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Bishop Daniel
Bishop of  the Coptic Orthodox Diocese 

of  Sydney & Affiliated Regions

To my beloved Reverend Fathers, the priests of the Diocese of Sydney and stewards of the mysteries 
of Our Holy God, deacons, servants, and the congregation of the Christ loving Diocese of Sydney 

and its Affiliated Regions, peace and love be with us all.

I would like to wish you all, every spiritual blessing and best wishes for the NEW YEAR 2022, through 
the intercession of the mother of God Saint Mary, all the saints, and through the prayers of the father 
of fathers His Holiness Pope Tawadros I and through the payers of the Papal Legate His Eminence 

Archbishop Angaelos.
As the year 2021 ended with good and bad happenings throughout the year, it is essential to understand 
that the months and the days of the year 2022 will come to an end, and the following years too. 

However, I want to share with you in this message the factual ends that happened in the world: The first fact is the story of the end of our 
Salvation, which had been done by our Lord Jesus Christ through His Incarnation, His crucifixion, His Resurrection, His Ascension to 

heaven and His second coming 
to judge the world.

Message from Bishop 
Daniel to the Clergy and the 
Congregation of the Diocese 
of Sydney on the occasion 
of the New Year 2022 Maybe 
some one will say: why it was 
a must for Christ our Lord to 
be crucified to save us? The 
answer is simple, because He 
loved us, and He loved 'us 
to the End, to the End of the 
story of Salvation, as Love 
never fails? And through His 
redemption, our Lord Jesus 
Christ became the End of the 
Law for righteousness? but 
not to all, only for those who 
believe in Him. So, with His 
redemption, our Lord Jesus 
Christ established for us a 

kingdom* that has no End.
The second fact is that the end 
of the year is not the end, as it is 
the beginning of the days of the 
new year, the actual fact is that 
the End of the age, maybe our 
age, or the age of the worlds.

Then the question comes: what we should do in the New Year 2022?
We need to stand firm to end in our Christian faith despite all kinds of hardships, this can't be done expect through only one way, 

which is to accept the promise of Christ, when He said?
" I am with you always, even to the end of the age'", but accepting this divine promise is not enough at all, we need to be Partakers 
of Christ by holding our confidence steadfast to the end. The straight result of us being partaker 
of Christ and keeping His works to the end, is that- by His grace-, we will have the power over the 

nations.
May the Lord keep you all in His Love, may He keep and protect you in His Name to the last breath.

I wish all of you a Happy New Year

Message for the New Year 2022
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how to survive the ChristMas seasoN
When we talk about Christmas 
what comes to mind? Or rather 
what should come to mind? 
The birth of Christ, Charity and 
spending time with family seems 
to be the obvious answer?
Unfortunately, it’s not that simple 
anymore in 2018. “Christmas 
depression”, “Coping with 
Christmas” and “Holiday blues”. 
These are our headlines today.

This holiday season which 
once symbolised hope, joy 
and a time for gratefulness has 
instead become an untameable 
reminder of loneliness, financial 
burdens and family quarrels. 
How has the definition of 
Christmas warped so much over 
the last few years? Nowadays, it 
essentially represents the exact 
opposite of the birth of Christ.
As you walk into shopping 
centres, you get blown away by 
the number of “SALE” signs, you 
pick your self up only to stumble 
on the “Buy one get one free”. 
That’s ok, you dust yourself off 
and continue your way but an 
“offer ends 30thof Jan” comes at 

you with no warning and you’re 
left there on the floor staring 
at all those beautiful people 
wearing clothes, make up or 
gadgets, which you yourself 
could own for only 50% of the 
price. Of course, at this point, it 
wouldn’t be smart to turn your 
back on all those deals. Think 
of all the things you could have. 
This is the right thing to do and 
maybe along the way you’ll find 
something to buy for the family.

A present for you, and a present 
for family and friends. It sounds 
like a win-win situation.
 “No one can serve two masters, 
for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be 
loyal to the one and despise the 
other. You cannot serve God 
and money.” (Matt 6:24)
Is it really though? Let’s look at it 
from another perspective, what 
if Christmas hadn’t become 
a season of sales, what if the 
shops all closed for a week and 
what if Santa didn’t come this 
year. Maybe then we can walk 
around and see what we’re 

left with. Parents wouldn’t fret 
about having all the presents 
neatly wrapped under the tree, 
no one would complain about 
how stressful all the shopping 
for Christmas is and lastly, we 
would remember why we have 
these holidays in the first place.
We have commercialised 
Christmas so much that now 
generations have grown up not 
realising the foundation of it. It 
is a season to celebrate Jesus. 
This is the time, if not always, we 
remember what He did.

“It is more blessed to give than 
to receive.” (Acts 20:35)

Jesus gave. When given 5 loaves 
and 2 fish, He multiplied it for 
the people, when attending a 
wedding in Galilee He gave them 
wine even though His “time had 
not yet come” and lastly when 
they crucified Him, He gave 
them forgiveness “Father forgive 
them, for they do not know what 
they do” (Luke 23:34)

It might seem that after all of 

that, it is expected from us to 
never step foot inside a shopping 
centre again.

“The Lord is good to all, and His 
mercies are upon all His works” 
(Psalm 145:9)

In everything there are extremes 
and priorities. So rather than 
donating all our money we 
can start small. Change your 
perspective, instead of giving 
presents, give time. Buying a 
boardgame? OK now play with 
them. Buying a pair of shoes? 
take them out. Don’t spend 
all that money on Christmas 
decoration unless you plan on 
enjoying it with others.

So, after all that, how do we 
survive the Christmas season 
without any stress or anxiety?
Put yourself last.

“Just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life a ransom for 
many” (Matthew 20:24)

By: Meray Mansour

SERMONS 

MUSIC 

VIDEOS 

READINGS

UPPER 
ROOM 
MEDIA

APPLE

Upper Room Media is a 
service of the Orthodox church

which brings you fresh 
Christian media in the form of 
sermons, music, blogs, videos 

and much more, everyday!

Bringing the Word of God from a 
timeless faith into your hearts and 

minds anytime, anywhere.

 

CITY LUNCHTIME          
BIBLE STUDY  
                                  
EVERY THURSDAY 
1PM                    
LIVERPOOL ST 
SYDNEY 
 

Location: 
____ 

The Polding Centre 
____ 

Level 5 
____ 

133 Liverpool St 
____ 

Sydney  

MORE INFO 

Contact: 

0416 070 242 

0404 414 923 
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St. Mark Nubian Foundation 
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966) 

P.O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118   FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” 

(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter 2:15”  

 
 

St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:- 
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoi Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer), 

and Emile Girgis (Director and Secretary & Treasurer) 
 
 

(Luke 36:6) 
“A good man deals graciously and lends; He will guide his affairs with 

discretion”  
(Psalm 112:5) 

 
As we are getting closer to the Holy Passion Week, Crucifixion and 
commemoration of His Resurrection; we kindly urge you to remember 
our orphaned children who live in outskirts of Khartoum and are 
looked after by our church over there. It is the perfect time now, 
whereby in Lent our church always reminds us about the deed of 
mercy and to remember and help our needy brethren in both the Sudan 
as well as South Sudan and have mercy on them.  
For your continuous and generous support, kindly forward your 
donation to:- 
 

Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S 
BSB: -   112-879 

A’cc:-   493911231 
A’cc Name:  St. Mark Nubian 

Foundation 
Bank Name:-  St. George Bank 

 
“We can issue with our own Tax deductable Receipt” 

 
“He that pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord”  

(Pro 19:17)                          (LUKE 12:33) 
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It has been yet another year in 
this COVID-19 pandemic and 
without a doubt this continues 
to have a disastrous impact, 
not only on people’s health but 
on their financial and social 
wellbeing. It is also unfortunate 
that the vulnerable people in the 
community are often severely 
affected during these trying 
times, which is why it is of even 
greater importance that we open 
our hands wide to help our less 
fortunate brothers and sisters.   
 
Thanks to the Grace of God, 
during these challenging 
times, St Paul’s Mission has 
not ceased to serve our less 
fortunate brothers and sisters 
on a weekly basis. In fact, 
during the pandemic, St Paul’s 
Mission added another location 
(Ultimo) in Sydney’s CBD (Other 
locations are Wynyard Park, 
Woolloomooloo, Martin Place, 
Wood Chips, and Ward Park), 
where it serves the homeless 
every Wednesday night. On 

Wednesday the 15th of 
December 2021, however, St 
Paul’s Mission did not go and 
serve in the CBD, but rather it 
invited our brothers and Sisters 
in Christ to its annual Christmas 
Party, which was held at St Pope 
Kyrillos VI and St Habib Girgis 
Church Monterey. 
  
Hosting the Christmas party this 
year was yet again a challenge 
to host during the pandemic but 
thanks to the Grace of God the 
annual event went forward due 
to the unwavering commitment 
of the wonderful volunteers 
and the great enthusiasm of 
our beloved guests. In fact, 
it was amazing to see, our 
less fortunate brothers and 
sisters holding high Christmas 
Spirits despite being amidst a 
pandemic, which made hosting 
them a great delight.  
 
The Christmas party had plenty 
to offer our beloved guests, 
which included: 

 • An amazing 
banquet of food, drinks, dessert, 
and hot drinks.  
 • Uplifting live 
performances by Nora, one of 
the very talented youth, who 
performed a lovely assortment 
of Christmas Carols. 
 • A wonderful talk 
given by Fr Yousef in the Church, 
who reassured us that God is in 
control. 
 • A visit from Santa 
to add more Christmas Cheer to 
the event 
 • A nicely prepared 
Christmas Hamper filled with a 
handful of useful gifts to remind 
them of this wonderful event. 

 The homeless were very 
appreciative of the talk given by 
Father Yousef Fanous along with 
all the efforts of the volunteers 
who hosted the Christmas 
Party - you all helped make this 
Christmas Party a wonderful 
and successful night especially 
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic! 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped! 

We strongly encourage the 
youth of Sydney to attend St 
Paul’s Mission, it is a wonderful 
service touching the lives of 
so many people. We meet at 
7:30pm every Wednesday night 
at St Pope Kyrillos VI and St 
Habib Girgis Church, 119 Barton 
St Monterey.  

Also, if you wish to donate to the 
service, the account details are 
as follows: 
Account Name: ST PAULS 
MISSION GROUP 
BSB: 062000 
Account Number: 11335822 

All donations $2 and above 
are tax deductible. For a tax-
deductible receipt contact 
0421630714. Any donation you 
make will help the service and 
will go a long way! God Bless!  

Merry Christmas!!

sYdNeY’s hoMeless hold high ChristMas  
spirits aMidst paNdeMiC.

“‘You shall open your hand wide to your brother, to your poor and your needy, in your land.’” Deuteronomy 15:11
By Andrew Hanna
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ordiNatioN of a New Bishop iN  
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h.h. pope tawadros ii Beautifies the reliCs of st. JohN KaMa at st. MarY 
el-soriaN MoNasterY iN wadi el-NatruN
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