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MeSSage For the neW year 2021
for example:
The time impacts on the new
thing, I mean the time will have
impact on the new year 2021.
The new year will not remain new
for ever, each day that passes,
shortens the year and becomes
older, and consequently life of
mankind gets shorter. We have
to utilize the moment, the minute
and the day for our benefit and
our spiritual and social growth,
following the words of St Paul,
To my beloved Reverend the apostle: “Redeeming the
Fathers, the priests of the time, because the days are
Diocese of Sydney and stewards evil." Ephesians 5:16
of the secrets of Our Holy God,
the beloved deacons, servants
of the Our God altars and to our Do not waste your time, oh
loving congregation, who are man, but redeem your time with
our message in Jesus Christ, wisdom, offer a daily repentance
and acquire virtues that will be
Our Lord.
Peace, grace and mercy from saved for you in heaven.
God, Lover of mankind, the There is a mutual impact
Begotten son, our Saviour and between man and the new
Redeemer and the Holy Spirit, thing. I mean, man will also
have impact on the New Year
our guide and teacher.
From the depth of my heart, I 2021, positively or negatively.
would like to congratulate you Positively, when a person
on the beginning of the New preserves the image of God
Year 2021. The New Year means, on which mankind was created
days, or perhaps months or on from the perspective of
even one year to come which wisdom and the ability to do
adds up to our age, God willing. good and through love: love
It also means that there will be of God, love of the other, love
something new in our days that of the community, love of the
God will permit to add to our life. homeland and love of the whole
We should kneel to Our Lord, world. The wisest person on
offering our thanks to His Infinite earth, Solomon the wise said:
Greatness, to his endless, love "For the upright will dwell in the
which allowed us to see and live land, And the blameless will
a new year. The life of man is in remain in it." Proverbs 2:21.
the hands of God, as Solomon, Negatively, when man becomes
the Wise said: “For everything evil when he endeavours to do
there is a season, A time for what destroys his brother, by
every purpose under heaven. A erupting wars, or when man
time to be born and a time to wears an image other than the
die”. Ecclesiastes:3: 1-2, asking one created by God, when: he
Jesus Christ, Our Holy God uses his powers with ignorance
to grant us grace, assistance to do evil; hates God and deny
and blessings to endeavour to God’s existence; hates his
implement what is new in our brother, his community; his
country and hates the whole
spiritual and social life.
Already existing but seen, world. Solomon the wise said: "
experienced or acquired recently But the wicked will be [a]cut off
from the [b]earth,
or now for the first time
And the unfaithful will be
The meaning of New is:
A new thing is something uprooted from it." Proverbs 2:22,
actually existing, and the person My beloved, make sure you
now and for the first time sees, are righteous and you do good
experience and acquire this all your life, righteousness is
the only means to inherit the
already existing new thing.
We want to share this new kingdom of God.
already existing thing but we There is a mutual impact between
want now and for the first time nature and the new thing, I mean
to see, experience and acquire it nature will have impact on the
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New Year 2021, positively or
negatively.
Positively, when
the nature regulates its gifts,
which God have created to give,
such as giving the warmth we
need, the rains, the fruits for the
seeds which man cultivates on
earth. Nature is connected to
the behavior of man who dwells
in the land. If man obeys the
commandments of God, God
will empower nature to give what
is required of it.
Moses, the
prophet said: “…if you fully obey
the LORD your God and carefully
follow all His commandments
which I command you today,
the LORD your God will set you
high above all the nations on
earth. He will bless you in the
land which the LORD your God
is giving you.” Deuteronomy
28:1, 8. Negatively, is nature’s
revolt when man behaves and
acts negatively, for example
when man denies the existence
of God and consequently does
not follow His commands.
Nature revolts in the form of

fire, as described on SBS,
Arabic/Sydney: “eight thousand
soldiers from the Australian
Army were deployed to fight
fires in the country”, we see
the opposite, ﬂoods, volcanos,
earthquakes, pandemics such
as COVID which perplexed
the world as was mentioned
in the same broadcast above:
“thirteen thousand soldiers from
the Australian army worked to
fight COVID 19.
Therefore, I urge you to fear God
in the new year and obey his
commandments.
I wish you a blessed New Year,
redeeming our time wisely and
working in positive partnership
with nature throughout the
coming year so that man enjoys
peace, prosperity and safety.
Stay Safe and pray for me in all
your prayers.

Bishop Daniel

Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese
of Sydney & Aﬃliated Regions
editor@elmanara.org.au
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St Paul’s Mission Christmas Party
gives hope amidst COVID-19!
By Andrew Hanna

“Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”
Matthew 25:40

Without a doubt this year has
been a year like no other! The
COVID-19 pandemic has not
only had a devastating impact
on the mortality and health
of millions of people around
the world but has also had a
disastrous impact on peoples
financial and social wellbeing.
In Australia, it is anticipated that
homelessness may rise due to
the impacts of this pandemic.
As such, there is an even greater
need to help our less fortunate
brothers and sisters.
Thanks to the Grace of God, for
20 years now, St Paul’s Mission
has been serving our less
fortunate brothers and sisters
on a weekly basis. In fact, every
Wednesday night St Paul’s
Mission serves the homeless
across different locations in
Sydney’s CBD: Wynyard Park,
Woolloomooloo, Martin Place,
and Ward Park. On Wednesday
the 16th of December 2020,
however, St Paul’s Mission did
not go and serve in the CBD, but

rather it brought our brothers
and Sisters in Christ to St Pope
Kyrillos VI and St Habib Girgis
Church Monterey to serve them
there. The event truly brings out
the best in both the volunteers
and our beloved guests as we
are all made to feel that we are
one big family celebrating this
wonderful occasion together
in the Love of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
While this year was particularly
challenging
hosting
the
Christmas party amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic, thanks
to the Grace of God the event
went forward due to the
unwavering commitment of
the wonderful volunteers and
the great enthusiasm of our
beloved guests. The evening
commenced as buses came in
filled with dozens of homeless
people from different areas of the
CBD being warmly welcomed by
an entourage of volunteers who
were ready to be their hosts for
this special night.
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Thank you to everyone who
While the Christmas party was helped!
more challenging to hold this
year, it still had plenty to offer our
We strongly encourage the
beloved guests, which included: youth of Sydney to attend St
•
An amazing banquet of Paul’s Mission, it is a wonderful
food, drinks, and dessert.
service touching the lives of
•
Background Christmas so many people. We meet at
Carols being played while the 7:30pm every Wednesday night
guests were enjoying the Dinner. at St Pope Kyrillos VI and St
•
A wonderful talk given by Habib Girgis Church, 119 Barton
Fr Yousef in the Church.
St Monterey.
•
A Question-and-Answer
session in the Church giving our Also, if you wish to donate to the
guests an opportunity to any service, the account details are
questions they like.
as follows:
•
A
nicely
prepared Account Name: ST PAULS
Christmas Hamper filled with a MISSION GROUP
handful of useful gifts to remind BSB: 062000
them of this wonderful event.
Account Number: 11335822
The homeless were very
appreciative of the talk given by
Father Yousef Fanous along with
all the efforts of the volunteers
who hosted the Christmas
Party - you all helped make this
Christmas Party a wonderful
and successful night especially
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic!

All donations $2 and above
are tax deductible. For a tax
deductible
receipt
contact
0421630714. Any donation you
make will help the service and
will go a long way! God Bless!
Merry Christmas!!
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St Mary & St Mina’s Coptic Orthodox College

“In Whom are hidden all the treasures of Wisdom and Knowledge” (Colossians 2:3)
2020 (1736-1737 in the year of
our Lord) has challenged all our
students, but in particular our Year
12 cohort, who faced additional
adversity in completing their final
year of secondary studies. Through
the Lord’s grace, He has remained
true to His word and granted
them, along with the college,
unprecedented results that were
otherwise impossible had it not
been for His intervention.
Just as Ruth was steadfast in her
belief, our students were fervent
in faith and thus received the full
reward from God:
“The Lord repay your work, and a
full reward be given you by the Lord
God of Israel, under whose wings
you have come for refuge.” Ruth
2:12
While small cohort numbers, the
last for many years, the students,
through the Lord’s abundant
mercy, managed to achieve
unprecedented success, placing St
Mary & St Mina’s Coptic Orthodox
College as one of the best schools
in the state. Notable statistics are
as follows:
Overall Standings
Across all courses in 2020, 26 Band
6’s (mark of 90% or above) were
awarded to students with a 19%
success rate. To add to this great
achievement, students received a
total of 55 Band 6’s and Band 5’s
(mark of 80% or above) resulting in
a school success rate of 39%. This
remarkable achievement ranks the
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college (which has just completed
its 22nd year of operation) amongst
the most aﬄuent and prestigious
schools in the state - some of
which are fully selective and have
been around for 100 or more years.
Mathematics 9th in the state
A notable mention must be given to
the Mathematics results. St Mary &
St Mina’s Coptic Orthodox College
attained 18 Band 6’s out of a
possible 26 entries. The combined
averages
of
Mathematics
Extension 1 and Extension 2 (the
most diﬃcult Mathematics course
offered) were 25% above the state
average. These remarkable results
placed the college’s Mathematics
Department in 9th place in the
state out of more than 800 schools.
When compared to other private
schools across New South Wales,
the college ranks as the 4th best
private school in the state for
Mathematics! We congratulate Mr
Mena Gorgy and his team for their
remarkable achievements.
100% of Advanced English
achieved > 80%
All students who studied English
Advanced and English Extension
received a mark of 80% or higher
for the course - with 50% of the
cohort receiving a Band 6, another
unprecedented result! The success
rate of the English Department
unoﬃcially ranks them as 13th in
New South Wales, when comparing
their results with other schools

in the state. Overall, the results
attained by the English Department
were 7% higher than the state
average. Through the guidance
of our merciful Lord, the English
Department has been transformed
under the leadership of Mrs Dena
Mikhail.
Top results for Physics and
Chemistry
We are also delighted to report that
students also received Band 6’s in
both Physics and Chemistry. Both
of these diﬃcult subjects had a
50% success rate, with students
achieving results of >80% in their
respective courses. In another
unprecedented result, the college
received more Band 5’s in 2020,
than ever before.
Overcoming the challenges of
COVID-19
Over the past 18 months, the good
Lord and our Patron Saints, The
Theotokos, St Mary, the Mother
of God and St Mina, have blessed
the college in abundance, by
sending the college the greatest
group of teachers that make for an
outstanding team of educators.
These achievements could not
be possible, if it were not for the
intelligent and devoted team of
teachers that worked tirelessly
throughout the year. They have
had to be resilient and creative to
prevent the COVID-19 pandemic
from affecting the Year 12 students.
This meant going above and

beyond to modify their teaching
and tasks to prepare students for
the final HSC examination.
This team of teachers were available
to students from 7am – 7pm each
day and some instances, well into
the early hours of the morning. In
making this immense sacrifice, they
were able to motivate students to
achieve well above their potential.
This could only be fostered by
forming positive relationships and
mindsets within all of our student
body.
We ask that the Lord and our
patron saints bless and reward all
our staff for their commitment and
service towards the students at
our college, as we look forward to
even greater success in the years
to come.
On behalf of our wonderful college
community, we congratulate all
our graduating students for 2020
and thank our staff and parents
for their continued support of our
college. We ask you to pray for
each and every one of us, as we
unite to serve the children of God,
shaping them to uphold our Coptic
traditions and become fine citizens
of this wonderful country, Australia.
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One
is understanding.” Proverbs 9:10
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St Bishoy Coptic Orthodox College
Year 12 Cohort

Mark-Anthony

Awadalla

Mathematics Extension 1
Mathematics Extension 2

Markos

Gibryal

2 unit English Advanced
2 unit Business Studies
2 unit Studies of Religion II

George

Hanna

2 unit Arabic Continuers

Gina

Shafik

2 unit Arabic Continuers

Matthew

Tadros

2 unit Business Studies

Marina

Guirguis

2 Unit design and Technology
2 unit Visual Arts
2 unit Community and Family Studies

Mary Margaret

Yassa

2 unit Design and Technology

Gina

Shafik

1 unit Studies of Religion I

Published by the Diocese of Sydney & its Aﬃliated Regions

Accelerant
Mark- Anthony
Awadalla
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ST MARK’S COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE
Congratulations Year 12 Class of 2020

Ranked 88th across NSW 
24/69 (34.78%) Yr 12 individual students achieved Band 6 results across all Courses
Awarded: 62 x Band 6 = 18.08% of Cohort

Congratulations to all 69 HSC 2020 students and to all students that achieved their personal best and these outstanding results, regardless of the challenges
faced throughout this CovidͲrelated year.

Congratulations to our 3 x ALL ROUNDERS, 2020 

Peter BADROS


Anthony NAKHIL


Marcus BOCTOR

NSW All Rounder
Chemistry, English Adv, Physics

NSW All Rounder
Chemistry, English Adv, Physics

NSW All Rounder
Chemistry, English Adv, Physics

Subjects ABOVE State %
BAND 6

Courses Achieving Band 6

SMCOC % VS NSW STATE

ENGLISH & MATHEMATICS NSW
STATE RANKINGS

CHEMISTRY
ENGLISH ADVANCED
ENGLISH EXT 1
ENGLISH EXT 2
MATHEMATICS EXT 1
MATHEMATICS EXT 2
PHYSICS
VISUAL ARTS

MATHEMATICS ADVANCED
MATHEMATICS STANDARD
MATHEMATICS EXT 1
MATHEMATICS EXT 2
ENGLISH ADVANCED
ENGLISH EXT 1
ENGLISH EXT 2
CHEMISTRY
PHYSICS
BIOLOGY
LEGAL STUDIES
VISUAL ARTS

18.08% students in Band 6 
(Top 10% STATE)

29.75% students in Band 5 
(TOP 20% STATE) 

47.83% of SMCOC Students
achieved within the TOP 10 % & 20%
of NSW





ENGLISH
Based on Advanced, Ext 1 & Ext 2
Results


31st in NSW 


MATHEMATICS
Based on Advanced, Ext 1 & Ext 2
Results


74th in NSW 

To Live is Christ
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Ranked 88th in NSW 

2020 DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVERS
A C H I E V I N G B A N D 6 ( T O P 1 0 % I N S TAT E ) C O U R S E S 
24/69 (34.78) Yr 12 students achieved Band 6 results in all Courses
62 x Band 6 = 18.08% of Cohort

Alexandra ASSAD
English Advanced + Ext 1

Andrew BADAWY
English Adv

Michael KAMEL

Caren KHALIL

Shweta MARATHE

Kyrillos MICHAEL

Josephine MIKHAEIL

Theodora RAMZY

Danielle SAFI

English Adv, Physics

Visual Arts

English Adv + Eng Ext 1

Maths Ext 1 + Ext 2, Biology

Legal Studies, Maths Stand

English Adv, Visual Arts

English Adv + Ext 1 + Ext 2





Jana DJORDJEVIC
English Adv, Legal Studies

Gloria GHATAS
English Adv, Chemistry





Peter GHOBRIAL
Chemistry, Physics

Simone HANNA
Visual Arts

Arnav JAWALE
Chemistry, English Adv + Ext
1, Physics



Rahul SHARMA

Chantal TAWFIK

Charles TAWFIK

Mathew TAWFIK

Joyce TODARY

Celine TOUTOUNJI

Tatjana VIPIC

Chemistry, Physics

Biology

Chemistry, Physics

English Adv, Physics

English Adv + Ext 1

English Adv

English Adv

Anthony Anastopoulos ACC

Miriam AYOUB ACC

Daniel Fanous ACC

Clara GAYED ACC

Maths Ext 1, Maths Ext 2

Maths Adv

Maths Ext 1, Maths Ext 2

Maths Ext 1 + Ext 2

Molly GHOBRIAL ACC

Marco MAKARI ACC

Marina NOUSSAIR ACC

Leah SAMUEL ACC

Maths Ext 1

Maths Ext 1 & 2

Maths Ext 1, Maths Ext 2

Maths Adv

ST MARK’S COPTIC ORTHODOX COLLEGE

To Live is Christ
•

ACC = Accelerated

52 Australis Av WATTLE GROVE NSW 2173 T: +612 9825 6768 F: +612 9825 6489 E: office@stmarks.nsw.edu.au. W: www.stmarks.nsw.edu.au
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“…I have hope toward God, which hope these men also look forward to, that there is going to be a resurrection of both the
righteous and the unrighteous.” Acts 24:15
We gather in remembrance of

Adel Ramsis Samaan (22.06.1954 – 17.12.2020)

Husband of Christina Father of Romany, Nadia, Patrick and Alexander Grandfather of Leon, Alina
and Emilya Brother of Atif, Ragi, Raga, Ikram, Ekhlas, Romany, Hannan and Nadia
The family of Adel Samaan in Australia invite you to share the 40-day commemoration mass of the departure that will be held on
Saturday the 23rd of January 2021 at 8:30am at Anba Abraam Church.
2 Wills Road, Long Point Macquarie Fields NSW 2564

“ I have fought the good ﬁght, I have ﬁnished the race, I have kept the
faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that Day and not to me only
but also to all who have loved His appearing.” (2 Tim 4:7-8)
On the 24th of December 2020, Mr Wadie Attalla passed away to our father in heaven,
Jesus Christ. Mr Attalla was born on the 26th of May 1953 and arrived in Australia
with his wife Mrs Angel Attalla in May 1971.
Mr Attalla arrived with very little in the way of funds, resources or language and yet
with the grace of God worked long hours and in many roles. He was father to four
daughters, Nevine, Jacqueline, Ogeny and Susan.
Mr Attalla is well known by his family and the community as a consistent worker, a
man who always had his family at the heart of all his work and decision making. Mr
Attalla cared and loved his family in every way he could.
He was a loving man who continued to show this great love, dedication and service
to his grandchildren as his did his children.
Mr Attalla was a simple man, a man of few words and yet consistently aimed to
make you laugh or smile, always bearing some sort of gift to give you. Mr Attalla
could never tolerate any of his children falling in argument or disagreement with one
another and would do all that is necessary to ensure his family were united and
issued solved in love before they laid down for the night.
No member of the family, young or old could recall a time that he would side with one
or the other but rather always insisting on a loving and speedy resolution.
Mr Attalla was a humble and gentle man. He forgave so swiftly and effortlessly
displaying no memory of wrong doings against him. Despite many transgressions
against him, he genuinely followed the church’s teaching to forgive and forget without
hesitation.
We, his children, and grandchildren will miss him so deeply and pray that our Lord Jesus Christ reward him in heaven. We love him so
dearly and now realise how valuable the life lessons in simplicity, forgiveness and humility he displayed would shape us forever.
We thank St Anthony and St Paul’s church for comforting Mrs Angle Attalla and her children in sharing our grief for our beloved father
and gedo, Mr Wadie Attalla.
We love you and will respect your example forever; our baba and Gedo.
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St PoPe KyrilloS Vi & St Habib GirGiS tHe
arcHdeacon cHurcH PreSentS

Australia Day
Cup 2021
annual youtH Soccer comPetition

When:

Sunday 7 February 2021
Women:1:00pm - Men: 3:00pm

Where: 119 Barton St, Monterey NSW
2217
what:

5 a side + Subs futsal
competition, Sausage sizzle,
Drinks & Snacks

Price:

$100 per Team

Register a team by 31/01/2021 & more info At:
https://australia-day-cup-2021.eventbrite.com.au
Published by the Diocese of Sydney & its Aﬃliated Regions

11

7th January 2021

St. Mark Nubian Foundation

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966)
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118 FAX: 61-2-9833 9299
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com”

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter
2:15”

"A good man deals graciously and lends;".( Psalm 112:5).
The board of directors of St. Mark Nubian Foundation, has the pleasure to
notify you all that on Thursday 24th. December 2020, The Container has safely
arrived to the city of Waw - South Sudan.
We are kindly urging everyone to assist us financially to cover the cost of the
shipping.
Our Foundation is now pleading to everyone with kind heart, to donate
generously and promptly to assist us with the financial cost.
Accordingly, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate promptly and
willingly to the following bank account:St. George Bank
(BSB) 112-879
A'cc No. 493911231.
A'cc. name St. Mark Nubian Foundation.
May the Lord Bless you all.
The Swift Code for overseas donors is (SGBLAU2S).

We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward your good deed with His
Heavenly rewards.

“We can issue you with our own Tax deductible Receipt”

“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:-

Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and
Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer)
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Coptic School Grant - St. Wanas Foundation
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD
… to give you a future and a hope” ~ Jeremiah 29:11

www.exodusyouthworx.org.au

@exodusyouthworx

Exodus Youth Worx
Powered by Young People

Exodus Youth Worx was created 18 years
ago to serve the Coptic Community
alongside the Church, providing much
needed, complimentary and essential
support and services.
Your participation is vital to keeping our
doors open. We need you!
When you need us, for yourself, your
family member or a friend, we want to be
able to be here for you. This is a growing
service that plays a valuable role in our
Community and we want you to be part
of that.
EYW is endorsed and supported
by C.O.P.T.S Inc Inc.
You can donate through our website
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au
or via Direct Deposit
BSB 112-879
ACC 465556041
All donations over $2 are Tax Deductible
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We have Programs and Services that
are all free to the our community
including:
Free Counselling
Case Management
Youth Services
Outreach
Mentoring and Internship
Employment Readiness
Drug and Alcohol Counselling
Community Development
Tutoring
Crisis Intervention
Crisis Accommodation
Seniors Support and Advocacy
Support for victims of Domestic Violence
Support Groups
Exodus Youth Worx
2/440 West Botany St,
Rockdale, 2216
9597 4330 or 0468 329 206
info@exodusyouthworx.org.au

St Wanas Charity is a foundation, under the supervision of St Mark Church, Sydney, whose mission is to serve the community by
offering others a future and hope. We have set out to achieve this goal by providing support across three areas;
1.
Orphans and kids Hospital: providing life-saving incubators for infants born in critical condition. We serve needy areas in Cairo,
Upper Egypt, and Africa.
2.
Women 4 Women: sponsoring women in areas of poverty to provide the skills needed to generate an income and better serve
their children.
3.
Coptic
Schools:
supporting
projects that will support the school’s
educational aspirations and benefit
students within a Christian environment.
In celebration of the 1st Year Anniversary
Luke 18:16
of the St Wanas Foundation we are
offering a grant to one of the Coptic
Schools, in an amount between $25,000
to $30,000. We understand that the
needs of each Coptic school are unique
and, as such, the project can be aimed at
improving facilities, providing educational
materials or programs.
Applications for this grant should include;
1.
Description of Project: the need,
objectives and scope (250 words).
2.
How will the funds be used? eg.
is it part of a larger program of work (250
words).
3.
How is the project expected to
serve both the short-term and long-term
needs of the students? (250 words).
The successful applicant is expected to
publish the acceptance of the grant in all
their marketing and social media. Upon
completion, a report has to be sent to
the committee with the relevant photos/
videos and published in the social media.
Eligibility for this grant is only for the
Coptic Schools (St. Mary, St. Mark and
Incubato
rs
St Abusefi for
St. Bishoy). In order to be considered,
n Church
El Haga
na
applications must be submitted by 20NOV-2019 to the charity committee
a
Keny
ge in
(frjonathan3@gmail.com). The outcome
hana
Orp
Kids Clinic in Kewesna
s
will be announced on 25th November
x School
Orthdo
Coptic
2019.
If you have any queries, please call the
committee on 0400-319-175.
God Bless
Jonathan
+ Transfer to bank account: 082184 574249737
Fr. Jonathan Ishak
“COPTS Charity’, Ref: St Wanas.
St. Wanas Kids Charity

“For of such is the
kingdom of God”

Help kids in need...

How to Donate?

+ St Mark church: Committee room or any church father.
Check news about St Wanas Kids Charity (SWKC) at St Mark web site.
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