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sermon oF the Fourth sunday 
oF the Great Lent

My beloved, the fl ock of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the Diocese 
of Sydney:

I greet you with the Peace of our 
Lord and I pray that He bestows 
on you the same blessings 
which he gave the Samaritan 
Woman: Forgiveness, Love and 
Reassurance.

Today is the Fourth Sunday, 
which speaks about our Lord's 
meeting with the Samaritan 
Woman.

St. John gives us a clear 
description of Jesus' visit to 
Samaria. "He found it necessary 
to pass through Samaria" 
(Jn.4:4).  This was not because 
of geographic reasons, as there 
was another route to Galilee.  He 
had a message of Salvation to 
the Samaritans.

Of what we know about Jesus, 
that with the exception of his 
triumphant entry into Jerusalem 
prior to Passover when he rode 
a donkey, he walked through all 
his journeys. When he arrived in 
Samaria, St. John tells us:

• It was noon. In other 
words, the sun was vertical, the 
heat was scorching and Jesus 
(in his human nature) was at 
the extreme of his weariness 
and thirst after walking a long 
distance.

We note that the Lord endured 
all these hardships because he 
had a certain aim. He was after 
saving a soul and after that, 
several souls.  He was willing to 
endure all suff erings (including 
the ultimate crucifi xion for the 
sake of his mission of salvation).

He arrived in Samaria, at Sychar, 
near Jacob's well. A comparison 

can be drawn here: Jacob's well 
satisfi ed the physical thirst of 
its population, while He went to 
satisfy the spiritual thirst of the 
same population. When He sat 
by the well, it was a spot of His 
choice and not per chance.

St. John spoke of "a Samaritan 
woman" who came to draw 
water from the well. It was not 
mentioned that there were others 
who also came to draw water. 
As we learn from the Gospel, the 
woman was a Samaritan, she 
was married fi ve times and was 
in an illegitimate relationship 
with a sixth man.  Thus, by the 
standards of those days, she 
was considered a woman of 
bad reputation.  She must have 
chosen that particular hour of 
the day, to avoid the evil talk of 
the townsfolk, being a sinner 
and a Samaritan.

When Jesus saw her, He asked 
her for a drink.  She must have 
been shocked by the request, 
and questioned Him: “How is 
it that You, being a Jew, ask 
a drink from me, a Samaritan 
woman?” (Jn. 4:9).

Note that the question is in 
two sections:  "You, a Jew" i.e. 
a Jew who considers Himself 
above the Samaritans who were 
considered rejected people, 
and a man to ask a Samaritan 
woman, who in those days was 
considered beneath a man's 
level, and who was also regarded 
by the Jews as unclean i.e. 
the water vessel became also 
unclean when she handled it. 

It is not clear whether the tone 
of her question was defi ant or 
sarcastic.  However, when Jesus 
initiated the conversation, he 
humbly descended to her level 
and showed her that he needed 
her help by asking for a sip of 
water (Jn. 4:7).

When in response to her 
question, He answered: “If you 
knew … who it is who says to 
you … you would have asked 
Him, and He would have given 
you living water.” (Jn. 4:10) she 
was still, up to that moment 
measuring Him within the scope 

of human abilities to draw the 
water from the well, which was 
deep, He had no rope, nor a 
bucket to draw water (Jn.4:11).  
In other words, He did not 
have the human tools to satisfy 
the human thirst.  It was only 
when He spoke to her about 
her private life "You have had 
fi ve husbands…" (Jn. 4:18) that 
her soul felt His supernatural 
powers: "You are a Prophet"(Jn. 
4:19).

We can gather that this 
Samaritan woman was not a 
wealthy woman, because if that 
was the case, she would have 
had a maid or maids to fetch the 
water for her: “Sir, give me this 
water, that I may not thirst, nor 
come here to draw.” (Jn. 4:15). 
It can also be assumed that 
she was worried about the way 
Samaritans worshipped God 
and felt comfortable discussing 
this with Jesus "Our fathers 
worshiped on this mountain, and 
you Jews say that in Jerusalem 
is the place where one ought to 
worship.” (Jn. 4:20)

When, eventually, the LORD 
revealed Himself to her as being 
the awaited Messiah “I who 
speak to you am He.”Jn. 4:26) 
she must have had a fl ood of 
emotions, because she felt:  
• His forgiveness, because 
He told her of her past, but 
He did not condemn her. On 
the contrary, He praised her 
truthfulness.
• His love, because He 
was willing to give her His "living 
water"
• His reassurance, because 
He revealed Himself to her "I … 
Am He" 

The Gospel does not tell us that 
she did actually give the Lord 
a drink: "The woman then left 
her waterpot, went her way into 
the city" (Jn. 4:28).  She was so 
absorbed in what Jesus had 
said to her, that she forgot that 
in the fi rst place, He asked her 
for a drink of water, to such an 
extent that in her rush to convey 
the message to the townsfolk, 
she  "…left her waterpot".  On the 
other hand, Jesus endured his 
weariness, the scorching heat 

and His thirst so that one soul, 
and others were to be saved. 

When His disciples arrived with 
the food, they were astonished 
that he was talking with a 
woman, but no one questioned 
Him (Jn. 4:27) because in those 
days a Rabbi did not talk with a 
woman in public. Obviously, by 
then His disciples realized that 
their Rabbi did not take random 
decisions: every act had a 
purpose.

From the way He looked, His 
disciples must have realized how 
hungry he must have been, and 
off ering Him food, He replied:  “I 
have food to eat of which you do 
not know.” (Jn. 4:32). Although 
the disciples did not understand 
it at the time, but for us it is clear: 
what satisfi ed His thirst and His 
hunger was Jesus' joy at saving 
the Samaritan woman whom He 
also foresaw, was to be followed 
by the salvation of many other 
"numerous Samaritans".  Later 
on, he accepted the Samaritans' 
hospitality, even though they 
were despised by the Jews, and 
remained with them for two days 
before proceeding to Galilee (Jn. 
4:43).

I pray that the LORD may bless 
all of us so that He may fi nd room 
within our hearts and may He 
pour the blessings of this Great 
Lent on our souls and our homes, 
through the intercessions of our 
Lady Virgin St. Mary, and the 
prayers of our beloved Father 
of Fathers His Holiness Pope 
Tawadros II and his partner 
in the Apostolic Ministry, His 
Eminence Metropolitan Tadros , 
. May the Lord keep them for us 
for many years to come.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affi  liated Regions
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“Then shall the righteous shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of  their 

Father.”Matthew13:43 

Anniversary of passing the Late 
MIRNA AZIZ

Your Memory has walked beside us for years, We Missing you little more 
each time we hear your name. We miss our times together, but nothing 

fi lls the emptiness 
Please pray for all your family and friends. 

A smile I will always remember, 
A voice I would love to hear, 

Deep in my heart lies a picture more precious than silver and gold, 
It’s a picture of my beloved daughter Mirna, 

Whose memory will never grow old. 
LOVE YOU AND MISS YOU LOTS MIRNA
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st PauL’s mIssIon hosts a WonderFuL easter 
dInner For sydney’s homeLess

“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained angels.” Hebrews 13:2

Thanks to the grace of God, 
for the past 21 years, St Paul’s 
Mission has been serving the 
homeless of Sydney, spreading 
the Love of Christ. Every 
Wednesday night, St Paul’s 
Mission services diff erent areas 
of Sydney’s CBD; providing 
hot meals, drinks, clothes and 
more importantly providing 
our brothers and sisters with 
someone to simply have a chat 
with!   
On Wednesday the 31st of March 
2021, however, St Paul’s Mission 
did not go and serve in the CBD, 
but rather it brought busloads of 
our brothers and Sisters in Christ 
to St Pope Kyrillos VI and St 
Habib Girgis Church Monterey 
to host for them a remarkable 

Easter dinner! This year we were 
also very blessed to have HG 
Bishop Daniel joining us on this 
wonderful occasion!  

 
The Easter Dinner had plenty to 
off er our beloved guests, which 
included: 
An amazing banquet of food, 
cold and hot drinks, and dessert!  
Uplifting singing performance 
by the talented Choir from St 
Abraam Church, who performed 
a lovely assortment of Christian 
Hymns. 
The lovely company of the youth 
volunteers who conversed with 
them during the evening. 
A wonderful talk given by 
HG Bishop Daniel about the 
signifi cance of the Resurrection 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
A Question-and-Answer session 
in the Church giving our guests 
an opportunity to ask questions 
to HG Bishop Daniel. 
An Easter gift to remind them of 
this wonderful event. 
We would like to thank HG Bishop 
Daniel, Father Yousef Fanous 
and all the St Paul’s Mission 
servants who attended - you 
helped make this Easter Dinner a 
wonderful and successful night!  

We strongly encourage the 
youth of Sydney to attend St 
Paul’s Mission, it is a wonderful 
service touching the lives of 
so many people. We meet at 
7:30pm every Wednesday night 
at St Pope Kyrillos VI and St 
Habib Girgis Church, 119 Barton 

St Monterey.  

Also, if you wish to donate to the 
service, the account details are 
as follows: 

Account Name: ST PAULS 
MISSION GROUP 

BSB: 062000 

Account Number: 11335822 

All donations $2 and above 
are tax deductible. For a tax-
deductible receipt contact 
0421630714. Any donation you 
make will help the service and 
will go a long way! God Bless! 

Happy Easter!! 

By Andrew Hanna
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www.exodusyouthworx.org.au @exodusyouthworx

Exodus Youth WorxExodus Youth Worx
Powered by Young People

We have Programs and Services that 
are all free to the our community 
including:
Free Counselling 
Case Management
Youth Services 
Outreach 
Mentoring and Internship
Employment Readiness 
Drug and Alcohol Counselling
Community Development
Tutoring 
Crisis Intervention 
Crisis Accommodation 
Seniors Support and Advocacy
Support for victims of  Domestic Violence 
Support Groups

Exodus Youth Worx was created 18 years 
ago to serve the Coptic Community 
alongside the Church, providing much 
needed, complimentary and essential 
support and services. 
 
Your participation is vital to keeping our 
doors open. We need you! 

When you need us, for yourself, your 
family member or a friend, we want to be 
able to be here for you. This is a growing 
service that plays a valuable role in our 
Community and we want you to be part 
of  that. 

  
  EYW is endorsed and supported 
by C.O.P.T.S Inc Inc.

You can donate through our website 
www.exodusyouthworx.org.au 
or via Direct Deposit
BSB 112-879
ACC 465556041
All donations over $2 are Tax Deductible

Exodus Youth Worx
2/440 West Botany St, 

Rockdale, 2216
9597 4330 or 0468 329 206

info@exodusyouthworx.org.au
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Coptic School Grant - St. Wanas Foundation
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD

… to give you a future and a hope” ~ Jeremiah 29:11

St Wanas Charity is a foundation, under the supervision of St Mark Church, Sydney, whose mission is to serve the community by 
off ering others a future and hope. We have set out to achieve this goal by providing support across three areas;
1. Orphans and kids Hospital: providing life-saving incubators for infants born in critical condition. We serve needy areas in Cairo, 
Upper Egypt, and Africa.
2. Women 4 Women: sponsoring women in areas of poverty to provide the skills needed to generate an income and better serve 
their children.
3. Coptic Schools: supporting 
projects that will support the school’s 
educational aspirations and benefi t 
students within a Christian environment.
In celebration of the 1st Year Anniversary 
of the St Wanas Foundation we are 
off ering a grant to one of the Coptic 
Schools, in an amount between $25,000 
to $30,000.  We understand that the 
needs of each Coptic school are unique 
and, as such, the project can be aimed at 
improving facilities, providing educational 
materials or programs.
Applications for this grant should include;
1. Description of Project:  the need, 
objectives and scope (250 words).
2. How will the funds be used? eg. 
is it part of a larger program of work (250 
words).
3. How is the project expected to 
serve both the short-term and long-term 
needs of the students? (250 words).
The successful applicant is expected to 
publish the acceptance of the grant in all 
their marketing and social media. Upon 
completion, a report has to be sent to 
the committee with the relevant photos/
videos and published in the social media.
Eligibility for this grant is only for the 
Coptic Schools (St. Mary, St. Mark and 
St. Bishoy). In order to be considered, 
applications must be submitted by 20-
NOV-2019 to the charity committee 
(frjonathan3@gmail.com). The outcome 
will be announced on 25th November 
2019.
If you have any queries, please call the 
committee on 0400-319-175.
God Bless
Jonathan 
Fr. Jonathan Ishak
St. Wanas Kids Charity

Check news about St Wanas Kids Charity (SWKC) at St Mark web site.            Fr Jonathan 0400 319 175

“For of such is the   
  kingdom of God” 
       Luke 18:16

Help kids in need...

Kids Clinic in KewesnaOrphanage in Kenya

How to Donate?
+ Transfer to bank account: 082184 574249737 
 “COPTS Charity’, Ref: St Wanas.
+ St Mark church: Committee room or any church father.

Incubators forSt Abusefin Church El Hagana

Coptic Orthdox Schools

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), 

and Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 

 
 
 

..."The God of Heaven himself will prosper us; therefore we 
his servants build,...".(Nehmiah 2:20 

 
The board of directors of St. Mark Nubian Foundation, are kindly urging 
everyone to assist our church in ElMazmoum town - East Sudan in building 
the learning complex which has an enclosed school, Childcare, Medical 
Clinic and Church. 
Our Foundation is now pleading to everyone with kind heart, to donate 
generously and promptly to commence the construction of the church as 
well as  school in ElMazmoun, East Sudan. 
 
Accordingly, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate promptly and 
willingly to the following bank account:- 

 
St. George Bank 
(BSB) :112-879 

A'cc No. :493911231. 
A'cc. name : St. Mark Nubian Foundation. 

 
May the Lord Bless you all. The Swift Code for overseas donors is 

(SGBLAU2S). Your donation is Tax Deductible. 
 

 
We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward your good deed with His 
Heavenly rewards. 
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SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

 

CITY LUNCHTIME          
BIBLE STUDY  
                                  
EVERY THURSDAY 
1PM                    
LIVERPOOL ST 
SYDNEY 
 

Location: 
____ 

The Polding Centre 
____ 

Level 5 
____ 

133 Liverpool St 
____ 

Sydney  

MORE INFO 

Contact: 

0416 070 242 

0404 414 923 
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Here we are, the first day of 
Holy Week – Palm Sunday. Palm 
branches have claimed the name 
of today but they are merely what 
make it unique. The Gospels 
paint a picture of a crowd lined 
along the road as Jesus entered 
Jerusalem. Riding on the beast 
of burden, a path of palm trees 
and worn clothing formed a 
carpet of endearment before 
Him. “Hosanna… blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord,” He was praised. When we 
look at stories in the Bible that 
recount the life of Christ, there is 
always a message deeper than 
what appears on the surface. So 
what is today really about?

No beautiful horse, no guards for 
protection, no army around Him 
– no grand gestures. Despite 
who Christ is, all His Glory and 
Greatness, He chooses to enter 
the city with complete humility, 
seated on an animal who 
contradicts all things royal. The 
humility demonstrated by Christ 
on Palm Sunday poses the 
perfect snapshot of who Christ 
is, and who we are to be, so 
that our lives may be shadows 
of Him.

Christ leads the example of 
humility by choosing to humble 
himself without need to be 
humbled by another. Just as 
he chose to enter with humility, 
days later, he also chose death 
on our behalf. Not because He 
was forced to, not because He 
owes it to us, but because of 
His love for us. Allowing Himself 
to be placed at the forefront of 
humiliation and pain, He nailed 
our sins to the cross. And so you 
see, the triumph of Christ does 
not lay in the praise of the people 
on Palm Sunday, but through His 
passion towards us that would 
be soon demonstrated.

Can Pride and Humility Co-
exist?

“How could he speak to me like 
that?”
 “Why does she think it is okay 
to ignore me?”
“How could he say that to me?”

Undoubtedly, these thoughts 
have crossed your mind; I can 
be the first to put my hand up 
to this. These are what we call 
‘finger pointing’ thoughts and 
are a product of pride. When you 
spend your day focusing on “me” 
– how you feel, replaying a hurtful 
interaction, or even just focusing 
solely on ticking off your to-do-
list for the day, you occupy your 
mind with thoughts of, “I” rather 
than thoughts of Him. We end 
off our self-consumed day with 
a one-minute prayer as though 
we are doing God a favour in our 
“busy” lifestyle by remembering 
Him, mid yawn. The danger of 
this is that it provides perfect 
opportunity for pride to make 
itself a comfortable home within 
us. Just as light and darkness 
cannot simultaneously occupy 
the same room; humility and 
pride cannot live in the same 
heart.

When self-absorbing thoughts 
become our daily practice, our 
vision of Christ becomes blurred 
and His voice harder to hear. So, 
if we are to reflect the humility 
of Christ, we need to let go of 
ourselves and fill our lives with 
Him through prayer, Scripture 
and fellowship. When we do 
this, we learn that a humble 
response towards others rejects 
the shame that follows a proud 
reaction, and rather it embodies 
wisdom – a wisdom that comes 
from knowing Christ.

“By humility and the fear of the 
Lord, are riches and honour and 
life”
Proverbs 22:4.(NKJV)

The Bible tells us that when we 
embody Christ’s humility, we are 
given life and nourishment. So 
when we are humiliated and hurt 
by others, let us be reminded 
that a meek heart and humble 
response is a reflection of Christ 
and honours God. If we are to 
know Christ, we are to personify 
humility. The more you are filled 
with Him the sooner pride will 
know it has no place in you.

The True Victory

“The way to Christ is first through 
humility, second through 
humility, and third through 
humility. If humility does not 
precede and accompany and 
follow every good work we do, if 
it is not before us to focus on, if 
it is not beside us to lean upon, if 
it is not behind us to fence us in, 
pride will wrench from our hand 
any good deed we do at the very 
moment we do it”
– St Augustine

Upon His entrance into 
Jerusalem, the crowds shouted 
“Hosanna,” meaning ‘save us.’ 
They were desperate to be saved 
from the Roman rule over them, 
ignorant to the fact that the true 
saving they needed was the one 
of their heart – but Christ was 
well aware.

We are very much like the 
Israelites on Palm Sunday. We 
come before the Lord and ask 
Him to fix our problems and 
change our circumstances, 
forgetting that perhaps it is 
the condition of our heart that 
requires edification. Before we 
point the finger at the other 
person or question why certain 
things had to happen to us, let 
us go to God in prayer that he 
may humble and change our 
heart.

A humble heart gives us a Christ 
centered perspective of our 
situations. Through this, we are 
then able to truly forgive and 
extend grace to others, even if we 
are placed in the most unwanted 
of situations. As Saint Augustine 
perfectly puts it, if humility does 
not take precedence over all 
that we do, our efforts will be 
fruitless and the true saving 
of ourselves overshadowed. 
Perhaps I dare to say that the 
core of many of our problems 
and even our external concerns 
is because we overlook the 
real issue within us. You see, 
Palm Sunday demonstrates 
that beyond the circumstances 
that we may deem unbearable, 
and problems that we desire 
be removed, Christ came for a 
greater purpose than to save us 
from inconveniences – but came 

to purify our hearts and give 
us life through Him. He did not 
enter Jerusalem to conquer the 
Romans, but to conquer much 
more than that.

It’s not too late

“Of all the afflictions that burden 
the human race, there is not one, 
whether spiritual or bodily, that 
cannot be healed by the Holy 
Scriptures”
– St John Chrysostom

As we approach the end of 
Lent and begin the Holy Pascha 
today, let us be reminded of 
the beauty of this season. In 
a few days time we celebrate 
not only the resurrection of 
Christ, but also the resurrection 
of our renewed self. This was 
something beautiful that I was 
reminded of by one of our 
Church Fathers recently. And so 
as we spend this week reflecting 
on the lead up to Easter Sunday, 
let us encourage one another to 
die to ourselves and celebrate 
not only His resurrection, but 
ours also. Although none of us 
can say we are without blemish, 
let us confide in the fact that we 
can leave it all at the cross and 
have a fresh start. Just as Christ 
was welcomed into Jerusalem, 
may we welcome Him into our 
lives.

Not just on Palm Sunday but 
every day this Holy Week, may 
we look to His word and reflect 
on Scripture, pray fervently, 
repent wholeheartedly and 
return to Our First Love.
Lord, consider our laments and 
hear our cries for help as we 
come before you. Protect us from 
thoughts that pierce through our 
hearts and break us down. Help 
us reflect Your humility through 
actions that honour You. Show 
us that when we wait, you bring 
light to the darkness. Show us 
that when we trust, you take 
over and fill us with Your peace. 
Help us take refuge in You as the 
only one that can fill and satisfy 
our hearts.

Glory be to God, forever. Amen.

Lead me to the Cross

PaLm sunday
By: Amy Saleam
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I come from an Italian Catholic 
background, was baptised 
at birth by my parents and  
received Holy Communion 
when I was 8 or 9 years old. It 
may have been as a means of 
pleasing my grandparents and 
keeping tradition but, after this, 
I never learnt about Christ or 
the Christian faith and religion 
seemed to be disregarded after 
that.

I was very spoilt growing 
up, my father would give me 
anything I wanted and more. 
Throughout high school and in 
my early twenties I was lusting, 
chasing girls, going to parties, 
drinking, smoking, spending, 
travelling, and was never really 
too concerned with study. I 
have been working ever since 
I fi nished high school and the 
majority of it has been in my 
father’s businesses.

Often in my life I felt very lonely, 
empty and like no one understood 
me. I was never satisfi ed no 
matter what I did whether it was 
partying, sex, drugs, drinking, 
smoking, travelling or making 
money. My heart was yearning 
for something that nothing in this 
world was able to satisfy. There 
was always this gap inside me 
that never seemed to be fi lled. 
No matter who I talked to in my 
life, I didn’t get an answer that 
helped me. Not from my family, 
friends or even my girlfriend at 
the time. This began my search 
for meaning and truth.

I started my search in literature; 
self-help books, philosophy, 
biographies etc. They were very 
interesting and did help quite a 
bit but they were still not fi lling 
the gap. A lot of them talked of 
success, ambition, contentment, 
gratitude and staying positive 
but they were not answering 
my questions. I can understand 
when people want to set goals, 
achieve success or want a 
better life for themselves and 
their families, but I did not really 
know what to do with them as 
I had been spoilt growing up 
and already knew that wealth 
and success was not enough. 

I have met many rich, wealthy 
and successful people and 
to my amazement it almost 
seemed like they were the ones 
who were struggling the most 
inside. I hope I don’t sound 
arrogant when I write this I am 
just opening up on how I felt.

Very shortly after my search I ran 
into a young man who I hadn’t 
seen since I was 14 years old. His 
name is Tony, and he also goes 
St Marks Church. I saw him at 
a cafe one day right next to the 
offi  ce where I work. Tony and I 
were good friends when we were 
in high school and would hang 
out quite a bit. However, this 
boy was probably the wildest, 
craziest, most disruptive student 
in the school. He would be 
cursing at teachers, vandalising 
as well as, receiving detentions 
and suspensions. It wasn’t long 
after commencing year 8 that he 
was told to leave the school. He 
gives me full permission to tell 
this story by the way, so I am not 
going behind his back here. We 
both still joke about it with each 
other.

Anyway, I see him at this cafe 
and our faces just light up, I 
sat with him and we had a big 
conversation. I noticed however 
something was very diff erent 
about him. He was the exact 
opposite of what I remembered. 
I understand people mature in 
life as the years go by, but this 
was something way out of the 
ordinary. He told me about his 
story after he left high school; 
how he got into a bit of trouble, 
how struggled through pain 
and how he needed help and 
eventually found his faith in 
Christ.

Now this really intrigued me as it 
was not like anything I had ever 
encountered before.
Not long after this, I began to 
open up about my story to him. 
About how I was going through 
a tough time in my life trying 
to fi nd answers, looking for 
meaning and purpose and trying 
to fi nd what the universe wanted 
from me.

Tony said to me with great 
confi dence and a cheeky little 
smile that what I needed was 
a Saviour and that he had one 
for me. He made me laugh and 
anyone who knows him knows 
how hilarious this man can be. 
I dismissed everything he said 
because it just sounded silly and 
religion was a topic I was not 
interested in.

After this run into each other 
we exchanged numbers and 
continued to meet up. It turns 
out he worked only a few doors 
down from my offi  ce. I kept 
opening up to him about I felt 
and how I was just sick of the 
life I was living. Even though to 
many people out there I had the 
ideal life, to me it didn’t feel that 
way.

Tony continued on how he 
understood what I was going 
through. He explained that I 
needed to pray and I needed 
to have faith in God but it still 
seemed silly to me. I’ll give you 
a direct quote from Tony: ‘Mate 
scrap all those books that you 
are reading, there is only one 
book you should be reading and 
that’s the Bible’. Anyone who 
knows Tony will know exactly 
how he would have said that. 
One day down the track he was 
even kind enough to buy me a 
Bible and other books about 
The Church such as ‘The Fear of 
God’, ‘Return to God’, ‘Love the 
summit of virtues’ – all books 
written by Pope Shenouda.

The whole thing still seemed 
ridiculous to me but I told him 
I would at least give it a shot, 
after all he was kind enough to 
get me these books. I started 
with Genesis and straight away 
I knew I was not interested, 
especially with what the world 
had programmed into my 
mind about ‘reality’, ‘evolution’, 
‘science burying God’ and the 
whole lot. So I put it down and 
dismissed the whole thing. By 
the way, I need to add in a quote 
here from C.S. Lewis “a young 
man who wishes to remain a 
sound atheist cannot be too 
careful of his reading”.

He told me to come along with 
him to church and just give it a 
try. It was the night we had Gary 
Raymond preaching along with 
some of the fathers in the church. 
Probably some of the greatest 
sermons I have ever heard 
and they touched me in a very 
profound way. Soon I did some 
more research on the church, its 
history, its beliefs, Christianity 
and of course science. I was 
hungry for answers and the truth. 
I eventually found it. I guess it’s 
true when they say that when 
the student is ready the teacher 
will appear. A little J.P. Morlan 
quote to everyone who reads 
this -‘God maintains a delicate 
balance between keeping his 
existence suffi  ciently evident so 
people will know He’s there and 
yet hiding His presence enough 
so that people who want to 
choose to ignore Him can do it. 
This way, their choice of destiny 
is really free’.

I could go on and on here but 
I am trying to summarise as 
briefl y as I can.

I had a meeting shortly after 
with Father Mark and we had a 
very nice talk. He was even kind 
enough to welcome me into the 
Coptic Church which was a real 
honour. This church had some 
of the most wonderful, kind and 
loving people I had ever met, 
mong many other wonderful 
attributes. The rest is history 
from there.

My closing statement to all you 
readers is best summarised by 
Ravi Zaccharias and Bill Craige: 
I have travelled the world, I have 
searched high and low, and I 
have found nothing that satisfi es 
my mind, my heart and the 
deepest longing of my soul like 
Jesus does. If you are sincerely 
seeking God I promise he will 
make his existence evident for 
you. God bless you all and I 
can’t wait for you the reader to 
come and join me and transform 
the way I did.

my ComInG to FaIth
By: Anthony Zaccariotto
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