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As St. Luke mentions in
the book of Acts that the
Lord came: “To open their
eyes and to turn them from
darkness to light” (Acts
26:18).

This virtue is important for
us because:

It encourages us to go to
Christ, who is our guide
and our refreshing light
And also, the Lord is giving
us a good example of how
to be compassionate and
useful in the world, and
for this reason, the words
that our beloved Lord
Jesus said about Himself,
He also said to us, saying:
“You are the light of the
world, let your light shine”
This conversation which
took  place  between
Jesus and His disciples
was in order for our Lord
to open the eyes and
understanding of His
disciples. And after He did
this, He then turned his
attention to opening the
eyes of the blind man...

2. The second is the
miracle that Jesus did
when He cured the blind
man.

i) The method that our
beloved Lord Jesus Christ
used in healing this blind
man is significant. He
could have healed him
with just one word, but the
Lord is showing us that
everything He does, He
does for a reason.

The 1st thing we notice is
that the Lord put clay to
the blind man’s eyes, but
why? It is a known fact that
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“THE MAN WHO WAS BORN BLIND”

if you put clay on a surface,
such as the skin, it will dry
up and close the skin. So
why did the Lord use this
method? Perhaps He did
this because He wants us
to feel our own dryness
and blindness and sin
before He gives us sight
and healing. St Paul in his
conversion was “struck
blind” for 3 days and then
the scales fell from his
eyes. And then after his
conversion, St Paul tells
us that in order for us
to get spiritual wisdom,
“Let a man become a
fool that he may be wise”
(1 Corinthians  3:18).
Therefore, in the same way
that clay dries and closes
up the surface, we must
be aware of our blindness
and burden of sin in
order for us to be healed,
through repentance, to
see the light.

Secondly, by applying the
clay with His holy hands,
He is showing us that it
was His same mighty hand
which first formed man out
of clay.

And thirdly, putting the
clay or the eye-salve on
the blind man’s eyes,
symbolises the healing
and opening of the eyes
of the mind and the heart
to the word of the Lord. It
is only when we come to
know our beloved Lord
Jesus Christ, that our eyes
are opened, and this is
the purpose of the Gospel
— to open our eyes to the
truth. The eye-salve that
helps us to see, has been
personally made by our
Lord — it is made up of
His holy, redeeming blood
and water that came forth
from His pierced side. So
we must come to the Lord
Jesus in order that He may
put on us His eye-salve
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(Jonn 9: 1-38)
so that we may be able to
see. In Revelation 3:18 we
read the words of the Lord
Jesus Christ who said: “I
counsel you to buy from
me gold refined in the fire
that you may be rich, and
white garments that you
may be clothed... and
anoint your eyes with eye-
salve, that you may see.”
Only the Lord is able and
appointed to heal our
blindness, as we read in
Isaiah the words of the
Lord who said: “the Spirit
of the Lord is upon Me,
because He has anointed
me to... give sight to the
blind” (Isaiah 49:8).
i) The Lord then tells the
blind man to “Go, wash
in the pool of Siloam”.
The Lord here used 2
important phrases:
Number 1: He told the man
to “Go” : symbolically, the
Lord is telling each one
of us to ‘Go’, search the
scriptures, pray, attend
spiritual meetings, seek
the advice of your spiritual
fathers, in order that you
may overcome spiritual
blindness and come close
to God.
Number 2: He told the
man to “wash”. in other
words, be cleansed and
be purified. The washing
symbolises the waters of
baptism through which
we are buried and risen
up with Christ. And it also
represents the spiritual
cleansing that happens
with tears of repentance.
And for this reason,
repentance is called the
“second baptism”. The
washing and re-generation
also symbolises the blood
of the Lord, through which
we are saved and have
eternal life.
But there is also another
reason why the Lord
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asked the blind man to go
and wash in the pool, and
that is because the Lord
was testing his obedience.
The Lord made the miracle
on the Sabbath Day, which
according to Jewish law
was forbidden, so the
Lord wanted to test if the
blind man would listen
to Him and risk being
punished by the elders in
the Synagogue. And of
course, the man obeyed
the Lord. This shows us
that whoever comes into
contact with the Lord
and experiences His love,
must live and abide by His
commandments.

In this verse, it s
interesting to note that
St John mentions the
significance of the name
of the pool, which is called
‘Siloam’, meaning ‘Sent’.
Jesus Christ is often
called the “Sent of God” or
the “Messenger of God”
(Malachi 3:1). So what this
means is that when Jesus
sent the blind man to wash
in the pool, He was in fact
sending the blind man to
Himself, because Jesus
is all in all, and the healing
and salvation of all our
souls. Therefore, Jesus
directs us to Himself
saying, asking us to go
wash in the fountain of life.
And after the blind man
went and washed, he
came back seeing. When
he washed the clay from
his eyes, all the other dirt
was removed as well, and
so he was able to see.
This is just like when we
are washed with tears
of repentance, all our
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“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to
harmyou, plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah 29:11
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