as the Trust determines.

(3) Any proceeds obtained by the Trust from a scheme of co-operation are to
be applied in the manner determined by the Trust.

(4) Conditions that the Trust may determine under this section include:

(a) conditions with respect to the making of monetary contributions for
the acquisition, construction, alteration, maintenance or repair of
property vested in or held on behalf of a co-operating church or
congregation, and

(b) the giving or taking of a security or charge over any property.

(5) Trust property may be used pursuant to a scheme of co-operation except
to the extent that the property is subject to an express trust expressly
forbidding its use in that manner.

(6) Trust property merely directed to be held on trust for the worship or
purposes of the Church is not to be taken to be property that is subject to
an express trust expressly forbidding its use pursuant to a scheme of co-
operation.

12  Variation of trusts 

(1) The Trust may declare that, in its opinion, it has become impossible or
inexpedient to carry out or observe the terms of a trust of property vested
in it, whether as to its purpose or any other of its terms.

(2) The Trust may by the same or a later declaration declare that the property
is subject to another trust and if so:
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(a) the replaced trust ceases and determines, and

(b) the property is to be held subject to the other trust.

(3) In making such a declaration the Trust must ensure that the property is to
be dealt with as nearly as may be possible for the purposes for which the
property was held immediately before the declaration.

(4) The Trust may declare that, in its opinion, it is impossible or inexpedient to
deal with the property in accordance with subsection (3) because of
circumstances arising after the creation of the replaced trust.

(5) On making a declaration under subsection (4), the Trust may hold, dispose
of or otherwise deal with and apply the property for such purposes for the
use and benefit of the Church as the Trust declares.

13  Trust may act as executor, administrator or trustee 

(1) The Trust may:

(a) apply for and obtain, or join in applying for and obtaining, probate of
the will, or letters of administration of the estate, of a deceased
person if the Church has a beneficial interest, vested or contingent, in
the estate of that person, or

(b) accept appointment, and act, as trustee or co-trustee under and in
pursuance of any trust if the trust property is not vested in the Trust
by, or pursuant to, this Act, and the trust was created wholly or partly
for the benefit of the Church,

and may do all things necessary for the exercise of its functions as 
executor, administrator or trustee, as the case may be. 
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(2) On behalf of the Trust, a person employed by the Trust may, if authorised
in writing by the Trust for the purpose, swear an affidavit, make a
declaration or statement, give security and do any other act or thing that is,
by any charter, Act or rule of court, required to be done by a person
applying for or granted probate or letters of administration, or
administering a trust, as the case may be.

(3) The Trust may:

(a) renounce executorship, or

(b) decline to act as administrator of an estate, or

(c) retire, or decline to act, as trustee of property (not being property
vested in it by or pursuant to Part 3).

(4) Any commission or other remuneration earned by the Trust as an
executor, administrator or trustee appointed under the authority of this
section belongs to the Trust and is to be used and applied by it for or
towards any object or purpose specified or approved by the Trust.

14  Claims for compensation on compulsory acquisition etc 

In relation to the exchange, dedication or compulsory acquisition of any 
trust property, the Trust may, subject to the constitution: 

(a) act on behalf of the Church and make claims for compensation, and

(b) agree to and settle any such claims for such amount, and on such
terms and conditions, as it thinks fit.
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CONSTITUTION STRUCTURE FLOWCHART 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
The Parish Council is elected by the 
congregation at the Parish Annual 

General Meeting 

DIOCESAN GENERAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
The Diocesan General Advisory Council consists of: 
 The Bishop or Papal Representative (Chair) 
 President, Secretary & Treasurer from each Parish 
 The General Superintendent of Sunday School & Parish 

Sunday School Superintendents 
 One (1) Member from each Church Entity 
 Any other member(s) as appointed by the Corporate 

Trustees or the Pope 

DIOCESAN FINANCIAL ADVISORY BOARD 
The Diocesan Financial Advisory Board consists 
of: 
 Seven (7) Treasurers as elected by the 

Treasurers of the Parishes and Church Entities 
at annual meeting of the Diocesan General 
Advisory Council 

 any other member(s) as appointed by the 
Corporate Trustees or the Pope 

The Diocesan Financial Advisory Board shall 
elect from their numbers the Chairperson and 
Secretary.  

The Chairperson shall be the General-Treasurer 
of the Diocese 

The Term of the Board shall be four (4) Years 

THE TRUSTEES OF THE COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH (NSW) PROPERTY TRUST 
The Board of Trustees shall consist of seven (7) Members: 
 One (1) member being the Bishop or Papal Representative. 
 One (1) member shall be the Chairperson of the Diocesan Financial Advisory Board 
 Five (5) lay members approved by the Pope or any member(s) appointed by the Pope 

The five (5) lay members of the corporate body of trustees shall be elected by a Review 
Committee comprising of seven (7) of the most senior hegumen clergy in the Diocese (to be 
determined by years of ordination). 

The Review Committee shall present to the Pope the names of elected individuals and their 
qualifications. 

The Corporate Trustees shall by secret ballot elect the General-Secretary of the Diocese 

The Term of the Board shall be four (4) Years 
 

DIOCESAN GENERAL ADVISORY BOARD 
The Diocesan Advisory Board consists of: 
 The Bishop or Papal Representative (Chair) 
 General-Secretary of the Corporate Trustees 
 General-Treasurer (Chairperson of Diocesan 

Financial Advisory Board 
 The General Superintendent of Sunday 

School 
 Three (3) Priests elected at AGM of Priests 
 Twelve (12) lay members elected at the 

AGM of the Diocesan General Advisory 
Council 

 One (1) lay member from each Church Entity 
 Any other member(s) as appointed by the 

Corporate Trustees or the Pope 

The Term of the Board shall be four (4) Years 
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www.exodusyouthworx.org.au @exodusyouthworx

Exodus Youth WorxExodus Youth Worx
Powered by Young People

We have Programs and Services that 
are all free to the our community 
including:
Free Counselling 
Case Management
Youth Services 
Outreach 
Mentoring and Internship
Employment Readiness 
Drug and Alcohol Counselling
Community Development
Tutoring 
Crisis Intervention 
Crisis Accommodation 
Seniors Support and Advocacy
Support for victims of  Domestic Violence 
Support Groups

Exodus Youth Worx was created 18 years 
ago to serve the Coptic Community 
alongside the Church, providing much 
needed, complimentary and essential 
support and services. 
 
Your participation is vital to keeping our 
doors open. We need you! 

When you need us, for yourself, your 
family member or a friend, we want to be 
able to be here for you. This is a growing 
service that plays a valuable role in our 
Community and we want you to be part 
of  that. 

  
  EYW is endorsed and supported 
by C.O.P.T.S Inc Inc.

You can donate through our website 
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or via Direct Deposit
BSB 112-879
ACC 465556041
All donations over $2 are Tax Deductible

Exodus Youth Worx
2/440 West Botany St, 

Rockdale, 2216
9597 4330 or 0468 329 206

info@exodusyouthworx.org.au
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Coptic School Grant - St. Wanas Foundation
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD

… to give you a future and a hope” ~ Jeremiah 29:11

St Wanas Charity is a foundation, under the supervision of St Mark Church, Sydney, whose mission is to serve the community by 
off ering others a future and hope. We have set out to achieve this goal by providing support across three areas;
1. Orphans and kids Hospital: providing life-saving incubators for infants born in critical condition. We serve needy areas in Cairo, 
Upper Egypt, and Africa.
2. Women 4 Women: sponsoring women in areas of poverty to provide the skills needed to generate an income and better serve 
their children.
3. Coptic Schools: supporting 
projects that will support the school’s 
educational aspirations and benefi t 
students within a Christian environment.
In celebration of the 1st Year Anniversary 
of the St Wanas Foundation we are 
off ering a grant to one of the Coptic 
Schools, in an amount between $25,000 
to $30,000.  We understand that the 
needs of each Coptic school are unique 
and, as such, the project can be aimed at 
improving facilities, providing educational 
materials or programs.
Applications for this grant should include;
1. Description of Project:  the need, 
objectives and scope (250 words).
2. How will the funds be used? eg. 
is it part of a larger program of work (250 
words).
3. How is the project expected to 
serve both the short-term and long-term 
needs of the students? (250 words).
The successful applicant is expected to 
publish the acceptance of the grant in all 
their marketing and social media. Upon 
completion, a report has to be sent to 
the committee with the relevant photos/
videos and published in the social media.
Eligibility for this grant is only for the 
Coptic Schools (St. Mary, St. Mark and 
St. Bishoy). In order to be considered, 
applications must be submitted by 20-
NOV-2019 to the charity committee 
(frjonathan3@gmail.com). The outcome 
will be announced on 25th November 
2019.
If you have any queries, please call the 
committee on 0400-319-175.
God Bless
Jonathan 
Fr. Jonathan Ishak
St. Wanas Kids Charity

Check news about St Wanas Kids Charity (SWKC) at St Mark web site.            Fr Jonathan 0400 319 175

“For of such is the   
  kingdom of God” 
       Luke 18:16

Help kids in need...

Kids Clinic in KewesnaOrphanage in Kenya

How to Donate?
+ Transfer to bank account: 082184 574249737 
 “COPTS Charity’, Ref: St Wanas.
+ St Mark church: Committee room or any church father.

Incubators forSt Abusefin Church El Hagana

Coptic Orthdox Schools

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) 
“1 Peter 2:15” 

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & 

Liaison Officer), and Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61

 
“A good man deals graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs 

with discretion” (Psalm 112:5) 
 

Under the auspice of the Australian and the Sudanese dioceses, 
we are sending a container to Khartoum – The Sudan. The 

Foundation is pleading to every person to donate generously to 
cover 

the following: - 

i) Purchase of Container. 
ii) Removal & freight expenses to Port Sudan. 
iii) Cost of purchase completely off grid Solar. 

iv) Cost of Custom Clearance at Port Sudan. 
v) Haulage cost from Port Sudan to Khartoum. 

 
Your cheerful donation can be forwarded to our bank account 

with details as follows: - 

 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S 

BSB: -   112-879 

A’cc: -   493911231 

Financial Institution: - St. George Bank 

Account Name: - St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
 

“He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord; and He will pay back 
what He has given.” (Proverb 19:17) 
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

 

CITY LUNCHTIME          
BIBLE STUDY  
                                  
EVERY THURSDAY 
1PM                    
LIVERPOOL ST 
SYDNEY 
 

Location: 
____ 

The Polding Centre 
____ 

Level 5 
____ 

133 Liverpool St 
____ 

Sydney  

MORE INFO 

Contact: 

0416 070 242 

0404 414 923 
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“Let thy priests be clothed with righteousness; 
and let thy saints shout for joy.” Psalm 132:9

Fr Salib Salib, Full Deacons, Deacons, The Church Committee, Youth 
Service, Sunday School, Ladies Committee and Congregation of 
St George and Prince Theodore church in Liverpool wish their 
beloved Fr Anthony Morgan a happy, joyful and blessed 6th priestly 
anniversary!! May God grants him many years to come serving his 
fl ocks. Through the prayers of H.H. Pope Tawadros ll and his Partner 
in the Apostolic ministry our beloved father H.G. Bishop Daniel

THe HerMIT WHO BeCaMe a BISHOP.
There’s a monastic story that left 
an impact on me and comes to 
mind a lot. The story goes like 
this:
There was a monk who entered 
anchoritic life – that is, he became 
a solitary. In this mode of life, he 
gave himself up to the sweet love 
of God, and felt many comforts 
that came from heaven. He felt 
the active presence of God, he 
felt joy in his prayers, and the 
supernatural was ever-present 
with him. There were physical 
and spiritual signs of God’s love 
at all times.
It happened, however, that the 
people wanted him to be their 
bishop. With some pressure 
and coaxing, the hermit relented 
and accepted to be enthroned 
as a bishop. Soon after his 
acceptance, however, the 
graces he used to receive in 
his cell were gone. Confused 
and saddened, he prayed to his 
God and asked Him if He had 
taken away these graces as 
punishment for leaving monastic 
life for the episcopate.
The response of God, however, 
was not what was expected. 
The Lord answered him and 
told him that certainly what was 
happening was not a punishment. 
Rather, the Lord told him, “When 
you were a hermit, you had none 
but me, and it was necessary 
that you receive these graces. 
Now, however, you are a bishop 
and you have the people and the 
people have you. When you are 
sad, you comfort one another, 
when there is joy, you rejoice 
with one another. In all things 
you have one another!”
The message in a sentence: we 
are Christ to one another.
This message is consistent with 
the message of our Lord, when 

He told the story of separating 
the sheep from the goats. The 
defi ning diff erence was that one 
group fed the hungry, visited 
the imprisoned, clothed the 
naked, and had compassion 
on others – the other group 
did not. Both asked the Lord 
when they had ever attended 
to Him or abandoned Him, and 
He answered that in doing it 
to others, they had done it to 
Christ.
Why this story?
It appears lately that we have 
started to take that precious 
currency of time, and decided 
it should be given only to 
ourselves. We obsess over our 
own problems, our own desires, 
our own fantasies, our own griefs 
and joys, and have forgotten our 
calling of love. How much has 
this self-love, however, resulted 
in greater joy or satisfaction? 
Are we any more fulfi lled for it? 
More importantly, how many of 
us have stopped before to think 
about how unique this “love” 
thing really is?
Look at our movies and TV shows, 
the scenes that bring everyone 
to tears are the scenes where 
someone defends someone that 
nobody else would defend, hugs 
someone who feels ashamed 
for something, sacrifi ces oneself 
for family, friends or country – 
clearly we are moved by such 
sacrifi cial things, but do we 
ever give it outwardly to others? 
Do we actually care to give to 
others, or do we prefer to only 
watch it in movies or read it in 
self-help books?
Here’s a challenge. Take a look 
around you at your immediate 
environment and think about 
people you know, see or 
encounter, and make a point for 

at least the advent season, to 
show love.
Here are some examples:
– If you’re in a fi ght with a 
spouse, reconcile, even if you 
think you’re correct
– If you are struggling with your 
parents or your children, fi nd 
what is beautiful and wonderful 
in them and compliment them 
directly for those gifts
– If there’s a coworker you 
know is sad about something 
or struggling with something, 
encourage that person to speak 
and release what he/she needs 
to speak about
– If your atmosphere is poisoned, 
bring joy and laughter to it
– If you see a homeless person 
on the corner, go out of your 
way to make sure you give 
something, without wasting time 
judging them or blaming them 
for their present predicament
– If someone asks you for 
something, give it to him
– If someone has recently had 
a loss, comfort as appropriate 
and try and help in a manner 
acceptable to that person
– If you have the means (and be 
honest about it), go volunteer in 
a homeless shelter or with youth
– Take kids from your church and 
do something with them – play 
sports, go for walks, tell stories, 
but give them a good time out 
of your own time, not the spare 
time
– Smile at everyone you see, a 
smile from the heart
There are countless verses 
about how we ought to show 
hospitality to one another, forgive 
one another, love one another, 
serve one another, comfort one 
another, but it’s one thing to list 
and another thing to act.
There’s a song we sang as 

children, and it said, “Love is 
something if you give it away…you 
end up having more”. Showing 
love to others is one of the most 
therapeutic methods for dealing 
with our own problems and 
pains. In becoming community, 
we become the real body of 
Christ. If we live alone with our 
issues, we will only feel isolation. 
In our isolation, emotions and 
problems are strongly amplifi ed. 
Alone, there is fear, together 
there is confi dence. Alone there 
is misery, together there is 
laughter. Alone there is despair, 
together there is hope. Our 
calling to Christianity is not a 
solo eff ort, our salvation is in the 
whole not just in the single. Our 
Lord said that it is better to give 
than to receive, and if we spend 
our eff ort giving, we will fi nd that 
we are receiving the increase. In 
fact, in this sacrifi cial love we may 
fi nd ourselves saved, because 
“love covers a multitude of sins” 
(1 Peter 4:8)
There are so many things that 
can be said, but the idea is to 
step outside yourself for a while 
and learn to become Christ to 
the world around you, learn to be 
a living love, because we are the 
children and heirs of God. Every 
creation takes on the nature and 
genetics of the thing that made 
it. We are the off spring and heirs 
of God. If He by nature is love, 
then we, too, are meant to be 
that. As our Lord said, “By this 
all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.”
(John 13:35)
Find more of Fr Anthony 
Paul’s articles at 
www.freedominchristianity.com

Fr Antony Paul
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St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College, Wattle Grove 

Finance Officer 
Duties will include:  

• Collate and match purchase order forms and corresponding invoices  
• Front of office collections/receipts from fees/activities etc 
• Payment of creditors  
• Process computerised cheque payments in a correct and timely manner  
• Maintain appropriate filing of all accounts payable documentation 
• Record, issue and maintain all debtor accounts with the college for areas 

such as school fees, Levies, Event involvement. 
• Paying, recording and reconciling Petty Cash System 
• Provide general support to college retail/trading areas  
• Assist the Financial Manager with fee enquiries from parents and with 

the required periodical reconciliation  

Skills and Knowledge Required  

• Experiences of MYOB (essential), Knowledge of Microsoft Word and 
Excel 

• The ability to readily acquire knowledge and understanding of College 
specific functions, policies and procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills, being able to 
positively interact with all members of the College Community and 
external individuals / agents who work with the College. English fluency 
with well–developed verbal skills is mandatory, with fluency in Arabic 
advantageous. 

• Well-developed Customer Relations skills particularly regarding face-to-
face approaches, telephone discussions, report/ing and letter writing. 

• An ability to develop and nurture cooperation and assistance with the 
College’s teaching and non–teaching staff in order to achieve well 
defined objectives for the financial management of the school. 

• Applicants must be practicing Christians.  
 
Applications to    
                           
headofcollege@stmarks.nsw.edu.au 
 
or                    St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College  
    P O Box 747, Moorebank 1875  
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