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In this
interesting to note that
St John mentions the
significance of the name
of the pool, which is called
‘Siloam’, meaning ‘Sent’.

verse, it is

Jesus Christ is often
called the “Sent of God” or
the “Messenger of God”
(Malachi 3:1). So what this
means is that when Jesus
sent the blind man to wash
in the pool, He was in fact
sending the blind man to
Himself, because Jesus
is all in all, and the healing
and salvation of all our
souls. Therefore, Jesus
directs us to Himself
saying, asking us to go
wash in the fountain of life.
And after the blind man
went and washed, he
came back seeing. When
he washed the clay from
his eyes, all the other dirt
was removed as well, and
so he was able to see.
This is just like when we
are washed with tears
of repentance, all our
sins disappear, and we
come out illuminated and
enlightened and refreshed,
and able to see the glory
of God once more.

This poor blind man went
to the pool weak, and
came back strong. He
went in sadness, and came
back rejoicing. He went
trembling, and came back
victorious. He went blind
and came back seeing.

3. And the final point
is the conversation that
Jesus had with the blind
man after he was healed.
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“THE MAN WHO WAS BORN BLIND”

Jesus knew that when the
Pharisees saw and heard
the confession of the blind
man, they rejected him
and cast him out. For this
reason we are told that
Jesus went to search for
him. This shows us some
very important aspects
about our beloved Lord
Jesus Christ:

i) He loved this man
very much, and knowing
that he was rejected, the
Lord searched for him and
found him, so that He can
encourage and comfort
him. But why? Because
the blind man
witnessed for
Christ and spoke
bravely about
Him. What this
means for us is
that:

- Jesus will
always  support
and comfort those
who witness for
Him. He keeps an
account, and will
reward each one
according to his
deeds.

- Jesus
gives special
notice to those
who suffer for
His sake. This
poor blind man
suffered from the
Pharisees when he was
witnessing for Jesus, and
for this reason, Jesus
searched for him so that
his comfort will be much
more than his afflictions.
ii) The next thing our
Lord did was examine his
faith by asking him: “Do
you believe in the Son of
God?” (v 35) By asking
this, the Lord was asking
him ‘do you expect His
coming, and are you ready
to receive and embrace
Him when He is revealed
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(Jonn 9: 1-38)

to you?’ This poor man
showed his willingness to
accept and believe and
embrace the Messiah, and
so he said: “Who is He
Lord that | may believe?”

iii) The Lord then
immediately revealed
Himself saying, “You have
both seen Him and it is He
who is talking to you.” (v
37) This proves to us that
if we honestly seek and
desire the Lord, He will
reveal Himself to us, just
like in the situation with
the Samaritan woman. By
faith, we see Jesus and
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we see His beauty and
His glory and His love
for us. And at the same
time, Jesus talks to us
by His word and Spirit,
if we desire Him - just
like the way He spoke to
the 2 disciples after the
resurrection and warmed
their hearts. Jesus is
always near to those who
seek Him, even if they are
not aware.

iv) As a result, the
man who was blind
replied: “Lord, | believe.”
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He first believed with the
heart and therefore he
confessed with his mouth,
and so he “worshipped
Him”, therefore he was
acknowledging Jesus as
God.

V) The Lord then said
to him a very important
statement, which is: “For
judgement | have come
into this world that those
who do not see may see
and those who see may be
made blind”...(v39) In this
statement, Jesus speaks
about the reason why
He came into the world:
and He says “for
judgement?”.
He came to
put in order the
administration
and affairs of the
kingdom of God
on Earth, and He
has been given
authority to do
this. Here Jesus is
speaking as a king
upon a throne,
and as a judge
upon the bench.
The 1st point
is concerning
judgement:

May the LORD
bless you all
through the
intercessions  of
our Lady Virgin
St. Mary and the prayers
of our beloved Father of
Fathers His Holiness Pope
Tawadros Il. May the Lord
keep him safely for many
years to come and help
him to serve His Kingdom
on earth.
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S FROM
THE CONSULATE OF
U EGYPT IN SYDNEY.

For those interested in acquiring the Egyptian ID or renewing it,
please register as we have to have 200 names to be able to get a
delegation from Egypt.

The number and names of members of the Egyptian community
wishing to issue national ID cards for the first time, are currently
being counted.

Notify the Consulate of your request by sending an email
containing

1- Name

2- Date of birth

3- Mobile phone number

4- Personal email

5- Name of state and city of residence

6- A clear photocopy of the computerized birth
certificate.

If you would like to renew your national ID, please add a copy of
your current ID.

T, CONSULATE OF
EGYPT IN SYDNEY.
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AEFC Hosts THE ANNUAL RAMADAN IFTAR,
UNITING THE EGYPTIAN COMMUNITY IN NSW

The Australian Egyptian

Forum Council - AEFC
had the pleasure of
organizing its annual

Ramadan Iftar, a special
occasion that coincided
this year with the Holy
Lent. This unique
convergence provided a
meaningful opportunity
for a diverse gathering
of distinguished guests,
representing the
Egyptian community
overseas, to come
together in unity and
celebration.

Among the esteemed
guests of honour were:

His Excellency
Mohamed Khalil, the
Consul General of Egypt
to Sydney

Esteemed Sheikh
Ahmed Rayan, delegate
of the Egyptian Ministry
of Endowments (Awqaf)
His Grace Bishop Daniel,
Bishop of Sydney and
its affiliated regions

Dr. Bahia Betty ABOU-

HAMAD - OAM,
President of the
Association for the

Development of Poetry

& Heritage

Mrs. Maha Bishara,
delegate of the President
of  the Citizenship
Committee of the
Egyptian Abroad Union
Fr. Yousef Fanous, Chief
Editor of El-Manara
Coptic Magazine

Mr. Paul Sedrak, former

Councillor of Bayside
Council
Dr. Farag Gobran,

Founder of AEFC, and
his wife Mrs. Sue'ad
Dr. Effat Shehata,
Country  Director of
Aghaby TV Channel

to these
guests,
prominent
from the
Egyptian Muslim
Community along
with AEFC members,
friends, and supporters
were in attendance,
strengthening the
bonds of the Egyptian
community in NSW.

In addition

distinguished
several
figures

AEFC President,
Michael T. Zaki, warmly
welcomed the guests,
congratulating them

on the blessed month
of Ramadan and Holy
Lent. He expressed his
thanks on behalf of the
AEFC for their presence

and highlighted the
significance  of  this
annual event, which

brings together various
representatives of the
Egyptian community
to foster relationships
and share in a warm,
authentic Egyptian
atmosphere.

During the event, AEFC
Vice  President, Dr.
Wafik Latif, addressed
attendees regarding
an ongoing initiative to
collect Expressions of
Interest from Egyptians
in Australia who wish
to obtain or renew their
Egyptian National ID,
particularly those who

have never had one
before.

The evening featured
thoughtful remarks

from both Esteemed
Sheikh Ahmed Rayan
and His Grace Bishop
Daniel, who extended

their greetings to
the attendees and
appreciation to AEFC
for organising such a
meaningful  gathering.
The event concluded
with a heartfelt thank-
you message from His
Excellency, the Consul

General of  Egypt,
acknowledging the
importance of such

events in strengthening
the Egyptian diaspora’s
connections.

The AEFC extends its
sincere gratitude to all
guests and participants
for making this annual
Ramadan Iftar a truly
memorable  occasion.
A special thank you
goes to AEFC Treasurer
Victor Bassily, whose
significant  efforts in
organising this event
played a crucial role in
its success. The council
remains committed
to fostering unity and
cultural engagement
within the Egyptian-
Australian community.
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