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annoUncemenT oF  
JoHn THe baPTIsT’s bIrTH

gosPel readIng : lUKe 1:1-25

Today is the 1st Sunday of the 
blessed month Kiahk, and 
the gospel reading on this 
day, always tells us about the 
announcement of John the 
Baptist’s birth, by the Angel 
Gabriel to Zachariah the priest.

The 4 weeks of Kiakh, describe 
all the events in order, from 
the announcement of John the 
Baptist’s birth, to the birth of our 
beloved Lord Jesus Christ.

This gospel reading of the 
1st Sunday of Kiakh is very 
significant, because it is a final 
meeting of the Old and New 
Testaments.

+++
This story is a meeting of the 

Old and New Testaments…

• St Luke describes Zachariah 
and Elizabeth, in a way that 
shows they are a continuation 
of the faithful people of the 
Old Testament. They both 
have a priestly background: 
Zachariah is from the line 
of Abijah, and Elizabeth 
is from the line of Aaron. 

• It is interesting to notice that 
the gospel of Luke, begins 
and ends in the temple: “So 
it was, while he was serving 
as a priest before God… his 
lot fell to burn incense when 
he went into the temple 
of the Lord” (1:8-9), and, 
“And they were continually 
in the temple praising and 
blessing God. Amen” (24:53). 

• The 2 temples in Luke’s 
gospel symbolise the 2 
covenants, or Testaments.  

• The announcement of the 
Angel Gabriel in Chapter 
1, symbolises the end of 

the Old Testament, and 
the coming of the New.  

• And the disciples preaching 
in the temple after Christ’s 
ascension, in Chapter 24, 
symbolises the confirmation 
and active ministry of 
the New Testament.  

• The coming of John the 
Baptist, symbolises the 
end of Old Testament 
worship, and the end of the 
law, and the priesthood.  

• And instead, his coming 
announces the arrival 
of grace and salvation, 
and the True Priest. 

• The time when the Angel 
appeared in the temple 
is important. We read in 
verse 10, that Zachariah 
was making an offering of 
incense inside the temple – 
which is the role of a priest.  

• And so, the angel appeared 
at this moment, to proclaim 
the coming of the True 
and Eternal High Priest; 

• The angel appeared at this 
moment, to declare that this 
True High Priest would be the 
true offering, who would give 
Himself up for the salvation 
of the world. 

•  
The angel chose this 
moment when Zachariah 
was offering incense in 
the temple, to symbolise 
that he was the end of the 
Old Testament worship. 

• The Angel stood beside the 
altar of incense (verse 11), to 
prove that he comes as the 
announcer of a New Covenant. 

• The right side is 
always associated with 
righteousness and truth, and 
so, the angel appeared to 
Zachariah on the right hand 
of the altar. 

•  
Zachariah, who stood in 

the middle of the sanctuary, 
became speechless, to 
show that the mysteries of 
the sanctuary had become 
silent, because the One who 
would fulfil these mysteries 
had come.

•  
Zachariah’s silence is a sign 
of his doubts, and it also 
symbolises how Israel did 
not listen to the voice of the 
prophets.

The Birth of John the Baptist…

• When we celebrate the 
birth of John the Baptist, 
we are also celebrating 
the coming birth of our 
beloved Lord Jesus Christ. 

• When we think of how St John 
was conceived, it was really a 
miracle, because his mother 
Elizabeth was old and barren. 

• But the Lord used her to 
glorify His name, and bring 
forth the birth of a very holy 
person, just like the Lord 
did for Sarah, Rebecca, 
Rachel and Hanna. 

• When Elizabeth and Mary 
met, John jumped for joy 
in his mother’s womb! And 
this ‘jump’ symbolises that 
St John was proclaiming 
the coming of the Lord, 
even before he was born! 

• But why did the Angel Gabriel 
announce the good news to 
Zachariah and not Elizabeth?  

• Because Zachariah was the 
source. And the angel went 
to the starting point from 
whom the flesh was to begin. 

• And that’s why the angel 
appeared to St Mary, and 
not St Joseph, to announce 
the news of our Lord’s birth. 

• We also read that Zachariah 
is unable to speak until the 
birth of John. Why? Because: 

• As an Old testament figure, 

his silence symbolises 
the silence, and end of 
the Old Testament ways 

• As an Old Testament figure, 
his silence symbolises that 
God will no longer speak to 

the people through prophets 

• As an Old Testament figure, 
his silence symbolises the 
disobedience of the people 
who refused to believe the 
prophets

• But his mouth will be 
opened at the birth of John, 
because John symbolises 
the start of a New Testament 

• His mouth will be opened 
to symbolise that the Lord 
Jesus Christ will now speak 
directly to the people 

• His mouth will be opened 
to symbolise that the Lord 
has chosen a new people 
who will keep His word, 
and they are the Gentiles. 

• Because of their unbelief, the 
Jews were silenced and left 
behind, and salvation was 
given to the gentiles.

The Personality of John…

• In this gospel reading, the 
Angel Gabriel mentions many 
wonderful characteristics 
about St John. But 1st of 
all, the angel tells Zachariah 
to name the baby ‘John’. 
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• ‘John’, means ‘the 
grace of God’.  

• When God gives someone a 
name, or changes their name, 
it is a sign that they are worthy 
of great praise and virtue.  

• And it is appropriate that 
the Forerunner of the Lord is 
called John, because from 
his mother’s womb, he was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 
and was given a very special 
grace.

o This special grace was 
that – he was going to proclaim 
the greatest grace of all! Which 
was our entry into heaven! 

o And so, not only was he 
was full of grace, but he brought 
the good news of God’s grace to 
the whole world. 

o And for this reason, the 
angel proclaimed that there will 
be great rejoicing over John’s 
birth, because he was going to 
introduce the Author of grace 
and salvation, to the whole 
world!

• The angel announced 
that John would be great. 
And indeed, he was great!  

• He was mighty and 
powerful in his spirit.  

• And that’s why the Lord said, 
that there was no greater 
prophet than John the Baptist.  

• He had a virtuous life, 
and was not trapped by 
all the temptations of 
the world, but lived as a 
hermit in the wilderness. 

• The angel announced that 
John will have the spirit 
of Elijah. Why? Because: 

• Both Elijah and John were not 
married, and lived ascetic lives 

• Both Elijah and John 
wore very rough 
dressing, like the hermits 

• Both Elijah and John 
spent their lives living 
in the wilderness 

• Both Elijah and John 

were announcers and 
proclaimers of the truth 

• Both Elijah and John 
suffered persecution at the 
hands of rulers, because 
of their virtuous lives: Elijah 
suffered at the hands of 
Ahab and Jezebel, and 
John suffered at the hands 
of Herod and Herodias 

• Both Elijah and John 
were given power to turn 
the hearts of the people 
from unbelief to faith 

• Both Elijah and John had 
the spirit of prophecy 

• Both Elijah and 
John announced the 
coming of the Lord 

• Elijah was given spirit 
and power to divide the 
Jordon River; and John 
was given spirit and power 
to convert the Jordon 
River into a baptismal font 

• John walked on the earth 
with the beloved Lord 
Jesus Christ; and Elijah 

appeared in the heavens 
with the Lord of glory 

• Elijah watered the earth with 
rain after 3 years; and John 
watered the dry soil of our 
spirits with the waters of faith. 

• Bible tells us that good 
parents are to be praised, 
together with their children 
who are worthy of praise.  

• For this reason, Hanna the 
mother of Samuel was praised.  

• And Isaac received from his 
parents the virtue of holiness, 
which he also handed down 
to generations after him.  

• This shows us the very 
important role that parents 
have in bringing up their 
children.

Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affiliated Regions

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), 

and Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

(Luke 36:6) 
“A good man deals graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs with 

discretion”  
(Psalm 112:5) 

 
As we are getting closer to the Holy Passion Week, Crucifixion and 
commemoration of His Resurrection; we kindly urge you to remember 
our orphaned children who live in outskirts of Khartoum and are 
looked after by our church over there. It is the perfect time now, 
whereby in Lent our church always reminds us about the deed of 
mercy and to remember and help our needy brethren in both the Sudan 
as well as South Sudan and have mercy on them.  
For your continuous and generous support, kindly forward your 
donation to:- 
 

Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S 
BSB: -   112-879 

A’cc:-   493911231 
A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian 

Foundation 
Bank Name:-  St. George Bank 

 
“We can issue with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 

 
“He that pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord”  

(Pro 19:17)                          (LUKE 12:33) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 
P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 

EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 
(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), and Emile Girgis 

(Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

“Listen to what the poor have to say and answer politely” (sir 4:8) 
 

 
Dear All, 

For your birthday occasion, why not consider raising a fund for 

“St. Mark Nubian Relief Foundation” 

through your Facebook account? 

 
 

Accordingly, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate promptly and bighearted to the 
following bank account::- 

 
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S 

BSB: -   112-879 

A’cc:-   493911231 

A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian Foundation 

Bank Name: -  St. George Bank 

 
We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward your good deed with His Heavenly 

rewards. 
 

 
“We can issue you with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 
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MARK’S 

 
 

 
Tenders are called for the Licence of the school canteen for the school term 
commencing Tuesday 26 April 2022 and for the initial term of 3 years. 
 
Annual school enrolments for K – 12 will be approximately 800 students.  Interested 
parties must request a blank Copy of the school’s CANTEEN LICENCE 
AGREEMENT available by email written request PRIOR to submitting any Tender 
Application from: 
 

The Head of College 
office@stmarks.nsw.edu.au 

 
 
Tenders close at 3 pm Thursday, 20 January 2022.  Tenders must be submitted in a 
sealed envelope marked “CONFIDENTIAL – School Canteen Tender” and sent to: 
 

Head of College 
St Mark’s Coptic Orthodox College 

PO Box 747 
MOOREBANK   NSW   1875 

 
A Tender visit and briefing session with applicants being considered will be advised 
approximately two weeks later.  Tenders must reflect agreement to License 
conditions when applying as these will not be adjusted further than specified and as 
shown. 
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Hg bIsHoP danIel PerFormed THe Prayers oF THe dIvIne lITUrgy For THe FInal 
year gradUaTes oF THe sTUdenTs oF THe vIrgIn mary scHool

mary and marTyr marmIna bexley on TUesday december 5, 2021
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Tuesday
14/12/2021

7-8pm
8.30-9.30pm

Vespers - St Mary Cathedral
Exodus Function

Wednesday
15/12/2021

9-11am Clergy Divine Liturgy - St Demiana Church
12- 2pm
2- 4pm

Clergy Meeting at St Demiana Church
Individual Clergy meetings

5-6:30pm
6:30-7:30pm

7:30- 8:30pm
8:30-10pm

St Anthony and St Paul Clergy
St Anthony and St Paul Board
Congregation Meeting
Board of Trustees Meeting

Thursday
16/12/2021

9-10:30am
10:30-11:30am

12-1pm
1-2:30pm

Clergy Committee
Clerical Council update
St Mark’s College Visit
Diocesan Board of Education

Friday
17/12/2021

9-11am Divine Liturgy - St Mary & Mercurious Church
12-2pm
2-5pm

Mission and evangelism committee
Individual/Group Meetings by appointment

6 - 7:30pm
7:30-8:30pm

Finance Committee Meeting
Congregation Meeting
- St Abanoub Church

8:30-10pm Youth Meeting
- St Abanoub Church

Saturday
18/12/2021

9-11am

12-1:30pm
1:30-2pm

Divine Liturgy
- St Bishoy Church
St Bishoy Church Board
St Bishoy College Visit

3-5pm SYC Cruise
6-8pm
8-9pm

Vespers St George Church - Kensington
Servants Meeting

Sunday
19/12/2021

8-11am
1-2pm

Divine Liturgy -St Mary’s Cathedral
- St Mary’s College Visit

2-3pm
3-5pm

St Mary Church Board
Individual/Group Meetings by appointment

6.30 – 7:30pm Lord’s Needy Dinner
8.30-10pm Youth Meeting St Mark’s Church- Arncliffe

Monday
20/12/2021

Tuesday
21/12/2021

QLD QLD

Wednesday
22/12/2021 Meetings Individual/Group Meetings by appointment

Thursday
23/12/2021

9-12am Divine Liturgy - St Abraam Church Long Point

12-2pm Priest Meeting St Abraam Church Long Point
Evening departure to London

* This programme may be subject to change due to developments that may occur relating to
COVID restrictions and travel arrangements, or due to pastoral requirements that may arise

during the course of the visit.

Programme For THe vIsIT oF
HIs emInence arcHbIsHoP 

angaelos oF london
&

PaPal legaTe To UK & sydney
saTUrday 11/12/2021 – 
THUrsday 23/12/2021*
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جمعیة نیقودیموس القبطیة االرثوذكسیھ لدفن الموتي تسھل • 
الصعوبات في التعامل مع فقدان أحد أفراد األسرة أو أحد 

األحباء. 
یمكنكم األتصال بنا في أي وقت ۲٤ ساعة علي مدار ۷ أیام في • 

األسبوع .   
نحن علي أستعداد للزیارات المنزلیة لمناقشة الترتیبات النھائیة. • 
بإمكاننا توفیر قطع أراضي للدفن . • 
لدینا خبرة طویلھ في إرسال الجثمان الي الخارج مع إنھاء • 

جمیع اإلجراءات والترتیبات الآلزمة . 
للمزید من المعلومات اتصلوا ب جون إسكندر َعل الرقم اآلتي:• 

• St Nicodemus is family owned and operated Coptic Orthodox 
Funeral service.

• We understand the difficulties of dealing with the loss of a 
loved one.

• We provide you with a personal service 24 hours a day 7 days a 
week.

• All funeral arrangements are carried out at your discretion, 
whether it be at your home or in our office.

• We provide you with custom funerals to suit your needs and 
budget. 

• St Nicodemus Funerals has a wealth of experience in 
repatriation/transporting overseas your loved one to their 
country of origin.

Contact: John Iskander 
Address: 337 Forest Rd. Bexley,NSW,2207

Tel:  0425 291 964   or    1300 3000 77
Email: john@stnicodemusfunerals.com.au

Website:  www.stnicodemusfunerals.com.au
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Contact: em@gemconveyancing.com.au
 Phone: 0451 512 656 
Elhaam Moawad | Director | Licensed Conveyancer
Mail: PO Box 110 CASULA NSW 2170
www.gemconveyancing.com.au

Our Services include:

Residential & Commercial 
Conveyancing
Subdivision
Off the Plan Purchase or Sale
Mortgages & Refinances
Leases
Transfer 
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The Good Samaritan Medical Centre is 
 looking for a 

VR GP to join our friendly team
• Part time and full time positions available
• Flexible working hours
• 75% gross billing

The practice is computerised and accredited with 
allied health professionals and pathology on site.

To express interest, please call 
Dr. Wadie Michael on 9602 3418 

Email: goodsamaritan@optusnet.com.au

If you are interested in publishing your advertisment in this 
section of El-Manara Newspaper, please email us on 

advertising@elmanara.org.au 
or contact us on  

0404 493 805
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مرحباً بكم في مدرسة بایلس لتعلیم قیادة السیارات
لدینــا فریــق مــن الخبــراء علــي أعلــي مســتوي مــن المدربیــن والمقیمیــن لمســاعدتكم لتحویــل 

التــردد الــي ثقــة. ومــن مســتوي ســائق متــدرب الــي ســائق آمــن لمــدي الحیــاة. 

قیادة سیارة ( أوتوماتیك أو یدوي ) 
LR MR HR قیادة بص

 قیادة بصات عامة
قیادة شاحنات

أحصل علي مستوي أعلي مع بایلس لتعلیم قیادة السیارات
نوفر التعلیم وأمتحان القیادة في نفس الیوم 

أسطول من المركبات الحدیثة 
مدربین وممتحنین معتمدین من ھیئة الطرق والموانئ لحصولكم عل رخصة القیادة. 

أیمن مسعود 
موبایل: ۰٤۱۰٦۳۷۷۰۷ و ۰٤۰٦٥۷۷۷۰۱

info@paylessdrivingschool.com.au : ایمیل
www.paylesdrivingschool.com.au : موقع الكتروني

Welcome to Payless Driving School
Our Team of highly experienced instructor’s and Assessor 
to help turn your nerves into confidence from learner to 
safe drivers for life
Car (auto & Manual )
Bus    LR MR HR
Bus Authority
Truck LR MR HR HC MC
Upgrade your driving license@ Payless driving School  
We provide Training and your driving test with us on one 
day
Our fleet vehicle’s near new vehicles
We RMS ACCREDITED TRAINERS AND ASSESSOR’S 
TO UPGRED YOUR LICENSE
    Ayman Masoud
CALL US ON    0410 637 707   &   0406 577 701
Email       info@paylessdrivingschool.com.au
Visit         www.paylesdrivingschool.com.au

Welcome to Payless Driving School

 

 

عماد ميخائيل/مهندس   
A Dream Home                 حديثة ةتصميمات معماري                    Mobile: 0415 779 251  

 A Dream Home is designed by Emad Mekhail 
       Architectural - Engineering - Construction         Email: aadreamhomes@hotmail.com 
                              29 years of experience in Sydney                  92 ى خدمة الجالية بسيدنىف عاما  
                       We do a Full Service  –  Go To Your Place  – Free Quote 
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