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To the blessed priests,
deacons, servants,
congregation of the diocese
of Sydney, and all, the peace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with us all.

| would like to congratulate all
of you for the above Feast and
by the grace of God, | would
like to share with you some
points about this great Feast,
as follows:

A = The verse of the sermon:
Hosea 11: 1:” “When Israel
was a child, | loved him,

And out of Egypt | called My
son.”.

B = Title of the sermon:
“Why our Lord Jesus Christ
escaped to Egypt? And what
are the lessons that we can
learn from the visit of the Holy
Family to the Land of Egypt?”.

C = The points of the sermon:

1= Our Lord Jesus Christ
escaped to Egypt as many
of His great prophets visited
Egypt on many occasions,
before His blessed visit, we
will mention some of them
below:

11= The father of all nations
Abram visited Egypt seeking
refuge because of the great
famine that happened in
his country, as we read in
Genesis 12:10:” 10 Now there
was a famine in the land, and
Abram went down to Egypt to
dwell there, for the famine was
severe in the land.

1.2= The brothers of the
righteous Joseph sold him
to the Ishmaelites, and those
people brought Joseph to the
Land of Egypt, as we read
in Gensis 37:28:" 28 Then
Midianite traders passed
by; so the brothers pulled
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Joseph up and lifted him out
of the pit, and sold him to the
Ishmaelites for twenty shekels
of silver. And they took Joseph
to Egypt.

1.3= And as the Lord was
with Joseph the righteous,
he became ruler over all the
land of Egypt, as we read
in Genesis 41:41” 41 And
Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See,
| have set you over all the land
of Egypt.”

1.4= So, Joseph the righteous
requested from the Pharo
of Egypt to bring his father
Jacoub and all his family to
the land of Egypt, but Jacoub
was afraid, however the Lord
encouraged him to go to
Egypt, as we read in Genesis
45: 3-4:” 3 So He said, “l am
God, the God of your father;
do not fear to go down to
Egypt, for | will make of you a
great nation there. 4 | will go
down with you to Egypt, and
| will also surely bring you up
again; and Joseph will put his
hand on your eyes.”

1.5= Jeremaiah the great
prophet visited the land of
Egypt and lived there for a
period of time, as we read
in Jeremaiah 43:5-7:” 5 But
Johanan the son of Kareah
and all the captains of the
forces took all the remnant
of Judah who had returned
to dwell in the land of Judah,
from all nations where they
had been driven— 6 men,
women, children, the king’s
daughters, and every person
whom  Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard had
left with Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
and Jeremiah the prophet and
Baruch the son of Neriah. 7 So
they went to the land of Egypt,
for they did not obey the voice
of the LORD. And they went as
far as Tahpanhes.

2= The Holy Family visited the
Land of Egypt, the number of
the Hebrews were increased,
and the Arch-prophets
Moses, the Archpriest Haron
were born in Egypt:

21=

The People of Israel
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stayed in Egypt, as we read
in Deuteronomy 29:16:” 16
for you know that we dwelt
in the land of Egypt and that
we came through the nations
which you passed by”.

2.2= The name of the mother
of Moses the Arch-Prophets
and Haron the Arch priests,
and their sister Mariam, was
Jochebed , she was born in
the Land of Egypt, and she
begot Moses, Haron and
Mariam in the Land of Egypt
as well, as we read in the
Numbers 26: 59:” 59 The
name of Amram’s wife was
Jochebed the daughter of
Levi, who was born to Levi in
Egypt; and to Amram she bore
Aaron and Moses and their
sister Miriam.”.

2.3=The Lord kept the People
of Israel from strikes that he
put on the Egyptians, as the
Egyptian refused to let the
people of Israel leave Egypt,
as we read in Numbers 8:
17: “ 17 For all the firstborn
among the children of lIsrael
are Mine, both man and beast;
on the day that | struck all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt |
sanctified them to Myself.”.

2.4= The Lord sent Moses to
the land of Egypt to bring His
people out of Egypt , as we
read in Exodus 3: 10-12:” 10
Come now, therefore, and |
will send you to Pharaoh that
you may bring My people, the
children of Israel, out of Egypt,
11 But Moses said to God,
“Who am | that | should go
to Pharaoh, and that | should
bring the children of Israel out
of Egypt?, 12 So He said, “I
will certainly be with you. And
this shall be a sign to you that
| have sent you: When you
have brought the people out
of Egypt, you shall serve God
on this mountain.”

3= The Holy Family visited
the land of Egypt so as to
fulfil the prophesies that
were mentioned in the Old
Testament about this, and |
will mention three prophesies
below as follows:

3.1= Isaiah the Great Prophet
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prophesied about the visit of
the Holy Family to the land of
Egypt, as we read in Isaiah
19:1:” The burden against
Egypt., Behold, the LORD
rides on a swift cloud, And
will come into Egypt; The idols
of Egypt will [b]totter at His
presence, And the heart of
Egypt will melt in its midst.”.

3.2= Also, Isaiah the prophet
prophesied that there will
be an Altar to the Lord in the
Midst of the land of Egypt, we
read in Isaiah 19:19-20:” 19 In
that day there will be an altar
to the LORD in the midst of the
land of Egypt, and a pillar to
the LORD at its border. 20 And
it will be for a sign and for a
witness to the LORD of hosts
in the land of Egypt; for they
will cry to the LORD because
of the oppressors, and He
will send them a Savior and
a Mighty One, and He will
deliver them.”.

3.3= The Lord blessed the
people of Egypt, as we read
in Isaiah19:25:” 25 whom the
LORD of hosts shall bless,
saying, “Blessed is Egypt My
people, and Assyria the work
of My hands, and Israel My
inheritance.”

4= The significance of the
meanings of the visit of the
Holy Family to the land of

Egypt:

41= The visit of the Holy
Family to the land of Egypt
was by Divine directions, as
we read in Matthew 2:13:” 13
Now when they had departed,
behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, “Arise, take the
young Child and His mother,
flee to Egypt, and stay there
until | bring you word; for
Herod will seek the young
Child to destroy Him.”

4.2= He who escapes from
the evil is more stronger and
powerful than the evil person.
The Holy Family escaped
from the evil plan of King
Herod, who planned to Kill
the Baby Jesus as we read in
Mathew 2:16:” 16 Then Herod,
when he saw that he was
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deceived by the wise men,
was exceedingly angry; and
he sent forth and put to death
all the male children who were
in Bethlehem and in all its
districts, from two years old
and under, according to the
time which he had determined
from the wise men.

4.3= Other significant meaning
is to accept the tiredness
during the escape and during
the services to others, the
Holy Family travelled a long
distance with quick means

of travelling at that time. The
Lord will reward everyone
according to his sufferings.

4.4= The visit of the Holy
Family to the land of Egypt was
for preaching the Egyptians to
know the only one God our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Logos
of the Father, as Egypt at
that time used to worship the
idols and the story proved
in the History of the Coptic
Orthodox Church that by the
preaching of the Holy Family
the first person who believed

in Christ named Wadamon or
Eudemon and he became the
first Martyr as his friend the
Pagans killed him whey they
knew that he followed Christ.

4.5= The visit of the Holy
Family to the land of Egypt had
another historical dimension,
the places in which the Holy
Family visited in Egypt, still
exist until this day, and here
we would like to thank His
Holiness Pope Tawadros |l
for his deep care about this
history and also we would like
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to thank president Sisi for his
care about these places in the
land of Egypt.

| wish you all, happy Feast of
the Feast of our Lord Jesus
Christ entering the Land of

Egypt.

Please pray for me.

Bishop Daniel

Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese
of Sydney & Affiliated Regions

NATIONAL PRIESTS CONFERENCE

By: Fr Meena Awad

In today’s fast-paced
world, we often consider
it a blessing to encounter
our beloved Coptic
Orthodox  priests in
everyday life—at church,
during pastoral visits,

or simply in passing.
Yet, from Monday, 19th
May to Thursday, 22nd

May, many noticed
their sudden absence.
Why? Because during
those sacred days, an
extraordinary event
was taking place: a

nationwide priestly
conference, hosted
by the vibrant and

welcoming Diocese of
Melbourne.
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This beautiful gathering
brought together over
90 priests and 3 bishops
from across Australia.
It was more than just
a conference—it was

a profound spiritual
encounter, marked
by love, learning, and
unity. The presence

and guidance of our
beloved bishops made
the  occasion  truly
memorable:

° His Grace Bishop
Daniel, with his deep
humility and gentle
fatherhood, set the tone
for spiritual leadership
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rooted in love.

° His Grace Bishop
Domadious, drawing
from his rich clerical

experience, offered
insights that inspired
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in their service.

° His Grace Bishop
Joseph, radiating a
genuine and fervent love
for God, moved hearts
with his authenticity and
pastoral wisdom.

To be taught by such
shepherds of the faith
was a true privilege.
Yet the most powerful
takeaway wasn’t just
the wisdom shared
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the clergy
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from the podium—it was
the unbreakable bond
of brotherhood that
grew among the priests
themselves.

conference, the spirit
of unity was palpable.
Young priests from
Melbourne sat at the
feet of elder priests
from Sydney, absorbing
wisdom passed down
through decades of
ministry. Newly ordained
clergy from Sydney
were lovingly guided by
seasoned priests from
Brisbane. Across every
session and meal, there
nTonl gydts
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