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St-manara & Spring of Love

Over the course of eight days, from
July 26th to August 3rd, 2025, the Fifth
Logos Forum for the youth of the
Coptic Church from around the world
was held. About 300 young men and
women from five continents attended,
including participants, organizers, and
technicians in the Forum’'s program,
“Return to the Roots,” under this year’s
theme: “Connected.” Preparation for
the forum took over a year, with overall
coordination at every stage carried out
by Father Younan Samir (Diocese of
Maadi), who served as a friend, leader,
and servant to all the organizers and
participants.

The idea of the Forums began in
2018 as a carefully studied and
well-planned initiative to offer a
high-level youth ministry that achieves
several purposes: returning to the roots
of the Coptic Church in the land of
Egypt and enjoying these living roots;
strengthening the national bond among
young men and women in the embrace
of their Church; becoming acquainted
with various cultures and languages
from the countries the youth came
from; and working to preserve the unity
of the Church wide spread outside
Egypt in more than sixty countries in a
practical way. | always say that these
forums are like the string of a rosary
that binds together many beads, yet in
a strong connection, as members of
the one Body of Christ, with the “heart”
in Egypt—where the Coptic Orthodox
Church was founded in the first century
A.D.—making it one of the oldest
churches in the world and a pioneer
among churches in her faith, history,
traditions, and ecumenical influence.

These forums are held in a
recurring cycle:

1. Ayear for youth from outside Egypt

2. A year for youth from inside Egypt

3. Ayear for all the servants of the forums

And soon...

What most distinguishes these
forums is that they are “from youth for
youth.” The work, preparation,
coordination, and program sessions
during the forum days are all carried
out by youth who have received
thorough training and education,
offering their service to youth coming
from abroad or from dioceses within
Egypt. The first step, after setting the
date, is for the metropolitans, bishops,
and priests in the dioceses to nominate
representatives for the forum, with an
equal number from both genders. After
that, online communication begins

The Fifth Logos Forum

between the nominated participants
and the organizers, who serve through
specialized working groups.

We gladly extend thanks to the official
government bodies that contributed to
the success of the forum—the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Immigration, the
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities,
Cairo Airport, the Armed Forces, and the
security agencies—for arranging
smooth and safe arrivals, travel, and
transportation to numerous destinations.
Although the forum’s details are many,
we can summarize its events into
ten main aspects:

1. The governmental aspect: This
included visits from the Minister of
Tourism and Antiquities, Mr. Sherif Fathy;
the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Migration, Mr. Nabil Habashi; many
ambassadors in Cairo; and meetings
with various officials at the sites visited
by the forum. The Minister of Tourism
kindly presented a pharaonic gift to each
participant, which left a delightful
impression on them.

2. The ecclesiastical aspect: This
included celebrating liturgies, praises,
and spiritual songs in different
languages within a spiritually rich
atmosphere. They also joyfully served
children at one of the service homes.

3. The touristic aspect: They visited
the Mediterranean Sea and the Red
Sea, discovered the beauty of Egypt,
rich in its destinations, climates, and
unique geography, and attended the
Sound and Light show at the Qaitbay
Citadel in Alexandria.

4. The archaeological aspect: They
were amazed by the Grand Egyptian
Museum (GEM) and the Greco-Roman
Museum in Alexandria, witnessing the
greatness of Egypt and its ancient history.

5. The monastic aspect: Their visit to
the Monastery of the Great St. Antony in
the Red Sea was a source of great joy,
as most were visiting it for the first time.
It is the first monastery in the world,
where they prayed spiritually uplifting
liturgies. They also visited several other
monasteries in Wadi El-Natrun.

6. The youth aspect: Participants
came from 44 countries, including 15
countries from which youth attended
for the first time, such as Togo, Bolivia,
Indonesia, and Zambia. Many
friendships were formed, and they
participated in all the activities together.

7. The cultural aspect: They learned
about many cultures and languages. For
the first time, there was a young woman
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from Bolivia who spoke Spanish, and
another young woman was needed to
translate for her. His Holiness the Pope also
held three discussion sessions with them,
grouping attendees from Europe; Asia,
Africa, and Australia; and the Americas.
Additionally, there was an exhibition with
around 20 exhibitors presenting their
activities and various interests.

8. The artistic aspect: One of the
most beautiful segments they enjoyed
was the artistic and creative crafts
workshop provided by the Safina
Creativity Center at St. Mary's Church in
Smouha, Alexandria. They also enjoyed
the opening and closing ceremonies
with all their performances.

9. The educational aspect:
Distinguished Coptic  figures in
Egyptian society were invited, and
participants discussed with them their
experiences and visions. They also had
the opportunity to attend the
Wednesday meeting of His Holiness
the Pope, who spoke to them about five
roots connecting them to Egypt and
answered their many guestions.

10. The Scriptural aspect: This
included all the program sessions, in
addition to deep, spiritually enriching,
and ecclesiastical Bible study meetings.

It is a source of pride that this year’'s
forum came in the midst of the Church’s
worldwide celebrations of the 1700th
anniversary of the First Ecumenical
Council of Nicaesa in 325 ALD.
Accordingly, the opening ceremony
featured theatrical and dramatic scenes
on this topic. There was also a
magnificent dramatic evening presented
by the acting troupe of St Mary's
Church in Ard El-Golf in an
exceptionally creative manner.

The forum achieved all its objectives,
foremost among them a strong
connection with Egypt and its
esteemed place. The participants
returned to their countries having truly
become ambassadors for Egypt—its
reality, beauty, and many tourist
destinations—along with its authentic
Church, faithful to its history and
glorious patriotism. They offered
thanks to God and to all the fathers and
brethren who contributed their efforts,
ideas, and gifts to strengthen the forum
in its noble mission for the coming
generations.
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St-manara & Spring of Love

The Copts
and their

Christianity

By Dr. Aziz S. Atteya

2 THE COPTS AND THE
ECUMENICAL
MOVEMENT

This movement began as early as the reign
of Constantine the Great, under whom
Christianity was recognised as the religion
of the state by the Edict of Milan in
312AD. With the disappearance of Roman
persecution against which the Christians
had to present a united front. elements of
disunity began to surface among those
same Christians in matters of faith.
Heresies arose with the vehemence of
intense piety and split the faithful info rival
camps, which imperiled the peace of the
Empire. Perhaps the most dangerous
situation occwred in Alexandria in the war
of words which broke out between the
followers of Arius and Athanasius, for
both groups claimed to profess the only
true orthodoxy. and each of them had a
strong army of adherents fo the extent that
both factions had penetrated the inner
circle of the imperial court. The problem
was the principle of consubstantiation. The
Homoousion, signifying that the Father
and the Son were one and of the same
essence., was the thesis of Athanasius in
opposition to Arius, whose conception was
that of the Homoiousion, indicating that
the Son was of divine origin but only of
like essence, begotten of the Father as an
instrument for the creation of the world.
hence the Father is unequal in eternity.
Note that the little jofa in the middle of one
word made all the difference in the world
and shook the Empire to its very
foundations, and the peril of civil war
between the contestant camps loomed on
the horizon. In passing. it might be said
that a parallel of the latter scheme of
thought predated Arius in the idea of the
'demiurge’ of late antique Neoplatonism
and Gnosficism.

Amidst all these confusions and in order to
bring unity back fo the Church and the
Empire, Constantine inaugurated the

Oecumenical Movement by calling to
order the Council of Nicaea in 325 under
the presidency of the old bishop of
Alexandria. This was Alexandros (d.328).
who came with a young and able deacon.,
the future Athanasius, destined to follow
him on the throne of St. Mark. Athanasius
was of course the moving spirit behind the
throne. Against some accepted views in the
science of petrology, he is revealed to be
Coptic and not Greek. Recently it has been
found that Athanasius wrote in Coptfic,
though most of his monumental works
were composed in Greek. Greeks knew no
Coptic and had no need for using it. But
the educated Copts were masters of both
tongues, and Athanasius belonged to this
class. Furthermore. Athanasius spent two
years in one of his five exiles in the Red
Sea wilderness with St. Anthony the Great,
whose life he compiled in a famous Vita. It
is well known that Anthony was an
illiterate Copt and spoke nothing but
Coptic, which was his only means of
communication with his illustrious visitor.
It is. therefore, not unreasonable to relate
Athanasian confributions to the native
Church of Egypt.

It is beyond the limits of this work to cover
the immensity of the Nicaean canons and
the literature in which they have been
discussed. But certain criteria are clear
from the deliberations of the Council under
Coptic leadership. First and foremost. the
Nicaean Creed was sanctioned by the
Council. Composed by Athanasius, it
remains a trivmph for Alexandrine
theology to this day. Of historic
importance was the creation for the first
time of a Bishopric of Constantinople. A
gift from a predominantly Alexandrine
Council, the same bishopric paradoxically
joined forces with the Bishopric of Rome
two cenfuries later to degrade the former
Alexandrine benefactor.

But let me first sum up the momentous
events in the field of Christology which
occurred between 325 and 451, from
Nicaea to Chalcedon, to signal the parting
of the ways between East and West. In that
period. three major Councils were
convened. one at Constantinople (381) and
two at Ephesus (431 and 449). and all
seemed to be under Alexandrine control.
They dealt with two new major heresies:
Eutychianism, which denuded Christ of his
humanity, and Nestorianism. which
relinquished the unity of Christ's divinity
and humanity. Constantinople condemned
Eutychius, though he was reinstated at
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Ephesus II after abjuring his former views.
At Ephesus I, Nestorius clung to his view
that Mary should be pronounced Mother of
Jesus in the flesh, not Mother of God
(Theotokos), a thesis that implied a
cleavage between the human and the
divine nature of Christ. Again under the
influence of Dioscorus 1. a Coptic
patriarch, the formula of Cyril the Great
(412-44) was accepted, and Nestorius and
his teaching was condemned, leading to
the schism of the Nestorian Church. What
matters here is the question of Coptic
leadership in definitions of Christology. St.
Cyril was succeeded by his nephew, the
aforementioned Dioscorus I (444-54), a
determined and active theologian whom
the Copts describe as a pillar of the faith.
while the Romans stigmatized him as the
leader of a Robber Council (Latrocininm)
because he had judged Eutychius without
reading the Tome or letter of Leo I to
Ephesus II.

Feeling was running high in Rome and
Constantinople and the change of
Emperors brought changes in imperial
policies. Theodosius II was succeeded by
Marcian and his wife Pulcheria. a former
nun. who deplored Alexandrine supremacy
in ecclesiastical matters. The two capitals
were drawn nearer by the high-handed
actions of Dioscorus and Coptic patriarchs
were described as the "Pharachs of the
Church", which was unpalatable fo the
authority of Byzantium. Thus Marcian
summeoned Dioscorus to answer for his
actions at Ephesus IT and to discuss his
views on Christology at Chalcedon in 451.
The Romans quickly mustered a massive
army of bishops from the West to join the
East European prelates at Chalcedon in
Asia Minor, while Dioscorus was detained
by the imperial guard under a kind of
house arrest, and the Council summarily
condemned and exiled him to the island of
Gangra in Paphlagonia, near the southem
shores of the Black Sea where he died a
few years later.

In this way. the Copts lost their leadership
in Christendom. Chalcedon of course was
not recognised by them. and from that
moment, we begin two parallel lines of
succession from St. Mark, the one a
Melkite obediantiary to Byzantium, and
the other proudly nationalistic of native
Coptic stock. Thus initiated a new wave of
merciless persecution to curb Coptic
separatism and humiliate the so-called
Monophysite Christians, with disastrous
results on the eve of the Arab Conquest.
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