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Our Lord Jesus Christ said to his disci-
ples in (Matthew 10:7), ñand as you 
go, preach, saying,' the Kingdom of 
heaven is at handò.  

1- There are two kingdoms, the king-
doms of the world, and the kingdom of 

heaven, and the differences between the two are as follows: 

2- When the Lord said to His disciples: - As you go - He 
meant the following: 

2-1: When He said óGoô this means that by not going, we 
are breaking the commandment of the Lord, and we should 
not do this. 

2-2: We need to reach the people, all the peoples to preach 
to them about the kingdom of heaven, and of course this 
would need planning, setting priorities, strategies, goals 
and budget to reach every one. 

2-3: By saying óGoô, the Lord gives us a great lesson of 
sacrifice in many dimensions as follows: 

a- Family dimension; when we will go, for sure we will 
leave our families behind, and this is a sacrifice. 

b- Spiritual dimension; when we will go, for sure we 
will go carrying the message of salvation with us, not 
our own interest. 

c- Personal dimension; when we will go, it is a must to 
be ready for the mission because it is not an easy one; it 
is a very joyful and difficult one at the same time. 

d- Political dimension; when we will go, for sure we 
must know and follow the laws, the tradition, the cul-
ture, the language, and the values of the place in which 
we will be heading to. 

e- Ecumenical dimension; when we will go, it is very 
important to have good relationships with all the church-
es that are in the place in which we will go and preach. 

 

 

3- The Lord explained to his disciples the subject of 
their preaching, which is "the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand" and here let me mention some important points: 

3-1:  By saying the kingdom of heaven is at hand, this 
means that all the kingdoms of the world are nearly to be 
demolished, but we do not know when. 

3-2: By saying the kingdom of heaven is at hand, He gives 
us a clear message to deliver it to every one, so every one 
can be ready for this heavenly kingdom. 

3-3: In addition and most importantly, we should be ready 
to have a share and inheritance in the kingdom of heaven 
by being real disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, and here 
let me mention three conditions said by the Lord Himself 
to become His disciples: 

*  ñIf anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and 
his mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 
and his own life also, he cannot be My discipleò)  (Luke 
14:26) 

* ñAnd whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me 
cannot be My discipleò. (Luke 14: 27) 

* ñSo Likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he 
has cannot be My discipleò. (Luke 14:33) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ chose His Holy Disciples and Pure 
Apostles and recommended them to preach the Holy Gos-
pel to the entire world, delivering the message of salvation 
to save their souls from the eternal destruction, through 
believing in Him as their Saviour and Redeemer.  

 

First: We would like to mention some important verses 
about preaching in the New Testament: 

Letôs start with verses mentioned in St. Markôs Gospel: 

* ñThen He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him 
and that He might send them out to preachò {Mark 3: 
14} 

* ñSo they went out and preached that people should re-
pent.ò {Mark 6: 12} 

* ñAnd the gospel must first be preached to all the na-
tions.ò {Mark 13: 10} 

* ñAssuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what this woman has done 
will also be told as a memorial to her." (Matt.26: 13) 

* ñAnd He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature.ò {Mark 16: 15} 

* ñAnd they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and confirming the word through the 
accompanying signs.ò {Mark 16: 20} 

 

Continued on the following page 

# The Kingdom of heaven The Kingdoms of the world 

1- Is eternal Are temporal 

2-
  
Ruled by Jesus Christ, 
ñJesus answered, My 
Kingdom is not of this 
world, if My kingdom 
were of this world My 
servants would fight, so 
that I should not be de-
livered to the Jews; but 
now My kingdom is not 
from hereò.  (John 
18:36) 

Ruled by the Devil, ñAgain, 
the devil took Him up on an 
exceedingly high mountain, 
and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and 
their glory and he said to 
Him ,' All these things I will 
give you if You will fall 
sown and worship me' 
ñ (Matt. 4: 8) 

3-
  
Is the kingdom of peace Always divided by continu-

ous wars among them 
4-
  
Its people are righteous Some people of the king-

doms of the world are right-
eous and the most are evil 
ones. 
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St. Matthew also assures the concept of preaching as men-
tioned in the following verses: 

* ñAnd as you go, preach, saying óThe kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.ò (Matt.10: 7). 

* ñAnd this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all 
the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end 
will come.ò {Matt. 24: 14} 

* ñAssuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what this woman has done 
will also be told as a memorial to her." (Matt.26: 13) 

The following verses about preaching were also mentioned 
in the Gospel of St. Luke: 

* Now it came to pass, afterward, that He went through 
every city and village, preaching and bringing the glad 
tidings of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with 
Himò (Luke8: 1)  

* ñHe sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal 
the sick.ò (Luke 9: 2) 

* ñand that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jeru-
salem.ò (Luke 24: 47) 

St. Paul the Apostle presents a detailed explanation of the 
importance of preaching in his Epistle to the Romans:  

* How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not 
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom 
they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a 
preacher?  And how shall they preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings 
of good things!" (Romans 10: 14,15) 

Also in his Second Epistle to St. Timothy, St. Paul is call-
ing him not to be reluctant in preaching; saying: 

* ñPreach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 
teachingò (2 Tim. 4: 2) 

The following verses are mentioned in the Book of Acts, 
i.e. the Book of Preaching, delivered to the entire world by 
Lord Jesusô Disciples: 

* ñAnd He commanded us to preach to the people, and to 
testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge 
of the living and the deadò (Acts 10: 42) 

The Book of Acts is characterized as the Book of Preach-
ing in the Holy Bible, where Lord Jesusô Disciples fol-
lowed His commandment and spread the good news of 
preaching to the entire world. 

If we are following the steps of our fathers the Holy Apos-
tles, and preaching the entire world, thus we are on the 
right track, continuing their message and we are truly a 
preaching church. 

 

Second: The Preaching of the twelve father Apostles of 
Lord Jesus: 

The holy Apostles started their preaching after receiving 
the power of the Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost, 
speaking in different languages and they made many peo-
ple believe in Lord Jesus Christ, to the extent of sacrificing 
their lives for the sake of preaching and spreading the good 
news of the Holy Bible. 

* Three thousand people believed after a sermon for our 
teacher St. Peter the Apostle as mentioned in Acts 2: 37. 
He preached the nations, amongst who was Cornelius 
(Acts 11), and finally he went to Rome and preached the 
congregation after the martyrdom of Stephen the dea-
con, and the killing of Agrippa Jacob by the hands of 
Herod. St. Peter gained the crown of martyrdom by the 
hands of Nero the tyrant in Rome on 65 A.C.  

* St. Andrew the Apostle, brother of St. Peter, preached in 
the area between Kazwin Sea and the Black Sea, also in 
Greece and some parts of Asia Minor. He was martyr-
ized for the sake of preaching on 62 A.C. The people of 
Scotland considered him their intercessor. 

* St. Jacob the Apostle, the elder brother of St. John the 
Apostle, preached in Judea, Samaria and Spain where he 
built the first church on the name of Virgin St. Mary. He 
went back to Jerusalem and was martyred by the hands 
of Herod Agrippa on 44 A.C. 

* St. John the Apostle preached in Asia Minor spending 
most of the time at Ephesus the capital city. On the year 
95 A.C. he was sent to Rome when Domitianus was per-
secuting the Christians. He suffered lots of torture in 
Rome for the sake of preaching, and then he was exiled 
to Patmos Island, southern west of Ephesus, where he 
wrote the Book of Revelation. He spent around one year 
and a half in Patmos. On 96 A.C. Nirve became the Em-
peror and St. John was released and returned back to 
Ephesus. He kept preaching till the era of Emperor Tra-
jan. He departed in peace by the end of the first century, 
when he was around 100 years old, preaching the Name 
of Jesus Christ and attracting many people to believe in 
His Holy Name. 

* St. Philip the Apostle preached Nathanael and made him 
believe, then he preached in Palestine, Asia Minor and 
Persia. Then he returned to Asia Minor and went to Hi-
erapolis near Laodicea attracting many to believe.  Peo-
ple there were worshipping the idols so they killed him 
on the year 80 A.C. He won the crown of martyrdom at 
the age of 87. 

* St. Bartholomew or Nathanael the Apostle preached in 
Asia. He entered it as a slave and worked in a vineyard, 
where he started preaching the Kingdom of Heaven. He 
also preached in Armenia, Persia and some countries in 
India, Arabia and Yemen. He established many churches 
then returned to Asia Minor to meet his colleague St. 
Philip the Apostle and witnessed his martyrdom. He 
then returned to Armenia. While preaching in Leukania 
close to Kazwin Sea the priests of the idols killed him. 
He won the crown of martyrdom on the year 81 A.C. 
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* St. Thomas the Apostle preached in Palestine, Iraq, Ara-
bia, Persia, Ethiopia, and China and finally in India, 
from the year 52 A.C. till 72 A.C. In India the priests of 
the idols killed him with spears and he was buried in the 
city of Millipore. The Indians who believed consider 
him their intercessor; they love St. Thomas so dearly 
and are always proud of him. 

* St. Matthew the Apostle preached in Tire, Sidon and 
Persia. He spent nearly 23 years in Ethiopia, encourag-
ing them to live in purity and celibacy. Afgania the 
daughter of the Ethiopian king believed and became a 
nun. When her father died and his brother became the 
king, he wanted to marry Afgania. When she apologized 
the king asked St. Matthew to convince her but he re-
fused, so the king ordered to kill him and he was mar-
tyred in Ethiopia on the year 62 A.C. after making many 
people believe in Lord Jesus Christ the Saviour of the 
world.  

* St. James the Apostle son of Alpheus preached in Judea 
where many Jews believed because of his preaching. He 
was ordained as the Bishop of Jerusalem and headed the 
first Ecumenical Council held in Jerusalem on the year 
51 A.C. He kept preaching in Gaza, Tire, Arabia and 
Jerusalem. The Jewish priests envied him, so they took 
him on top of the pinnacle of the Temple and threw him. 
He won the crown of martyrdom on the year 62 A.C. 
and was buried in Jerusalem. 

* St. Thaddaeus the Apostle preached in Judea, Samaria, 
Galilee, Edomia, Arabia, Syria, Iraq and Armenia. He 
was martyred while preaching in Persia. 

* St. Simeon the Cananite preached in Palestine, Tire, Af-
rica and Britain, then he went to Persia where he was 
martyred. 

* St. Matthias the Apostle was chosen to replace Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed Lord Jesus and delivered Him to 
the Jews. He preached in Judea, Samaria, and Asia Mi-
nor and returned to Jerusalem where the Jewish priests 
killed him after many believed in Lord Jesus Christ be-
cause of his preaching. 

Analyzing the preaching of our fathers the pure Apostles, 
we notice that preaching was the core of their service, and 
that was our aim through a simple focus on the lives of 
those heroes, who sacrificed their lives for the sake of the 
honourable service of preaching. It is also clear that no one 
would have believed in Lord Jesus Christ the Saviour of 
the world except through their preaching, thus, we see the 
importance of continuing the great service of preaching 
worldwide. 

 

Third: Preaching of the Seventy Apostles: 

Preaching is so important, so notice that it continued even 
after the martyrdom of the 12 Disciples. During Lord Je-
susô incarnation and because of His strong belief in the 
work of preaching, He mentions that preaching needs 
many labourers, so He appointed 70 other Apostles who 

continued the great service of preaching; among them 
were: 

St. Luke the Apostle who wrote the Book of Acts, 
preached in Rome Dalmatia, Ghalea, Macedonia, Greece 
and Egypt. He was martyred by the hands of Nero at the 
age of 84. 

St. Paul the Apostle who wrote 14 Epistles, conducted 3 
missionary journeys: the first missionary journey included 
16 countries: Seleucia, Cyprus, Salamis, Paphos, Perge, 
Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Likaonia, Listra, Derbe, Listra 
for a second time, Iconium for the second time, Pisidian 
Antioch for the second time, Pamphelia, Attalia and Anti-
och the capital city of Syria. The journeyôs duration was 4 
years from 45 A.C. to 49 A.C. St. Barnabas the Apostle 
and St. Mark the Apostles accompanied him during differ-
ent stages of the journey. 

The second missionary journey for St. Paul included 14 
countries: Tarsus, Derbe, Lystra, Phrygia, Galatia, Traos, 
Macedonia, Samothrace, Neapolis, Philippi, Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens and Corinth.  

The Third missionary journey for St. Paul included 29 
countries: Cenchrea, Ephesus, Caesarea, Antioch, Tarsus, 
Kelekia, Derbe, Listra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch, Ephe-
sus, Traos, Neapolis, Philippi, Hellas, Traos, Assos, 
Mitylene, Samos, Militus, Cos, Rhodes, Cyprus, Tire, 
Petlomaius, Caesarea, Jerusalem, Philip Caesarea and 
Rome. It is worth mentioning that he attracted many peo-
ple to Lord Jesus Christ and he was martyred by the hands 
of Nero in Rome. 

It is also clear that preaching was the main orbit of the 
work of the 70 Apostle fathers after the 12 Disciples. Most 
of the 70 Apostles won the crown of martyrdom after so 
much suffering, tribulations and persecution in their travels 
for the sake of the honourable service of preaching. 

 

WE PRAY THAT THE LORD MAY BLESS US AND 
MAKE US HIS REAL DISCIPLES, SO THAT WE MAY 
HONESTLY SERVE HIS HOLY NAME BY THE POW-
ER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT THROUGH THE INTER-
CESSIONS OF THE VIRGIN ST. MARY AND ALL 
THE SAINTS AND MARTYRS. AMEN 

   +Bishop Daniel 
With the Grace of God 

Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church, 
Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions 
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COPTIC NEW YEAR 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the Feast of Nayrouz, which is 
the feast of the new year beginning on September 12 in the 
Coptic Orthodox Church, we cannot help but notice the 
phrase, ñBless the crown of the year with Your Goodness, 
O Lord,ò which is repeated throughout the hymns of the 
Church. This phrase is actually a quotation from Psalm 
64:12 (LXX; 65 in the Protestant Bible), which reads, 
ñThou shalt bless the crown of the year with Thy goodness, 
and Thy plains shall be filled full of fatness.ò 
But what does it mean? And how does it relate to the Feast 
of Nayrouz, the new year? 
Psalm 64 has traditionally been utilized by both Jews and 
Christians to commemorate the new year. For Jews, the 
feast of Rosh Hashanah (lit., ñthe head of the yearò), and 
for Christians, the ecclesiastical new year, was connected 
with the gathering of the last of the summer harvest and the 
beginning of a new agricultural cycle in which farmers 
would begin planting their seeds for the coming year. This 
is reflected beautifully in the Coptic Orthodox Divine Lit-
urgy of St. Basil in which there are three seasonal litanies 
in the following order: 
The Litany for the Blessing of the Waters of the River 
(June 19-October 19/20); The Litany for the Blessing of 
the Seeds, Herbs, and Plants (October 20/21-January 
18/19); and The Litany for the Winds and Fruits (January 
19/20-June 18) 
In the lands of immigration, the Holy Synod of the Coptic 
Orthodox Church recently offered a dispensation for those 
who wish to pray a new ñcombined litanyò for all these 
things, but I personally donôt prefer such a litany, because 
it obfuscates the clear cycle we see in the dating of these 
litanies. From summer to autumn, we pray for the waters of 
the rivers as we plant our seeds. From autumn to winter, 
we pray that the Lord may bless and protect those seeds. 
And from spring to summer, we pray for the resulting 
fruits that will be harvested. The Feast of Nayrouz, or the 
ñCrown of the Year,ò is celebrated when this cycle begins 
anew. 
 
The real beauty of this cycle, however, lies in the spiritual 
meaning behind it. Psalm 64, which speaks about the 
crown of the year, also refers to the harvest of all mankind 
in verse 2, ñHearken to my prayer! Toward Thee shall all 
flesh come.ò This is entirely consistent with our Saviorôs 
Parable of the Wheat and Tares: 
Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The king-
dom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good 
seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when 
the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then ap-
peared the tares also. So the servants of the householder 
came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed 
in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto 
them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto 
him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he 
said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also 
the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the har-
vest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, 

Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles 
to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn (Mt 13:24
ï30). 
This late summer harvest, then, can be seen spiritually as 
the harvest of all mankind, reminding all of us that a time 
will come when we will be gathered as wheat and the chaff 
will be separated from the good part of the wheat. 
Those three seasonal litanies above can be seen in a spiritu-
al way, the water referring to our Baptism, the seeds refer-
ring to what Christ sows in us in our Christian lives, and 
the fruits referring to what we offer to Christ at the end of 
days when we stand before Him as our Judge. If we are 
able to bear fruit, the Psalmist reassures us with these 
beautiful words of hope: 
Happy is he whom Thou didst choose for Thyself and didst 
take to Thyself; he shall encamp in Thy courts. We shall be 
filled with the good things of Thy house; holy is Thy tem-
ple, wonderful in righteousness (Ps 64:4, 5) 
In this manner, the Feast of Nayrouz is a feast of spiritual 
renewal for every believer. It is a time to bless the waters 
of our tears of repentance, which renew our Baptism as the 
Holy Fathers teach; it is a time to entreat Christ as the lov-
ing Sower to bless all of the seeds He sows in our hearts 
through His Church and the Christian life; it is a time to 
bear fruits worthy of the name Christian and prepare to 
offer them to Christ. As St. Augustine teaches us, 

This is the end of the year, the harvest of the 
world. Thou shalt bless the crown of the year 
of Thy goodness. Of crown when thou hear-
est, the glory of victory is implied. Conquer 
the devil, and thou wilt have a crown. Thou 
shalt bless the crown of the year of Thy 
goodness. 1 
Wishing you all a blessed and joyful Feast of 

Nayrouz. 
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