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The gospel reading of
today is a wonderful
lesson in repentance and
hope:

e [t shows how God
loves and forgives
those people who
repent with all their
hearts.

e |tshowsthewillingness
of our beloved Lord
to make contact with
sinners, in order to
touch  their hearts
with the truth, and
transform their lives to
be holy.

e When the sinful woman
wanted to see Jesus,
He did not refuse her,
but accepted her with
love and gentleness,
and received tokens
of her repentance and
love, and praised her
for her faith.

e Simon’s attitude
towards Jesus
was uncaring and

unbelieving because
all he wanted was to
show off in front of
his friends. But the
attitude of the sinful
woman was the result
of her need and trust
in Christ to forgive her.
She found forgiveness
in Christ, and as a
result, she loved Him
deeply. And in turn
Jesus accepted her
love, praised her faith,
and confirmed her
forgiveness.

e Simon was a man
respected by society
because of his
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position, and the
woman was rejected
by society because of
her sins. But the Lord
looks at the heart —it is
not important what the
society thinks of you,
but what God thinks of

you.
e This sinful woman,
throughherrepentance
experienced shame,
repentance, joy,

praise, and love, and
all these experiences
were manifested in her
gifts of tears, fragrant
oil and her kiss.

e This story reminds us
of the parable of the
Prodigal Son. In the
same way that the
son repented saying:
“I will arise and go
to my father”, this
prodigal daughter also
repented and went to
her father, and she was
forgiven because her
repentance was true.

+++

When we repent, we
prepare and purify our
hearts for Christ to dwell
inside, and as the Lord
mentions in Matthew 5:8
- through repentance,
we will see God - just
like this sinful woman. No
repentance is true unless
we feel regret that our sins
are hurting the Lord.
We are told that this
sinful woman wept very
much before the Lord
because of her sins — and
these tears were tears of
repentance. But why are
tears important in the life
of repentance?

- Because it shows

a sensitive heart that is

aware it has hurt the Lord

- Because it shows

a gentle heart that has

tasted sin and is now

wanting to return to the
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Lord

- Because tears are

a sign of your love for the

Lord. Those who have

a proud heart will never

weep.

Because the repentance of

this sinful woman was true,

the church has mentioned
her in the 2nd part of the

Midnight Prayer in the

Agbia. We pray: “Give me

Lord fountains of tears as

You did in the past to the

sinful woman.”

e The church gives us
the Bible reading about
this sinful woman so
that we can read it and
take this woman as a
good example for us in
her repentance.

e |t is a good practice
that when we read,
“Lord give me
fountains of tears...”
we add: “to weep for
... And we mention
in front of God all our
sins, and weaknesses.

e You may ask, “Why
should | mention my
sins, when God already
knows?” St Anthony
the Great answers for
us this question: “If we
mention our sins, God
will forget them, and if
we forget our sins, God
will mention them.”

e |t is good to mention
our sins so that we
can remember how
much God loves us
and forgives us. Then
our tears will become
a sign of love, like
the tears of this sinful
woman.

But why is repentance so

important?

- Because sin s

separation from God, and

repentance is returning to

God. Just like when the

Prodigal Son repented

and returned to his father
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(Luke 15:18-20), and also
this prodigal daughter.

- Because sin
is fighting with God,
and repentance is

reconciliation with God.
Through repentance, God
returns and dwells inside
us, and makes our hearts
into a heaven.

- Because sin
is spiritual death, and
repentance is life from

death and the resurrection
of the spirit. St Augustine
said: “Repentance is a
new pure heart which God
gives to the sinners to love
Him with.”

- Because sin is the
slavery of the devil, and
repentance is freedom.
As the Lord tells us in the
gospel of John: “Whoever
commits sin is a slave of
sin...but if the Son makes
you free, you shall be free
indeed” (8:34-36).

- True repentance
means getting rid of sin
practically, mentally, and
emotionally — because of
your love for God and His
commandments, and also
because you care about
your eternal life.

- True  repentance
means not to return to
your past sins. We read
many stories of saints
who have repented, like
St Augustine, St Moses
the Black, St Mary the
Egyptian, St Pelagia. And
in all these stories, it was
their  repentance that
turned their life towards
God, without falling back
into their old sins. The
person who returns to his
old sins, has not repented
with all his heart

- Repentance is the
golden key that opens the
door of the kingdom of
heaven. On the last day,
the Lord will not ask us why
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we sinned, but He will ask
us why we did not repent.
Without repentance, God
cannot live in our hearts.

- Repentance is the
oil in the lampstands of
the virgins, giving them
permission to enter the
wedding feast (Matthew
25), and it is also the oil
which the sinful woman
used to anoint the feet of
Christ, giving her salvation.
- Repentance is the
door of mercy, forgiveness
and life, and is the bridge
which joins heaven and
earth. It is a chance for
you to start a new life with
Christ.

- St  Issac, who
was a desert father, said
about repentance: “It is
the contrite heart returning
to God, which has been
broken by the tears of
prayer in front of God,
asking for His forgiveness.”
- St John Saba, also
a desert father, said about
repentance: “It saves and
releases those who the
devil has captured. Many
years of the devil’'s hard
work are lost in one hour
of repentance.”

- Repentance is joy
in heaven and on earth,
as the Lord mentions in
Luke: “There will be joy
in heaven over one sinner
who repents” (15:7). So if
you want to make heaven
happy, please repent. It is
also joy on earth because
the repenting person will
now live in peace and
happiness and purity.

When the sinful woman
wanted to see the Lord,
He did not refuse her, but
instead, He invited her to
repent.

- He invited her to
repent because He loved
her and wanted to share
His kingdom with her. For
this reason He said: “Your
sins are forgiven...go in
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peace.” ‘Go in peace’ -
because it is only when we
are forgiven and have the
promise of eternal life that
we can truly experience
peace.

- He invited her to
repent so that she can
experience the love of
God. The Lord wanted
to replace her lust for the
world, with her love for
Christ. For as the Lord says
in Malachi: “Return to Me
and | willretrunto you” (3:7).

- He invited her to
repent so that she may
be washed and purified.
And as she washed the
Lord’s feet with her tears
of repentance, the Lord
purified her and gave her
a new heart to love Him
with.

- He invited her to
repent because she was in
need of repentance. For as
the Lord tells us in Mark:
“Those who are well have
no need of a physican,
but those who are sick.
| did not come to call the
righteous, but sinners to
repentance” (2:17).

1. “She stood at His feet
behind Him weeping; and
she began to wash His
feet with her tears”

i. She was weeping
before the Lord. And so
her eyes that were the
windows of sin, were
now the windows of her
repentance, in the form of
tears.

ii. She washed His
feet with her tears, as a
token of her submission
and humility in order to
honour Him.

iii. She washed His
feet with her tears, which
were tears of repentance
and therefore tears of joy.
iv. Her tears of
repentance cleansed her
vision, so that she could
see the Saviour who
came to save sinners.
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2. “She and wiped them
with the hair of her head”
i. Her hair which was
once her glory, she is using
as a towel to symbolise
that the Lord is now her
glory.

ii. She wiped His feet
with her hair, to symbolise
that the way of the Lord
- represented by the feet
- is now her glory and
salvation.

3. “She kissed His feet”

i. She kissed His feet
- as a sign of her love and
reverence.

ii. She kissed His
feet in order to beg Him
to forgive her. (In those
days, anyone who had an
important request to make
to the king, would first kiss
his feet).

iii. She kissed His
feet with adoration and
obedience, as well as love.
iv. She kissed His
feet, as she was unworthy
of the “kisses of his
mouth” mentioned in Song
of Solomon 1:2).

4. “She anointed His feet
with the fragrant oil”

i. She anointed His
feet with fragrant oil, to
acknowledge Him as
being the Messiah, and
the Anointed One.

ii. She anointed His
feet to recognise Him as
the King, who holds the
keys of everlasting life.

iii. She anointed
His feet with fragrant
oil because she wanted
to offer Him the most
precious thing she had.

iv. The Lord accepted
her gift, and transformed
it into the devotion of a
saint, and therefore the
Lord made this oil - which
may have been used in the
past as an instrument of
sin — to now be a symbol
of repentance.

The story of the sinful
woman anointing Jesus
feet, is an expression of
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50ctober
love and thanksgiving
for being forgiven and

cleansed.

She came to the feet
of Christ to give her
repentance in the form
of tears, and to offer Him
gifts of love, in the form
of anointing His feet with
fragrant oil.

i The action:

This woman wanted to
offer a token of her love
to Christ, to ask for the
forgiveness of her sins.
And the Lord in His love
forgave her because
of her faith and true
repentance. By her action
of repentance, her love to
Christ was:

- A generous love:
she wanted to offer Him
the best of what she has
and therefore she brought
with her a box of fragrant
oil.

- A believing love:
when she was anointing
the Lord’s feet, she had
faith that Jesus was the
Messiah, and the Anointed
One. May we all share with
this woman in pouring
onto Christ the fragrant oil
of our deepest love and
repentance.

This sinful woman gave to
the Lord the limit of her love
and repentance. What will
we say to the Lord when
we meet Him face to face,
and He asks us: ‘Have you
given Me to the limit of your
love and repentance?’ Do
we anoint the beloved
Lord with the depth of our
hearts? And are His feet
perfumed with our richest
gift of repentance?

Bishop Daniel

Bishop of the Coptic
Orthodox Diocese of Sydney
& Affiliated Regions
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