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(For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men) “1 Peter
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St Abraam Church & Pope Shenouda III Coptic Centre
2 Wills Rd, Long Point 2564
Sydney, Australia
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Through the intercession of St Mary & St Abraam, and through the blessing of
His Holiness Pope Tawadros II and His Grace Bishop Daniel

St Abraam Church Invites you to the Spiritual Revival of St Abraam

“Remember the Lord your creator”

Day/ Date Sermon Topic Speaker
Thursday 8/6/17 ‘ . , .
7:30 — 9:00pm Remember His Love Fr Matthew Attia
Friday 9/6/17 ) . , .
7:30 — 9:00pm Remember His Mercy Fr Elijah Iskander
(Feast of St Abraam)
Saturday 10/6/17 ‘Remember His Salvation’ Fr Daniel Fanous
7:30 —9:00pm

May St Abraam’s prayers and intercessions be with us all and may you all have a blessed

and joyful feast of St Abraam.
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Papal Visit 2017

Church Membership Form (to be filled in by people 15 vears and over)
Please fill in the information below in English and as shown on the Driver license or Passport.

Church:

Title: Mr D Mrs D Miss D Master D Gender:

First Name:

Js

Last Name

Country Of Birth

Preferred Language

Confession Father

‘We would like to attend the following functions:

|
|

\ Sydney — Youth meeting — Friday evening

‘ Sydney - Holy Liturgy — Saturday morning

Sydney — General Reception — Saturday evening

Date, time and location of these events will be announced at a later date.

Privacy and Personal Information - Collection, Use and Disclosure of Personal Information

The Coptic Orthodox Church. Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions needs to collect, use and disclose personal information
generally for pastoral and administrative purposes. Not providing us with this personal information may affect our ability to
serve our Coptic congregation.

By providing your personal information to us you acknowledge and consent to:

% The collection and use of your personal information for the Sydney Diocese’s database for the Coptic Orthodox.

% The disclosure of your personal information on a confidential basis to the Coptic Patriarchate of Egypt. Bishop of the
Coptic Sydney Diocese. priests. church committees. bodies and persons deemed concerned with the issue by the Bishop
of the Coptic Sydney Diocese and representatives of these: and

% Where you provide personal information to us about another person. you are authorised to provide that information to us.
and you will inform that person who we are. how we use and disclose their information. and that they can gain access to
that information (unless doing so would pose a serious threat to the life or health of any individual).

DECLARATION

I acknowledge and consent to the collection. use and disclosure of my personal information as per the Privacy and Personal
Information section above.
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We declare that we have read and agree to the confidentiality clauses shown above.

Signature: Date: /——/ 2017

Spouse Signature: Date: /12017

Priest Confirmation

Name:

Signature: Date: /2017
L

editor@elmanara.org.au
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us, “Someone who preaches
to sinners in order to convert
them will save his soul, even if
the people he preaches to are
not actually converted.” How
beautiful is this promise! Our
sins will be covered if only we try
to admonish sinners; success is
not necessarily required for the
reward.

From all of this, we learn that
admonishing one another is a
Christian duty and responsibility.
We all need to regularly
admonish one another, because
this is how we encourage each

other to mature in the faith. If any
one of you was weak and falling
into temptation, wouldn’t you
want your brothers and sisters
to love you enough to speak to
you about it? Or would you want
them to be indifferent and leave
you alone? Just as we want this
done to us, we should do it to
others. This is one of the many
things that binds us together
as the Church, the Body of
Christ. Our salvation cannot be
accomplished individually, but
rather, it must be accomplished
through koinonia, through the
fellowship brought about by

mutual admonition.

So, what should a person do if
their close friend invites them to
a same-sex wedding? If it were
me, | would tell my friend that,
although | love him dearly and
want every joy for him, | simply
cannot agree with this lifestyle,
because my first love is for God.1
If he is open to understanding
my viewpoint more, | would
share the good news of the
Gospel and speak about the life
of holiness to which God has
called all mankind. If he is not
open to my viewpoint and quickly
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labels me a bigot or as one who
is intolerant, | would remind him
that my love for him has not
changed and that | will always
be there for him in anything that
does not contradict my loyalty
towards God. If that friend
chooses to abandon me, it will
be because of his intolerance,
not mine. As for me, | will be
content in the blessings God
promises to those who show
love by admonishing others in
all love and humility.

by St. Augustine

Let not your heart be troubled:1
believe in God, believe also in
Me. In My Father’s house are
many mansions: if it were not so,
| would have told you, that | go to
prepare a place for you. And if |
go and prepare a place for you, |
come again, and will receive you
unto Myself; that where | am,
there ye may be also (Jn 14:1-3).
We must lift ourselves up, my
brethren, to God with greater
intentness, that as the words
of the holy Gospel have now
sounded in our ears, we may
also in whatever sort be able
to take them in with the mind.
For the Lord Jesus says, “Let
not your heart be troubled.
Believe in God, believe also in
Me.” So that they might not as
men fear death, and therefore
be troubled, He consoles them,
assuring them that He is also
God. “Believe,” says He, “in
God, and believe in Me.” For
it follows, that if you believe in
God, you ought also to believe
in Me: which would not follow,
if Christ were not God. Believe
in God, and believe in Him to
Whom it is nature, not robbery,
to be equal with God: for He
emptied Himself, yet not losing
the form of God, but taking the
form of a servant. You fear death
for this form of a servant: let not
your heart be troubled; the form
of God shall raise that to life
again.

But what is this that follows, “In
My Father’s house are many
mansions,” but, that they were
also afraid for themselves?
Wherefore it was meet to be
said to them, “Let not your heart
be troubled.” For which of them
would not be afraid, when to
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Peter, the more confident and
forward, it was said, “The cock
shall not crow until you have
denied Me three times?” As
if then they must perish from
Him, with good reason were
they troubled: but when they are
told, “In the house of My Father
are many mansions: if it were
not so, | would have told you,
that | go to prepare a place for
you,” they are refreshed from
their  perturbation, assured
and confident that even after
perils of temptations they shall
dwell where Christ is, with
God. For albeit one be stronger
than another, one wiser than
another, one more righteous
than another, one holier than
another; in the Father’s house
are many mansions; none of
them shall be estranged from
that house; where there shall be
a mansion for each according
to his deserving. True, they all
equally receive that penny which
the Householder commands to
be given to all them which have
wrought in the vineyard; in that,
making no distinction who have
labored less and who more:
by which penny of course is
signified eternal life, where none
lives more than other, because
living hath no diverse measure in
eternity. But the many mansions
signify the diverse dignities of
merits in the one life eternal.
For there is one glory of the
sun, another glory of the moon,
another glory of the stars: for one
star differs from another star in
glory; so also is the resurrection
of the dead. As the stars, the
saints have allotted unto them
diverse mansions of diverse
glory: as those in the firmament,
so they in the kingdom; but as

touching the one penny, none
is separated from the kingdom:
and so shall God be all in all,
that, since God is love, by love
it shall come to pass, that what
they severally have shall be
common to all. For so is each
one himself the haver, when he
loves in the other what himself
hath not. So shall there not be
any invidiousness of unequal
glory, since the unity of charity
shall reign in all.

Therefore they are to be rejected
from a Christian heart, who
imagine that this saying of the
many mansions means, that
without the kingdom of heaven
there will be some condition
wherein may dwell the blessed
innocents who have departed
this life without baptism, seeing
that without it they shall not be
able to enter into the kingdom
of heaven. This faith is not faith,
because it is not the true and
catholic faith. What? ye foolish
people and blinded with carnal
imaginations, whereas ye would
deserve to be reprobated, if
ye should separate from the
kingdom of heaven the mansion,
| do not say of Peter or of Paul
or of any of the Apostles, but of
any soever baptized little one,
do ye not think ye deserve to
be reprobated, that ye separate
therefrom the House of God the
Father? For the Lord saith not, In
the whole world, or, In the whole
creation, or, In the Life or Bliss
everlasting, are many mansions,
but, In My Father’s house are
many mansions. Is not this the
house where we have a building
of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens?
Is not this the house, of which

we sing to the Lord, Blessed are
they that dwell in Thine house;
for ever and ever they shall praise
Thee? And will ye then dare to
separate from the kingdom of
heaven, not the house of any
baptized brother, but the house
of God the Father Himself, to
Whom all we the brethren say,
Our Father, Which art in heaven;
or dare so to divide it, that some
of its mansions shall be in the
kingdom of heaven, others out
of the kingdom of heaven? God
forbid! forbid it, that they who
wish to dwell in the kingdom of
heaven, should wish to dwell
with you in this foolishness;
forbid it, | say, that whereas
every house of reigning sons
cannot be elsewhere than in
the kingdom, of the royal house
itself there should be some part
not in the kingdom.

And if | go and prepare a place
for you, | will come again, and
receive you unto Myself; that
where | am, there ye may be also.
And whither | go ye know, and
the way ye know. O Lord Jesus,
how goest Thou to prepare a
place, if already there are many
mansions in Thy Father’s house,
where Thine shall dwell with
Thee? Or, if Thou receivest them
to Thyself, how comest Thou
again, Who goest not hence?
These things, my beloved, if we
shall essay to expound briefly, as
much as seems enough for to-
day’s discourse, being crowded
they will surely not be cleared
up, and the very brevity will be
fresh obscurity: therefore let us
defer this debt, to pay it you at a
more convenient season, as the
Father of our household shall
bestow the ability.

14 editor@elmanara.org.au
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