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As the days of December come to
an end, we bid farewell to a year
that has passed with all that it
contained of events, actions, and
figures, whether on the personal
level or the collective level, and
whether the days were joyful,
sorrowful, or even ordinary. We
prepare to welcome a new year
with all joy and good wishes, and
the whole world participates in
these celebrations, which are often
loud, colorful, and varying in
quantity, quality, and form.

In our churches and monasteries,
we have become accustomed to
welcoming the new year, whether a
Gregorian year, a Coptic year, or
even a personal new year, through
prayers, hymns, vigils, and praises,
and we conclude all of this with the
Divine Liturgy, with prayers lifted up
from the heart that God may
overlook our sins, shortcomings,
laziness, and negligence, accept
true repentance from the heart, and
that we may place our longings,
dreams, and wishes before Him
with faith, hope, and confidence in
His care and mercy.

Moreover, when a person,
regardless of his position or
responsibilities, looks back at the
year that has passed with all that
occurred in it, he cries out and says
that “All things were made through
Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made” (John 1:3).
There may be achievements,
successes, and projects that are
attributed to those in responsibility
at any level, but God is the One
who “has made everything beautiful
in its time” (Ecclesiastes 3:11,
NKJV).

Time is God’s gift to humanity,
which we call “life,” and this life is
the vessel that we fill with our
actions, thoughts, works, and
creations according to God’s
threefold gift: the mind (thought),
the heart (love), and the hand

(work), which are called
Head-Heart-Hand: 3H. These
three constitute the human

being’s freedom in what he
thinks, what he says, and what
he does.

What is important for the spiritual

Happy New Year

person is to redeem the time
(Ephesians 5:15, NKJV), meaning
to make one's time, that is one’s
days of life, precious, valuable, and
meaningful, like the hour of
humanity’s redemption on the
Cross, which was a decisive hour in
the life of mankind seeking
salvation and eternity.

They say that a person needs in
his life three T’s: Touch, Talk,
Time.

| would like to expand on the
word “Time” through its English
letters:

The letter T = Today, that is, to
live without procrastination, so that
every day bears fruit, has work, and
contains responsibility. They say
that procrastination is “the thief of
time,” and in the Midnight Prayer
we ask God to protect us from
wasting life in vain.

The letter | = Investment,
because what matters each day is
investing time in what is beneficial
and good, and that which builds the
person and serves others. The gift
of time cannot be replaced, for the
day or hour that passes from a
person’s life has no substitute.
From here comes the value of time,
which is the most precious gift a
person possesses. When a father
or mother gives time from their life
directly to their children, this is a
reflection of their true love.

The letter M = Mission, meaning
“a mission or responsibility,” for God
grants you life so that you may fulfill
a mission. God created you
because He loves you and desired
for you a responsibility and a duty.
He prepares you, trains you, and
tests you, and He has a plan for
your life that you receive from Him
day by day. What matters here is
the state of contentment and
surrender, coupled with faithfulness
and diligence, in carrying out your
responsibilities or the mission God
intended for your existence on this
earth. It does not matter whether
the mission is small or great; what
matters is the faithfulness by which
you fulfill it: “Be faithful until death,
and | will give you the crown of life”
(Revelation 2:10). This verse
applies to every person, regardless
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of his time, responsibilities, or
mission, because its first half is
fulfilled on earth and its second half
is completed in heaven.

The letter E = Eternity, meaning
that your time or your life must be
for the sake of eternity and your
portion in the kingdom of heaven.
There is no meaning in exhausting
your life for short-term earthly goals
without looking toward your eternity
and future life. If all your works,
actions, and mission are not for the
glorification of the name of God
who created you, brought you into
existence, and gave you the breath
of life from Himself—so that you
may be His message on earth until
you return to Him crowned with
abundant fruit after a life in which
you completed the race and kept
the faith—then there will be no
crown of righteousness.

Saint John Chrysostom says: “It is
not important that you be a sun
(that is, famous, well-known, and of
great responsibility or position), or
that you be a moon (moderate in
fame and responsibility), or even a
star (small in size or responsibility);
what matters is that you be in
heaven.”

The question of the rich young
man who once came to Christ
saying, “What shall | do that | may
inherit eternal life?” (Mark 10:17),
should be present before your eyes
daily, so that you may rid yourself of
your weaknesses when you
discover them, purify your heart
from impurities and sins, and then
you will be able to behold God in
eternity (Matthew 5:8).

My wishes for a happy and
joyful year for you all,

full of continual glorification of
God,

peace for our nations and our
Church,

and joy for all humanity.

Best wishes for the season, in
health and peace.

Aot T
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The Coptic Orthodox Church — The See of the Great Evangelist St. Mark
The Diocese of Sydney and Its Affiliated Regions in Australia
A Message from His Grace Bishop Daniel, Bishop of the Diocese of Syd-
ney, to the Reverend Fathers the Priests, the Deacons, the Servants, and
all the congregation on the Beginning of the New Year 2026

My beloved children,

May grace, peace, love, mercy, and blessing abound for you from our God,
Redeemer, and Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH

Title of the Message: Our New and Renewed Hope in the Lord Jesus Christ  masusin +

among Continuous Negative Changes in Today’s World. T
Beloved ones, the year 2025 has ended with all that it contained—few positive ﬁ
changes and many negative ones—so much so that the person of today some-
times feels as though he is standing among crashing waves in a vast ocean. I will mention some of the

many negative changes that the year 2026 will inherit, and I will explain how the person of today’s world

can live with new and renewed hope in the Lord Jesus Christ, drawing also on the sayings of the holy Fathers of the
Church, in order to face these changes.

The First Change: Fear and Anxiety about the Future

Perhaps the most prominent change is fear and anxiety about the future. Tens of millions have become fearful and
anxious because of the uncertainty surrounding tomorrow. We mention just one example of this fear and anxiety: the
spread of modern technology in all its forms. While we do not deny its positive aspects, its unwise use has become a
source of fear and anxiety. Here the prophet Isaiah says: “Do not fear, for I am with you” (Isaiah 41:10). And the
great Saint Abba Anthony says: “Do not fear the trials of the enemy, for God does not allow them except for the
good of your soul.”

The Second Change: The Spread of Violence and Hatred

In recent days and months, we have witnessed many waves of violence, whether in the streets, schools, or beaches.
We mention only one example of violence and hatred: the incident in which two people killed fifteen individuals on
one of the beaches. Here the Lord Jesus Christ says: “Blessed are the peacemakers” (Matthew 5:9). And Saint John
Chrysostom says: “Nothing makes a person a child of God like making peace.”

The Third Change: Electronic Fraud and Deception

In today’s world, many people have become engaged in deceiving others through the internet and social media net-
works. We mention one example of this: people who steal the information and money of others. Here Solomon the
Wise reminds us in the Book of Ecclesiastes 9:1: “For I considered all this in my heart, so that I could declare it
all.” And Saint Pope Athanasius the Apostolic says: “Hope in Christ does not disappoint, because it is built on the
power of the Resurrection.”

The Fourth Change: Loneliness and Social Isolation

The person of today’s world has come to live within a private virtual world, and the human being has become lonely
and isolated. We mention one example of this: most people today are preoccupied with their mobile phones and the
earphones on their ears. Passwords have become the keys to this virtual world, unique to each individual, and no one
is allowed to penetrate this private world, even for the sake of social bonds. Here our teacher the Apostle Paul re-
minds us in his Epistle to the Ephesians 5:16: “Redeeming the time—the time with God and the family—because
the days are evil.” And Saint Macarius the Great says: “The soul that clings to God does not know loneliness, for
the Lord dwells within it.”

The Fifth Change: Distance from God and the Ease of Sin

Sin in all its forms, even injustice, has become very easy. We mention one example: what is the fault of those whom
the ongoing wars have displaced? Millions have been driven from their homes. Here Solomon the Wise says in the
Book of Ecclesiastes, chapter 4, verse 1: “Then I returned and considered all the oppression that is done under
the sun: and look! the tears of the oppressed, but they have no comforter—on the side of their oppressors there is
power, but they have no comforter.” And Saint Basil the Great says to every oppressed person: “Whoever trusts in
God'’s providence is not disturbed, for God knows what we need before we ask.”

Beloved ones: Do not be afraid, for the Lord is with us. Always be callers to peace, be very wise and examine every-
thing, sanctify your relationship with God and with your family, be just, and do not wrong anyone at all.

Be well,

Happy New Year 2026

Please pray for me.

+Bishop Daniel
With the Grace of God
Bishop of the Coptic Orthodox Church, Diocese of Sydney & Affiliated Regions
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rss St Paul’s Mission Silver Jubilee Christmas Celebration

& “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
& Me.” Matthew 25:40

% By Andrew Hanna

== St Paul’s Mission is a charitable organisation that was established in the
¢« year 2000, proudly serving our homeless and marginalised brothers and
ﬁ% sisters on a weekly basis across four locations within the Sydney Cen-
¢¥ tral Business District.

%

ﬁ;i During the holiday season, St Paul’s Mission likes to do things differ-
ﬁ»:« ently and instead of going to serve in the CBD, we bring those who are
% homeless or marginalised to a church to host them an amazing Christ-
ﬁ»:« mas Celebration! This year, our annual event was held on Wednesday
% the 17th of December 2025 at St Pope Kyrillos VI and St Habib Girgis

% Church in Blakehurst.

e ¢ As St Paul’s Mission proudly reached its Silver Jubilee milestone, we
ﬁ“ were delighted to host the event at the new premises in Blakehurst. The
ﬁ evening commenced as buses arrived filled with over 100 homeless and
ﬁ% marginalised from different areas of the CBD. All were welcomed warm-
¢ ly by an entourage of volunteers who were ready to be their hosts for this
ﬁZ:: special occasion.

“,:: The Christmas Party had plenty to offer to our beloved guests, including:
- A plentiful banquet featuring food, beverages, desserts and hot drinks

o~ s . : .
o An uplifting musical performance by Fred Khoury, presenting a beauti-

¢« ful selection of Christmas Carols
o™
% - A generously stocked free clothing display set up on the church grounds

4
oo for guests to access
o

- St Paul’s Mission volunteers engaging with guests and sharing the joy
ﬁ,:: and spirit of Christmas
“Q

- An inspiring Christmas message delivered by HG Bishop Daniel, high-

o~ lighting three themes: spreading joy and kindness, providing

ﬁ“ essential support, and showing God’s love to all.

- An open question and answer session for guests to partici-
% pate in.
o~
(% - A generous Christmas hamper gifted to our cherished

e‘!
c’? guests.

ﬁ. Our guests were deeply appreciative of all the efforts of the
% volunteers who hosted the Christmas Celebration, as well as
Q% the efforts of HG Bishop Daniel, Father Yousef Fanous, Fa-
¥ ther Kyrillos Ghannami, Father Samuel Guirguis and Father

o el el il el e el e e e
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.ﬁ = John Sorial who also attended the func- ;
(v tion. St Paul’s Mission received apologies
“,}. from Premier Chris Minns and the mem-
i+ ber for Rockdale Steve Kamper who were
z,:a also invited to this event.

ﬁ::: The St Paul’s Mission Christmas Celebra-
(¢ tion turned out to be a wonderful and suc-
ﬁ% cessful night, we thank God first and fore-
¢ most and everyone who made this great
ﬁ':“ event possible! We strongly encourage the g
(% youth of Sydney to attend St Paul’s Mis-
ﬂ:‘a sion, it is a wonderful service touching the
¥ lives of so many people. We meet at

ﬁ% 7:30pm every Wednesday night at St Pope
% Kyrillos VI and St Habib Girgis Church,
ﬁ% 973 King George’s Road Blakehurst.

% Thank you to each and every one who

v Also, if you wish to donate to the service,
“,:.. the account details are as follows:

“ﬁ

}‘:. Account Name: ST PAULS MISSION
¢ GROUP

e'v? BSB: 062000

Q‘I

ﬁ::‘, Account Number: 11335822
{

¢ All donations $2 and above are tax deduct-
¢ ible. For a tax-deductible receipt contact
“,:e. 0421630714.

ﬁ::: Any donation you make will help the ser-
¢« vice and will go a long way! God Bless!

2 Merry Christmas!!
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The Copts
¥ and their
2 Chrnishiamity

By Dr. Aziz 5. Atteya

THE CATECHETICAL
SCHOOL OF ALEXANDRIA

In fact the fery acdvity which flared up
in the fisld of Biblical and theolagical
sudies in Egypt nmst be identified with
the fommdstion and devel opment of the
Catechetical School of Alexandria before
200AD. The fitst mention of it was in
the life of Pantmenus, its first president.
who died m 190 AD. This iz the earliest
conimibution of the Copts to Christian
civilisation and culture. Created asa
rival to the ancient pagzan Moseion of the
Prolemdes which sunived und] the
assassinafion of Hypats m 41540, the
Catechetical School became the first
great sext of Christian lsaming in the
whole world

We nmst rementher that primitve
Chriztianity came to the world and o
Egvpt as what may be described as an
amorphons fzith. based on the life and
sayings of wisdom of Jesus without
formal dopmatication It was o this
fortress of Christisn scholarship, the
Catechetical School, that Chrstianity
and the Bible were subjecied to the very
rigorous smudies, which generated the
first systematic theology and the mmost
EXMEEDEIVE eXegeiic Inguiry inte the
Scripnme, The preatest names of the era
are associzied with that nctimmion,
which contimed fo flourish in the age of
Fupman persecutions. Pantasmes, the
founding father and first president of the
School, started by bridging the gap
betwean dymastic Ezypt and Greek
Crospels through the propagation of the
usa of the archaic Gresk alphabet inctead
of the cumbersomes Demotic soript, thns
rendering the Bible more readily

aocessible to the Coptic reader. Hiz
successoT was Clement of Alexandria
liberal who wanted to reconcile Christian
tenety with Greek philosophy. The
Schiool Snally came of age mmder Crigen
& scholar of pare Copiic stock who is
thiought 1o have been the most prolific
awthar of all tme. Six thousand wacts,
reatises, and other works of
considersble bulk have been cited umder
his mame by his obd pupil, bishop
Epiphanius of Salamis in Cyprs, thowsh
his literary remains now are fSagmentary
and we mmst assmns that this monher
could havve been possible only by a
collaboratve effort of the whole School.
His Hexapla, a collation of texts of the
Bible in six cohmons from Greek and
Hebrew sounces, is only one instance of
his gipanfic conmibutions. His labors in
exegesis went beyond those of amy other
expositor, for he wrote most detsiled
commentaries on every book of the 0dd

Hypata

Testamens: and the Mew. He established
for the first time in history 2 systematic
thealogy from which all students of
divinify start to this day. His philesopiny
zenarated much controversy, not only i
his fime but in moceeding centuries. We
hear of the existence of two carms
bearing his name in subsequent periods.
the Omizenist and snit-arizenist schools
of thonzht His pupils inchuded some of
the most illnsmions divines of all dme.
Ampng them was Heraclas (230-448)
whose prefemment to the throne of St
Mark carmied with it the ttle of “Pope™
for the first ime in history and long
before the Bishop of Fome (Episcopus
Fomanomm Servies Servonom Ded)
claimed that digmity. Another pupil was
Drdyrous the Blind, 3 forceful theolegian
and author who combated Ansnism.

Actually the well-known pillars of the
faith in the Alevsndrian hisranchy were
both graduates of the Caschetical
School, Athanscms the Apostolic and
Cyril the Great The intermational pamnel
of its scholsrs whe coniribated to
Christian scholarship in the Byzantine
and Poman worlds was

represented by such inmmortal names ag
5t Gregory Mazenzen, St Basil, 5t
Jerome znd Poaofinns, the ecclestastcal
historian. It as a pichresgue age, an age
of great sainf: and hereqics, an ags in
which the Copts worshipped openly in
defisnce of their Foman persecutors and
soiaght the croam of marmyrdom rather
than pray in catcombs and subterranean
galleries. An age in which pagamism
finslty gmepad its last idolatmons breath
under Fulizn the Apostmte (332—63) and
mn which the Mussion was lquidated as
the last refuge of Meoplatonst pagam
In surmemary, the fundation

of an instimtonalized system of
Christian divinity was laid down within
the walls of the Catechetical School of
Alermndria and in the deliberations and
massive writings of its theologisns.

It was on this foundation deart the mext
universal movement could formnilate
Christian docimnnes and dopmas thronzh
the offciz] gatherings of the bishops of
Christendom in the General Comcils of
the Church In other words, the formal
emergence of Chrisdanity as an
organized reliFious sysEm passed
thronsh two stges in its evolution. The
first took placs in the open and informs]
philesophical-theplogical arens of the
Catechetical School, the equivalent of
the modermn university with its free and
mnbridled thinkineg. This stage was in
advance of the second  congressional
phaze of codificaton of the outoomes of
those deliberations. In the case of
described as the Ecumenical Mdoverment,
in which the hierarchy of 2]l chumches
mest to decide what was canonical and
what was uncanonical in Christian
beliefs and raditions.
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Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves

Ali Baba was a kind and hardworking woodcutter, happily married to his wise wife, Morgana.
His brother, Kasim, had married a rich woman, but he was greedy, selfish, and lazy.

One morning, while cutting wood in the forest, Ali Baba climbed a tree and suddenly heard voices.
x, Forty men came riding on camels, singing:
& "Who's our enemy, who... who...

Who's our enemy? Ha-ha...!"

Ali Baba stayed very still as the men stopped before a huge rock.

The leader stepped forward and said: “Open, Sesame!”

The rock moved aside, revealing a cave. The men carried in bags of treasure, then the lead-
er commanded: “Close, Sesame!” and the rock sealed shut. When they left, Ali Baba
climbed down and whispered, “Open, Sesame!”

The rock opened. Inside, mountains of gold, diamonds, pearls, and emeralds glittered in the dark.

He filled a small bag and hurried home to Morgana, telling her everything. Ali Baba returned to the cave a few times,
taking only what they needed.

But Kasim grew suspicious and followed him. When he discovered the cave, greed filled his heart. Kasim took a huge
bag, went to the cave, and said, “Open, Sesame!” The rock moved. Inside, he loaded diamonds, pearls, emeralds, and
gold. But when he was ready to leave, he forgot the magic words.

“Open... beans?”
“Open... rice?”
“Open... wheat?”
Nothing happened.
Then he heard the thieves returning, singing their song.
"Who’s our enemy, who... who...

Who's our enemy? Ha-ha...!"

The leader opened the cave and found Kasim hiding. Kasim quickly said, “It was my brother Ali Baba who found you
first! I can show you where he lives.”

To disguise himself, Kasim put on a fake beard and moustache. The leader prepared a trap: he placed each thief inside
a large clay jar, loaded them on camels, and went to Ali Baba’s palace pretending to be oil merchants.

Ali Baba was celebrating his birthday with other merchants. He welcomed them and told Morgana to put the camels in
the cowshed.

Later, Morgana went to refill the oil lamps but found she didn’t have enough oil.

She thought to borrow some from the “oil jars” — but when she opened the first jar, a man’s voice whispered,

“Has he whistled yet?”

She checked the jars — each one had a thief inside. There were forty jars in total.

Quickly, Morgana placed heavy stones over the jars so no one could escape.

When the leader tried to whistle for his men, Morgana said, “No one will hear you now.”

She told Ali Baba the truth, and they called the soldiers.

Kasim removed his disguise and admitted, “I only came with them because they forced me.”

The soldiers arrested all forty thieves.

Ali Baba, Morgana, and Kasim repented of taking what was not theirs, returning all the treasures to the judge.

Christian Moral of the story: This story teaches us that wanting more and more can lead to T

ﬂ trouble — just like it did for Kasim. The Bible says in / Timothy 6:10: “The love of money ’!.f‘“ﬁ"‘éu;%
is the root of all kinds of evil.” Hhe novt
It’s not wrong to have nice things, but it is wrong to let money or treasures become more

important than doing what is right. God wants us to be honest, to share, and to be thankful for what

we have.

When we trust Him, He will give us everything we truly need.

In the Old Testament, one of the Ten Commandments says clearly: “Do not

steal.” Even if we need something, we must never take what isn’t ours — because

God is watching us all the time. God said clearly: “Do not steal”

Good night and happy dreams, waiting for you for another story.
Inspired from the Folk Stories, written by Michel Guirguis
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Program for the visit of
HE Metropolitan Sarabamon

Metropolitan of Atbara , Omdurman & North Sudan
26th January 2026 - 16th March 2026

Date Time AM Time PM
Monday 26/01/2026 6:35 pm Arrival Sydney Airport by Emirates
EK416
Thanksgiving Prayer @ The Holy
Apostles & St Abanoub Church,
Blacktown
Holy Mass @ St Barbara & St Abu
Nofer the Hermit Church
Wednesday 28/0/2026 9:00am - 11:00am 16 St Johns Rd, Bradbury
Campbeltown
Holy Mass @ St Demiana & St
Friday 30/01/2026 8:30am - 11:00am Athanasius Church
119 Hig re Ave, Pur 1
Saturday 31/01/2026 8:30am - 10:30am Holy Bises G St Mask Chriirchy
Kaleen Canberra
Holy Mass @ St George & Prince ASCWA Welcome Reception Westella)
8:30am - 10:30am Tadros Church Renaissance
41 Kennedy St, Liverpool 3 New St Lidcombe

Holy Mass @ St Mark Church

Tuesday 3/2/2026 8:30am - 10:30am 72 Wollongong Rd, Arncliffe
St Shenouda Monastery
Wednesday 4/2/2026 8419 Putty Rd, Putty
2 T Holy Mass @ St Shenouda
Thursday 5/2/2026 8:30am - 10:30am Monastery Putt
Holy Mass @ St Abba Abraam Vespers @ St Mary & St Marina
Friday 6/2/2026 B8:30am - 10:30am Church Church
2 Wills Rd, Long Point 363 Ninth Ave, Llandilo Penrith

Holy Mass @ St Mary & St Mina
Saturday 7/2/2026 8:30am - 10:30AM Cathedral
339 Forest Rd, Bexley

Holy Mass @ The Holy Apostles &

8:30am - 10:30am St Abanoub Church, Blacktown

Holy Mass @ St Wanas Church Vespers @ St Bishoy & Archangel
Thuraday 12/02/2028 458 Burwood Rd, Belmore Michael , Mount Druitt
Friday 13/02/2026 Visit Melbourne Adelaide & QLD

Holy Mass @ The Aposties & St

Wednasdsy 260022026 Abanoub Church Blacktown

St John the Baptist Ladies meeting
@ St Abanoub Church

Holy Mass @ Pope Kyrillos &
Thursday 26/02/2026 Archdeacon Habib Guirgis Church
973 King George's Rd , Blackhurst

Friday 27/02/2026 Visit Wagga Wagga
Holy Mass @ St Mary & St John the
Saturday 28/02/2026 Beloved Church
Wagga Wagga
Holy Mass @ Archangel Michael & S{
8:30am - 10:30am Bishoy Church

53 Methven St, Mount Druitt

Holy Mass @ St Mary , St Cosman &
Wednesday 4/03/2026 8:30am - 10:30am St Demian Church
118 - 120 Arnold Ave Kellyville

Holy Mass @ St Mary & St George
Church
1 Pippita Close, Beresfield
Newcastle

Saturday 7/03/2026 8:30am - 10:30am

Holy Mass @ St Antonious & St Paul Reception @ St Antonious & St Paul
8:30am - 10:30am Church Church
29 Bolton St Guildford 30 Station St Guildford

Wednesday 11/03/2026 Visit Perth
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KARAS TILING PTY LTD
ALL TYPES OF WALL & FLOOR TILING

Karas Tiling Specialists In:

* Residential Tiling

* Commercial Tiling

* Pool Tiling

* Qutdoor Tiling

*  Waterproofing

* Shower Sealing

* Bathroom Sealing

¢ Bathrooms/Renovations
* Kitchen Splashbacks

* Silicone Caulking

* Repairs & Replacements
* Kitchen & Laundry Renovations
* 3D Tile Designs

AND MUCH MORE WE CAN DO...

DON'T WAIT There is no job is too big or too small we are
capable to handle anything.

CONTACT USON: m 0475293 973 n info@karastiling.com.au
www.karastiling.com.au

“WITHTHENAME LIKEKARASTILING, IT
HAS TO BE SUPERIOR & COMMITTED”
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Free Quotation

DREAM

HOME A Dream Home

Architect - Engineering - Construction

32 years of expenence in Sydney

Jilie alae/ (aiga

Mobile: 0415 779 251
A Dream Home is designed oy Emad Mekhail

Aias 4 jlara Slasawas

Email: emadmek@hotmail com
s Lilal) Lasi 3 Lale 32

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1972
REGISTERED UNDER CHARITABLE ACT NO CFN 13871
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AUSTRALIAN SUDANESE COMMUNITY INC.

ASSOCIATIONS INCORPORATION ACT 1984 REG NO 2426136

ORIENAT MASSAGE
By LTD

We are a Chinese Remedial Massage we accept private health
insurance & eftpos available. Our prices is cheaper than normal.
You can try our remedial massage, | guarantee you will come
back.

We also do cupping massage and hot stones

$45/ 30 minutes gﬁ
$60/ 45 minutes
$75/ 60 minutes

$110/ 90 minutes

-Remedial massage

$60/ 45 minutes
$45/ 30 minutes

Extra $10
Extra $20

-Reflexology massage

-Hot stone
-Cupping
services: Head, Neck &
shoulder / Neck,Shoulder &
Back/ Back &Legs/ Full Body




Yoyt by 7 January 2026

(>
oV
ODYSSEY

«fmwmé —

ATRIBUTE TO LIFE'S JOURNEY

EY FUNERA
HY CHOOSE US?

B Our experienced team are knowledgeable, Gls s 933 wyShly Cablally 8,m=bl 850 93 L )8 miety \
empathetic and devoted to always providing you K g “
with dignity and professionalism. We will work
with you to create a bespoke service that suits ile Ololaslg
you and your loved ones wants and needs.

B We have an extensive understanding of different % 22>/ - 3L Cilstely ol
cultural traditions and customs specialising in S 365V ddad) 83lisd] &
Coptic Orthodox Funeral Services.

B We are available to you 24 hours a day providing Sl ol el 85t eeg, dolu 24 sl e Ul SRR IS

you peace of mind during this difficult time. IS (i o] S i coast] Cogll i S5
We'll look after every detail, so you can focus on (ST (510 dousdl (L dol i elisll LS
healing before, during and after the service. p - U d= =l olo 50

B We offer pricing that is within your means Sguod] asl J) e diwg ebilolSe] sgum § lal pud &

and will go above and beyond to arrange a
funeral that honours your loved one and is " N
aligned to your budget, personalised services 15¥9 7990 (0 103 duaseds

starting at $7,990.
A TRIBUTE TO LIFE'S JOURNEY
Hurstville, Blacktown and Canterbury

@ Nevine Girgis on 1300 881 924 or 0415 319 753
@ info@odysseyfunerals.com.au
www.odysseyfunerals.com.au

Olodsg ctlidlym 2o 381989 s (o 0553 B)liz




Personalised Funerals by John Iskander

ST Nicodemus

Wholeheartedly serving the Coptic Orthodox Community
since 2009.
St Nicodemus Funerals is the trusted
end of life service provider.

Family Owned & Operated
24 Hours/7 Days.a Week Personalised Service

Customised Funerals.to Suit.Your Budget

Private Viewings

Dedicated Funeral Arranger. & Director
Empathetic, Compassionate and Professional Care
Coptic Orthodox & Christian Ethos Practices

Over 25 Years of Experience in Repatriations
Grave Purchasing Consultations Free of Charge

Contact:dohn'iskander

Phone: 0425 291 964 or 1300 300 077
Address: Unit E8/13-15 Forrester St. Kingsgrove NSW 2208
Email: john@stnicodemusfunerals.com.au
info@stnicodemusfunerals.com.au
Website: www.stnicodemusfunerals.com.au




Personalised Funerals by John Iskander

ST Nicodemus

Wholeheartedly serving the Coptic Orthodox Community
since 2009.
St Nicodemus Funerals is the trusted
end of life service provider.
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Contact:dohnskander

Phone: 0425 291 964 or 1300 300 077
Address: Unit E8/13-15 Forrester St. Kingsgrove NSW 2208
Email: john@stnicodemusfunerals.com.au
info@stnicodemusfunerals.com.au
Website: www.stnicodemusfunerals.com.au




SL-MANARA & Spring of Love

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of The Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also,
that the Holy One who is to be born of you will be
called The Son of God.” (Luke 1:35).

"for God loves a cheerful giver." (2 Corinthians 9:7).

CHRISTMAS APPEAL

Christmas is around the corner.

This is the time when it is so important that we re-
member our Lord's brethren and let them joyfully
celebrate the birth of our Good Saviour with us.

Thus, we are kindly requesting everyone to donate
swiftly and willingly to the following bank account: -
Swift Code: -  SGBLAU2S
BSB: - 112-879
A’cc:- 493911231
A’cc Name: St. Mark Nubian Foundation
Bank Name: St. George Bank
May the Lord Bless you all.
Merry Christmas
Happy New Year.

(Always remember that the only thing that you can take
with you to the everlasting life is your good deed.)

... he who gives, with liberty; " (Romans 12: 8).

“Glory to God in the Highest heaven, and peace on
earth to those with whom He is pleased!” (Luke

2:14).

We ask our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to reward
your good deed with His Heavenly rewards.

“We can issue with our own Tax-deductible Receipt”

St. Mark Nubian Foundation
(ACN 168 959 966 / ABN 29 168 959 966)

P.0O.BOX 574 ST MARYS NSW 1790 TEL: 61-2-0410 285 118 FAX: 61-2-9833 9299 3
EMAIL ADDRESS: - “stmarknubianfoundation@gmail.com” I
“For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men” 1 Peter 2:15 Ll g -m!":‘
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Swift Code: - SGBLAU2S
BSB: - 112-879
’cci- 493911231
A’cc Name: St. Mark Nubian Foundation
Bank Name: - St. George Bank
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St. Mark Nubian Foundation Board of Directors:-
Fr. Yousef Fanous (Director & Presiding Member), Fr. Pishoy Botrous (Director & Vice President), Mobarak Alera (Director & Liaison Officer) and
Emile Girgis (Director, Secretary & Treasurer)
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The Birth of Christ and the unity with Humanity

Christ incarnated to become like me, to make me human like Him!

He came as God and incarnated , to teach me how to interact with God and with
people!

He lived as a perfect human being and a perfect God, a model I strive to emulate!
He sanctified my body, my humanity, and taught me love through His life, so I
loved life and lived with love!

He didn't issue heavenly instructions from afar, but rather gave us a model from
His life to follow!

When I confide my pain to Him, I trust that He understands me and feels me,
because He suffered and experienced!

When I am wounded by the injustice of those close to me, I find Him in the same
situation, crucified and wounded by the hands of those He loved!( his own peo-
ple)

He is God, and I turn to His power to set me free... and He is human, and I turn to
His humanity to feel me! Jesus lived as a man who grieved for the weaknesses of
the poor, the despised, the needy, and the suffering... He lived their lives, experienc-
ing humanity in its frailty, to elevate humanity to its full potential!

He lived as a gentle, sensitive man... Shedding tears at the grave of his friend...
Correcting misconceptions about rituals, and showing compassion for the very
people for whom the Sabbath was ordained!

Like a father gathering sheep without a shepherd in his arms, and like a son to his
mother, he empathized with the people at the wedding in Cana of Galilee and re-
solved their crisis!

Like a friend greeting his companions with kisses, accepting their invitations to their
homes... He worked like a simple carpenter, yet he was the architect of the uni-
verse... He had nowhere to lay his head, yet he is the one upon whom all creation
depends!

He rejected sin and loved sinners... He did not accept injustice, yet he endured the
unjust! He commanded us to live in the world as light, and not let the world live in
us!

With a single touch, the bleeding stopped, and with a single glance, a young man
felt his love and sought to follow him! My God is a man... He lived as a child and
remained pure, and made it a condition for entering His kingdom that we return to
being children!

My God is a man... He lived as a young man, strong and victorious over death, in
whom resides the freshness of resurrection and life. He gave Himself to sow the
seeds of eternal life in our humanity, so that we may live forever without aging!

My God is an artist... He created the universe and beauty, and wove the threads of
humanity with His love, breathing into it the breath of existence. He made His throat
an instrument that sings melodies of praise, to join creation in sounds of gratitude!
My God is a poet... He expressed feelings with the deepest words... He spoke in
parables so that the reader might understand... And His wisdom reached the heights
of the heavens... Jesus is a man who spoke our language, and He is "the Word of
God."

Jesus is a sensitive poet, rejoicing in the return of the distant... and grieving and
lamenting in His prayer, emerging from it having presented humanity to the Father,
and the Father to humanity! Jesus, the perfect human being, never shouted, nor did
anyone hear his voice in the streets. Yet, he was also overcome with anger and rage
when he saw his Father's house transformed into a den of thieves, for he was a man
of truth!

He defended the despised and lived among them, and he comforted the wretched.
He covered the adulteress with his compassion and condemned the hypocrites!
Jesus fled from the false human glory offered to him in most of his miracles. He was
not overcome by pride when he entered the holy city with its inhabitants submitting
to him. He did not fear the ordeal of pain and death, but offered himself up to death
with authority. He did not succumb to negative emotions of hatred before his cruci-
fiers, but forgave them when he poured his divine forgiveness into human capacity,
granting it forgiveness seventy times seven times over!

He fled from Herod, thus establishing a theology of fleeing from evil, but he stood
firm before the cross.

He gave us life in him and with him. And He granted us to suffer with Him and for
Him!

God's humanity is not something contrary to His beauty and perfection, but rather
the realm of His love and its revelation. God did not wish to be alienated from hu-
manity, so He became incarnate and human. The greatness of His power was re-
vealed in His self-emptying, and the perfection of His love was proclaimed in His
radiance in the flesh.

Christ is the one who glorified humanity when He united with our nature and
blessed it in Himself. He became human for our salvation; therefore, His incarnation
is real, not an illusion or a mere appearance. If His humanity were merely an appear-
ance, our salvation would also be an appearance and not real, because He, the per-
fect human being, truly endured suffering, and therefore He is able to strengthen us
in our suffering.

His humanity is complete, not merely a physical form. His human spirit, united with
His divinity, was able to descend into Hades, to bring captives, and to restore those
imprisoned there to Paradise. He died, yet He is Life. He descended into Hades, yet
He dwells in the Light. His love surpassed human reason, and some could not com-
prehend the actions of "God's humanity." But our salvation was achieved only
through His humanity, as well as His divinity. Our existence in Him is only because
God entered bodily into our human flesh and blood and redeemed us in our humani-
ty. He united our human being in Him, and since then, no human dimension has
been separate from or distant from God. In the Incarnation of Christ, the greatness of
our salvation is realized, and we understand the value of our humanity!

May you all be filled with the blessings of the Nativity feast and the grace of the
unity with our incarnate God.
Written By: Subdeacon Amgad Hanna
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By 1961, an additional 16,286 Egyptians
had arrived, comprising both Copts and
Muslims. Notably, this wave of migrants
was characterised by strong cooperation
and close-knit friendships. The flow of
migration continued to grow, reaching
33,140 by 1990. According to Australia’s
official population statistics, one-third of
Egyptians held university degrees or mid-
level qualifications across a wide range of
specialisations, making the Egyptian com-
munity one of the most highly educated
compared with other migrant groups.
Joa] Mju_ndﬁé.uujm.d\ Bl g
uMW}\MDAAY\@J V44 ‘ALQ IATAEX)
adL@udemlAu,&M\uhu\uJLw\ubw|uﬁ
Claiaids Ll Cilday Ao gia g Badatia dumala Liale
alad A s @u&ﬂ\@w\#\mj
(?JJ'“‘ uig) s AY) Glallally Leas ey
9_!\ dm,g_._\dauuw\ aJA.q_H J.g.nl.uéu
ulﬁ&ahu#ﬂ\ddu\ujhu\ubuﬂ\u&um
daala dale Shanads Ll il cAdan gia Balgd
4_.u.u J.)S\ ﬂ\..nba ‘\:UAAA.“ 47\519.“ g \.\g..nj RXXTRPY
HAwill llig 5‘)&‘\]\ Gloadladl L jea
Al o) ‘5‘).4.41\y9.au.m soralinal) ) i
(8Lalh) Ay g 4 Ll

il
.

Crim ) G5 0 B liad) Adaa 45385 5 M) Jua)
o pdi e paaa il g Ao gia Balgd o Juala
BAdxiia A.AJ.ALA u\.\Lg.ugh Chala utilly u\ ?JJJ"'“

Ao giag

adaY axl) A asy

AL ghatf dlant) cilelull g

L_,AAJM dYuAAJ\J\MLAAW em‘\_u.\.huds
LFigay aslag JalSia Ciny ATY (0 gulaga

Y M‘glhdldb‘g\l\uﬂd&u&u?l?-\ulm‘g
d.uu‘ U.u;l.aua‘ubd\f\ 3\ cidal) ad @\)-\SY‘ 1S ‘g0
258y -y S - S5 JSke (e S LA
G g le&ue\ﬂﬂ‘gdm‘ih cindal 348
s o Biag ]

DB Cadi Ua
mhuj fmd JSle MUY Aaling Alalind Le
g OS CIRAN (amd padl) g cidad) f MLAAYL:
AS}JJY)\A\ XY \MJ M.LAU_RA\JAeQJ
(b o 3 Mg L) (S ga gal \W‘-é-*
uismw@aygby&‘iljwﬂ\uﬂhmﬁ\
(i ubdyc,amhd\ o3gn JUiaY) A g palal)

AOMNARNAARY"
giddaa b on LaS ULAYl&ﬁJAlaJLud\MMu)mﬂj
NeYo eV oae

To Whom It May Concern.
i) pUadf aal
Egyptian- Australian History.
By Journalist Widad Elias.

Diplomatic relations between Egypt and
Australia began on a strong and steady
footing. Australia opened its first embassy
in the Middle East in Cairo in 1950,
marking a significant step in its engage-
ment with the region. Egypt, in turn, inau-
gurated its embassy in Canberra in 1958.
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During the period Y4)£-Y4Y4, Egypt
allocated several hospitals to the
Australian Army and converted some of
its luxury hotels into medical facilities to
accommodate the large numbers of
Australian troops and their military
equipment. Australia played a significant
role in safeguarding the security of the
Suez Canal and used Egypt as strategic
training base prior to the Gallipoli
campaign. Its forces were also active in
the ElAlamein region in Y4 ¢Y,
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The Documentary Book

The Egyptians in Australia.
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Members of the Egyptian
Community residing within
the jurisdiction of the Consu-
late General of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt in Sydney

It is a great honor to assume
my duties as Consul General
of the Arab Republic of
Egypt in Sydney. I extend my
heartfelt greetings and appre-
ciation to the Egyptian com-
munity, a vibrant and dynam-
ic community that has made
great contributions to Aus-
tralian society in different

fields. I pledge to exert my utmost efforts, with the
help of the staff in the Consulate, to serve you, meet
your consular needs, and strengthen ties with our be-
loved homeland Egypt.

It is a privilege that my assumption of duties coin-
cides with the celebration of the 75th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomatic relations between
Egypt and Australia. 1 will also spare no effort
throughout my tenure to explore every avenue to fur-
ther strengthen these relations in a way that serves
the shared interests of both friendly countries.

I am particularly pleased to address the second and
third generations of the Egyptian community in Aus-
tralia. I look forward to working together to further
strengthen your connection with the homeland. You
are its true ambassadors and its living voice within
Australian society.

The Consulate General in Sydney will always remain
open to members of the Egyptian community, guided
by a commitment to provide the highest level of ser-
vice. I look forward to work for the benefit of the
Egyptian community and for the prosperity of rela-
tions between our two friendly countries. My col-
leagues and I welcome any initiatives or suggestions
that would further strengthen the bond between the
Consulate and the Egyptian community. My door
will always remain open.

Sincerely
Reem Zahran

Consul General

Yoyt by 7 January 2026
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