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The gospel reading of
today is about Jesus
raising Lazarus from
the dead. But the
gospel reading also has
a deeper message -
which is is the message
of Repentance. And this
is what the Lord wants
to tell us today.

When the Lord raised
Lazarus from the dead,
He said 2 important
things which refer to
the spiritual message of
repentance:

++
When the Lord raised
Lazarus from the dead,
He said 2 important
things:

1. In verse 39 He
said: “Take away the
stone from the door of
the tomb.

2. In verse 44 He
said: "Loose him, and let
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JESUS RAISES LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD

GOSPEL READING : Joun 11:1-45

him go."

And both these phrases
carry a spiritual
meaning, which relates
to repentance.

+++
1:“Take away the stone
from the door of the

tomb?”:

The Lord asked for |
the stoneto be taken
away because:

e The stone
symbolises sin,
and anything

which blocks the
way between us
and God |

e So the Lord
is telling us to |
remove the
stone, so that
Christ can enter
into our hearts

e The Lord is
teling us to
remove the stone,
so that we can see
the Lord without any
barrier.

e The Lord is telling us
to remove the stone
of sin, so that grace
and righteous can
abound.

e The Lord is asking

for the stone to be
removed, so that He
can set us free from
the traps which lead
to death.

2 :“Loose him and let
him go”:

e The Lord asked that
he be loosed, because

he was originally
bound with the grave
cloths, and bondage
symbolises slavery.

e When we sin, we
become slaves of sin,
but when we repent,
then the Lord sets us
free.

e For this reason the

Lordissayingto “loose
him” — loose him from
all those things which
cause him to sin.

e “Loose him” from all
those sins to which he
is a slave.

e “Loose him” so that
through  repentance
he may be set free.

e And then once he
has been loosed,
the Lord then says
“let him go”.
e Now that he
has been loosed
throughrepentance,
he is no longer the
slave of Satan and
of death.

e Now that he

has been loosed

throughrepentance,
the Lord has set him
free.

And so, in the same
way that the Lord
raised Lazarus out
of the tomb, the Lord
will also raise us out of
our sinfulness, through a
repentant heart.
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ST MARY & ST GEORGE CHARITY TRUST
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House for rent.
Very clean and neat big house, in (Peakhurst Area),
and two bathrooms,
renovated, and brand new appliances,
$800 week. Contact Amir 0433 809 611.
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Saint Archdeacon
Habeeb Guirguis

The founder of our
Coptic Sunday
Schools

Departed on 22 August 1951

After only a few years of preaching, Habeeb Guirguis realized
that a foundation had to be firstly laid with the children. The
future generations of the church had to be taught from an early
age so that Orthodox Christian values would permeate the
depths of their personality and life.

At this point we may catch a glimpse of one of the most
monumental of Habeeb's achievements. On its own, this
achievement would have been enough to ensure his place in
history, though his purpose was not to take pride in
achievements, but to carry the cross of his beloved Savior and
to serve the church in whatever way he could.

The achievement in question was the founding of the Coptic
Sunday School. He planted a seed and watered it, and the Lord
gave increases so that the small seed became a giant tree full
of fruit.

Habeeb Guirguis founded the Coptic Sunday School in the
year 1900, when he was 24 years of age. He started by
teaching the children in some Cairo churches and Coptic
School halls.
encouraged him greatly, and he sought the help of others who

The increase in the number of children

shared his love for the church and zeal to protect its teachings.
The Lord blessed this work so much that by 1918 Habeeb
Guirguis organized a Central Committee to set the study
curriculum and oversee the expanding work in that new fertile
field, and to ascertain the continued harmony of all who work
in it. The number of the branches multiplied and extended
from the north of the country to the far south. And by 1941
the increase was such that a conference was held for Cairo's
Sunday School servants and was attended by around 500
servants. Sunday School was so popular, thanks to the efforts
of its founder and his co-workers, that it became an important

organ of the living church, and it remained throughout the
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3August
Ephyears a living testimony for Christ and the teachings of His
orthodox church in young hearts and minds.
Many activities sprang from the Sunday School such as the
retreats to monasteries and churches, conferences, seminars,
exhibitions as well as the publication of pamphlets and books.
Some of those servants, including the talented young poet and
writer Nazeer Gayed ( Pope Shenouda IIT ) , launched a very
influential magazine in 1947 which was simply called "Sunday
Schools." In their love for their great teacher, they placed the
magazine under his care. The opening editorial written by Dr.
Henry el-Khouli gives us a taste of the love and zeal which was
transmitted from this great man to his young associates. It
begins by saying:
"With a strong hand, the hand of the Almighty God, we
publish this 'Sunday Schools Magazine'... our aim for its
publication is not to simply increase the number of what is
already published, but to embody our will for the rebirth
of our Coptic community. More than half a century has
passed since the call for reformation was echoed by all, but
some have not taken one step towards such reform. We
have strengthened our resolve to knock on the doors of
reform to receive a new life..."
Another of his co-workers suggested that a women's
committee be established to cater for the activities of young
female Sunday School servants, and to ensure that they
maintain orthodox teaching. It was also suggested that all
Sunday Schools branches must have the same format and
program. The central committee also observed that there were
many young men and women who didn't have a chance to
attend Sunday Schools when they were children, and thus they
started "al- Gameaa al-Keptea, "preparing a program for them,
encompassing spiritual, cultural and recreational services.
God also blessed this service and it too became a large
movement with numerous branches.
By 1938, 10,000 students were attending Coptic Sunday
schools, with additional branches started in Sudan and
Ethiopia. The Sunday school explosion was underway, with
Girgis a key link between the clerics and laity. He was elected
a member of the Lay Community Council three times,
navigating leadership struggles and financial constraints. And
from his trusted position as a confidant to Pope Kyrillos, the

Sunday school began to infiltrate the church.

* Be strong in the Lord and in the

power of His might ¢ eph 6: 10

WrEy3sbllOF FkpChb #tT0nl

oAt B

2025




&L-MANAFIA& Spl’lng of Love EE74HU2BY

nXCylrr?2 Nyl bMu¥pbF #WNyTr34YIOF #“rly3bllO




