Issue:1283 - 224 6 July 2025 Sunday 29 Paone 1741

\ :MANARA
yprivg
oo

”

o R~ -
2 /4
NREAE ¢ X, -
o P 4 -
>, g - == <0

'\- =~ a8 v ..

i . v A

/ [

"b-

7
/4 =/,

_: \r
AN {\ N ;._'/j,‘. Vi ‘{57//2
i A s \.‘ -.v > 5 4 " Ko ~'

)// o '
satd . 1, é,ﬁ.._' £

COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH

& DIOCESE OF SYDNEY
‘ & AFFILIATED REGIONS
. —F

SW « QLD

Magazine published by the Coptic Orthodox Church Sydney under the guidance of H.G Bishop Daniel




1. The Birth of Christ:-

1.1:- is the fulfiiment of
the prophesies:

a. (Genesis3:15) "And |
will put enmity between
you (serpent) and the
woman, and between
your seed and her seed;
He shall bruise your
head"

b. "For unto us a child
is born, unto us a Son
was given; and the
government  will be
upon His shoulder; and
His name will be called
wonderful, counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace
of the increase of His
government and peace
there will be no end upon
the Throne of David
and over His Kingdom."

(Isaiah9:6-7)
1.2:- is by the
announcement of

Archangel Gabriel, who
was sent by God to St.
Mary. Last week the
same Angel appeared to
Zacharias, to announce
the birth of John the
Baptist, and this time
the Angel was sent to
St. Mary. The Angel was
sent to man and woman,
so the Angel can deal
with man and women,
no discrimination.
1.3:- The Angel was sent
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after one month after the
spread of the news of St.
Johns' birth, because
Elizabeth hid herself 5
months, and he was
sent in the sixth month
to St. Mary. The time
of the announcement is
important because it is
time for helping others,
"“Now Mary arose in
those days and went
into the hill country with
haste to a city of Judah
and entered the house of
Zacharias and greeted
Elizabeth." (Luke1:39)

1.4:- "The Angel was sent
to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth" (Lukel:26) to
announce the Birth of
Christ and this city, had
a bad reputation. "Phillip
found Nathaniel and
said to him, 'we have
found Him of whom
Moses in the law and
also the Prophets wrote-
Jesus of Nazareth, the
Son of Joseph;' and
Nathaniel said to him,
'‘can  anything good
come out of Nazareth?"
"(John1:45-46)

1.5:- The Birth of Christ
was from a virgin for
these reasons:-

a.There is nothing
impossible in  the
eyes of the Lord, last
week we saw a barren
woman conceived a
babe.

b.to fulfil the prophecy
said by Isaiah:
"therefore the Lord
Himself will give us
a sign, Behold, The
Virgin shall conceive
and bear a Son,
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Lukel:26-38

and shall call His
name Emmanuel"
(Isaiah7:14)

c.if He will be born from
an ordinary man and
woman, He will be like
us human beings, and
this is not the case as
He is the Son of God.

d.If He will be born from
a barren woman, it
will be a miracle, but
He will be like us also,
human being.

e.to show us the
importance of virginity
and purity.

f. Because anyone who
will be born from a
husband and wife
will die, even if he is
from the King's family
and his kingdom will
end, but this is not
the case, because the
kind of the babe Jesus
will not end: "And of
His Kingdom there will
be no end" (Luke1:33),
"He is the son of the
Highest" (Lukel:32)

g.to let the whole Trinity
share in the salvation
of human beings, "the
Holy Spirit will come
upon vyou, and the
power of the Highest
will overshadow you,
therefore that- the
Holy One, who is to
born will be called the
Son of God" (Luke1:35)

h.Because the Son of
God cannot be born
from the seed of man,
which contains sin:
"And in sin my mother
conceived me" (Psalm
51:5)

The Angel Gabriel
announced to St Mary,
that she will give birth to
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the promised Messiah!

St Mary was a young,
simple girl. But because
of her great faith, she
accepted the news of
the Angel, and therefore
she was blessed.

Today, we will mention
many beautiful qualities
about St Mary. For
example...

HER HOLINESS
& STRENGTH OF

FAITH...
e Because the Lord
Jesus Christ is the

incarnated God, it was
necessary that His
mother is also holy.

¢St Augustine said:
“Mary first conceived
Christ in her heart
by faith, before she
Him conceived in her
womb.”

e Also, her cousin
Elizabeth greeted her
saying: “Blessed is
she who believed!”
— this means, that St
Mary wore the crown
of faith, more than
everyone else.

e When the angel was
speaking with St Mary,
she responded with
holiness and humility
and quietness. Her
response also showed
that she was used to
contemplating, on the
promises of the Old
Testament.

¢ And although St Mary
was blessed above
all women, she still
showed great humility
and unworthiness,
when she refers to
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202 MBGHOMT
herself as ‘the maid-
servant of the Lord’
(Luke 1 verse 38).

e Purity of heart and
strength of faith was
among the flowers of
St Mary’s Character,
that’s why she didn’t
doubt the Angel’s
words, but she asked
intelligent  questions
about how she can
be a mother if she
is a virgin. But after
the Angel explained
the situation to her,
she said with full
confidence : “Let it
be according to your
word” (Luke 1:38)

St Mary was called
‘Highly Favoured
One’, because she
is holy, and she was
Full of Grace, and she
became the mother of
the Lord, who is the
Author of Grace...

+By Divine grace, St
Mary was perfect in
spirit and in body, in
order for her to receive
the Lord. But she was
stillin need of salvation,
and that’s why she
says in Luke 1:47..’My
spirit has rejoiced in
God my Saviour.’

+This same Divine Grace
sanctified her, so that
she could become the
True holy of holies, and
the Second Heaven,
for Christ to dwell in.
And that’s why she is
called; ‘The Mother of
Light’, ‘The Mother of
Life’, “The Mother of
the Holy One’.

+At the moment of
incarnation, when St
Mary was bearing the
Son of God, who is
the Author of Grace,
she received a unique

perfection.

+Only she is Highly
Favoured and Full of
Grace because no
one else gained her
grace — which is to be
filled with the Author of
Grace!

It is a great mystery, that

our beloved Mother St

Mary was:

IX.Clothed with Divine
Grace, as if she was
wearing a garment;

X. Her soul was filled
with Divine wisdom
(which is evident in
the prophetic song
she said to Elizabeth);

Xl.In her heart, she
was married and
consecrated to God;

Xll. And so, in her womb,
she contained He who
cannot be contained!

o} For this, she
was surely the ‘Highly

for
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Favoured one!’

Let us ask our Mother
St Mary St Mary
her prayers and
intercessions so that
we may be able to fulfill
the commandments
of her beloved Son
Jesus Christ, we ask
this through the prayers
of our beloved Father
of Fathers HH Pope
Tawadros Il , may the
Lord keep his life for
many years to come to
serve God’s Kingdom
on earth .

Bishop Daniel

Bishop of the Coptic
Orthodox Diocese of Sydney
& Affiliated Regions

It is with deep joy and
heartfelt gratitude that
| welcome you all to
this sacred gathering
as we come together
in prayer for Christian
unity, marking a truly
historic milestone—the
1700th  Anniversary of
the Nicene Creed.

1= The Frist
Ecumenical Council in
Nicaea in the year 325

AD in points:
1.1: There were many
reasons, but the main
reason was the heresy
of Arius (Born ¢.250, or
260 Libya — died 336,
Constantinople {now
Istanbul, Turkey} i.e.

his age was 86 or 76
years old ) , a Christian
Priest in Alexandria, who
iylfr bBMHXp b F
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THE PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
COMMEMORAITON THE 1700TH ANNIVERSARYOF NICENE CREED

believed that: “The Son
of God (Christ) is not
equal to the Father, he
went further and said
that the Son of God, is
not co-eternal or co-
exist with the Father .
Arius also, claimed that
Christ is not divine but a
created being.

1.2: Arius also denied
that Christ was:” of
one substance with the
Father”

1.3: The reason behind
the heresy of Arius was
his previous studies
under Lucian of Antioch,
who introduced him to
suspicious teachings of
a Gnostic nature
Ariusbasedhisteachings
on a number of Biblical
texts including: “The
Father is areater than I”
iy I3 UIOF

{John 14: 28}, and, He is
the image of the invisible
God, the first born of
creation {Col. 1:1}.

1.4: God created the Son,
because God wanted to
create the world, and
as the Nature of God
can’t create the material
world directly, so, God,
created the Logos to
create the world, and
according to Arius the
Son is a mediator being
between God and the
world.

Based on Arius’s above
teachings, arise a great
division shake the whole
church and the Roman
Empire .

2= The official offices
of the members of
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the Coptic Orthodox
Church attending

the First Ecumenical
Council in Nicaea?

2.1: Three were elected
members of the FEC
to write the Canons of
the FEC, two of them
were from the Coptic
Orthodox Church: Pope
Alexander the 19th, and
his deacon Athanasius. It
is significant to mention
that the style of the
writings of the Canons
of the FEC was a similar
style of the writings of
Athanasius .

2.2 The famous
Athanasius of Alexandria
helped formulate the
original version of Nicene
Creed (325 C.E.).

Continuing next issue
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